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CONSTITUTION OF INDIA
Part IV A

Fundamental

Duties of Citizens

ARTICLE S1A
Pundamental Dutles = It shall be the duty of every eftizen of India —

(=)

[kl

g

es g B S

o abide by e Constitution and respect its ideals and institgtions,
the Natisoal Flag and the Mational Anthem:

to cheriali and follow the nobie ddeals which tnspired ouwr national
niruggle for freedom:

(o uphold and protect Lhe soversignty, unity and integrity of India:
ta defend the country and render cational service whep called upon
o o st

To promote harmony aod the apicit of coimmon brotherhood mpongst

all the people of India transeending religiows, lingulstic and regicnal
or sectional divermities; (o renounce practices derogatory 1o the
dignity of women;

to value and preserve the rich beritage of our composile culture!

to protest and improve the natural enviromment inchading forests,
Inkes, rivers, wild life nnd 1o have companion lor llving creatures;

o develop the scleniife temper, Tnomuniam and the spirt of inguiry
und reform;

o safrguand public property and to abjure violence;

o atrive towanda excellence tn all sphieren of Indbidunl shd collective
netivity so that the nation constantly rises (o bigher jovels of
endeavour nid nchieremani.




CuaPTER 1

Tue Stupy oF Inpian HisTORY

Tre various aspects that we study form the part of
an overall personality of The sooiety and the people.
Thergtore, -we can say that the study of lustery is
the study of The entire hiuman pasi, which goes Dack
to- milllons 6f vears:
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Exowma about one's past iz tatral to
all of us, We arfe always corious to Know
as 1 wha wers our ancestors e
grandfather, grear-grandfather and so
on; [rom where did they come, bhow they
lived ete. This s known as the guest for
Jetidwing the history of an Individual
family, which can differ vastly within a
single society. But when the study Is
extended bieyond the individual families,
to. the soclety, It tikes o mmplcl‘.cl_t,-
different shiupe, Then we talk about the
entive socidty and Lhe whole ristion, This
quest about knowing the past is known as
history.

Througlt the stidy of history of a
society or nation we have come to know
tbout the past of that society or nation,
We came toknow how that spdlety or thie
nation has developed over a long period
of time. Sciinie ol thiese aspects are! how
thay started aericulture, when they
began the use of inetal anod how
spinning, weaving, metalworking
developed. With all theése economic
anpecta, Alsh came o whaole lot of other
things like the development of political
and administzauve systems, evolution of
urban life, development of science and
Hiormtutbe and architectiure ete. The
atudy of all this is known as history,. As
yail can see, the study of history does
nol miean just the study of dates ancd
events connoected with some kings or
dynnsties,

The various aspects that we study
form the part of an overpll personality of
the gociety and the people. Thersfore, we
can say that the study of histary is the
study of the entire hiaman past, which
goes back o millions of years,

It must be emphasised that all
sovietics have developed over a long

B e L T T R T
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period of time but they differ in tetms of
courses they followed and the processes
they underwent. Though they all were
stone-age hunter-gatherers, they all
practised agnculture, they all began to
use metal 5r one tme or other, still they
differ in their cultuml, socml, politicsl
and teligious dentity. 1t i3 begaoge
hevond the economic redln He people’s
ideas regarding their social system,
religious practices, political system, art
and architecture, language and
literngure anid so on. These things any
very individusl 1o sach society and
nation,

Therefore, the study of history also
helps (o understandiog the people,
socioties and nations and finally the
whele humanity gets o sense of ideatity
and belonging. Many people, mcluding
sorive lkding scientists and sinidsnien,
ask, why study history? It does not
contribute anything economically. Il
cannot solve the prablem of poverty and
unemplayment. There & also a
perception that it only creates problems
and [neresies anlmioaity amang the
praple, It may he sald here that this = a
very superficial view. It lelps us in
knpwing people. their culture, their
refigion, und their sovial systems, snd
respoching them. The study of history
makes us learn lessona fram the past
for the present and future, It helps us in
nof repeatng the mistakes which led to
varipus menmade calnmities anid
disastera like wars in the past History
alse tlls ts how to lganpe the bad things
that creuted prablems in socicty ind
follow the things which premote
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harmony, peace and prosperity. For
example, more than two thousend years:
bk Ashoka, in his Rock Ediet XTI, irsisted
o the following measures and practices
to. maintain harmony, peace and
prosperity in sociefy:

“fi) promotion of what constitutes (the
essence ol @l religions as their
‘vomrion ground o roob (mula);

() cultlvation of this sense of Unity
of all refigions by the practice of
vachagutt or resttaint of criticism
of e*her religions und sects;

jm) the - mingtogether | sammaaya) of
exponents of different religions in
religions assemblies; s

fiv] learningthe texts af atherreligions
s a8 Lo become bahusruba Of
profigient in the soriptures of
different relipions™

History gives people thelr fdentity
The study of past does not men that one
lives i the past bt one jeams to live with
the prst. History 38 nob, something tha
we can disown.
As mentioned ewrlier, history gives
o society ofa tuition @n idetitity. On the
bakis af thie smdy of history, British
historian AL, Basham (1914-1986), in
his book, The Wonder That was India,
writes; _
“At most periods of her history,
Indin, though & culniral cnit, has

Tz Srcoy or Dvoian Mo ﬁ

been torm by internecing war.
In statecrafll herrulers were
cunning and unserupulous.
Frumiine, flood and plague visited
lier from timie tootime, arud killed
imilliong of her peaple. Ineguality
of birth was given religious
sanction, and the lot of the
htimble was genemnlly hard, Yet,

our overall impression is that in
o other part of the ansient world
were the relations of man an
man. and of man and’ the state,

$0 Duir and Rumane, o no other
uarl;r clvilization were slaves so
fow i numiber, and’ it no other
ancient Inw-hools are their rights
s0 well protected as in the
Arthashastra. No other ancient
lawgiver proclaimed such noble
Ideals of f‘nir pley in bottle as did
Mearna. In all her history of warfare
Hindu India has few tales 1o el
of cities pur to the sword or of the
massacre of noncombatants, The
ghastly sadism of the kings of
Assyrin, who flayed their captives
alive, is campletely without
parallel in ancient India. There
was sporadie oruelty and
oppreasion no doubt. bit, in
pomparisan with conditions in
other early cultures, it was mild.
Tous the most striking fearure of
angient Indian civiization is its
huamanity™.



CHAPTER 2

ANCIENT Imm History WRITING

Ouxe of. the mest inreresting aspect of the study of
nistery is knowing the history ol istory writing
itself. It gives.vou an idea how history changes by
the changing interprefation.
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indinn Tradition of History Writing

One of the most interesting aspect of the
study of history is knowing the history
of History writing {tselfl It gives you an
idea how history itsell cay be moulded
by interpretation. How same dita and
the same evidence get completely
different meaning in the hands of
different scholars. In this chapter, we
are going o learn precisely this aspect
of ancienl Indian history. We shall
study when and how the writing of
anclent Indian history began and how
it progressed, trmversing different paths
over @ long penod of tme. Many loreign
stholars bpined that Indisins had no
sense of histhry writing and whatever
wis writtenin the name of history is
nothing more than a story without any
sense. This appears tn be-a very harsh
judgement. To say that Indians had no
consciousness about their own history
and no sense olwriting History is simply
incorrect. The knowledge of history was
given a very high plice in ancient India.
It was accorded sanctity equal 1o a
Viedd. Athorvaveda, Brahmanas and
Upiinishads include [tihas-Furana as
ot of e bBranchés of knowledjge,
Eautilya in his Arthashastra (fourth
ventury B.C.| advises the king to devote
a part of his ime everyday for heanng
the narmations of history. According. to
the Puranas, following are the subject
matters of history: sarga [evalution of
universe), prafivarga (invelution of
universe], manvantantar (vecurring of
tmel, vamsa [genealogical st of kings
and sages), and vamsanucharita
(life srories of some selected characters),

Ancriter Iiaan . Hisroiy Werriio ﬁ

The Puranie literalure (s very vast
and weé hdave 18 main Puranis, 18
subsidiary Puranas and a large
number of nther books. It is interesting
th note that in sll the Puranas royal
genealogies are deall with the reign of
Parikshit, the grandson of Arjun, as &
benchmark. All the earlier dynasties
and ldngs have been mentioned in past
tense. While the latter kings and
dynasties have been narrated in fubare
tense. This may be because of the fact
that the coronation of Parikshit marks
the beginning of Kali Age. Many
scholars think that this also points to
the fact that perhaps the Puranas werg
completed duging the reign of Parikshit,

In the context of the Puranasit may
be remembered that in ancient India,
Itihas was looked upon as a means (o
iamdnate the present and futare in the
lght of the past. The purpose of histery
wis (o understand and inculeate a
sense of duty and sacrifice by
individuale to their familicg, by the
families to their cluns, by the clans to
their villages and by the villages to
Janapada end Rashtra and ultimately
to the whaole humaniie: History was not
meant to be dri exhatstive compendivm
of the niames of the Wings and dynasties
arid their achisvements etec. It was
treated as a powerful vehicle of
awakening of cultural and social
consciousness. It was perhaps, for this
reason that the narvition of Puranas
were a part of the annual ritual in svery
village and town during the rainy
seasan and at the time of festivals, The
Puranas may not satisfy the modemn



t Awuesir laua

definition of historiography op those 2

who wibte it may not have been a
af the *histarian’s crafts”, bul i
fullly aware of the purpose of

and the purpose of history 1md.'l'

Many historians like 7.E. Purgitar
and H.C. Raychaudhury have
attempied to write listory on the basis
of genealogies of various dynasties
given in Purdnas. The Greek
ambassador Megasthenese (in the court
of Chandragupta Maurya ¢ 324-300
B.C,) testifies the existence of a list of
153 kings whose reigns had covered a
petiod of about 6053 vears uptill then.

Kalhiana's Rajararanginiis another
work of history which is indeed a
solitary example of its kind. It enjoys
great respect among the historans for
it= appronch and historical cantent.

Early Foreignoes

Wher we look at the writngs on
listory of anclent [ndin beyond the
Indian {rontiers, we find that earliest
attempts were those of Greek writers,
Most notable are Heradotus, Nearchus,
Megasthenese, Plutarch, Arrian, Strabo,
Pliny the Elder, and Ptolemy. However,
exctpt Tor Megusthenese all athers have
touched Indign history in the true
sense very marginally. They were
concerned mostly with the norih-
western part of India and primarily the
areas which were elther part of the
Persian and Greek Satraples or
Alexander’s campaign, Megasthenese
wrote extensively ina book called
‘Indica’ which is no longer available to
us. We know abaul Megastheneses

AR W AR AR A T W R R A S R R TN T AT R R e

through various extracls in

ne wrlttﬂgs ol Divdorous, Strabo
and Arrian, It is very clear that
) egaslhm:sc Liagl little understanding.
of Indian soviety and social svstems.
For example, he mentions that Indian
sotiety comprised of seven castes (jatis).

The discrepancies in Megasthenese’s
worlks scem to bo because of his lack of
knowiedge of any Indian language amd
betng not part of Indisn society and
psychie. It is surprising that intenalve
tracde refation with lndla during the firdt
few venturies of the Christian era left
such few traces in the Indian literary
tradition of the period.

Next important phase of historo-
graphy begins with Al-Beruni, who
was born i central Asia in A.D. 973
and died in Ghuaznl (present-doy
Afphanistan)in A, DU 1048 | He was one
of the greatest scholars of his time a
a eantemporary of Mahmud of
When Mahmud conguersd part nf
central Asis, he ook Al-Beruni
him. Thnugh Al-Beruni deplored his
loss of freedom, he appreciated the
favoursble circumstances for his work.
Unlike Megasthenese, Al-Berund
studied Sanskrit language and tried to
gain a precise knowledge of Indian
sturees, The st ofworks consulted by
him is long and impressive. His
obiservations fange from philosaphy,
rellgion, culture, society o science,
literature, art and medicne. Al-Beruni's
wark can be termed as fairly oh]miw
and wherever he has faltered |is
nat because of anv other reason Lut
his lack of proper undersunding,
Al-Berunt tan be oredited to he




comparatively free from religious or
racinl bigees, we 20 often encounterin
the writing of his successor Muslim
and Buropean writers, However,
sometime Al-Beruni does show his
annoyance when he says sarcastically,
* .. e Hindus beliese that thére is no
country but theirs, oo nation lke
theirs, no kings ke theirs, no religion
like theirs, no sclence ke theirs”.

Christinn Missionsries and
Ealightenment

The next phase of historiography
belongs to the European interest
manly the Christinn Missionarnies. A
large number of works were produced
i India Bl nore of them compared 10
the works of Al-Beriani. While Al-Beruni
alsp possess a well defined religious
and hermencutics awareness, he was
ecraentially 2 scholar nod not driven to
preach his fmith. Mostof the missionary,
writings cafl hardly be said to be [ir.
They were mdre interested in léarning
and writing abogi Indian history in
order to depict its laws and prepare the
ground for evangslical activity. Their
contributions during the seventeenth
andl eighteenth centuries are also
ﬂ&dﬂdbyﬂurmﬁgmtm intellectual and
political movements in Europe.
However, it must be pointed out that
all this led not only 1o the accumulation
of lgrge amount of contributions about
Inelian history but also [ndian history
became the vietim of politicul arid
religious problemis of Europe,

With the coming of Enlightenment
another phase of European histon-
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agraphy on lhdia begins. Many
scholars like John Holwell, Nanthaniel
Halhed, and Alexander Dow — all
associated in various capacities with
the British East India Company - wrote
about Indian history and culture
proving the preseminence of Inding
civilization in the ametenl world.

On the basig of Puranic sourees,
they also described the immense
antigiity of human race, Holwell wrole
that Hindu texts contained a higher
revelation than the Christian one and
they pre-dated the flood described in
the Old Testament and that, “the
mvthology, as well as cosmogony of the
Egyptians, Greeks and Romens, were
borrowed from the doctriries of Lhe
Brahming”, Halhed also eritically
exanined the various aspects of Indian
history, religion, mythology ¢te. He
discussed the vast perods of time of
humaean history assigned to four Yugas
ond concluded that human reason can
no more recencile o itsell the idea of
Patriarchal longevity of few thousand
years for the enlive span of Hunian race.
Based on the lLuge amount of
literature produced in Europe during
the seventeenth and righteenth
centiry Bumpe, many schalars and
intellectuals who had never travelled to
India wrate about it. The great
inteflectual end statesman, Voltaire
viewed Indis as the homeland of religon
it1 its oldest and purest form; and dlso
as the eradle of warldly civilizations
Voltaire was convineed of the prianty
of Indian dachievement in the area of
secular learning apd worldly eulture.
He describes Indians as the people, “to

..........................
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whom we owe our numbers, our
backgammon, our chess, our [flrst
principles of geometry and fables which
have become our own.” He further
- wirote, “In short | am convinced that
evervthing - astronomy, astrology,
metaphivsics, ste. - comes tw us from
the banlk of Ganges™.

The Frénch naturalist and traveller
Pierre de Sonnerate also believed that
all knowledge came from India which
he considered as the cradle of
civilizations. In 1807 the well known
metaphysician Schelling wrote, “what
is Europe really but a sterile trunle
which owes evervthing to oriental
gralts?” The great philosopher
Emannual Kant also acknowledged
greatness of ancient Indian culture and
civilization, He wrote, *Their religion has
a great purity ... {and) one can find
traces of pure concept, of divinity which
cannot easily be found elsewhere”. He
also declared that Indian religious
thoughts were free of dogmatism and
intolerance.

Imperialist Historlography

We have earlier mentioned abiout the
puissionury activities in India and their
interest, in writing Indian history.
Besides the colanial inferests the
establishment of Asiatic Soeciety of
Bengal in 1784 alse contributed
towards the writing of Indian History
in its own way. Howsaver, it must be
mentioned dat this stage itself that
much of these writings reflect the
contemporary debate on religions faith
and nationality and also their interests
in enlarging the European colonies for

economic exploltation. Some of the

leading intellectuals of the nineteenth
century trading of this path are William.
Jomes, Max Muller, Monier Williams,
JuS. Mill, Kar] Marxand F.W. Hegel. The

‘mpst prominent among the twentieth

cenrary historions: belonging o this
schaal of thought was Vincent Arthur
Smith (1843-1920) who prepared the
firat systematic history of anclent Irclia
published in 1904,

A large section of the European
scholars became worried when the
greatness of India's past staried
becoming popular and the Indian
philasophy, logic and writings on such
things as origin of universe, humanity
and its age ete. started gaining
acceptance, For well gver a millennium
much of the Europe had accepted the
Old Testament as the final testument
documenting the history of human
race. Thomas Maurice, for example,
was bitterly upsel and wrote in 1812
about, “the daring assumptions of
certain sceptical French philosophers
with respect to the Age of the world ...
argument principally founded o1 the
high assumptions of the Brohmins., ..
(which) have a diresct tetidency to

overtum the Mosale system, and, with

it, Christianity”. These people were
also verv worried about the Bible story
of Creation, Righap Usher had
caleulated that the whole universe
was created at 9.00 a.m. on 23rd
Oetaber 4004 B.C. and the Great Flood
took plage in 2349 B.C. These dates
and creation stories were being
threatened to be wrong in the face of

Indian mythologies which talked in

terms of four Yugas and severanl
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hundred million years, This threatened
the very foundation of the Eith.

