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1. World Thinking Day : Observed On Feb 22

e World Thinking Day is celebrated each year by the Girl Guides and Girl Scouts across the world on the
22nd February.

e The aim of Thinking Day is to bring together young people from across the world; nearly 150 countries
choose to take part in the celebrations to celebrate international fun and friendship, as well as to help
raise money and focus on the year’s global theme.

2021 Theme of World Thinking Day is: “Peacebuilding”
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2. World Day of Social Justice 2021: Observed On February 20

e World Day of Social Justice is observed on February 20 every year.

e The main objective of celebrating World Day of Social Justice is to raise a voice against social injustice and
to bring the various communities internationally together to eliminate poverty, gender, and physical
discrimination, illiteracy, religious discrimination to make a socially integrated society.

The theme of World Day of Social Justice 2021: “A Call for Social Justice in the Digital Economy”.
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3. World Pangolin Day 2021: Feb 20
e The World Pangolin Day is celebrated on the “Third Saturday of February” every year.
e In 2021, the annual World Pangolin Day is being celebrated on 20 February 2020.
e It marks the 10th edition of the event.
e The day aims to raise awareness about these unique mammals and speed up conservation efforts.
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CURRENT AFFAIRS: NATIONAL NEWS

India and its Southern neighbour Maldives signed five agreements that would boost infrastructure in the
island nation.

The pacts that were signed during Foreign Minister S Jaishankar’s visit.

India has offered a standalone Line of Credit of $40 million for sports infrastructure in the Maldives.
Apart from this, five pacts were signed between India and Maldives to boost infrastructure in the island
nation.

MoU on grant funding USD 0.5 million for a fish processing plant in Kendhikulhudhoo in the northern
Maldives.

MoU on capacity building and exchange of content and expertise between Prasar Bharati and Public State
Media, Maldives.

MoU on sustainable urban development between MoHUA and Ministry of national planning, housing and
infrastructure, Maldives.

Capital : Male

Currency : Maldivian rufiyaa

President : Ibrahim Mohamed Solih
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Tourism Minister to inaugurate Incredible India Mega Homestay Development

Culture and Tourism Minister Prahlad Singh Patel will inaugurate the three day Incredible India Mega
Homestay Development and Training Workshop in Darjeeling.

The concept of Homestay is getting popular in Darjeeling and Kalimpong districts of Northern part of
West Bengal.

The involvement of the local community is more than ever in this Homestay Tourism at one of the most
favoured hill stations for domestic and inbound tourists.

The Tourism Ministry said, a total of 450 homestay owners will be trained in the workshop where I1AS
School of Management will train them free of cost in different spheres of Hospitality.
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> The aim of this robust hospitality training workshop is to upgrade the hospitality skills of local community
stakeholders by capacity building.
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6. National Toy Fair to be organized from Feb 27

e The first-ever National Toy Fair will be organized from 27th February to 2nd March through a virtual
medium.

e |IT Gandhinagar based Centre for Creative Learning (CCL) will showcase its unique 75 toy creations in the
fair.

e |IT Gandhinagar is the only IIT in the country which is running such a centre for creative learning.

e The centre is inculcating scientific temperament among students and teachers by developing a range of
scientific and educational toys.

e Founder of CCL, Manish Jain said education is supposed to ignite the brains of the children and for this to
happen, it is important the children find education interesting

e  Prime Minister Narendra Modi will visit Assam and West Bengal.

e In Assam, Mr Modi will dedicate important projects of the oil and gas sector to the nation at Silapathar in
Dhemaiji district.
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7. Prakash Javadekar inaugurates Atal Paryavaran Bhavan in Lakshadweep

e Union Minister for Environment, Forest and Climate Change, Prakash Javadekar, inaugurated the Atal
Paryavaran Bhavan at Lakshadweep on Feb 19, 2021.

e Prakash Javadekar is on a four day official visit to Lakshadweep from February 19 to 22, 2021.

e The Minister is to attend programmes at Suheli, Kadmat and Bangaram islands and evaluate major
innovative initiatives of the Forest and Environment Department of the Union Territory.

e Suheli Paris an oval-shaped and 17 km long coral atoll in Lakshadweep that is surrounded by a zone of
rich marine fauna.
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e He will also evaluate the major innovative initiatives of the Union Territory’s Forest and Environment
Department

e Prakash Javadekar inaugurates Atal Paryavaran Bhavan in Lakshadweep

» Lakshadweep Capital: Kavaratti.

