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NATIONAL

1. Defence Minister Rajnath Singh launches e-Chhawani portal for online civic services to
Cantt Boards

e Defence Minister Rajnath Singh recently launched an online portal ‘e-Chhawani’ and mobile app,
to facilitate ‘ease of living’ and ‘ease of doing’ for the residents of the Cantonment Boards across
the country.

e The ‘e-Chhawani’ portal will provide online municipal services to more than 20 lakh citizens
across all 62 Cantonment Boards of India while sitting at home.

e The portal can be accessed at https://echhawani.gov.in/

o The residents of cantonment areas can register their complaints regarding civic issues and even
get their documents like trade licence, sewerage connectivity applications through the portal

o Jointly been developed by : eGov Foundation, Bharat Electronics Limited (BEL), Directorate
General Defence Estates (DGDE), and National Informatics Centre (NIC).

e A cantonment board is a civic administration body in India under control of the Ministry of
Defence. It takes care of mandatory duties such as provision of public health, water supply,
sanitation, primary education, and street lighting etc.
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2. PM lays the foundation stone of Maharaja Suheldev Memorial and development work of
Chittaura Lake

e  Prime Minister Narendra Modi laid the foundation stone of Maharaja Suheldev Memorial at
Bahraich, Uttar Pradesh on February 16, 2021, via video conference.
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PM Modi also laid the foundation stone of the development work of Chittaura Lake in Bahraich.
A medical College building named after Maharaja Suheldev was also inaugurated by Modiji.
The 2021 event marked the 112th birth anniversary celebration of Maharaja Suheldev.
Maharaja Suheldev was the ruler of Shravasti in Bahraich district of Uttar Pradesh, who ruled in
the 11th century.
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INTERNATIONAL

3. China overtakes US as EU's largest trading partner

e The People's Republic of China has overtaken the United States (US) as the largest trading partner
of the European Union (EU) in 2020, according to data from Eurostat, the European Union's
statistics agency.

e Britain, which left the European Union in 2020, was the third largest trading partner for the bloc,
behind China and the United States.

e The EU's trade volume with China reached 586 billion euros ($ 711 billion) in 2020, while for the
US it was 555 billion euros ($ 673 billion). Bilateral trade with Britain reached 444.7 billion
euros.

e European Union exports to China rose 2.2 percent to 202.5 billion euros, while imports from
China rose 5.6 percent to 383.5 billion euros.

e Similarly, EU exports to the United States declined by 13.2 percent and imports by 8.2 percent in
the same period.

e Exports to Britain declined by 13.2 percent, while imports declined by 13.9 percent.
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(FuH) 1 9oTs G|
o foee, forEat 2020 7 U wE A I3 o, D 3R TgFT T AR & S, solfeh -
T freRT 9w 937 ST AR AT

o T & AT G T HT AR A 2020 3 586 Fferzrer I3 (s 711 faferen) T aga
T, St AR & fow I8 555 aforas I3 (673 faferaet stew) | foesr & ary gfausia
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APPOINTMENT

4. Dr. Ajay Mathur selected Genera, the new director of the International Solar Alliance

The International Solar Alliance (ISA) has named DRS. On 15 February 2021, Ajay Mathur
was elected as the new Director General at the first Special Assembly of ISA members. He
will take over the leadership of the ISA on 15 March 2021.

Dr. Mathur will succeed Mr. Upendra Tripathi, who has served as the Director General since
the founding of the ISA in 2015.

Mathur is currently the head of The Energy and Research Institute based in New Delhi.
Located in Gurugram, ISA is a coalition of 73 member countries, established to accelerate
the demand and use of safe, sustainable and affordable solar energy for all.

ISA aims to invest more than $ 1 trillion USD in solar projects by 2030.

4. 3| 3TSTT ATYR o GRS HeR eTIH & AT {4 2reh SIoRT T Fall
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FEATR |

President Ram Nath Kovind appointed Justice Pulgoru Venkat Sanjay Kumar as the
Chief Justice of the Manipur High Court

Justice Pulgoru Venkat Sanjay Kumar has been sworn in as the Chief Justice of the Manipur High
Court.

He was appointed by the President of India, Shri Ram Nath Kovind, in the exercise of the power
conferred by clause (1) of Article 217 of the Constitution of India on February 12, 2021.

Earlier, Justice PV Sanjay Kumar served as a judge in the Punjab and Haryana High Court.
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6. Priti Sinha of Indian origin appointed as head of United Nations Capital Development Fund

The United Nations Capital Development Fund has appointed Indian-origin investment and
development banker Preeti Sinha as its executive secretary, the highest leadership rank in the
institution.

She succeeds Judith Karl.
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Sinha will work in women, youth, small and medium-sized enterprises with a focus on providing
micro-finance support to under-served communities.

The New York-based United Nations Capital Development Fund is an autonomous United
Nations organization affiliated with UNDP.

6. TYF USg Yol Taehrd A & vog@ o &7 H fAgerc Ry 7t 1 ifd et
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SPORT

Wicketkeeper batsman Naman Ojha announced his retirement from all formats of cricket

e Former India wicket-keeper-batsman Naman Ojha has announced his retirement from all
formats of cricket on 15 February 2021.

e (Ojha made first class debut for Madhya Pradesh in 2000-01.

e The 37-year-old from Madhya Pradesh holds the record for the most number of dismissals
by a wicketkeeper in the Ranji Trophy.

e Qjha has represented India in all three formats, including one Test, one ODI and two T20
Internationals.

7. fahehIuT TeoiaTet sTdeT NS o fohehe o Y UTal & oard T GvoTT iy
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OBITUARY

8. Former governor and jurist of Bihar-Jharkhand M. Rama Jois died at the age of 88

Renowned jurist and a former governor of Bihar and Jharkhand, Justice (retired) M. Ram Jose is
suffering from age related illnesses. He was 88.

A former Rajya Sabha MP, he also served as the Chief Justice of the Punjab and Haryana High
Court.

He was also a senior advocate in the Supreme Court of India.
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