However, the faithfizl were relleved
by “the fortumate arrival of.,. the
varous dissertations. on the subject, of
S Willlsim Jones™. On his own part, Sir
William Jones concern was 2econd to
none. He wrote fn 1788, “some
intelligent and virtuous persons are
inelined to doubt the authenticity of the
accounts delivered by Moses". .Jones tao
was very clear that, “either the first
tleven chapters of Genesis.. are e
or the whole fabric of our national
religion is false, 4 conclusion which
fone of us, | trust, would wish o be
drawn",

In view of the growing concern of the
faithful, Boden Professorships of
Sanskrit at Oxford University was
enclowed by Colone! Boden, specifically
topromote the Sanskrit learming among
the English, o a8 “te enable his
countrymen to proceed in the
cemversion of the natives of [hdls to the
Christian religion”- Prizes were aoffered
ter the literary works undermining
Indian tradition and religion:, The first
oecupant of the Boden Chair was
Horgee Hayman Wilson. Writing abmait
o weries of lectures he gave, Wilson
hinisell noted that, "these leotures were
written to help candiduties for & prize of
£ 200 given by Johin Muir. .. foy the best
refutation of the Hindu religious
aystems!.

Friedrich Max Muller is considered
as ongof the most respected Indologists
of the nineteenth century. e was a
German but spent most of his life in
England. On the request and Anancial
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suppart of the British East India
Company he undertook massive jobs
of transintion and interpretation of the
indian religious fexts in English.
THough he achieved an unpéaralleled
feat of getting translated a huge mass
of Sanskril texts into English, thereby,
brirging it to the knowledge of the
Enghsh speaking world, his approach
and intention were never [ree from
prejudice. They were necessitated by
his religipus belisf and palitical
riequirements. Both these coloured the
entire approach for the writing and
interpretation of Indian hiswry.

In 1857 Max Muller winle to the
Duke of Argyll, 1 ook upors the ereation
given ju the Genesis as simply
higtorical™. Therefore, in terms of time
span all he had was 6000 vears Le. upto
4000 B.C. within which entire istory
ol universe had ta be finted. It was under
this guiding principle William Jones.
Max Muller, Vincent Smith and others
wrote Indian hislery,

Eager to settle the matler first,
William  Jones undertook the
responsibility of unravelling Indlan
chronelogy for the benefit and
gppeasement of his disconcerted
colleagues. © | propose 1o lay before
you a conecise history of Indian
rhronology extracted (rom Sanskrit
bogks, attnched 1o to system, and as
much disposed to reject Mosoick
history, il it be proved ermoheons, as {o
believe it, if it bhe confirmed by sound
reason from indubitnble evidence™.
Despite such assurances, Jone's own
predispositions on this malter was
revealed in several earlier writings: For



example in 1788 he wiote, *l am obliged
of course to bebeve the sanctity of
venerable books Jof Genesis|™. In 1790
Jiones concluded his researches by

claiming ty have “traced the foundation.

of the Indisn empire above three

thousand eight hundred years lrom:

now”, that is to say, safely within the
conflbes of Bishop Lisher's creation
date of 4004 B,C. and, more imporuint,
within the partmeters of the Greal
Floed, which Jones considered to have
perurred in 2350 B.C. Same was the
comstraint with Max Muller when the
question of chronology of Sanskrit
litetalure cante wp. Lacking any [rm
basis of his own and rejecting every
Indian evidenie, he arbitrurily dated the
entire Sanskrit literature faking the
carliest l.e. RigWeda 1o be of 1500 B.C.,
ance again within the safe limits of
Genesis cluonology. '

Such efforts on the part of
European scholars, chiefly British.
Brovght somes reliel and made this new
uppraach safe for Clirjstianity end Its:
faithful followers. Assessing Lhe impact
of such works, mainly of Jones,
Trautmann writes |,997], “Jones in
eifect showed that Sanskrit literature
‘wans not an suemy bat an ally of
the Bible, supplying independent
curroboration of Bibie's version of
history. June's chropological researchies
did manage to calm lhe waters
somewhat und effectively gnarantesd
that the new admiration for Hindulsm
wonld reinforce Christianity and wonld
tot wierk o its overthrow”

Thus, the fate of Indian history
now. ol intertwined with the sufety
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and pleasure of Christianity. The

culminution of the objectives and the

resulis of the efforts of great Europesn
scholars of Indology is s#=n in private
correspondence. Max Muller, writes o
his wile of his monumentnl work o
ecliling 30 vals, of Saered Books of the
Enst, “... this editiont of mine and th
translation of Veda, will hersin after tel
# great extent on the fate of ladia ang
on thegrowth of millions of souls in the
couniry: It s the oot of their religio
and to show them what the root is.
feel sure, is the only way of uprooting
all that has sprung from it during th
Inst three thousand years”, Two years
alter this, Max Muller wrate in 1868 u
the Buke af Argyll, then Secretary of
State for Indis, "The ancient religion of
Indis is doomed, and if Christianity does
not step in, whaose fault will it bed™

Max Muller was mot alone in this
pvpie of writing histery and desiving to
uproot all Indian tradition from thesail.
Maonier-Williams, famous for his
Sanskrit- English and Engliste-Sanshkrit
dictionaries, and & Boden Professor of
Sanskrit ot Oxford, wrote in 1879, ..
when the walls of the mighty fortreas
of Brahmanism [Hindulsm]| are
encircled, underniined and finally
stormetd by the =oldicr of the Cross, the
victory of Christianity must be single
and compltle".

Thus, W= cun safely sav that most
of the works done on Indian history
during the eighteenth and ninetesnin
centuries were perforee guided by the
preconditions imposed Ly the beliel
il the Genesis and to counter all
the writing that were prajecting ladia’s
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past fi terms ol dreat civilization and
indian phtlosophy and thoughts
Indieating preat antiquity lor the origins
of universe and burinn belngs,

As mentitmed earller, anolher filctor
which contributed (o the distortion of
ancient Indlan history was the British
tmperial Interests inIndia, By 1804 we
find n marked shift in British attitude
towards Indtie. Alter the defeat of French
forces in the hands of Britdsh and
weakened Maratha power. the British
were sure of thelr rule over India,
IMowever, they were veorifod oF the Bicl
lhat British civilians coming to India
were gelting Brahmanised and
developing inferiority complex. To
overcome (his problem and e
imewleate a sense of superiority
complex among the Britlish officers
dbwnst western culture they adopted 2
bwo pronged stratésy. Fiesl and the
most important was Lhe one fritlaterd
by the Uiilitarian school led by Uames
Mifl who wrote stx volumes on history
of India betwern 1806 and 1818,
without ever visiting India:-or knowiog
any Indian lungusoge. In it he divided
Imelian Tistory into three poriods =[icst
Iintiy Period, seconed Mushn Pedod
and thisd British Perlad = witlioot assy
logie and Justification. He presented
an extremely deniprading pleture ol
Hindu periods. He contdemned every
irstitution, Ko and action of the Hindu
period and held Hindus responsihle for

all the ills of the country. This hock was

miroduced as a ext book in the
Harleybusy scheol in England which
wiis established 1o educate e young
Englishmen coming to Indla as
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administrators and civil servants,
James Mill, his son John Stuart M,
and his disciple Thomas Macauley
played a very important role in shaping
the bmpealist policy in India and the
future of Indian education in the core
of which was the distorted history of
anclent [ndia.

Fullowingin the lontsteps of James
Mill, V.A. Smith an 1CS ofticer serving
the British Government in India,

‘prepared the text biook called Early

Histury of India in 1904, As a layal
momber ol the civil service he
cuiphnsized the role of foreigners In
ancient India, Alexander's invasion
accounted for almost ane-third of his
hook. Smith's racial arrogance is
olivicus when he writes, "The
riamphint progress of Alexander from
the Himalayas to the sen demonstraled
the interent weikness of the dreatest
Asddlic armies when confronted with
Buropean skill and discipline”, VA
Smilh gives the tmpression as il
Alexander had conguered whole of
Inctia from Himalayas to seas while the
fact is he only touched the north-
western bordersof Irvdia aoul as we shall
see in relevanl chapter it was a virtual
non-event. Smith presented [ndia as a
land of despolism which <did not
expedience political unity untl the
sstahlishment of British mle. He
obgerved, "Autoeracy s substantially
the only form of government with which
the historians of Indis are eoncermed®.

The whole approach of lmperial
histortins has been best summed up
by historian R.S. Sharma. He observes,
“British interpretations of Indian

i '
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History seived to denigrate Indian
characier and gchievements, nnd
justify the celonial rule... However,
the generalisations made by historans
were gither false or grossly exaggemnited.
They could serve as good propagancds
materinl for the perpetuation of the
despotic British rule. ... Atthe heat of
all such geseralisations lay the need of
demonstrating that Indians wete
incapable of goveining themselves”.
tienslist Approach

The difference of opinion dnd different
interpretations on the same svidence is
not only respécted but alwo comsidered
eggential for the healthy development
af the academic world, But the
difference of opinion is quite different
regarding the distorfion of ones past
history. The educated intelligentisia of
the ninewsenth century was horrified at
the distortions of the ancient Indian
history. Iti the late siineteenth century
some scholnrs like Rajendra Lal Mitra,
R.G. Bhandarkar, and V.K. Rajwade
triend to ook et the antient Indian history
from the lndien point of view. Both
Bhandarkar and Rajwade worked on
the history of Meharashirva region and
reconstructed the social, political and
econcimie history of the wrea.
However, the real impetus ond
challenge to the imperialist version
of history came in the first guarter
of the twenticth century. Some of
the most ootable historrans of
this period are D.R. Bhandarkar,
H.C. Rayehaudhary, R.C. Majuindar,
PV, Kane, A8, Altekar, K.P, Jayaswal,
KA Nilglant Sastrd, TV, Mahalingan,
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H.C. Runy and R.K. Mookerjl
DR, PBhandarkar (1875-1950)
reconstructed the history of ancient
India on the basig of epleraphic and
numismatic evidence. His books on
Asholea and on anclent Indian polity
helped in clearing many myths creafed
by impenalist histerans, The biggest
blow to the imperialist schuol in the
realm of political idess and institutions
was given by K.F, Jayaswal {1881
1637). In his book Hindu Pality.
puhblished in 1024, Jaynswal effectively
knocked down the myth that Indizns
hasd no political ideas and institutions.
His study of literary and epigraphical
soarces showed that ndia: was not a
despotic country as propagated by the
imperialist historians. Beside the
Hereditary kingship, Indid had the
tradition of republies right (rom
RigVedic times, He also convincingly
showed that contrary to the views of
British historians, Indian polity and art
of governance was far more developed
than that of any other part of
contemporary world. His book Hindu
Polity is vansidered as one of the most
important boolk ever written on ancient
Indian history.

H.C. Raychaudhury (1892-1957)
in his book Folitical History of Ancient
india reconstructed the history of
aocient India from the time of
Mahabharaie wer to the time of Gupts
empire and practically cleared the
clonds cremted by VoA, Smith!
R.C. Majumdar ig considered as the
doyen among Indian historians, Fe was
ane af the most prolific writers and has
written on almost every aspect of Indion



Higtory, He wrote a laree number of
books covering the time period from
Ancient India to the freedom strugele.
The publication of History and Culfure
of the Tndian Pedple in eleven volurmes
under his genernl editorship is one of
the most outstanding achievements.
This multi-volume series deals with
Indian history and civilization right
fram the prehistoric times 1o the India's
independence in 1947 and remainis &
singuliar reference worle

K.A. Nilakant Sastr (1892-1975)
contributed immensely towands the
understanding of South Indian history.
His books like A History of Ancient
Indio and A History of South India. are
the shining examples of brilliant
scholarship. R.K. Mookesji (1B86-
1964) was perhaps one of most
outstanding writers when it came (o
expressing even the mosti diffficult
subjects in sithple terms, His books like
Hindu Civilization, Chandragupla
Maurya, Ashoka and Fllﬂ;dﬂﬂ‘l_'.l.'ﬁfﬂl‘
Unity of India put the cultural,
economic and political history of
India not anly on firm ground but also
made It decessible even to alay reader,
PV, Kane (1880-1972) was a great
Sanskritist. Hizs monumental work
entitledt History of Dharmasastra in
five volumes running into over six
thousand pages is an encyclopaedia of
soiial, religious and political laws afid
CUastoms.

The contribulions of all these great
scholars holped in clearing the mist
built by the missionaries and the
imperialist historians.
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Marxist School of History

The Marxigt school of historivgraphy
uzed to be the most influential school
af history in the second half of the last
century. Despite the inherent
contradiction and tatal fallure of
Marxist model of history writings it is
academically important to discuss if
nnd give respect o the contributions 1t
hnas made.

The Marxisis believe in universal
lwws and stages of history. They believe
that all the societies pass through at
least five stages of historv— (i} Primitive
Communism (i) 8lavery (iii] Feudalism
[iv) Capitalism and (v) Communism.

These stages were defined by Karl
Marx and F. Eng=ls, the propounders
of Communism. They clearly
acknowledged their intellectual debt to
F.W. Hegel and Lewis Henry Morgan. It
must be mentioned here that the
stages of history proposed by Marx
and Engels was based on their
understanding of Buropean hisfory.
Before we come to Indian Marxist
historiography it is important to know
as to what Hegel and Marx said about
Indian history and cvilizntion,

G.W.F. Hegel (1770-1831] was a
great western philosophier. Hegel was
not an [ndologist nnd made no attempt
to learn Sanskeit or any other Tndien
language. He made use of translations,
reparts ete. His writings on Indisn
history and philogophy were based
mainly on the writngs of Willinim Jones,
Jumes Mill and other British writers
whaose approach to anecient Indian
History has slready been discussed

in detgil. The resulls wefe indeed

dizastrous.

....................



In the beginning Hegel felt that
Indin, as the Cdent in general, has to
be excluded from the history of
philesophy. However, in (he light of
geveral writings though Hegel

mo history at all, at least no known,
history. Whal we call its histary, is it
history of the successive intruders who

founded thetr enipires oo passive bhasis
‘of that wnresisting and unchanging

reluctantly acoepted that India hind a soclety

philbsuphical system and its history
had great antiguity, ‘he explicitly
congidered it to be inferior to that of the
Greeks and the Romuns, Even his
cantemporury European scholurs were
appaided at his conclusions about
Indian history and philosophy. He was
seen by them we o "protoLype of
Westerner” who siaw western [houghts
as a meastre of all things: *Thumelote,
wheitever hie bad (osay about the Indian
world, turned out to be very insufficient;
and the result was a caricature which
shows... that he ventured o a tnak for
which he was not qualified...” Despite
suchshoricomings Hegel's influence is
ot confined to BEarope alone. In Indin
also there 1= o significant tradition of
"Hepelianism™; “Neo-Hegeliginism” atid
“Anti-Hegalianism”,

Similarly, Marx was also very
superficial in his knowledge abou
Indin and not resly free from racial
considerations. Most of what Marx had
to say about India is found in
newspiper arficles. Mars ook hie lead
from: Hegel. Mar< was a grentvotary of
Tndin being enslaved by British st
dismisded India as o baclward nid
uncivilised nation with no histery. In
1853 he wrote, "India, then could not
escape bring conquered, ancl the whiole
of her past history, if it be anything, is
the history of the suceessive conguests
she has undergone. Indiin society haz

rrrrrrrrrrrrrrr

'I'I'u;u ‘HtguI.ian and Marxian
approach to Ifdion history by and large

Temained dirmaist Jor a long time. [t
was largely non-existent during the

Britisli rule In Indin, After the
independence of India, the Morxist
s¢hool of historfograply became age of
the most infMuentinl and dominant
sthools) Followirie Muotst's sclweme, s
history ‘of ndia alse canle to. be re-
writhen. Conssgquently, primitive
communism, sluvery, feadalism and
vapitalism i.e. the various stmges of
histary propounded by Marx and
Engels came (o be applied in Indian
Histary elso. This schual also, like the
fmiperialist schoal, does nol find
anything good with lodian civilizatinn.
Likee Mars, thew feel thatall that s good
inIndian oivilémtion & the eontribution
of conguerors sad thal iz why,
aceording tothis-achool, the Kushana
peeriod is the golden perod ard not the
Sotavahnnes o Guptas, The period
[rum the Gupta's (o the congues! of
Muslims in the twellih century A has
been termed as  the *Period of
Feudaliam™ ie. “*Dark Age” during
which every thing degenerated. This
has been despite the Tael that,
Irrespective of politieal vphesyal, there
was an all round development in the

fields of literature, sciences. art,

architecture, economy ofe. Also when
it carne o [iterary evidence and its
chronclogy. they largely fallow Max
Muller and sther British historians,
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Indian Marx<ist historians lay great
emphasis on econemic interpretation
of all social and religious ideas,
tustoms and institutions. Being allerme
to teligion add spirituality thelr
irreverence for saints and sages is too,
‘obvious, However, it must be mentioned
that their writings, nevertheless, have
cotitributed immensely towards the
understanding of various aspects of
Indian history which had remained
ignored earlier:

D.D. Kosambi ean be called
the firsl armong the ploneers of this
schon] of thought, DR, Charana, RS,
Sharmu. Romila Thaper, Irfan Habib,
[Fipan Chandia, and Satish Chandra
are same of the leading Marxist
historians of India.

In the Mamxist scheme of history
Marxism is an ideal philesophy and

polity snd the Soviet Unios was the

ileiil state. Sinoe the breale-up'ol Soviik

Exercises

1 Explpgn e fllowing:
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Union and almost the fotel eclipse of
Marzian polity and sconomy, the
historians are finding it difficult 1o
explain the reasons for the collapse, [t
i pevhiaps this phenomenon which Has
contributed ta the loss of lustre 1 the
Merxist histurdography.

Multi-disciglinary Approach

In the Jast ten years due to' the
huge accumulation of data from
various disciplines like archaeology,
palacontology, anthrpology, asiro-
nomy ond space research, there has
been renewed interest in studying the
ancient Indian history. Many scholars
have broken the shackles of the old
mould and have been loaling at ancient
Indian history in the light of data
obtained from different disciplines. This
is known as the multidisciplinary
approach, examples of which will be
deen in the following chapters.

