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1. PM Modi went to Tamil Nadu to inaugurate and lay the foundation stone of many projects.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi visited Tamil Nadu on 14 February 2021, where he inaugurated
and laid the foundation stone of several major projects.

e The PM also handed over the state-of-the-art Arjun Main Battle Tank (MK-1A) to the Indian
Army in Chennai.

e The state-of-the-art tank is indigenously designed, developed and manufactured by DRDO's

Combat Vehicles Research and Development Establishment.

Inaugural projects include:

The Chennai Metro Rail Phase-I expansion was completed at a cost of Rs. 3770 crores

Fourth railway line between Chennai Beach and Etipattu, costing Rs. 93.40 crores

Railway electrification of single line section at Villupuram - Cuddalore - Mayiladuthurai -

Thanjavur and Mayiladuthurai-Thiruvarur was completed at a cost of Rs. 423 crores Rs.

e Projects that laid the foundation stone include:

e Expansion, Renovation and Modernization of Grand Anicut Canal System - Cost Rs. 640 Crore.

e Discovery Campus of IIT Madras - The campus will be built in Thairur near Chennai in the first
phase, in an area of 2 lakh sqm at an estimated cost of Rs 1000 crore.
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2. PM Modi visits Kerala to dedicate to the nation and lay the foundation stone of
many projects

¢ Prime Minister Narendra Modi was on a one-day visit to Kochi in Kerala on 14 February
2021.

¢ During his visit, the PM laid the foundation stone for the reconstruction of the South Coal
berth at the Cochin Port Trust.

o The port is being rebuilt under the Sagarmala scheme at an estimated cost of Rs 19.19
crore.

e Projects dedicated to the nation include:

e Propylene derivative petrochemical project (PDPP) developed by Bharat Petroleum
Corporation Limited (BPCL) at a capital cost of approximately 6000 crores.

¢ The complex will produce acrylates, acrylic acid and oxo-alcohol, which are in the current
scenario imported from other countries.

¢ Ro-Ro vessels of inland waterways at Willingdon Island, Cochin

e International cruise terminal "Sagarika" at Cochin Port Trust, costing Rs 25.72 crore.

e Marine Engineering Training Institute, Vigyan Sagar, Cochin Shipyard Limited, built at a
capital cost of Rs 27.5 crore
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3. Famous Mandu Festival begins in Madhya Pradesh

e The three-day famous "Mandu Festival" began on February 13, 2021 in the historic town of
Mandu in Dhar district of Madhya Pradesh. The festival will conclude on February 15, 2021.

o The festival is organized by the state government of Madhya Pradesh to showcase each and every
aspect of the ancient Mandu city, including food, music, history and heritage, arts and crafts, etc.
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4. Four women scientists won the SERB Women's Excellence Award 2021

During the festival, the state's Culture and Tourism Minister Usha Thakur inaugurated the newly
constructed Dino Adventure Park and Fossil Museum at Mandu and constructed the Astro Park
building at a cost of Rs 59 lakh.

Dinosaur Park is India's first modern fossil park with 24 eggs and other dinosaur fossils on
display.
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The Science and Technology Research Board (SERB), a statutory body of the Department of
Science and Technology (DST), has announced the SERB Women's Excellence Award for the
year 2021 on the occasion of International Women and Girls' Day in Science. 11 February.

Four young women from National Science Academies were awarded the SERB Women's
Excellence Award 2021. Winners include:

Dr. Shobhana Kapoor - Assistant Professor at the Indian Institute of Technology Bombay,
specializing in the field of Chemical Biology with expertise in Host-Pathogen Interaction and
Membrane Biology, Chemical Biology and Biophysics.

Antara Banerjee - Scientist by National Institute for Research in Reproductive Health, Mumbai,
Maharashtra with specialization in signal transduction from the Health Sciences sector, Biology
of Reproduction and Endocrinology,

Dr. Sonu Gandhi - Scientist D from the Biotechnology field from the National Institute of Animal
Biotechnology, Hyderabad, focusing on the design and fabrication of nanosensors, label-free
biosensors.

Dr. Ritu Gupta - Assistant Professor at Indian Institute of Technology Jodhpur, working on
Nanotechnology with specialization in Material Science, Nanodevices and Sensors, Health and
Energy.

About SERB Women's Excellence Award 2021

It is a one-time award presented by SERB to women scientists since 2013 to support basic
research in key areas of science and engineering.

Women scientists should be below 40 years of age.

He / she must have received recognition from one or more national academies such as Young
Scientist Medal, Young Associateship, etc.

The award provides a grant of Rs. 15 lakhs for a period of three years for awardees to pursue their
research ideas.
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4. Finmin to invest Rs 3,000 crore in state-owned general insurance companies in Q4 of the
financial year.

e The Ministry of Finance will use Rs 3,000 crore of capital in state-owned general insurance
companies during the current quarter of 2020-21 for recapitalization to improve its financial
health.

e There are three general public sector insurance companies: National Insurance, Oriental Insurance
and United India Insurance.

BRI ST & Q4 H T & TaT{HAc dTell ATHY SIAT HAfAAT H 3,000 FUS T9 HT fAIA Hat
& fow fearfaeT
o Tdcd HATORT HU faeciia Taey # GUR & foT Gedsiientor & T 2020-21 &I ao#AmeT
fAATEY & e T & Farfica arel |rdAg AT FHafaat 7 3,000 HU F9A FH1 Goir
3T |
o TSI &7 &I cliel AHATT STAT HUTAGT §: ACE STAT, Jreg AT 3R TG R |




5. Peter Mookerjee's memoir Kalmer Starstruck: A TV Executive's Confession '

e Former media baron Peter Mukherjee has come up with his memoir Ruck Starstruck: Confessions
of a TV Executive. The book is presented as a reminder of his experiences in the satellite
television industry in India and the changes that have been underway over the years.
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Appointments

6. Mario Draghi sworn in as new Prime Minister of Italy

o Former head of the European Central Bank, Mario Puli has been sworn in as the next Prime
Minister of Italy.

e Mr. Dhani united the unity government of the main political parties after the fall of the previous
administration last month.

e [t was thrown into chaos amid a line of spending on the EU's coronavirus recovery funds.
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International/Agreements

7. The United States and the Russian Federation have agreed to extend the new Strategic Arms
Reduction Treaty for five years, US officials announced.
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