» Lakshadweep Administrator: Praful Patel.
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8. Assam CM Sonowal lays foundation of first skill university of eastern India

e Assam Chief Minister Sarbananda Sonowal laid the foundation of the first skill university of eastern India
in Darrang district, aimed at imparting training to over 10,000 students in 12 disciplines.

e The varsity would be built with a financial outlay of1,000 crore.

e Itis expected to be completed by 2026, and will have understandings with countries like Germany,
Taiwan, South Korea, Israel, Japan, and England.

e  Skill, Employment and Entrepreneurship Development Minister Chandra Mohan Patowary termed the
day as historic, as the process has been initiated for setting up the third skill university in India.
About Assam:

» CM : Sarbananda Sonowal

» Capital : Dispur
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9. PM Modi to address 66th annual convocation of lIT Kharagpur
e Prime Minister Narendra Modi will address the 66th annual convocation of IIT Kharagpur via video
conferencing.
e The institute is organizing its convocation in virtual mode, keeping in view the safety measures during the
post pandemic situation.
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Union Education Minister Ramesh Pokhriyal Nishank and Minister of State for Education Sanjay Dhotre
will also attend the convocation.

As many as 75 students including nine Institute Gold medal winners and 66 Institute Silver medal winners
have been invited to receive the awards in person.

More than 2,800 students will be awarded degrees in online mode.

The Institute will also confer DSc, IIT Kharagpur Life Fellow Award and distinguished Alumnus Award to
27 achievers for their contribution to academics and research, social service and public welfare.
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10. Govt sanctions over 56 thousand more houses — PMAY (Urban)

10.

Government has sanctioned over 56 thousand more houses under the Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana
(Urban).

The Central Sanctioning and Monitoring Committee have approved them.

Housing and Urban Affairs Minister Hardeep Singh Puri said, out of the total validated demand of one
crore 12 lakh houses by 2022, nearly one crore 11 lakh homes are now sanctioned.

He informed that over 73 lakh houses have now been grounded.

The Minister said, 42 lakh 70 thousand houses have been handed over to the beneficiaries.
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CURRENT AFFAIRS: INTERNATIONAL

11. U.S. Officially Rejoins Paris Climate Agreement
e The United States officially rejoined the Paris Agreement on climate change designed to limit global
warming and avoid its potentially catastrophic impacts.
e Nearly 200 nations have signed on to the landmark accord and committed to limit their greenhouse gas
emissions in an attempt to keep global warming below 2 degrees Celsius preferably below 1.5 degrees
Celsius compared to pre-industrial temperatures.
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CURRENT AFFAIRS: STATE NEWS

12. Kerala govt sanctions Rs.9 crore to build ‘smart’ anganwadis

e The Kerala government has sanctioned 9 crore to convert the conventional anganwadis into “smart”
structures with better amenities.

e Under the Smart Anganwadi scheme, the Department of Women and Child Development has granted 48
anganwadis in the state to construct new buildings.

e To provide early childhood care, the Kerala government has decided to build ‘smart anganwadis’ in a
phased manner. The aim is to make the facility more child-friendly to nurture the mental and physical
development of children.

e The smart anganwadis are being designed and constructed as part of the Integrated Child Development
Scheme (ICDS).

o |tis expected to have various amenities, ranging from study hall, kitchen, dining area, store room,
creative zone, garden to swimming pool and outdoor play area as per the availability of land.