Vhinsapecthieiritee. Wlanwantaneny Soge, Pratieirgey Yoo, Kl
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M Twportenre of History
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CHAPTER 3

THeE Sources or Ancient Inpian HisTorY

Broabry tHe sources for andient India’s histaey o

L

e dlassified under two maim' cate PFOries. I'hi

the Herary and the second archasological

TEE ) )

Ultcdes

the literary sources can be included Vedls, Sanskrit,

Paly. Prakrt and otherc-literature besiges forgign

ACCOLITITS.
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We have & variety of sources for
reconstnicting the histary of ancient
india. Broadiy, the sources for ancient
India’s histery can be classified under
two main categories. The fArst is the
literary and the second archaeological.
Under the literary sources can
be included Vedic, Sanskrit, Pall,
Pralkrit and other literature besides
foreign accounts, Under the brogd
head of archaeology we may consider
epigraphic, numismatic and archi-
rectural remmns Desides smohnealogical
explorations and excavalions which
have opened greal vistas of new
infarmation about which we had no
knowledge carlier.

Literary Bouyces

There has been much debate about the
rellability of ancient Indian literature for
the history of India. It revolves around
the opinion that most of the ancient
literature is religious in mature, and
those which are claimed o be history
by Indmans, i.e., purdanic and epic
literature, contain no definite datés for
events and kings, A large nuunber of
inseriptions, eains and local chronicles
do indicate an effort towards history
writing. The rudiments of bistory are
preserved in the Puranas and epics. We
lind genealomes of kings and sometimes
thelr schievemenis. Bul it is difficult to
drranges them i chironological order.
Vedic literature, mainly the four
Vedas i.e. Rik, Yajur, Sama and
Atharva Vedas, are eniirely in a
different language, which pan be called
the Vedic language. Its vocabulary
comtnins & wide range of meaning and

at times different in grammatical
usages. It has a definite mode of
pronunciation in which emphasis
changes the meaning entirely, This is
the reason why an elaborate mmeans to
protect and preserve the mode of
proruncintion of the Vedas have been
devised. By the mesns of Ghana, Joia
and othier types of pathads we can nol
only determine the meaning of the
mantras bul also can hear the original
tone on which these were sung
thousands of years ago. It is on aceount
of these pathas no interpolations in the
Vedasare possible, However, we canmot
firid mueh trace of political history in
the Vedos, bul can have reliable
glimpses of the culture and civilization
of the Vedic period.

Six vedangas (Hinbs of Vedas) were
evolved for the proper understanding
of the Vedas. These are Siksha
(phonetics), Kalpa (rituals), Vyakarnmo
(grammar), Nirukte [etymology],
Chhanda (metrics), and Jyotisha
lastranomy). Bach redongan has
deyeloped o credible literature armund
it which are in the swirq form e,
precepts. This s a very precise amd
exnct form: of expression in prose which
was developed by the ancient Indians.
Panini's Ashtadhyayi, book on
granunar in eight chapters is the final
culmination of this excellent art of
writing in' sutra (precepts) in which
every chapter is precisely interwoven.

Besides the Vedas, the Bralhmonas,
the Ammyakas and the Upanishads
are also included i the vedie literuture
and are known as the later vedic
literature. The Brahmonas elahorate

........................
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viedic rtials dnd the Aranydakas =ned
the Upanishads give discourses on
different spiritual and philosophica!
problems.

The Puranas, sighteen in number.
are mainly historical acocounts. Five
branches of historiesl studies
are considered 1o form the sublect
matter of the Purarnds. These are
i} sarga (evolution of universe|,
(i) pratisgrge (involution of universe),
(ili) marnvaatantm recuming of tme),

(iv) peammsce {grnmlogc:ﬂ bist af kings and
sages), and (v) vamsanucharita (life
stories of some selected characters).
Later on description of the firthas.
fsacred places of pilgrimage) and
their mahatmya (religious ymportance)
was also included in if. The two
greal epics, the Ramayana and the
Mahabharata, may also be used as a
source, It is denerally held that
there have been constant intespalations
in these works. _

The Jain and the Buddhist
literatiire were written in Prakeit and
Fali lnnguages. Prakrit was o form of
Sanslkrit language and early Jain
literature is mostly written in this
language. Pali can be regarded as the
furm of Prakrit language which was in
vogue in Magadha Most ol the early
Buddhist literature j= written in this
language, With the Buddhist monks it
reached Sni Lanlka, where it s s living
fmogzunge. Ashiokan edicts are ilse in
this lnnguage. Since the maodern
historins have discarded most of Lhe
dynasties mentioned in the Puranos
and Malavire and Buddha are
considered historleal personalities, only
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thase portiotis of the pumnic dynastic
lists have been accepled which are
supplemented and supported by the
Buddhmt and Jaina literature. The
Buddhist buoks, called, Jataka stories
nlan are given some historical
impertance, as thoy are related with the
previous births of the Buddha. There
are more than 550 such gtories. The
Jaing literature alsd contaios sothe

information which tay help us in

revomstructing the history of different
reglons of India.

The Dharmasuiras and the Smiritis,
are rales and regulations for the general

puiblic and the rulers. It can be termed

in. the modern concep! as the
constitution and the law books for the
aticient [pdian polite snd secicty. These
afe also called Dharmoshastras. Tlhiege
were compiled between 600 and 200
B.C. Monusmsiti is prominent among
them, Kautilya's Arthashastra, a hook
on stntecrafi was written in the
Maurva period. The te=t is divided into
15 chapters known as bools. Different
books deal with different sabject
mutter concerning polity, economy ard
society, It appears that even before
the final version of Arthashastm was
writteny Ins the fourth century B.C. by
Kaustilys, there appeared & tradition of
whting on and feaching of statecraits
because Kautliva acknowledges his
debt to his predecessors in the field,
Mudrarakshasha, o play wrilten by
Vishakhadarn, also gives a glisypse of
sijedety and ouliure,

Kalidasu's Malavikagnimitram s
based on sonite events of the reign of
Pusyamitia Sungs, 8 dynasty which
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followed the Maurydas, Bhaso anid
Sudrika are other posts wha hive
writlen plays based on hisgtorical
events. Banabhatta's Haershacherita
throws fight on many historical facts
ahout which we could not have known
otherwise. Vakpali wrote Gaudaunho,
based on the exploits of Yasovarman
of Kanouj. Similocly, Bilkapa's
Vikrampankadevucharita describes the
victories of the laier Chalukya king
Vikramaditva, There are some other
hipgraphical worka based on the
lives of different kings, Prominent
among thess e Kupnarapaiacharite
of Jayasimha, Kumampalacharita
aor Duayashraya Mohakawvya of
Hemachandra, Hammirakuavya of
Nayachandra, Navosuhasankachonito
of Padmagupta, Bhojuprabundha of
[Billal, Prithedrafachant of Chandbacdal,

But the historical text. Repataranging
by Kalhana is the best illostration of
histary writing appreciaied by modermn
historians. His critical method of
historieal research and impurtial
trentment. of Uhe historical facts hiave
Jeained him & great respect among thie
moderi hislorians.

The Sangam literature, desoribies
many kings and dynasties of South
India, Poetic compilations by group of
poets of different tmes patronised by
many chiefs and kings e, called
Sangama. These are, in all, 30,000
lines of poetry arranged in two main
groups, Patinenkilkanakiu and the
Pattupeittie. The former is older than the
latter, The Stngarm literature consisis
of short and long poems which were

compused by @ large number of poets
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inn praise of their kings, Some kings and
evierits are supported by inscriptions
also, This literature pederally describes
events upto the fourth century AD.

Forelgn Accoints

For a great deal of pur knowledge of
ancignt Indian history we are indebied
0 the foreigners, India figures in the
forelgn insatiptinns ke in those of
Darius. Herodotus and Clasian g
their mformnation through the Persun
sourees. [Merodoms in s “Histones"
gives us much informmlion abou
lndo-Pérdian celalions. Arrian wriole
g detailedt sccourll of the invasion
of India Ky Alexander on the
basis of information from those
wha accompanied the campaign,
Ambassadors were sent bn Pataliputes
hy Greek hings. Some of them wore
Megasthenese, Deimachus mmd
Dionysivs. Megasthenese was in thie
court of Chandragupta Maurya. Hie
wrute a Hool: G i ealled Indiva. The
original work has been st but we have
some fdes about it Gomt the guotations
i the works of the later wmters. An
ananymols mathor, who wes a Greelg,
settled in Egypt wrote a ook Penplus
df the Erythrean Bea, on the basis
ol his personal voyage of Ingdian coast
in about AD, S0, He gives valunhle
informaton about the Indian consts,
Another writer Plolemy wrote a
geagraphical treatise on Indis n the
second cenriry A.D. Most of the Greek
writing aboul Indin gre based on
secondary golirces resulling in
numersus errorg std, contradirtions,
Therefore, it Is necessary to be cautious

1y
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when using Greek sourves. They were
lgnorant of the language and the
customs of the country and their
information is full of unbelisvable
facts and fancies. The works of
Megasthenese and so also of those
who accompanied Alexander have
been lost and are available only in
fragmenis as quoted in later works.
Chinese travellers visited India from
tirme to time. They camie here as
Buddhist pilgrims and thersfore their
accounts are somewhat tilted townrds
Buddhism. Chinese tradition has
preserved a long list of such pilgrims,
Three of these pilgrims namely, Fa-Hien
visited India in fifth century A.D. while
Hiuen-Tsang and l-tsing came n
seventh century. They have left farly
detailed aceounts which have been
traniglated in English, Hiten-Tsang hag
given the most interesting and vahuible
account about Harshavardhans and
some other contemporary kings of
Northern India. Fa-Hien and Hiuen-
Tsang travelled many parts af the
country. However, they heve given
somewhat exaggerated account of
Buddhism during the period of their
visit. For exsrnple Hiven-Tsang depiots
Harsha ux a follower of Buddhist while
in his epigraphic records Harsha
mentions himself ny a devoliee af Siva
But considering the fact that Indian
rilers alwayvs have, like their subjects,
heen mmulti-religious people, it 15 not
difficult for a forvigner to be confused,
Some Arabs aslso hove left their
aecounts abour India. Most mous
among these are Abu Rihan betivr
known as Al-Beruni, a contamporary
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of Mehmud of Ghazm. His observations.
dre based on his knowledge of Indian
soriety and culture which he acqgulred
through literature. For this he studied
Sanskrit, However, hi does not give any
political information of his times.

Archaeological Sonrces

The utilisation of archaeological sourees
in reconstructing India's past is only
about two centuries eld. They not only
supplemented our knowledge about
our past but have also yielded materials
which we could hot have got otherwise.
It was generally held even up o the
1920s that Indian civilization was
considered to have begun about sixth
century B.C. Bur with the excavations
at Mohenjodaro, Kalibangan and
Harappa the antiquity of Indian
civilization hag gone back to about
S000 B.C. The linds of prehistoric
artifacts has shown that human
activities had started here as early as
about fwo million vears ago.

We have been benefitted much with
ather branches like epigraphy and
numismaltics also withont which oar
knowledge aboul India's past would
hove been very limited. We could not
have known gbout most of the Tndo-
Greek, Saka-Parthian and Kushora
kings without numismalic sources.
Similartly, Ashoka's views on dharma
and conguests of Samudragupta, and
several others would have remained
tknown without their epigraphs,
Inscriptions : One of the most impartant
and relinble sources of history writing
are inscriptions. An inseription, being
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a coniten porary document, §s free from
later interpolations, It comes in the form
it was composed in and engraved for
the first time. It 1s almoest im possible to
add =zomething to il at o later stage.
Howevier, {n the woirks written on soft
materinls like birch bark, paln leaf,
paper eic., (his can nol be séaid 10 be
triue because they were frequently
required to be copied, sinee the old
manuscnpls become fragile in cpurse
of time, At the tme of copying. some
ervors tend Do creep in or sometimes
evert additions are made. This is not
possilile with inscriptions, The study of
inseriptions is called epigraphy.

The script of the inscriptions also
helps the historian in many ways. The
earliest system of writings is found in
the Harappan seals. However, lhere
has been no suceess in deciphering
it. Thus, the writing system of the
Asholcan Inseriptions are considered
to be the earliest. These are found
written in four scripts. In his empire
ity Afghonistan he used Aramaic and
Greek scripts for his edicts, In the
Pakistan region Kharoshihi script was
used. Kharoshthl eyolved on the
Varnamala system of the Indian
Innmrages 18 written from tight to lefr,

The Brahed scmipt was used for the
rest of his empire from Kalsi in the
north in Unarmnchal opto Mysore in
thesouth, After Ashoka it was adopred
by the rdlets of the ducceeding
dentures. The maost interesting thing
about (he Brahmi seript is thal its
individual letters were modified century
mlter century and throwgh this process
all the scripts of India, including Tamil,

Telugu, Kannada and Malayalam in
the south and Nagari, Gujaron, Bangla,
et in the north have developed from
it. This modification in the form of
individual lettets gave another
advarilage. It has made il roughly
pousibie to ascertain the time or the
cenfury in which the inscription was
writien. A study of development of
soripts is called polasography.
However, with the passage of tine,
the Indians bed lost interest in their
ancient scripts und therefore, hod
virtually forgotten a large portion of
writtenn history., When the epigraphic
sturles started i the late eighteenth
century, inscripfinons only belonging
uptn the tenth century AD. could he
read with some difficulty. But the
decipherment of earlier epigraphs
wis nol easy. Some weslern
scholurs prepored alphabetic 1ables
meticulously, Butl eredit to complete
the chart of Ashokan dlplinbets goss
to James Prinsep who did it in 1837.
After this the study of epigraptis became

‘wsubject in itselll India is particalarly
rich inepigraphic marerial.

The mscriptions of Ashola @re a
clags in itself. These were rdoarded in
different  yeurs of his reign and are
called edicts because they are in the
form of the king's order or desjre. They
also give & glimpre of Ashoka's image
and persunality a5 a berrevolent king
concerned with the welfure of not only
his subjects but also of the whole
humanity.

Inscriptions of the Indo-Greeks,

‘Sakit-ksharrupes and Kushonas adopt

Indian names within two or three



grnerations, These ingscriptions show
them engaged in social and religious

welfure activities like any other Indian.

Sansladt also came to be used in
inscriptions. The Junagarh Rock
inseription of Rudradaman is

considered as an early example of

chaste Sanskrit, wntten tn.mid seconid
cenlurn AL

Sunskril cante o oveupy o prioe
place sinee the Gupta period
The Allahabad Pillatr inserlption
enumerates the achlevements of
Samudragupta. But lor this sole
inseription, this great Gupla king
wold bave remained unknown [n the
histary of India. Most of the Gupta
epigraphs give genenlogy, Thia bepnme
the practice of the subseguent
dyvnasties. They took the opportuniny
o give an account of their conijuests
and achiovements of their predecossor
ineluding mythiclogy of their origins
The Chalilkya king Mulkeshiln |11
gives a dvnastic gsencalogy and
achieveiments in his Allele inseription.
Similarly, the Gwaligr inscription of
Bhoja gives full account of his
predeceasors and (their schievements.
From the inseniptions we aiso came 1o
know abour the gramt of land. free
from ol laxes, w the learmed bralassns,
These are calletl Agraharae.

Coins : The bianch of knowledge which
studivs coins is called numismntics.
This is considered as the second most
important source fur recomstructing
the Hhistory of Indin, the first
heing mscriptions. Several hundred

iosangs of coms have been founc wnd
deposited o different musetms of India
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and abroad. Coitis are thostly found in
heards modt ol which have been found
while digging field or excavatipg
foundation for the construction of a

uilding, making road ete. Coins found

in systematic excavations are less n
number but are very valnable becasse
their chronology and cultural context
e e fixed preasely.

Eurliest coins, called punch-
markad, ate in silver and copper. Some
goid punch-marked coing are also

reported (o -have been found. but they

tre very mre and their aathenticoy s
doubifitl, Then come the Indo-Grreek.
coins also in silver and copper and
rarely i pold. The Kushiinns issoed
their eoitis moattyin gold atd copper,
rarcly in siver, The imperial Guplas
jasued mostly gold and gilver coins bug
the gold coins are nmenns,

The punch-marked coins e the
earliesl omps of Indin aned ey bear
anly eynibols on them Eech symiwl is
putiched gepgaratély, which sometimes
perip the ancther These Bave been
found throughout the coumry, from
Texile to Mogadha (o Mysore ot oven
further south. They do  not bear any
msenption, or legend on them.

