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1. Road accidents account for 11% of global deaths in India: World Bank report

o The World Bank, in collaboration with the SaveLife Foundation, has released a comprehensive
report titled "Traffic Crash Injury and Disabilities: The Burden on Indian Society', an independent,
non-governmental organization for improving road safety and emergency medical care. all over
India.

e The report was released on 13 February 2021 by Union Transport Minister, Nitin Gadkari. This
report is based on the data for the year 2019.

e The World Bank-SaveLife Foundation report highlights the adverse impact of road accidents on
poor households that push them into poverty and debt.

e [t highlights the relationship between road accidents, poverty, inequality and vulnerable road
users in India.
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2. Mapmylndia joins hand with ISRO to build ‘Bhuvan’, an alternative to Google Maps

e The Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO) has entered into an agreement with
'MapmyIndia' to offer an indigenous satellite-based mapping service in the country, as well as for
widely used Google Maps and similar products Has given a choice.

e Mapmylndia is an Indian technology company that produces digital maps in India. [Headquarters
- New Delhi

e The new indigenously developed alternative app to provide mapping and other location-based
services in India will be known as 'Bhuvan'.

e The collaboration will use MapmylIndia's digital map platform to develop ISRO's satellite images
database and develop a new app.
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Mabharashtra government demands MoU with Flipkart to promote wooden toys, local artifacts,
handicrafts

Mabharashtra Small Industries Development Corporation and Maharashtra State Khadi and Village
Industries Board have signed an MoU with e-commerce marketplace Flipkart to promote wooden
toys, local artifacts, handicrafts at the state level.

MoU will enable local artisans, weavers, artisans and MSMEs in Maharashtra to showcase their
products to millions of customers in India.

Flipkart will provide free training for packaging and branding to all these manufacturers.

The photography of the product will also be done by Flipkart.
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Banking & Economy

RBI constitues eight-member expert panel for strenthening Urban Co-operative Banks

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has constituted an eight-member expert committee on Primary
(Urban) Co-operative Banks (UCBs) to examine issues and suggest a road map for strengthening
the sector.

Chairperson: The committee will be chaired by the former RBI Deputy Governor N. S.
Vishwanathan.

Role of the Committee

Assess the regulatory measures taken by the RBI and other authorities in respect of UCBs and
their impact over the last five years to identify key constraints and enablers in fulfillment of their
socio-economic objective.

Review the current regulatory approach and recommend suitable measures to strengthen the
sector.

Suggest effective measures for faster rehabilitation and resolution of UCBs and assess potential
for consolidation in the sector
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Other member-

e Harsh Kumar Bhanwala — Former Chairman of the National Bank for Agriculture and Rural
Development (NABARD) ,

Mukund Chitale — Chartered Accountant

NC Muniyappa and RN Joshi — retired Indian Administrative Service officers

MS Sriram — [IM Bengaluru Professor

Jyotindra Mehta — President of the National Federation of Urban Cooperative Banks and Credit
Societies

e Neeraj Nigam — Chief General Manager-in-Charge, Department of Regulation, RBI
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Books & Author

5. Meghna Pant has written her new novel, The Terrible, Horrible, Very Bad News'
e Award winning writer, journalist and speaker Meghna Pant has come up with her new
novel 'The Terrible, Horrible, Very Bad News'.
e The book is published by Penguin Random House India and will be released in April
2021.
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