About Kerala:
» CM: Pinarayi Vijayan
> Capital : Thiruvananthapuram
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13. Karnataka to host second Khelo India University Games this year

e Union Sports Minister Kiren Rijiju has announced that the second Khelo India University Games will be
hosted by Karnataka.

e Bengaluru along with Chief Minister BS Yediyurappa, Mr Rijiju said that the largest University games in
the country scheduled later this year will be held in Bengaluru in partnership with Association of Indian
Universities.

e Over 4,000 sportsmen under the age of 25 will compete with an opportunity to be selected for the
national teams.

e The first edition of University games was held in Bhubaneswar.

About Karnataka:

> Capital: Bengaluru

» Governor: Vajubhai Vala

» Chief minister: B. S. Yediyurappa
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14. First paperless budget to be presented in Uttar Pradesh Assembly

o UP will be the first state in the country to table a paperless budget.

e The State Finance Minister Suresh Khanna will present the first paperless budget in the history of
the State.

e All members of the State Legislature have been provided iPads to view the budget highlights
which will also be available on two big screens put up in the House.

e The 2021-2022 budgets will also be available on an App which can be downloaded from Google
Play Store with the name ‘Uttar Pradesh Sarkar Ka Budget’.

e About Uttar Pradesh:

» Capital: Lucknow

» Governor: Anandiben Patel

» Chief minister: Yogi Adityanath
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15. Uttar Pradesh govt to develop Jewar Airport as Asia’s biggest airport

e Yogi Adityanath-led Uttar Pradesh government plans to develop Jewar Airport as Asia’s biggest airport
with six runways.

e The state government has to set aside 2,000 crore for Jewar Airport in its budget for 2021-22 presenting
in the Assembly.

e The state government has also increased the number of runways of the Jewar Airport to six, from two
proposed earlier.

e The under construction airport in Ayodhya will be named as Maryada Purushottam Sriram Airport.

e A provision of 101 crore rupees has been made for it in the budget.

e Ayodhya airport will also be subsequently made an international airport.
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16. Mehbooba Mufti re-elected as President of PDP

e Former Chief Minister of Jammu and Kashmir Mehbooba Mufti has been re-elected as President of
Peoples’ Democratic Party.

e The party announced through its official twitter handle that Ms Mehbooba Mufti was unanimously re-
elected as JK-PDP President for a period of three years.

e Party members and leaders from both Jammu and Kashmir participated in the election process.
About Jammu and Kashmir:

» Capital: Jammu (winter) Kashmir (summer)

» Governor: Lt. Governor Manoj Sinha
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CURRENT AFFAIRS: BANKING & FINANCE

17. S&P Global Ratings said India will be one of the fastest growing emerging market economies with a 10%

growth in the next fiscal.
e Future sovereign rating action would hinge on lowering fiscal deficit and sustaining debt burden.
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18. YONO merchant app launched SBI Payments
e India’s largest lender, State Bank of India, will launch-a YONO merchant’s app to enable 20 million
merchants from tier 2, 3 cities to adopt digital payments.
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19. Indian Oil signs pact with Greenstat Norway for hydrogen fuel
e A national hydrogen mission to accelerate plans to generate the carbon-free fuel from renewables, state-
owned Indian Qil Corporation (I0C) signed a pact with Greenstat Norway for setting up a Centre of

Excellence on Hydrogen.
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CURRENT AFFAIRS: MOU’S

20. India, World Bank ink project for Nagaland

e Indian government, Government of Nagaland and the World Bank signed a $68 million project to
enhance the governance of schools across Nagaland as well as to improve teaching practices and
learning environments in select schools.

e The “Nagaland: Enhancing Classroom Teaching and Resources Project” will improve classroom
instruction; create opportunities for the professional development of teachers; and build technology
systems to provide students and teachers with more access to blended and online learning as well as
allow better monitoring of policies and programs, a Finance Ministry statement said.
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CURRENT AFFAIRS: SPORTS NEWS

21. Sri Lanka pacer Dhammika Prasad quits international cricket
e Sri Lanka fast bowler Dhammika Prasad has announced his retirement from international cricket.
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