The Tnddo-Greek coins show
BeiitHul artistic featises= on them. THe
portrall or hust of the king on the

_ohiserve side appear to be real porraits,

Ol this reverse some deity is depicted.
It s through the eoing alone we know
thiat more then forty Inde-Greek ralers
who raled in a small north-western
region of Indim. We kiwow about several
Saka-Parthians kings obout whom we
wiitild have no information from any
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ather ssurees. The Kushanas issued
miostly pold cdins and Aurmerous
eopper coing which ave found in most
parts of north Indiaup 1o Biher Indian
influence can be seen on them from the
very beginning. The coins of Vima
Kadphises bear the fgure of Siva
standing beside a bull In the legemnd
on these coins the king calls himsell
Mahesuara, i.e. devolee of Siva.
Kamshks, Huvishka and Vasudevs eto.
all have this depiction on their coins.
We fiod many Indian gods and
guddesses dopicted an Kushuna coing
besides many Persian and Oreck
deities,

“The Guptss appear to have
suecceeded Kushanas in the tradition of
minting coins, They completely
Indiamiser their coinage. On the observe
kings are depicted engaged in activities
like hunting a lion or rhinoceros,
holding a bow or battle-axes, playing
musical mstrument or performing
Ashvamedha paina '

Archacologisal Monuments,
Excavations sand Explomrions

In addition o epigraphic and
niusisniatic spilrces thérve arg many
othier antiguerian remeatrs which spesk
inuch aboil our poast. Temples and
sculpiures are found all over the
country right from the Gupts periud
upto recent times. These zhibw
architectural and artistie histary of the
[nifians, They excavated large caves in
thie hills fn Western Indin which are
mostly ciaityas and vihanas Large
temples have boen canved ot of rocks
from outside like Kailusa temple of
Ellora and rathas at Mamusllnpuram,
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In excivations we find a larpe
number ol figurines in stone, metal and
terracotta which tell us about the
urtistie woetivities of the time. The
discavery of the cities of Mohenjadnm
and Hamppa which pushed back the
aptiguily of Indian culture and
civillzation by two theusand years is
well kuown, The subseguenl discovery
of sites of Kalibamgan. Lothal, Dholavira,
Ralhigarhi efe. show the exrent of this
civilizaGon upes Guigral, Moharashtrn,
Hiryvaria, Punjab, ajasthananed Uttar
Pradesh. The period between F500 and
60O B.C. was known as the dark period
of Indian hisfory because not much
was known about this period. The
srchaeologival discoveries of such
culfures as Bldck-and-Red Ware,
Painted Grov Ware, Malwa and Jorwe
ctiltures sinee 1950s have niot only filled
the chronelogical gaps but also the
geographical extent. 1L s through
arahntclogicnl disciweries that we know
tiow thilt Indians domesticated sheep
rnd poat and started agriculture about
8000 years ago. Also iron came in
reguiar use about 1600 B.C.

Archavolpgice! execavations also
brought to figlit the townships of
Tuxiln, Keusumbi, Kasl |Rajghat),
Ayudhya, vaisall, Bodhguya, ete.
belmging o Buddha's time. All of
these ploces excepl Taxila are seaid to)
have heen visited by Buddha in
the sixth century B.C.

The researchies carried out in the
fileld of prehistory show that the
human welivities staried in the
suhcontinent ns early as two million



yenrs ago. In the Kashmirand Narmadn  discoveries have shown that tradition
valleys such remains and toole of rock paintings in India-goes back to
are reported. Also, archacological more than twelve thousands years.

Excreises

1. Explain the fallowing:
Epigraphy, Numismetics, Inscriptions, Archaeology, Script. Palaneography,
Expayations, Explorations.

2. Write shori notes om:

i) Six Vedangas

(i) Archaeological sources of Indlan history

() Buddhist literature

Deseribe the Blerary sources fur the study ol the past?

Whnt is nn Inseription? How are they idiporiant for the study of the

political, socinl and economic Listtry of lndiy,

DHgeuss the importanes of coing for the study of the post.

L

W

. 'ﬁui.f O MEISEON T soe ANe various So0urceEs of Tustory and. tr_'.!tn
Adentify then.
s Make a collage to show the varions seurces of history:

s Muke posters of some monuments.

Things to Do
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THE GEOGRAPHICAL BACKGROUND
oF Inpian HisTorYy

i anctent dmes this whole mass of land was known
as Bharatavarsha or Hindusten; the latters derived
from the name of the river Sindhu. pronounoed by
the weslerners g8 Hinduy or Indu India -gets-ils
depvation fom this, Ineour constitution itas called
Iticlia, that is Bhaitata.
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Impan subeontinent is a well defined
laned with natiral borders. At present
thoge are six coumtyidy in thi= area:
Alghanistan, Pokistan, Nepal, India,
Bhutan and Bangladesh, In ancient
times this whole mass of land was
known as Bhuralavarsha or Hindustan;
the latter is denved from the name af
the river Sindhoa, pronounced by the
westerners 88 Hindu or Indu. India gets
its derivation from this. [n our
cansttution it s cilled India, that is
Bharata.

This land is bordered in the north
by the Himalvas, the western and north-
western side by Pamir plateau and
Sulaimen Kinthar ranges, on the eastern
side by the Bay of Bengal and western
side by the Arabinn Sea, Southern
horders are hounded hy Indian Ocenan.

*  Physically the subtontinent can be
studied in three parts | {{) The Himolayzs,
(i) The Indo-Oangetic-Bralimaputta
ploin (i) The Decenn plateau.

The Himnlayas

The Himnlaysis are stretehed from
Afghanistan in the west upto Myanmar
i the east. The Tibetan platesu frms
the northemn pact of it, It ismore than
2,400 Kms long and about 250 to 320
kms wide. There are about 114 peaks
which are more than 20,000 feet high.
Some of the highest peuks are ; Gauri-
Shankar or Everest [the highest
motmtaln in the world), KancHanjangs,
Dhaulagiri, Nanga Parvat and Nanda
Devi, The Hindukush mountsing, right
from the Pamirs, form the natural
western boundary of the Indian
sitbeontinent. The mountains of Safed

Koh. Sulaiman and Kirthar separate
Iran fram the Indian subeontinent. Bul
Lhe larpe stretehes of land to the west ol
this line in modern Alghdamstan and
Raluchision, like those to the southand
cast of the Hindukush, were for long
both culturally and politically parts of
Indlﬁ

On the eastern side are the Patkoi
hills, Naga hills. the Manipur Plateaw,
meluding the Khasi, Garo and Jaintia
hilla. The Lushai and Chin kills are to
the south of Manipur:

The Himaolayas oo a [boehidable
barrier pgsinst the [reign invasions
fromn the north. Bul'l s not altogether
secluded from the rest of the world.
There are some importunt passes
through which interaction with western,
central and northern Asla has been
muaintained sipce time mmemorial. It
is said thar ‘smee early Siwalik times
there hias been & more or [ess constart
intercotirse belween East Alrica,
Arabia, Central Asia and 'India
niaintained by the migratipns of herds
ufmammals', It s aleo stated that (India)
‘reqeived largd accessions by migration
of the larger guadrupeds from Egypt,
Arabia, Central Asia, and even from the
distant North America by way of lamd
biidges across Alaska, Siberia and
Mougolie’. Human miprdtion is alse
posuible on thede routes, In hisltorieal
tinies the vge of the Khvber and Balan
passes in the west is well known. Among
these, the use of the former was very
frequent and s known as the guteway
o lndia.

Besides guarding the northern
rontierof Tncia from humaninvasions
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the Himalayas protect us from the cold
Sibertan winds. The great Indus, Ganga
and Brahmaputre plains with most
fertile land, natural resources and
perennial rivers is a gift of the
Himalayas, for which Indians gratefully
warship itas God.

indo-Gongetic-Brahmaputra Plain

To the south of the Himalsyas lies the
great plain of Indis whichis  more than

3200 kms long anpd about 240 e to
220 kans broad. [tis formed by the solid
waste of the Himalayas brought by
hundreds of descending streams. The
alluvitim thus formed inade e plaing
most fertile.

There are three great river syatems,
originating from the Himalayas, which
supply perenmial water o this great
plain. These are the Indus, the Ganga
and the Brahmaputra. But a big tract
of land to the west of Yamuna and east
of [ndus in this plain is devoid of any
water system -al present. This traot
inclades the states of Haryang, Punjab
and Rajasthan. Now it has been proved
that in anclent times the river Saraswati
and its tributarnes used 1o low in this
HTTH.

The Smdhu or Indus nses from the
Kailapsa Manasarovar arses in the
Tibetan plateau, runs west and north-
west for about 1300 Kmis, between the
Karakoram ronge. Then joined by the
Gulgit river, it turns south and reaches
the ploins where the five rivers join it 1o
form Panchananda desha or Panjah.
These five tributares of the Sindhu
from east to west are: the Sutlej

(Setudri), the Beas (Vipasa), the Ravi
[ansh ri), the Chenab fAsikni) and the
Jhelum (Vitesta). The frst mentioned
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piver, Sutlej bor Satodr was once o
tribirtary of the lost river Saraswali, but
changed its course,

The Ganga, rising from the
Himalayas, reaches the plain at
Hardwar and passes throtigh the states
of Uttaranchal, Uttar Pradesh, Bihnr
and Bengsal, then joins the Bay of
Bengal, On the west of i Nows the river
Yamuns also rising from the
Himnlayas. Spome Vindhyan rivers like
the Chambal, the Betwa and the Ken
join the Yapuna befare its confluence
with the Gonga at Allahabad. Another
great Vindhyan river, the Son, joins
the Genga near Patna in Billar. From
the Himalayas side, rivers like the
Gomnati, the Sarayu, the Gandak amd
the Kosil join the Ganega in the states
of Uttar Pradesh and Bihar. There sre
several mouths through which the
Gringd falls into the Bay of Bengal. The
main stream is called Bhagiathi or
Hpeghli on which are situated the
towns of Murshidabad, Heoghly and
Kolkata. The esstern most mouth of
the Ganga is called the Pndma.

The great Brahmsputra, onginating
from the eastern part of the lake
Manasarovar in the RKailusa Mows
castward through the plateaw of Tibet
under the name of Tsangpo. Then it
tumns south and enters in India where
il assumes the name Dihang. Later,
the rivers Dihang gnd Lubit join snd
are culled Brahmaputra or Lauhitys.
Passing through Assam arnd Bengal it
jpina the eastern most mouth of the
Gangs, l.e., Padma. But before {alling
inte the Bay of Béngal another mighty
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river, the Meghma, joins it, Thedeln thus
furmed is one of e most fertile part of
Bengal and is known as Sundarban
delta,

The Decean Plateau and Cantral
India

Peninsular India can be studiad undesr
two distinct sections. The mountain
ranges of the Vindhyvas and Satpura
run parallel to cach other from east o
west. In between these two, flows the
river Narmada going towards the
Arabian sea. The only other river
owing towards west is Tapti, lyving a
litile south of the Satpura. All other
rivers of the Peninsula run from west
1o east falling into the Bay of Bengal
Aindicating that the plateau is titled
towards east. The northern portion of
the plateau, separated by the Vindhya-
Satpura ranges is kmown as the Central
Indian plateau, while the southern
portion is called the Deccan plateais

Central Indian Ploteou

The Central Indian plateau stretches
from Gujarat in the west 1o Chhota
Nagpur in the east. The great Indian
desert, called Thar, lies to. the north
of the Aravalli range. To the south of if
is the Vindhyas, which rises abruptly
from the Narmuds side, i:e., south, and
has a slapy formation in the north. The:
Mualwa platean and the tablelands of
Burdelkhand and Baghelkhsand are
purts of this, Asa result, all the rivers
on this side flow lowards north or
norih-east (o join the Yamiia and the
Ganga. The eastern stretches of the
‘lhndhyau known as the Eaimur
ranges, extend almast up to the south
of Banaras and nun parallel with the

Ganga up to the Rajmahal hills:
Between the Ganga and the Rajmahal
is a narrow defile or a passage from
Chunar in'the west [i.e, Mirzapur, UB)
to Tellagarhl in the éast This is the atly
high road, which connects Western anil
Eastern India. Its strategic importance
from the military point of view was fully
understood which is evident by the
presence of hill forts of Rohtas and
Chunar in the east and Kalijar drd
Gwalior ini the west. It is said that the
passes of Shahabad and Teliagarhi,
situmted at a distance of only about five
Eilometers from gach other, served as
the gateway to Bengsl.

On the Western side of the plateau
aod the Thar deserl is situated the rich
lawland of Gujarat having several low
hills and watersd by o number of rivers
like Mahi, Sabarmati, and lower
courses of Narmada and Tapti, The
Kathiawar peninsula and the Rann of
Kuteh are marshy and dry during the
hot sessor.

The Deccan Plotaan

As we have noted earlier, the surface of
the Decean platead slopes down from
wist to east. On the western side lies o
range of high cliffs running sputh to
north leaving a narrow strip af plain
between it and the sen. 1t is called the
Western Ghats, which risesupto 3,000
feet. The plateau is higher in the south
being about 2000 fest in the Mysore
region and about hall of that in the
Hyderabiid. The Eastéern Ghats,
consisting of groups of low hitls, is
mirked by severil gaps through which
many peninsular rivers join the Bay of
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Bengal. The hills going southwards
gradually receding from the sea turmn
westward to join the Western Ghatsat
the Nilgird. The plain between Egstern
Chats and the sea lswider than thot of
Western Ghats,

Except the Narmada and the Tapti,
which run towards west and join the
Arabian sea, all the rivers of the
Peninsular India run from west 10 east.
Most of them: rise from the Western
Ghat and traversing the whole breadth
of the plateaw, fall in the Bay, The
Mahanadi forms a broad plain known
as the Chattisgarh plain in the north-
cast. It passes through Orissn before
Jjoiming the sea. The valley of Godavar
withyits ributaries, hosa lacge flat lund
it the north but it narrows in the east
before meeting the sen. Further south,
the Krishrma, witly its tributaries like the
Tungabhadia, divide the Decean
plateau info two sections. Further
south, the Kaver and its Iributaries
form anether important river system.
One thing should be mentioned, here
that these rivers are different from those
of the north India. Devoid of & perenmial
water souree like (he Himalayas, these
southern rivers are mostly dry during
thie hot season, hence lsus valuahle for
irrigation and navigation purpises.
The Coastal REegions

The fertile coastal plhins sre impartant
because they plsa  provide
opportunities for maritine activities
and trade. The westérn coastal plain
stretches from the Gulf of Cambay in
the north 1o Kerala in south. The
northem part is called the Konlan while
the southem one is called the Malabar

.......................

Coast. The rainfallin this region is vary
high. There are no big rivers but smaller
rivers provide easy communication
and irrigation. There are some good
harbours inthe Konkan region and alsp
i the Malgbar, On the other hand the
emstern coast has a few natural
harbours but during the historioal
period maritime activities lead to more
vigorous and fruitfal contacts with the
south-east Asian countries.

The sotithersi tip of the periinsila
ls known as Cape Comorin or
Kanyakdmari, To its south-east iz the
island of Sri Lanka, which though nnt
on integral part, Has been clogely
assacizted with Indis. An almost
contimions chain of isléands and shoals
vonnect lnidis with this ishind which hus
bien giver) the name of Adisn’s Bridge,
The mango shaped island wus known
in dncienl tintes by the naine of
Tambapnarni, & corrupt word from
Sanskril Tambraparni, 1.e., having A
Iniok or shape of tambula or betlel leal.
It was also known as Simhaladvipa.

Climute

The Indinn subrontineiil is situated
mostly in the tropival zone. Guurded
by the lofty Himalavas froin the cold
arctic winds from Siberia, # has a
fairly warm climate thmughﬁut the
year. It has regular six rtus of two
months cach and three seasons of four
months, Ruugbl:,rMamh through June
is the hot season when temperaitire
goes up Lo 48" C gr more in somé
regions. Then. follows the rainy season
for four months fram July to October.
The sotith-west monscan brings rain
in varying degrees throughout the
CountTy,
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In the Indo-Gangetic plains the
annual rainfall varies from region
region, The northern portion of the
Indus region and the whole of the
Ganga plain receives rainfall berween
100-200 cms per annum, While the
northeeastern part ol India fells in the
range of 200-400 cm. or sven more, In
modern times the regions of Haryana
and Rajasthan including parts of Sind
and Gujarat receive less rminfall, But the
evidence show that in ancient times it
received higher rainfall and the
Harappan civilization flourished in this
region.

In a madjor part of India, the south-
west monsoon brings rain which is most
important for the Khanf crops.
Similariy, the rain caused by the
western disturbances jn the winter
gives rise to the sscond crop of the year
citlled the Rabi during winter ssason.
Rice is cultivated in the plains of the
Ganga and Brahipaputta and in the
castern coast upto Tamil Nadu. Wheat
and barley are the main Rabi crops
grown in the western and most other
parts of india.

The third season s winter when the
rercuty comes down to 5° C ar even
less. But it should be considered warm
as compared to the northern rfegions
bevond (he Himalavas,

Thus, India is a country with vasi
variety of rich vegetation and congenial
regular weather chain. It is mast suited
for human habitat. Conditions for
population sataration resulting in miess
humen migrations sre more probable
here than in any other part of the werld
like central Asla or Europe.

32
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The Geography ol [adis as described
io Anclent lnddan Literdtiune

The vast subcontinent of India was
lmpwn in the pgast as Bharatavirsha,
the land of the Bharatas, bounded on
the nogrth by the Himalayas and by the
ocean in the south. 1t formed the

southern part of Jambu-dvipa. The

name ‘India’ was first applied by the
Achaemenid Persians to the region
watered by the Sindhu. The Sapta-
Sindhu, referring to the région of the
seven rivers of the Saraswatl (or five
streams of the Sarpswat] together with

the Ganges and the Jamuna), was the

term used for ndis in the Zend Avesta,
the sacred book of Parmasis. The Greeks,
calling the river Sindhu ‘Indos’,
subsequently borrowed the term from
the Persians. In the Mefire Yashe and
Yasna of the Pérsians we achiglly find
the word Hindu in place of Hafta-
Hendu, indicating the extension of the
name to the iu:nd beyond the territory
of the Indus. Herodotus, the famous
Greek historians, used the term Indos’
te the kshatrapy of the Persian Empire,
but gradually it was extended to the
whole country both by Greek and
Romanwriters.

Since the IntrodUetion of Buddbiism
into China in the first century AD. the
Chinese used the term Tien-Chu or
Chuantu for India. But after Hiuen-
Tsang the term Yin-Tu came to be in
vogue there. Hindu in Persian, Indos
in Greek, Hoddu in Hebrew, [ndus in
Latin and Tien-chu in Chinese are ail

corript forms of Sindhu. Thus

descendants of Bharata came to be
known as Indians or Hindus, “Hindu®,
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suys [-tsing, “is the name used only by
the northem tribes, and the peaple of
India themsilves do not koow it”.

The lirst definite mention of Bharats
a5 aregion is to be found in Paninl who
lived about sixth century B.C. It is only
one cut of 22 janapadas specified from
Kambaja to Magadha, all in Northern
India. Buddhist literature subsequenily
spedks of severn Bharata regions
[Saptia-Bharatas) corresponding to the
ancient Sapta-Sindhu, Arya-desa and
Brahmarashira were other names of
Inelia mentioned by sing. Arvavarts
wins also another anclent name given
at the time of Patanjali (150 B.C.) 1o the
northern part of India lving between the
Himalayas and the Parivatralka or the
western part of the Vindhyas On the
weat it was bounded by the Adarsavali
or Aravalli and on the cast by the
Kalakavana or the Rajmahal Hills, The
Puranaes define the term Bharatavarsha
as “the country that lies north of the
ocean fi.e. the Indian Ocean) and south
of the snowy mountains (Himaloyas),
murked by the seven main chains of
mountsits, e Mahendra, Malaya,
Sahya, Suktinmat, Riksha (wountains of
Gondwanal, Vindhya, and Pariyatra
(western Vindhyas up to the Amvallis);
where dwell the descendants af
the Bhamtas, with the Kiratass living
to its east, the Yavapas (londans or
Greeks) to its west, and its own
population consisting of the Brahoians,
Kshatriyas, Valsvas, and Sudras (ie.
the Hindus)".

But the nafie Bharatavarsha iz not
a mere geographical expression like the
term India It has histoncal significance,

indicating the country of the Bharatas
of KigVeda, It engaged their deepest
sentimetits of love and servite as
expressed in their literature, One of
the commonest prayers for a Hindu
requires him torecall and worship the
image of his mother country as  the
land of seven sacred civers, the Ganga,
Yamuna, Godavari, Saraswoti;
Narmede, Sindhua, and Kaveri, whicl
bétween them caver its entire area.
Another prayer calls its image as the
land of seven sacred cities, Ayodhya,
Mathura, Maya [modern Hardwar),
Rasi, Kanchi (Conjecveram), Avantika
{Ujjain), Dvaravari (Dwarkaj,
representing important regions of
India. The spirtt of these prayers is
farther sustained by the peculiar
Hindu institution of pilgrimage. It
expects a Hindu to visit o his life the
holy places associated with his fnith.
Each of the principal Hindu fajths like
Valshnave, Saiva, or Sakiz and other
sects have their own list of hply places,
and these are spread throughout the
length and readth of India and not
confined te a single province. The
different seets are at one in enjoining
upon their respective votaries, a
pilgrimage to the differenl and distant
parts of India end thereby fostering in
them a live sense of what constitutes
their common mother country, In the
same spirit, Sanlara established his
four Mathas (religious schonls| at the
fuur extreme points of the couniny vie.
Jyvotrmatha in Lthe north [near Badel-
Kedar on the Himalayas), Saradamatha
ot Dwarka in the west, Gaverdhana
matha st Puri in the sasy, and Sringeri
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matha in Mysore. Sectansmsm is thus
an aid to nationalism in Hindu culture,
In some of the sacred texts like the
Bhogoveata Puranc, or Margsmeiil sre
found passages of patriotic fervour
descnbing Bharatavarsha as the land
fashioned by the Gods themselves
(devanirmita sthanam) who even
wish to be born in it as heaven on earth,
for the spiritual stimulus’ of its
environment, and ahove these as the
calminating utterance — “Mother and
Mother-Country are greater than
Heaven 1" (aneni janmabhumischa
svargadapl gariyasi),

All these prayers and passages
show that a Hindu has elevated
patriotism into a religion. In the words
of a distingnished British critic, “the
Hinduy regards India not only as a
political unit, naturally the sulject of
one sovereignty — whoever holds
lhat soversignty, whether Hritish,
Mohamedan, or Hindu = but a= the
outward embodiment, as the temple —
ray, even as the Goddess mother - of
his spiritual culture,., He made India
the symbel of his culture; he filled it with
this soul. Inn his consciousness, it was
his greater self .

But besides religion; the political
experiences of the ancient Hindus alse
aided them in thelr conception of the
mother courtry, The unity of a country
i4 easily grasped when it is controlled
by a single political authority. The
ancient Hindus were familiar with
the ideal and institution of parmmaount
sovereignty from very early times, It
is indicated by such significant
Vedic words as Ekarat, Samrat,

.....................................
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Rajadhiraja, or Sarpabhauma, and
such Vedic coremonies as the Rajastia,
Vajapeya, or Ashvamedha, which were
prescribed for performance by a king
who by his digiijaya or conquest made
‘himsell the king of kings. Seme of the
Vedic works and later texts like the
Mahabharara or the Puranas even
tontain lsts of such great langs or
emperors. Apart from these prehisioric
emperors, there have been several
such emperors in historical times, such
0s Chandragupta Maurya, Ashoka,
Samudragupta, Harsha, Milura Bhoja,
and in later times, Akbar and
Aurangzeb. Some even performed
the horse-sacrifice in declarntion of
their paramount soversignty, such
as Pushyamirra, Samudragupta,
Kumaragupta 1, Adilyisena and
Pulkeshin L. Thus the institution of
paramount sovereignty has had a long
history in India.

Influences of Geography on

Indian History

In many respects geographical
fearures influence man's activities and
his interactions with nature and other
groups of men. The natural barriers of
hills, mountains and rivers, etc,, give
him an ides of a geographical unite and
belonging. He develops his living
habits and mode of thinking as per his
surroundings, We have seen that Indian
subcontinerl is a vast country with well
defined natural barriers in the form of
Himalayas in the north and coastal
boundaries an the three remaining

sides, This gives the inhabitants a
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feeling of aneness. They regard this as
their motherland. lts vastness can be
measured when compared to Burope
and finding it almost equal except for
the former Soviet Undon, Europe has
seversl nations with their own history,
tradition, language, ctc. On the
contrary, although there always had
been many states in India but their
social and cultural setup had been
broadly the same throughout. Sansknt
was the most respected language
besides the local languages. Stales were
administered and geverned on the bagig
df law-books called Dharmasastras.
Places of worship and pilgrimage ave
distributed throughout the country.
These cultural bonds gave the Indians
a sense of unity and nationality.

At the same time there are distinet
regional variations, There are several
regions which have a distinel sense of
regional spirit and cultura) traits. Larger
kingdoms and empires rose [rom these
units and wenliened, in due courss,
giving way to another uniit to come up.
Same historians have defined it as forces
of centralisation and deceniralisation
acting and reacting with each other, In
nther words, forces of integration and
disintegration were always ar worke. But
it will be more appropriate to say that
the Indian system of polity recogniged
the chakravarti concept of conguest,
where every king should aspire for
ruling the whale country, Thus empires
fell and new ones arose from it, but the
tradition continued. Even the
carly conquerots from the north-west
like Indo-Greeks, Saka-Fallavas,

Kushanas, ete., established kingdoms
and empires but never [ailed to show
their eagermness Lo adopt Indian ideas
of polity and willingness to assimilate
themselves in the main stream of Indisn
society:

Even in earlier periods these regions
maintained their individuality despiie
their political ups and downs, The old
kingdoms of Kosala, Magadha, Gaudn,
Vanga, Avanti, Lat and Saurashtra in
the north, and Kalinga, Andhra,
Maharashtra, Kernataka, Chera, Chaola
and Pandya in the south, among others,
Leem to possess eternal lives, Empires
rose and fell, they vied with each other
very frequently, but these states under
different names and urder various
ruling dynsasties, continued their
individual existence almost throughout
the course of history, '

India has a long coast line on its
three sides. The people living here were
experts in maritime activities, They had
trade relations with other countries on
both sides. No dynasty other thai the
Chaolas in the south has even attempted
lo-contuer lands bevond the sea. But
itwas niot a lasting attempt.

On the contrary we find that
Indians had spread in many parts of
the known world, but in the South
East Asia they developed a lasting
cultural influence in countries like
Vietnam, indonesia, Cambodia, ete.
These were individual efforts by
traders and princes and not by any
State. A disunct contrast from the
Eurapear colonist must be noted here.
Indians never attempted genocide or
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cruel suppression; they established
lerge ldingdoms and begame part of
that land. They gave their religion and
philosophy to them but assimilated
their religion and philosophy as well.

Exercises

=

Thus it can be said in conclusion
that the geographical features of India
not only shaped its history and culture
but also the mind and thoughts of the
people,

Explain the meaning of the following:

Aryavraty, Panchonads dese, Rabi and Kharf erops.

Define the climate of Indin.
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Define the phvalcal features of India.

Didcizss the gesgraphy of Indin as defined in the anciént Hteratie.
How 'do these gedgraphical features Influsnce histary?

» Prepare o map of India and show important rivers on it
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One ol lhc biest wa}.:. ty mderstand: the. J'.{‘ldLh'J-ll
‘befween-the earth ang all ithat exists o8 it is fo

-t 1111:1;!11‘1& that-the earth-is 46 years old. Aand wien

we write her'life history, we find that -we kiow
it hm,g_ atiout:the Mrst esven vears of ter dife, but
the deeds of her later c}ulqlhwd are 1o he seaen in
e bld focks.
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introduction

Ten years is 4 long time in modern
gelence and a long time in the life of a
man. But in the caze of sur planet ten
years is almost nothing, It is scarcely
enough to add a tenth of an inch to the
greay thickness of rocks that grow by
the accumulation of mud on the bed
of the shallow sea. Only the most sharp
eyed among us will notice how the
earth changes in his Hfstime, except
in its most active zones.,

By sorutiny of fossils and of
subtleties in atomic composition of
rocks, geolpgists can fix dates of
evenls in the carth's history with a fair
amount of confidence. With the age of
earth estimated 4,600 million yvears
{m.y.}, we can make only very
inarlequate cpmparisons with familiar
things.

Age of the Earcth

One of the hest ways (o understand
the relation between the earth and all
that exists on it is to imagine that the
earth is 46 years old, And when we
write her life history, we find that we
know nothing about the first seven
yvears of her life, bt the deeds of her
later childhood are o be seen in the
old rocks. (See Table 1)

Muost of what we recognise on earth,
including all substantial life is the
product of the last six vears of its life
(e, BO0 muy.). She [owered, in her
middle age. Her continents were quite
hare aof life till she was almoest 42 and
flowering plants did not appear until
she was 45 — just a year ago. At that
time the great reptiles, Including the
dincsaurs, came into existence and the

38

------ e e T e e anes R TR T T e e e s ]

break-up of the last syper-ocontinent
was in progress.

The dinosaurs prssed away eight
months ago and the early mammal
repltaced (hem. In the nuddie of Tast
week, in Africn, some manlike apes
developed into apelike man and at the
weekend mother earth began shivering
with the latest series of extremely cold
ice-ages. Just over four hours have
elapsed singe a new species Homio
sapiens came into existence and in the
last hour it invented agriculture and
seftled down. Just about 30 minutes
back the Pre-Harappan and Earily
Harappan eultures started developing.
Just about 14 mivutes back Buddha
delivered his first sermon at Saransth,
and the Maouryan empire flonrished
about 12 minutes back. Harsha pave
all, whatever he had, the religious
assembly at Prayag about 7 minutes
back, and Akbar made a pilgrimage to
Sufl Saint Salim Chisti just aboul two
mirutes back, India became a proud
independent nation hardly two Seconds
back. {See Tables 1 and 2)

Anolher way to appreciale the apge
of earth in proportion to the period
during which lifc has existed, and even
more significant hurmans have existed,
i5 fo imagine a series of photographs
put tagether to formea filn. Buppose our
first imiaginary plcturs was taken 500
m.y. age when the evidence of life
appeary in the fossiliferous rocks in the
form of vertebrate and armoured fishes,
and succeeding pictures were taken
every 3000 years, we would have

1,00.000 {ane lakch) negatives and the
film would last an hour, At leaat half of
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the rock-forming history would have
already passed, during which some
51 km. thick sedimentary rocks wene
lajd down in the ocean and laters
raised up. During the 500 million year
covered by the film another 34 km. of
rocks were made. When the recl
opens, we see shells, jelly fish, crab-
like creatures,; and sea lihes, Phase
by phase wa sece fishes, then
amphibians and reptiles, and fAnally
mammals. In the last 3 seconds
human beings appear and the
civilized man appears just in the last
tenth of a second.

Early Humanas

It is now well established that the
earliest human fossils found in Africa
dates back to about 4.2 my. These
specimens show thiat the earliest
humean beings were shorter in height
and had a smaller brain. The humans
evolved overa peniod of these 42 lakhs
years and the present form reached
about 50,000 years ago. The fossils of
various periods and stages of human
development have been found from
many parts of the world like Africa,
China, Java, Sumatra and southern
Europe. Unfortunately, due to the
climatic conditions, except the solitary
find of & hominid fogsil from Hathnaura
in the Narmada Valley, no early human
fossils have been found in India.
According to the experts the estimated
cranial capacity of this fossil is equal to
‘that of homo erectus. However, some
scholars:-feel that it may belong to the
lagt phase of home erectus, or an
‘archaic’ hamio sapien.

.............................................................................

Eirlisat Palbaatithico Toaols

Thi= beginning df the use of tools by
the humans heve been a unigue
phenomenon and may be said to have
laid the foundation of sclence of use of
tools and machines for the aid of
humansin their vasious endeavour. The
regular use of tools, beginning 2.6 m.y.
agn in east Africa Is well attested and
accomparics many carlier and later
homrinid fossils. In case of Indonesia
wavéral hontinid remaing have recently
been dated between 1.8 and 1.6 m.y,
in China the early stone tools are
associated with human fossils dated
between 1.7 und 1.9 m.y.

In India, unfortunately, no human
fossils have been found associated with
Stone Age tools but we do have some
idea of the antiquity of tools from the
geological datings. The various strata
of the Sivalik hills eontaining stone tools
have been dated between 2 m.y, and
1.2 m.y. Another sclentific date for the
early stone tools ceme from the
srchaeological site of Bori in Pune
district of Maharashtra. Which is
1.38 m.y old. When we agsess the
evidence for early human settlement in
tndin we find that it is later than that in
the African region, but contemporary
to the rest of the Asian countries.

Palasolithie Cultures

The Palaeolithic Age in Indis is divided
into three phases, based on tool
technology. These phases are:
1) Lower Palaeolithic -
Handaxz and cleaver indusiries
(i) Middle Palaeolithic -
Tools made on flakes



[iii] Upper Palpeolithic -

Tools ‘made on Jakes and blades
Lower Paln=olthic Culture

The muin tool types in this phase wore
handaxes and cleavers, along with
chopper-chiopping tools. They were
made both on cores as well as flakes.
Lower Palacolithic sites are of several

Fig. 5.2 Lower Falgenlithic Tools

types: habitation sites (elther under
rock-shelters or in the open; fctory
gites assuciated with sgurces of raw
materials; sites that combine clements
of both these functions; and: open air
sites in any of these categories
subsequently. The raw materials used

................. T Srone Ace CuvTuREs ﬁ

lor making these stone tocls are of
various kinds of stone; like gquarizite,
chert and sometimes even guartz and
hesall, ete. These have been [ound
dovered with sand, silt, elc., a8 Sesn
in river sections and terraces. The
Lower Palacolithic tools have been
found over a large area, virtually from
all over India, except the plains of the
Indus, Saraswati, Brahmaputra snd
Gangn where raw material in the form:
uf stone is not available.

Sorme of the important sites of Lower
Palaedhithic cultires are Puhalgam in
Kashimir, Helan valley in Allahabad
district (Uttar Pradesh) Bhimbetka and
Adamgarh in Hoshnngabad district,
(Madhva Pradesh), 16 R and Singi
Talnv in Nagaur distriet {Rajasthan),
Neyvaga in Ahmadnagar district
iMaharashiral, Hunsgi in Gulburga
cdistrict (in Karnataka) and the famous
mite of Attirampakken [Tamil Nada).

The sites Have been widespread in
Sivalik rnge of Kashmir and Himachal
Pradesh, Punjab, Belan valley in
Untar Pradesh, Berach basin and the
hilly area of Rijasthan, sand Narmada
and Sone valleys in Madhya Pradesh,
Malprabha and Ghatprabha basins
in Karnataka. several areas of
Maharsshiva, areas near Chennsd in
Tamil Nadu and Chhota Nagpur
platesu, and in arcos of Ordssa, West
Bengal and Madhya Pradesh.

Hesides the early dates mentioned
above, other dates available from
the Potwar platean, western
Rajasthan, Saurashtra, Madhya
Pradesh, Maharashtra and Karnataka
Falaeelithic sites indicate that the
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Lower Palaeolithic culture was quile
widespread phenomenon between
,00,000 and 60,000 B.C.

Middle Palacolithic Culture

The middle Palacolithic tool techinology
is characterised basically by the flake-
toal industry, The tools are made on
flakes obtained by striking them out
from pebbies or cobbles. The inol types
include small and medium-aized
handaxes, cleavern and varous kinds
of scrapers, borers, and knives, The
tools show regional variations both in
terms of available raw materials as well
os shapes and sizes. There are large
borers or awis, worked with steep
retoiich on thick flakes. The scrapers
are of several kinda, like straight,

concave antl convex-sided. Durins are
also found to be associated with this
industry but not as widely distributed
as in the later periods.

Middle Palaenlithic tools have
muostly been found in Central Indis,
Decean, Rajasthon, Maharmshtra, Tamil
Nodu, Karrintals and Ovissa. WHerser
the Middle Palasolithic industries
have developed [rom those of the
Lower Palaealithic, there is an unbroken
continuity of eceupation of the site.
Same of the most important sites of
Middle Palacolithic period are
Bhimbetka, Nevasa., Pushkar, Rolur
hills of upper Sind. snd Sammopur an
Narmodea.

On the basis of scicntific daics
the middle Palacalithic can be dated
between 1,50,000 B.C, and 40,0008.C.
or even slightly later.

Upper Palneslithic Culture

The middle Pajacolithic culture sloavly
evolved into the Upper Palacolithic
culture. The basic technological
innovation of the Upper Palaeohithic
period is the method of producing
parallel sided blades from a carefully
prepared core. One pood cure of this
kind, onee prepored, can yield many
parnllel-sided blades with very little or
no further preparation.

The upper Palacolithic tonls bave
been found in Rajasthan, parts of the
Ganga snd Belan valleys, Central and
Western India, Gujarat. Andhra
Pradesh-and Karnataka. The main tool
types are sorapers, poims, awils, buring,
borers, knives, ote. Tt appesrs thal the
concept of composite tools sturt
developing during this eulttral period.

R e e L T ]
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The blade 1oals are comparatively large,
sometimes upto to 8 cm.

From the scientific dates available
fromt the various sites in Uttar Pradesh,
Rajasifan, Madhva Pradesh, Avidhrs
Prudish snd Mahoarashtra one may

salely say that upper Palacolithic

petiod lusted from aboul 45,000 lo
10,000 B.C.

One of the most remarkable
discovery of the Upper Palaeolithic
period is that of a rubble built, roughly
cireular platform of ahout 85 em in
cdiameter. In the centre of this rabble
platform the excavators of Allahabad
and Berkeley Universities located a
triangular piece ol natural stone

(15 em high, 6.5 cm wide and about

6.5 cm thick). According to the

.......... it THE StoNE AGE mwnm ﬁ

exeavators, *.., there is absolutely no
doubt that the rubble platiorm with its
unigue stone, and the chert artsfacts
throughout the rest of the site, are
contemporanacus and were made by &
group of findl upper palaeolithic
hunter-gatherers’. A piece of natural
stone mind in the center of the platform
hag generated greéatl interest. Such
stones are found on the top of the
Kaimur escarpment nearhy and show
triangular or ellipsoidal laminations
which are vellowish-hrown to reddish-
brown in colour. They are placed
on rtubble-made platforms and
worshipped as female principle or Sakti
its the countryside, passing for one Mar
[Mother Goddess) or another. The
identica] shape, size and nature of the
Upper Palacolithic specimen, dated
an00-8000 BC, and the ones that are
kept in the modern village shrines is
syEnificani.

Masolithic Caolture

With the pussage of time there was 8
marked diminution in the size of s1one
tools, reaching its culminstion in the
mesolithio perjod. This penod is labelled
in India variously as, Late Stone Age,
Mesolithic or Microlithic period. The
microlithic tm!a are charagterized by
parallel- -sided blades taken out from
prepared cores of such fine material as
chert, chalcedony, crystal, jaaper,
carnclian, agate, étc. Thest tools are
generally 1 to 5 emil long and the types
include amaller version af upper
Palaeolithic types suth as points,
scrappers, buring, awls, ete., besides
some new tool-types like lunates,

45



trapezes, triangles, arrowheads, of
various shapes and sizes. Their size
makes it very chvious that they were
used as composite tools, and were
hafted in wood, bones, ete. That the
microlithic industry is rooted in lhe
preceding phase of the Upper
Palaeolithic industry is proved both
by the continuation of the archaec-
logical stratigraphy from the Upper
Palaeolithic into the microlithic and
from the physical evalution of the later
category from the former.

The C-14 dates available for the
Mesolithic culture from various sites in
Gujarat, Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh,
Madhya Pradesh, Orissa, Kerala anid
Andhra Pradesh show that this
industry began around 12,000 B.C.
and survived upto 2,000 B.C. From
sites in Rajasthan, Gujarat and Uttar
Pradesh we come to kriow that these
comiriunities were essentially hunters,
inod-gatherers and fishermen, but also
practiseéd some form of agriculture, The
evidence from several sites like
Mahadahs and Damdama in the Ganga
plains, shows that seasonally they

Flg. 5.5 jo] Mesolithic Tools Hafted in
Wootten Hanelle
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oceupied some of (these sités. From the
sites of Bagor In Rajasthan and also
Lanhghnaj in Gujarat we came to kriow
that these Mesolithic contmunities were
in touch with people of the Harappan
end other Chaleolithic cultures and
traded various items with them, From
Bagor three copper arrowheads, typical
of the Harappan Civillzation, have been
found.

Some of the most important and
extenisively studied sites of Mesalithic
culture are Bagur in Rajasthan,
Langhnaj in Gujarat, Sarai Nahar Rai,
Chopani Mando, Muahdaha and
Damdama in Uttar Pradesh, and
Blimbetka and Adampgarh in Madhya
Pradesh.

Fig. 5.5 (b) Mesolithic Tools
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From Bagor and Ademgarh we get
the evidence of the association of sheep
and goat with the Mesolithic people,
around sixth millennium B.C. This
suggests that they may have partly
adopted the settled way of life.

We must not be surprised by the
ooccurrence of Mesolithic culture and
tdvanced Harappéan civilization in the
same period, We must recall that in
India distinet, self-contained sucial
groups, at different levels of cultural
and technological development
survived right into this century. They
include hunting and food-gathering
tribes, pastoral nomads, shifting
cultivators, traditional settled
agriculturists, modetn developed
agriculturists, and several levels af
urban industrial society, all coexisting
and economically independent as
well as interdependent. This provides
us with the basic model for our past
developments:

................. Tue Stone Aot Cuoutures ﬁ

In the context of muxlan Indis we
know that even {oday for about 2-3
months in the lean agricultural seasons
every year, the landless labourers, tribal
people and poor people survive, at least
partly, by foragng for edible roots, leaves,
seeds and fruits which grow naturally in
the countryside. The Mesalithic way of
life in India is still far more important to
L1g than we are wiling to admit. Besides,
some of our modem cults and important
cult spots may well have a Mesaolithic
background or ancestry,

Prehistoric Rock At

Almost all the rock-shelters in India
occupied by the Upper Palaeolithic and

Mesalithic people, and many others as

well, contain rock-paintings depicting
a variety of subjects, chisfly animals, or
scenes including both people and
animals. The distribution of these
rock-paintings is very wide. They have
been found in Chargul in north-west

Fig. 5.6 Mesolithic Rock Art



Pakistan to Orissa in the east, and from
the Kumaon hills in the north to Keraln
in the south. Some of the important
rock-painting sites are Murhans Pahar
in Uttar Pradesh, Bhimbetka,
Adamgarh, Lakha Juar in Madhya
Pradesh and Kupagallu in Earmatoka.
The occurrence of haematite picces
found in the occupational debris of
Upper Palaeolithic and Mesolithic
perinds-conclusively proves that these
paintings were made by the occupants
of those caves and shelters. Animals are
the most frequently depicted subject
either alone or in large and small groups
and shown in various poses. There are
also some hunting seenes, af which the
rhinvceros hunt from the Adamgarh
group of rock-shellers is indicative of
the joining of large number of people
far the hunt of bigger animals. The

Exercises

1. Explain the fullowing:

animals are drawn in_bold outline, and
the bodies are sometimes filled in
compietely, or partially with cross-
hetching. Examples of all the thres
tilcthods can be seen among the
drawings of animals in the caves or
rock-shelters at Morhana Pahar in
Uttar Pradesh, and Bhimbetka and
Adamgerh in Madhya Pradesh.
Besides the animals, birds, fishes, ete.
have also beéen depicted,

Depiction of himan figures in rock-
paintings is quite common. These are
in simple outline forms as well as with
hatched body. The humans are shown
in various activities, such as dancing,
running, hunting, plaving games and
engaged in battle, The colours used in
malking these drawings are deep red,
green, white and, yellow.

Fesslls, Homo erectus, Homeo sapden, Poleeolithic, Mesolithic, Rock Art,

2. Write short notes omd
it Earth amd life g it

(i) Early Humans
B Palaealithie toals

3. Desiribe the Paleolithit cultures of India.
4. Describe the Meanlittie culivire of lndin and write how was it diffevent fiom the

Paleatithin cuftures

5, ‘Write an espay on prebistaric rock Gt
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»  Visit o musem and see the impliments used by the eirly man, colleet the
photographa of varioes types of tools and thake a cdllage o sketches.

e Draw a map of India and plot on it some important Puineolithic sites,
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At the end of the Pleistocene Age,
approximsately 10,000 years nago,
climatic conditions more or less similar
o those of loday were establislied in
weslern and southern Azia. THis
provided the getting for a fiumber of
importenl advances in human control
of the environment and led {o a series
of events which resulted cltimately in
the appearance of the first urban
spvieties in both regions, some six
thousand years ago. Perhaps the most
fundamental advance that has affected
the course of human life was the
tdomestication af a large number of
animals and planta. The present
evidence suggests that in west Asla,
wheat and barley were domesticated
by e 7000 B.C, Rice seems to have
been domesticated in India by about
7000 B.C., as the evidence from
Koldibwa in the Belon valley shows.
Evidence from several sites (especially
Ag Euprul in Afghanistin) suggests
that wild precursors of domesticated
sheep, goal and ealtle were heing
exploited by man about 16,000 years
back. The continuing presence of sheep
and gt bones in good gquantities in
=arly phase of Neolithic culture in that
area [dated to . TO00-10000 B.C.) has
been interpreted as an indication that
they had already been damesticated by
that time,

The domestication of varivus
species of animals produced the
specinlised pastoralists who appear to
have continued to the modern times to
lead a nomadic and semi-nomadic life.
On the other hand the domestication
and successful exploitation of various

||||||||||||||||||||
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species of wild plants produced a shifi
towards sedentary settlements, and
came t dominate the subseguent
econontic and cultural developments.

In the [neinh cortext, the Nealithie-
agriculture Based regions eat roughly
be divided into four groups: (i} the
Ilndus system and its westeérn
biordedand; (i) Garga valley (1) westemn
India and the northern Decvan and
(i) the southern Deccan.

The economy of all these early
Neolithic cultures was based on
apriculture and animal domesticotion,
The earliest evidenee for Neolithic
culture based on agricultural economy
comes from the north-western part of
the Indo-Pakistan region — basically
in the Quetta valley and in the valleys:
of Loralai and Zob rivers. The
archaeological sites of Kile Ghul
Mohammad, Gumle, Rana Ghundai,
Anjira, Mundigak, and Mehrgarh in the
Kacchi plain give evidence of a date
between ¢ TO00-5000 B.C. OF these,
Mehrgarh has been most extensively
examined. The evidence shows that
the habitation here began in about
¢ 7000 B.C. but in the early period no
use of cermmic is seen. However, in
about a 1000 years time i.e. around
¢ 600 B.C. earthen pots and pans
come in use: first handmade and then
wheel-made. In the pre-ceramic peviod
an irregular scaiter of square or
rectangular houses made of mouad-
bricks and separated by refuse dumps
and passage ways made up the
first village. The houses were sub
divided into four or more internal

compartments, some of which may have

bean used for storage.
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Fig. 6.1 Irportanl Neolithic Sites
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The subsistence of early inhabitants
was focused primarily on hunbng and
food gatheritg, supplemented by sone
agriculture and animal hushandry. The
domeytic ceredls found in these levels
includle wheat and barley. Bones of
domesticated animals dnclude sheep,
poat, pig and cartle.

With the onsef
millennium B.C,,

of
pottery,

the sixth
first

Fig. 6.2 {0) Neulithie Boiue Tiols

heindimade, and then wheel-made, came
inovse.. From the bone remaoins, it is
clear that umped variety of cattle alsio
cameé Lo be domesticated, The beads
found with huddal femains show thal
preople vsed beads made of lapis |azuli,
camelian, banded agate and white
marine shell. A single copper bead has

also heen found. The ocourrence of shell
bangles and pendants made of mother-
af-pear] indicates long-distance rade.

In short, the ceramic Neolithic
oteupation (e 7000 B.C.) at' Mehigarh
during the early food-producing era
shows a basic subsistence ecoriomy of
the Indus valley and beginning of trade
and crafts. During the next 2500 years
these communities developed new

Fig. &2 (h] Netelithic Stove Tonls

technoelomes o produce potiery wod
fNeurines of terracortta, claborgte
ornaments of stone and rhetal, Lacls s
titenslls, and architectiral style,

To the east of the Indus valley, in
Ganga valley, Assam and the
north-esst region, a& large number of
Meolithie sites have been found. Some
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of the most important sites are Guflkral
and Burzahom in Kashmir, Mahgam,
Chopani Mando and Koldihwa in Belan
valley irl Uttar Pradesh, and Chirand
ir Bibar,

Three radiocarbon dates from
Koldilwa provide the earliest evidence
for the domesticited varety of rice going
hack to about & 6500 B.C. which make
it the oldest evidence of rice in any part
of the world. Thus, in all probability
agriculture in the Belan valley began
grovnd ¢ B500 B.C, Besldes rice,
evidence [or barley cultivation is
attested 81 Mahpgara,

The bone remains from Koldibwa
and Mahgara show that cattle, sheep
and goat were domesticated in the
region. In Mahgam, evidence of a cattle
pen has also been met with.

In the north-west, the early Nealithic
seltlers in Burzahom Hved in pit
dwellings, rather than buildiog houses
aver the ground.

The settlement at Chirand in Bihar
ig relatively late. From Assam and
further north-egst regions small
polished Neolithic stone axes have been
fonaned froum Cochar hills, Garo hills s
Naga hills. Unfortunately, so far very
[ittle cultural material has been found
L& throw light on the Life of the makers
of these axes sand there is liltle or no
dating evidence. The excavations at
Sarulary near Guwahati revealed
shouldered celts and round-butted
axes associated with crude cord-or
basket-marked pottory.

In =zouth Indis, we have the most
tdenisive evidence of new patierns of
subsistience, almos! contemporary with

7@
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Flg. 6.3 Nedlithic Potteny

the Harappan culture. Some of the
moygt important sites in southern India
are Kodekal, Utnur, Nagarjunikonda
and Palavoy in Andhra Pradesh;
Tekkalkolta, Maski, T. Nacsipur,
Sangankallu, Hallurand Breabmagiciin
Ketrnatakn and Pajyampalli in Tamil
MNuduw. The soutlicrn Nealithie Apeiis
dited between 2600 and 800 B.C. It
has three phases. Phase [ is totally
tlevoid of metal fools and in the second
phase tonls of copper and bronze are
forand in limited guantity, The evidence
shows tha! people domesticated cattle,
shieep and gmt and pragtised some
agriculiure. Pottery of both handmade
as welt as wheel-made variety was nsed.

-------------------------
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They built houses ol wanle-and-daub,
with rammed floor, tended cow, bull,
goal, sheap,and cultivated horse gram,
millet and ragi. ln the third phase iron
has ‘also heen reported to have bedn
fourid.

The evidencs discusae] ahove leads
s 10 druw certain broad conclusions.
The earliest Neolithic settlements in
the Indian subcontinent Erst developed
in the west of the Indus. Here at
Mehrearh the Nealithic culture began

Exercises

1. Explain the following:

T N

about 8,000 B,C. and sean it became a
widespread phenomenon. People lived
in mud houses, wheat and barley were
cultivated, and cattle, sheep and goat
were domesticated. Long-distance trade
fiar preciosus goods was also cartied on
Almost about the same time, similar
develupments took place in the Belan
valley also. By abeut 3,000 H.C.
Neolithlc culture wis a widespread
phenomenon and covered a large part
of the Indian subcomtinent.

Bumestication of plants and snimals, Food gathering,
2. Wha i Nedlithie cultire ond wilch are (b earfiest gitee Helenping to this

cilture?

5. Deactihe the sconomy of (e Neolith pecsad, How s it rent from Patssebithio

atd Megolithic soonomies?

4. Discuss some Impartant sites of Neolithie culture and important Andings

peasoefnied with' (Hem

5. Describe the lifestide and religiovs belicls of the Neolithi= peopie.

nrd Mtsolithic toels:

=
=
[+ ]
v ]
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=
E
[ =

sisisbaiaien

»  Make akeiches of Nedlithiie (ool arid desitite ther
e Malee sketohes of Paladolithic tools.
* Vit o mogsen sed oote the differenes Between Neotithie, Palaeolithie
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Tee end of the Neolithic period saw
very different kind of developments
in different areas. While in the
Indias and Saraswati valleys there
emerged, though slowly, a full-fledged
civilization,
Decean a very different kind of culture
developed which, though using metal,
never reached the level of urbanisation.
This was knpwn as Chalcolithic
culture. Some of these cultures were
contemporary with the Harappan

in central Indig and

----------------------------------------------------------------------------

cultore and other were decidedly later
(han Harappan. These caltures shared
vertaln commaon features, They are
all characterised by painted ceramic,
usually black-on-red, a specialised
blade and flake mdustry of the silivious
matenial bke chalcedony and cherr, and
copper and bronze tools, though on &
restricted scale. Their econony was

based on subsistence agriculture,
stovk-reising and hunung and fishing,.

Flg. 7.1 Important Chaleolithic and Copper Hoard Sites



Some important Chalcolithic cultures
I

Ahar cullture cIBN-1500 B.C
Kayatha culture o 2450-1700 B.C.
Malwa cialture & 1900-1900 B.C.

Savalda oulture i 2300-2000 B.C.
Jorwe culture oo 1500 =900 8.C.
Frabihas culbire 2000-1400 B.C.
Rangpur caltare & 1700-1400 B.C.

it

The maost distinguishing feature of
tHese Chaleolithic cultures is their
distinet paitited potteiy. The Kayvatlia
culfute 18 characterlzed by & sturdy
red-slipped ware painted with designs
in chiocolate colour, a red painted bulf
ware and a combed ware bearing
incised patterns. The Ahar people
miade a distinctive blagk-and-red ware
decorated with white designs. The
Malwa weare is rather coarse in [abric,
bt has a thick bufl surface over which
designs are mode eitherin red-or black,
The Prabhas and Rangpur wares. are
bioth derved from the Herappom, but
havea glossy surface due to which they
are dlsd called Lustrous Red Ware,
Jorwe ware 1o is painted black-an-red
bt las & matl surface tresbod with a
wesh, Some of the most well-kihown
potiery furms are dithes-on-stand,
gpouled vases, sltemmed cups,
pedestzllid bawls, big stomge jars, and
spouted basins and bowls

Most of these Chaleolithic culiures

flourished in semi-arid regions of

Fujasthan, Madhva Pradesh, Gujarai
and Maharashira, The settlements of
Kavatha culture are only a few in
number, mostly localed on Lihe
Chumbal and its tributories, They are

L]
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may be noi over twe hectares. In g
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cantrast to small Kayatha culture S

settlements those of Aher Culture are
big. Atleast threeof them namely Ahar, §

Balathdl and Gilund are of several
hectiares, Stone, mad bricles, and mud
were used for the construction ol
houses and other
Excavations revea] that Balathel was 4
well fortifiecd settlement. The people of

structiites, &

Malwa culture  settled mostly on the S8 3

Narmada nnd its iributaries. Navdatoli, 5

Eran and Nagada are the three best
known settlements of Malwa culture.
Navidatoll meastres almost 10 hectares
and is one of the largest  Chaleolithic
seltlepents in the country, Ithas been
seen that some of these sites were
fortified and Nagada had even a bastion
of mud-bricks. Eran similurly had a
fortification wall with a most.
Unfortunaizly not more than half o
dozen settlements of Prabhas eulture
are known, The Rangpur culture sites
are located mostly on Ghelo and
Kalubhar rivers in Gujarat. The Jorwe
settlements are comparatively larger in
number. More than 200 seitlements are
known from Maharashtra. Prakash,
Daimabad and Inamgapn are some of
the best known setrilements of this
culture. The largest of these is
Daimabad which measured almost 20
hectares, -

The Chalcolithic people buill
rectangular and circular houses of mud
wattle-and-daub. The circular houses
were mostly in clusters, These houses
and huts had roofs of straw supported
on bamboo and wooden rafters. Floors

58

Chalcalithie Village = Afinr, Kajasthin

were made of mmmed clay and huts
wore used for storage alsn, People
raised cattle as well as cultivated bath
Kkharif and rabi crops inromoon. Wheat
arid burley were grown in the-drea of
Malwa, Rice is reported to have been
found from [namgaon and Ahar. These
people also cultivated jowar and bajra
and so also fulih, mag, green peas, lentil
ang| green and black grams.

Almast all these Chalcolithic
cultures fourished m the black cottaon
soll zone, This clearly represents an
ccological adapration dictated by
available technology, knowledge atud
means, An anslogy with present-day
agricultural methods in these regions
leads to the supposition that we ae
dealing here with a system of dry
farming, dependent on moisture-
retentive soils.

Trade und Commerce

There is evidence to show that the
Chaleplithic communities traded and
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e¢xchanged materinls with other
contemporary communites, Large
settlements like Ahar, Gilund, Nagada,
Navdatoli. Eran, Prabhas, Rangpur,
Pralkash, Dahmabad and Indmpsgon
would have served as major centres
of trade and exchange. It appears that
Ahar people, settied cloge to the copper
source, supplicd copper tools and
objects to other contemporary
comununities in Mulwa and Gujarat,
It has been supgested that most of
the copper axes found in Malwa,
Jorwe and Prabhas cultures bear
some identification marks, which are
almost identical, suggesting that
they may be the trundemarks of the
smiiths whio made them, Conch shell
for bangles were traded from the
Sawrashtm: coast to varous other parts
of the Chaleolithic regions. Similarly,
gold and wory may have come from
Tekkalkotta [Kainataka) to Jorwe
people who i turn traded these to their
coritemporaries. The semiprecious
stones may have heen traded to
various parts: from Rajpipla (Gujarat).
It 15 interestrge o note that the Jorwe
people traded even the potlery to
distant places, as [namgaon pottery
has been found at several sites located
away from it. This reminds us of
Northern Black Polished Ware being
exported with the trade [rom the plain
Garigetic to [Er off reglons, in the early
historical period. Wheeled bullock
carts, drawings of which have been
found on pots, were used  for long-
distance ftrade, besides the river
transport.

“
Trw Costconmas  Cosuens oF Ino %

Fig. 7.4 Ohjeces of Reliiiis Belisfs
fer) Stylised Bull Figurines from Kayoth,
M) Terravatia Ohifeats fromf Triamaaon

Religious Hellein

Heligion was an aspect which
interiinked all the Chalcolithic culnures.
The worship of mother goddess and the
bull was in vogue. The ball cult seems
to have been predominant in Malwa
during the Ahar period. A large number
of these both naturalistic as well as
stylised lingas have been found from
muost of the sites. The natiaralistic ones

.........................
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niay haveserved as votive offerings, but
the small stylised ones may have been
hung around the neck as the Lingayats
do today.

The Mnthar Goddess is depicted on
a huge storage jur of Malwa culture in
an appliqué design. She is flanked by
awoman on the nght and a erocodile
an the loft, by the side of which is
rapresented the shrne, Likewise the
fiddle-shaped figurines probably
resembling snvatsa, the symbol of
Lakshmi, the Goddess of wealth in
historical period represent & maother
Goddess.

In a painted design on a pot, a deity
is shown with dishevelled hair, recalling
the Rudra of later pedod. A painting on
a jar found from Daimabad; shows a
deity surrounded by animals and birds
such as tigers and peacocks. Some
scholars compare it with the 'Siva
Pashupati’ depicted on & seal from
Mohanjedaro.

Two figurines from Inamgaon,
belomging to late Jorwe culture, have
been ldentified as proto-Ganesh, who
is worshipped lor success before
embarking on an undertaking. Several
headless figurines found at Inamgaon
have been compared with Goddess
Visira of the Mahabharata. Fire-
worship seems o have been a very
widespread phenomenon among the
Chalealithic people. Fire-altare have
been [ound from & large number of
Chalealithic sites during the course of
excavations,

The cccurence of pols und other
funerary objects found along with the
burials of the Malwa and Jorwe people
indicale that people had a belief in life
afier death.,

-------------------------
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The Chaldolithic cultires Dounslied
during the third millennium and
second mitllenpium B.C. A latge
number of settlemenis llke Kayatha,
Prabhaa, Ahar, Balathal, Prakaah and
Nevasa were deserted, to be revecupied
after four 1o six centuries later, 1t has
been postulated that these cultures
declined due to decline in rainfall which
made it hard for the agricaltural
communities to sustain .

Techoology

The Chaléolithic farmers had made
considerable progress in cermmic ayg
well as metal technology. The painted
pottery was well made and well fired in
keiln. It was fired at s temperature
bietween 500-700" C. In 'metsl tools
we find axes, chisels, banples, beads,
hocks, etc, which were mostly made
of copper.  The copper was obtained,
perhaps. from the Khetri mines of
Rajasthan, Gold srnamepts were
extremely rare and have been found
only m the Jorwe culture. An ear
oroament has been found from
Prabhas alsd. The find of cruciblesand
pairg of tongs of copper at Inamgaon
shows the working of goldsmiths.
Chalcedony drills were used for
perforating beads of semiprecious
stones. lime was prepared out of
Kankar and used for various purposes
like pamting houses and lining the
storage bins, etc.

Copper Hoard Culture

Since the first reported discovery of a
cupper hurpoon from Bithur in Kanpur
district in 1822, nearly tine thoisand
copper objects have been found from
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almost B0 localities in various parts
of India. As theseé copper obijects
have mostly been found in hourds,
they are known as Copper Hoards.
The lurgest hoard from Gungeria
(Madhya Pradesh) comprises 424
pieces af copper objects and 102
thin sheets of silver. The main types
of objects are various kinds of celts,
harpoons, antennfe swords, rings
and anthropomorphs. We find that
harpoons, antennae swords and
anthmpomorphs are basically confined
tn Uttar Pradesh while various kinds of
celts, rings and other objects are
found from such diverse geographical

Fig. 7.8 Copper Hoard Objects
I Anﬂzrapumm?r. 2.3, Antennne Suwords,
4.5, 7 Hurpoons, 6, Ring, 8-11, Célts,
12-13 Bar Colts:

areas as Rajasthan, Gujarat, Madhya
Pradesh, Biliar, Orisga, West Bengal and
Maharishtra. Scientific analysis of
these capper objects show that they
were made in open or closed moulds.
These are generally made of pure
copper; although very insignificant
quantities of allovs have been noticed
in some. The source of metal for these
coppeir hoards appears to the Khetri
copper mines as well as hilly regions of
Almora District in Uttaranchal,

The Copper Hoards include
weapons and tools as well as objects of
worship. The harpoons and antennac
swords are lkely to have been used as
weapans, while various kinds of celis
and axes may have been used as tools,
Bar celts appear o have been used for
mining ores, The anthropomorphs,
weighing quite a few kilos and
measuring upto 45 em. in length and
43 cm. in width, were possitily ohjects
of worship. Even today all over northem
Indig riny anthropomorphs of the
size of 4-10 em. are worshipped as
Shani devata.

It is cifficult to say as to who were
the authors of these Copper Hogards.
In the Gangetic plainga few pieces of
these coppet hodrds have beert found
associaled with Ochre Coloured
Pottery (OCPH), discussed below.

OCP Calture

Almost contemporary to the later hall
of the Mature Harappan civilizalion,
there flourished a culture in the upper
Gangetic plains which is idenafled by
the tige of pottery with bright red slip
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and painted in black. This pottery has
been found all over upper Gangetic
plains. During the course of excavation
in the regon it bas been found that the
sites yielding this pottery have suffered
fram extensive floods, Many scholars
think that the entire upper Gangetic
plains was for some length of time
submerged under water. The OCP
people used copper tools and cultivated
rice, barley, gram and khaser The OCP
shares mary shapes with the Harappan
Ware,
During the course of excavations,
Copper Hoard abjects were found in
association with OCP deposit at Saipai,
irt District Etah. Alsa, from almost all
the places in Ganga-Yatnuna doah from
where Copper Hoards have been found,

i lalg
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Fig. 7.6 Ochne Colored Pottery

the OCP has alo been found. Due to
thiz, some scholars think that the
Copper Hoards are associated with OCP
peaple, in doab. But their cultural
association in Bihar, Bengal and
Origga is not cledr. As mentioned in
previous section on Chalcolithic
cultures, some of the copper hoard
types. mainly celts, have been found
associated with Chalecolithic people
alsi,

Besides, therd are some other sites
of the upper Ganga valley like
Bahadarabad, Nasirpur [Hardwar)
Rajpur-Parsu (Meerut] Bisauli
{Badaun) and Baheria (Shahjahanpur)
from where copper hoartls were found
earlier also yielded OCP sherds in
subséquent explorations.
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Ex=srcises

1. Explain the following:

Chnloolithis, OCP, Antlropomorphs, Coppar Hoards.
2. Write short noles on:

i} Chalealithic- technoiogy

[il) tmportant Chaleolithio culiures

fifi) Copper Hoards
3. How s the Chaleolithic culture different from the Neolithle culture?
4. Describe the religious bebefs: of Chaleolithic people.

* Locate on the outline map of India some important Chaleolithic sites,
»  Diraw on your sketch book sieme vissels Hke gliss, cups gnd vise,

Things t6 Do
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Tue HArAPPAN CIVILIZATION

At the ume of partition ol India in 1947, barely 40
settlements belonging o this divilizatiolh were
kaigwen. Resdardhes cdrrigel out during fhe  Iast 50

vedrs have Altered the picture completely.
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Tre Harappan civilization was
discovered in 1920-2] following
the excavations by R.D. Banerjee st
Mohenjoders and by DUR. Salini at
Harappa. Since at thal time the renilns
of the civilization were found only in the

................ e Hasapoan: CoaLEarmos 3

indus valley, it came o be known also
as the Indus civilizntion. A culture may
also be named after the site rom whers
it came 1o be lmown for the frst time.
Bitiee, it was at Harappa that the relics
of thiz civilization were Arsl notiesd, il
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is ulso known as the Harappan
civilization. At the time of partition of
India in 1947, barely 40 settlements
belonging to this civilization were
known. Researches carried out during
the last S0 years have altered the
picture completely. Now about 1400
settlements belonging to the different
phases of this culture are known from
parts of India. In terms of political
boundaries of today, of these 1400 sites
nearly 925 settlements are in India and
475 in  Pakistan. This ancient
civilization of India. like any other,
cannot praperly be stodied on the basis
afits present day political bovundaries.
The geagraphical distribution should
be Its basis.

The 1400 settlements, discovered so
far are distributed over a very wide
peographical area. [ts known extent in
the west is upto Sutkagendor in
Baluchistan; Alamgirpur in Meerul
District (Utar Pradesh| in the east:
Daimabad (Ahmadnagar District,
Maharashtra) in south; and Manda
(Akhnoor District, Jammu and
Knshmir) in the north, covering an
ared of glmost 1600 km. east-west
and 1400 km. nerth-south. The total
ger__:grﬂphinal aren ower which this
aivilization Nourished s more than 20
times of the aren of Egyprian and more
than 12 tmes of the ares of Egyption
and Mesopotemian civilizationsg
combined. It covers an srea of about
12,350,000 84, k. These settlemeénts
are mestly located on river banke,

When we look at the distribution
pattern of these settlementsin terms of
rivers, we find that (i} poly 40
settlements are located on the Indus

fr i
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and its tributaries and (i) as many a=
1,100 (80%) settlements are located on
rhz vast plain between the Indus and
the Ganga, comprising mainly the
Saraswati river system which is dry
roclay, and (i) about 250 settlements
are found m Tndia heyond the Saraswati
river system a number of them in
Giujarat, and a few in Maharashtra,

It is cl=ar from the above
distribution pattern afsettlements that
the focus of Harappan civilization was
aot the Indus but the Saraswat|
river and its tributaries which flowsd
hetween the Indus and the Ganga. Itis
because of this reason that some
scholars call it Indus-Saraswati
civilization, and few prefer the
nomenclature Saraswati chvilization.

Mast of the 1400 settlements
belonging to this civilization con be
classified as small villages (which are
upto 10 hectares|, a fow larger towns
and simall cities (10 to 30 hectares). Some
of the sefttlements like Mohenjodaso {+ 250
tiecrares), Harappa (+150 hectares),
Ganawariwaln [+80 hectares) and
Rakhigarhi (+80 hectares), Kalibangan
(100 hectzres), and Dholavie (+100
hectares) can easily be clagsed as
large citles, The frdt five are inland
centres located approximately at un
equidistance in a zigzag pattern that
covers Indus and Saraswat river plain,
The last two are located in Ronn of
Kachchhba,

Lach of these c¢ities were
surrounded by vast agricultural lancds,
rivers and forest that were inhabited by
sealterad farming and pasforal
communities and bands of hunters
food-gatherers.
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Major excavations undertaken st
the sites of Mohenjodaro, Harappa
Kalibangan, Lothal, Surkotada,
Dhalevira ete. bave given us a fair ides
dbout the various aspects like town

planning, ceanomy, technaligy, religion
ete. of this civillztion.

Town Planning

The overall layoul of the Indus-
Saraswati cities = distinguished by the
gretlation of streets and bulldings,
sccording to the cardinal directions —
cast-wesl, and north-south. The ides
of settlement plarming did nol appear
suddenly with the first large cities b
was already well establishied in carlier
perind as has been revealed from Lhe
excavalions al Kot Diji, Kalibangan,
Hamppa, Rahmean Dher, Nausharo ete
The basiclayoul at all these setflementa

............... Tue Harappaw Crviazanion 3

wits established along a grid that was
defined by large streets running nort-
south and east-west and lortifeation all
arvund.

Earlier it wais thotght that all cities
were having d standord division into s
high western citadel und a lower town
to the east reflecting the division of the
cities Into rulers and the service
communities, with the crafts
worlshops: located in the lower diy.
But this mterpretution is not correct
because large public budldings, market
areas; large and small private houses
as well 48 crifts worlsshops hilve been
Teouangd i all areas,

Each city comprised a seces of

walled sectors or mounds, oriented in

different direction., Mohenjodaro,

Hamppa and Kalibangm have a high
rectangular nound en the west and

Fig. 8.2 Guling Fon of G Hamgpan City
fou Mahemyodars (b Kaliiangan

----------------
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extensive mound o the north, sonth
and the east. But at the sites like
Dholavira and Bansvali there wais only
a single walled mound internally
divided into three or four walled seators,

The excavotions at the Harappan
city gites: like Mohenjodaro, Harnppa,
Kalibatigar, Surkotada show that there
wore large gateways at various entry
poinmﬂrthe'uw These gutéways are
seen even In the inner fortification areay
alsn, At Dholsvira a large inscription,
possibly a fallen signboard. was found
cloge 1o the main galeway. The leters
of the inscription are the largest
sxnmpleof writing ever discovered from
any Harappan city, is made from white
gypsum paste inlay et into a woodeh
plank, Ten symbols each measuring
approximately 37 cm, high and 25 (o
27 cm. wide proviaimed some name
or title, Mounted above the gatevway the
signboard would have been visible from
a long distance.

Biaterials oned in Buildings

The houses built by peaple usumlly
show considerable vanation in the raw
materials used pnd the suyple of
construclion. The most commby
bullding materials in the alluvial plains,
where most settlements are located,
were mud-bricks and kiln-fired- priclkes,
wood and reeds. However, in rocky
foothills and on the Islunds of Kutch
and in Saurashira, where stone is
commoanly available, dressed stone
replaced bricks. The avernge size of brick
ased furlwouses was 7% % 15230 em.
but forthe construction of fortification
walls the size of the brick wis of bigger
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glee iz, 10x20x40 ¢cm. Both gizes ol
firieks have identical proportions 1:2:4,
that the witdth is double the thickness
and the length four imes, the thickness.

The doors windows were made of
wood and mars. The floors of houses
were genierally hard-packed earth that
was ofteny plastiered. Bathing areas and
digins were rdde with baked bricks or
stone. Some roorns were paved with
laricks or fired terracoims cakes, Very
few actugl roof fragments have been
recovered, They were probably made
of wooden beams coversd with reeds
and packed clay. In rare instances
tmber also seems 1o have formed o
semt-srrucrural frame or lacing for
brickwark.

Typea of Buildings

Excavations have uncovered many
bypes of houses dand public buildings
at boih lafge and amall settlements,
Most of the architecture con be grouped
intn three categories, with some
variations; (i| private houses, (i) large
hotiges surrounded by smaller unirs,
sind {iii] lnrge public struchares.
Considerable variation is seen in the

size of dwellings, which range [Fom

single ropmed teneiisnts to houses
with courtyards having up to
dozen rooms of varying slzes,
Doorways and windows rurely opened
otit into the maln street, but faged side
lanes.  The view into the house was
biocked by w owall or 4 room around
the frant door. This was done to protect
the activities in thecentral courtyard
from the view ol pussers-liy, This
pattern s satill maintained in



traditional hdlises throughout' the
Inde-Cangelic plalns

Many honses wee nt least two
sterneed sined some schalags think that
apme ol the houses mav have heen
threw stoned. Heorns were comomonly
foaried o five rocims. Khiinst overy Dose
hisd 8 bailwwivam., and in some chases
there jn evideriee of batlivooms on Lhe
b3t floor. The doors were made with
wotlen frames and a brick sackel sl
int the threshold served as doar pivot.,
Some of the doors secem to have heen
paintcd and pogsibiy carved with
simple omamentntion  he windows
weire small at frst and secnnd stouries:
The adjseent hibuses were sepiraled by
6 riorrow space of "no man's land”,
Almogt all the big houses had a well
within their courtyard. Ueep grooves

on the bricks at the top edge of the well

Fig. 8.3 Anel Vidus o) Eeeonaated Citada] Aree

af’ Moherjpdirg

Tirk: Flagavean Crvinizamon

shiw thal ropes were Gsed to iRt the
wiler up, probably with leather or
wioodien buckets.

Pablic Bulldings

In severnl Cities some large and distinet
siraciures haove been found. Thelr
specidl nitture | seen in their plan

Fig. 8.4 The Gredr Bkt of Mehenjoaro

and il thedr entistraction. Hete we'shiall
conline ourselves only 1o a few
sirueciures.

Perhaps the most remarkahle
feature of the citadel mound at
Mohenjodaro is the Great Bath. This
finely built brick structhure meastres
12 m by ¥m, and is nearly Jm deep
from the surrounding pavement. It
is appronched ot either end by Mights
of steps. The floar of the Lath was
oonstricted of davwn bricks gel on edge
in gypsum mortar, with a layer of
bitumen sandwiched beiween the
inner and outer brick layers, Water was
evidently supplied by a laree well in an
adjacent rmoom, and an outlet from one
comer of the bath led to a high corbelled
drain disgorging vn the west sido of the
mound. Surrournding the bath were
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porticos and sets of roums, while o
stairway led to an upper storey, It has
been generally agreed that this bath
was lnked with some sort of ritual
bathing which haa been very common
in Indian life right from the ancent
times till today.

Immedintely to the west of the
Greal Bath st Mohemodare ls a group
of 27 blocks of brickwork criss-
crossed by narrow lanes. Overall it
measures 50 m. east-west and 27 m.
oarth-south, Somewhat similar
structures have been found at
Harappa, Kalibangan and Lothal.
These stmactures have heen identified
as granaries which were used for
storing grains, To the south of grananes
at Harappa lay working platforins
consisting of the rows of oiroular brick
platformsz. During the course of
exeavation, impression af a large
wooden mortar wiss found placed inthe

e R

centre of one of these dircuiar brick
platforms. Such wooden mortars are
used in many parts of the world to
rempve the husk from the gmin.

An important struictare s the
dockyerd found at Lothal it is.a large
structure measuring 223 m. in lengthy
35 m, in widih sl 8 m. in depth;
pirovided with an inlet channel (12,30
m. wide)' in the easlernowall and a
spillway. The inlet channel was
connected to ativer. By its sideis a 240
me long and 21.6 m wide whatt!, Mosi
scholars have identified this stnicture
ne & dovkynred where ships and Doats
carme for loading and unloading of
gouds. In view of thi fer i o lorge
number of sexls have been found it a
warehduse close 1o the dockyard,
wcholars think that Lothsl was a major
trading eentre of the Harappan
civilization,

Filg, 8.8 [ockijard gt Lathai
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Streetn nnd Draing

Well laid-out streets and side lanes
eopuipped with dralss are the most
outstanding features of the Harnppan
civilization.

The towns were well planned and
the strects cut sachl othes on the right
angles. Even the width of these streels
wiers in g sel vidio, ITthe namowest ne
wis tne tnitin width, the other <treeis
were twice, thrice and o on in width
Further, the civie sénse of people in this
civilization was such thal during the
hey-day of the ecivilization, no
encronchmenti an the streets was to be
seen, According to scholars, such town-
planning was not seen even in the
nineteenth century London and Paris,

Even asmaller towns and villages hard
impressive drainage syvstems. This
indicates that people had a grear civie
sense of sanitation end care for heslth
and hyvgiene. Small drains made of
burnt bricks were connected with
buthing platforms and latrines of
private houses joined the mediuim-
aizad dinius In the side streets. These
draing run bito larger sewere in the
main stieels which were covered withi
bricks or dressed stone blocks,
Cuarhelled-argk draing have also  Bearn
finind. One of them is alniost 6 it deep
whith functioned as main drain taking
all the wacte water out of thetown. At
reglilar intervalsalong the main sewage
draing were rectangular sump pits for
collecting waste and these were
reguladly eleaned.

Crifis and Industries

Although the Harappan civilizetion is
relermed to 25 & bronze age civilization,
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mostly unalloyed copper was used for
manufacturing artefacts, and only
rarely tin was dlloyed in capper to make
bronze. Tools and weapons were simple
in form, They inchwded flat-axes, chisels,
arrowhead, spearheacls. knives, saws,
razars, and fish-hooks, Peaple also
made copper and bronze vessels: They
tnads small pletes ond weights of lead,
and gold and silver jewellery of
ronsiderable sophistication.

The Harappans continued to use
knives of chert hlades also, Some of
these chert hlades are the finest
examples known from any carly culture.
A great skill and expertise is seen in
precions and semi-preécious stone
beiads and weights, Long barrel shaped
chrnelion beads (upla 10em. long) are
the finest examples of craftsmanship.

Steatlte was used lor making a
variety of objects like seals, bearls,
hracelets, buttons, vessels, ete. but jts
use in making fatence {a form of glass),
is particularly notewaorthy: In 1his
material bedds, amulets, sealings arid
even anunal models have been fountd.

I the Farappan civilization, pold
objecls oceur in the form of beads,

pendants, amulets, brooches, and

Fig. 8.6 Omamonits
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other small omaments. The Hamppan
gold is of light colour indicating high
silver content. On the basis of alloys,
it has been sugeested that gold may
have come from Karnamks: Silver was
relagively more common than gold
which is indicated by the nccurrence of
a number of larpe vessels and other
objects.

Mature Harappan pollery
represents & blend of the ceramic
tradition of the pre-Harappan oulture
of hoth west of the Indus region ns
well as of the Saraswati area. The
pottery technology was guite advanced.
Most of the pots were whesl-made. Big
storage jors were aléo produced. Pots
were beautifully painted in black an the
bright red surfnce with geometric
designs, plants, animals, snd a few
paintings seem to depict scenes from
stones.

More than 2500 seals have been
foundd. These are mude of steatite, They
mostly depict a single snimual-unicor
bull, elephant, chinoceros ele,—but
some also depict trees, semi-himman
and human figurines, In some cases
participaling in o ctremany.

Shell working was another
flourishing industry. Artisans,
setiiements close to the zea
manufactured shell ornaments like
pendants, rings, bracelets, inlays,
bends ete., beside objects as bowls,
ladlrs and gamesmen.

Trade und Commeran

In the Harappan civilization, the
elaborate social structure and tlie
standard of living must have been

achieved by a highly developed system
of communication and strong
economy. In this, intensive agricultural
production and large-scale (rade
played significant roles.  In the
beginning, 1rade must have been
internal, e, between one zone and
another, and later external tade aiso
developed. Agricultural produce,
industoal raw matenal, ke copper
ores, stone, semi precious shells, elc.
wrre traded. Besides the raw material,
finished products of metsls (pots and
pans, weapon, ete,), precious and senn-
precious stones [beads, pendants,
vrmulers ete.) ornamenis of gold and
silver were aleo traded Lo varions areag.
Copper may have been procuned Irom
Khetrd mines of Rajasthan, cherl blades
from Rohti hills of Sindh, carnelian
beads from Gujarmt and Sindh, lead
from south India, lapis-lazuli from
Kashrmir and Afghanistan, torquoise
and jade from central Asby or [ran,
amithysl rom Maharnshitza. and agole,
chdleedony, and coaraelian from
Saurashtra.

The occurrence of malure
Hamppan seals and other artefacts
in contemporary Mesopotamian
civilization, and some of the
Mesopoiamunn and Egyption objects in
Harappan civilization, and the
evidence of Mesopotaminn doduments,
eatablish that the Harappans had
trading relgtionship with that land.

Weights and Maasures

The tradie, bioth long as well tis short
distance, implies a regulation of
exchange and of welghts and measurys,
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Harappan weighin and measures were
cabical and spherical in shape and
were made of chert, Jasper and ngate.
The weights progesd in & series, first
doubling, from 1,2,4.8, to 64, then
going to 160; and from then dn in
decimal multiples of sixteen, 320, G0,
1600, 6400 (1600x4), §000 (1600x5)
and 128,000 (i.e. 16000 = 8),
Interestingly, the tradition of 16 or its
miltiples contimed in India Bl 1950s.
Sixieen chharank made a ser and 16
crinas mede one rupes. The measares
ol length was based upon a foot of
37.6em and a cobit of S1.8tn 53 6 em.

Transport and Travel

Represeritations of ships and bosats
are found on séme seals and as
graffitl an poltery from Harsppa and
Mohenjotlaro, A terracotia model of &

ity ERoet b cdepectedd on sivls
Fig. 8.7 Modes of Tmnspor

ship ar a boal, with stick-impressed
sucket for the mast and eyeholes {or
fixing onrs hos been found from Lothal,
The boats depicted gn scals and

'
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prittery resemble the ones used today
in Sindh and Punjab areas. Travel and
transport were carvied on through
ships dnd bouts. For the overland
lransport bullock-ecarts and pack
animals Hke bull, camel, ass eic. were
uged. Thetermacolta models of bullock-
cart and cart tracks found on roads
from varous siles indicste that carts
used in those davs were in size and
shape practically like the present day
ones

Agriculture

The granaries al some Harappan cities
clearly sUppest thit cerguls were

produced in such large quantities that
rot only were all the immediite needs

(] i et

. '-%:5'_,.33 o . .
Fig. BB Tho Mool ol Bxesroviivid vt
Kodiboungin
af ; ople duly metwith, but there was
algo enough reserve o face any futore
einergency.

The principasl cercals seem 1o have
bedn whent and bardey. Rice, though
known, was a favoured grain, Six
varieties of millets including ragri,

i
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kodor, sanwa, and jowar were
gultivated, as also peas and heans.
Remains of rice have been found
mainly from Gujarat and Haryana
areas. Other crops include dates,
varicties of Icgume,a. sesame and
mustard, Fragments of cotten cloth
found at Mohenjodaro and other sites
show that cotton was also grown.
Cottom has been found ar Mehrgarh at
least 2000 years before the mature
phase of the Civilizution., This is the
oldlest evidence ol cotton in the warkdl.

Agriculture was generally practised
aleng the river hanks most of which
were flooded dunng the summer and
monsoons. The flood deposited every
venr fresh alluviai silt which is highly
productive and for which no major
furrowing and certainly no manires
and irrigation are required. The
cultivated Eatdmmm& at Kalihangan
(period 1) shows crisscross furrow-
marks indicating that two cmops were
grown simultaneously. This method 1s
followed oven today in the Rajasthan,
Harvana and western Uttar Pradesh.

For tilling Delds, wooden plough
with a copper o wooden ploughshare
was used. Terracotta models of
the plough !ave been found at
Mohenjodaro 2y 4 Banawali. Harvesting
of crops would have been dime with
copper =ickles as well as stone blades
hafted in wood.

The range of animals domesticated
by the Harappan people is quite large.
Bones ol séveral animals have besn
found in excavations. Skeletal remains
include sheep, goat, bull, huffalo,

“ohant, camel, pip, dog and cat, which

T4
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were all domesticated. A large number
o sininial have been depicted bn the
stals. These include sheep, goal,

humped bull, buffalo, elephant, ete.

Bones of wild animials like spotled deer,
sambhar deer, hog deer, wild pig, ete.

are also found which evidently were
huanted for food. Several types of birds
as well as fishes were also hunted for
food.

The bones of camels have been
found in large number from various
sites bul the animal is not depicted
on geals, Bones of horses have been
reported from Lothal, Surkotada,
Kalibangan and several other sites.
Terracotta figurines of the horse have
been found at Nausharo and Lothal.
But no unambiguous depiction of
this anitnal an seal has so far been
found.

Arts

Alarge viiriety of objects suchias seals,
stone stabues, lerracotta, et are
superh examples of art activities, The
magst outstanding pieces are a yogi from
Mohenjodare and two small figurines
from Harappa. Bronzes are mre, the
moest [amous being & small femsle
slanie of about 11.5 em. in hejglit
Identified as dancing girl, from
Mohenjodaro. Significantly, this has
been magle by the lost wax method of
casting. Daimabad bronze animals
workmanship most probahly belong to
Harappan period, The red sandstone
torso found at Harappa is made of
detachalile limbs and head and the grey
stone torso perhaps shows a dancing
fisure. Bath these are so realistic



that had they not been found in
archacological excavations none would
believe thar they belong to the
Harappan - period.

Harappan people produced a large
number of terracotts Ggurines which
were handmiade. The Bgurmes include
humans, animals, birds, monkeys.

Fig. 8.9 Spucinan of Art from
Herappan Challamon
fir) Brorgse st - Tmommog G
(B Termtcorta Blls o) Terracoio
Fawmiin Fignirine (o) Mool of o Y
o) Perinteiel Ferr

e
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dogs, sheep and cattle. Figurines of bath
hurmped and humpless bulls are found.

The largest number of seals depict
unicorn. But the most artistie
deplotions are the figures of humperd
bull, Other animals are elephants,
tgers, riunoceros, ram, olt. Humons
are also occasionally depletedl.

18
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As for the evidence ol paintinigs we
have it only on pottery. Unfortunately
no wall paintings, even if there were
any, have survived.

Beript

The language of Haragpans is al
prresent still unknown and st remain
sn until the Harppan soript s read.
Though several attempts have been
made but none has beon convincing

and acceptable to all. Some scholars

connect it o Dravidian languages and.
others Lo Indo-Acynn and Sanskritl
There are nearly 400 specimens of
Harappan signs on seals and other
malterialy such as copper tablets, axes,
and potlery. Muosl of the inscripfions
an seals are small, a group of few leiters,

“ig- 8,10 ja) Seul populardy knoum s Siva
Pusupriti (bt and (o) Other seals werl
Harmgipon Sorgs

A lew benr only one single sign The
Harappan soripl has 400 to 500 signs
and ite s penerally agreed that il is nol
an alphabetic form of writing. Some
schylars opine tha! Hareppan
inscriptions present & logoavilablic
writieg system, where aseguence of tvo
ar more mgns would represent ethora
complete word, o syllable or @ sound
wnd sometimes even o sSenltence ol
seversl words apd grasmmationd
ndicsiors, The seripl wiss writlen fiom
right to left. When the inscription was
of more than one line it could e fira
line from right to left and second lrom
left to right.

Religlnn

There are generally two aspecis of
redigion: one conceptunl or philoso-
phical, and the other, proctical or
ntuslistie. The formeris enshrined m
metaphysionl texts while the latter is
rellected in the maleriol yemudns Sinte
we have not becn able (o decipher the
soeript it s difficult to talk about 1he
metaphysical aspect. bul due to
abundance of matertal remaing we
have some idea about the other aspect
af the Harnppan religion.

From the available evidence we may
say that the religion of the Indus people
comprised: () the warship of the
Mather Goddess (1} the worship of o
mule deity. probably of Stva: (i) worship
of popnals, natarad, gemi-human. av
mbuilaus: [iv) worship of troes in their
natural state or of thelr indwelllng
spirite: (v) worship ol inanimate slones
or other obijects, of lnga and gond
gymbop's. (vi] chrematheism as



illgstrated in the worship of the sacred
“incense-purners”; (viil faith
amulets and charms indicative of
Hemonophobia: and (viii) proctice of
g Thede charicteristics sugpest that
this religiohh was mainly of an
indigenous growth and “the lineal
progenitor ol Hinduism”, which is
characterised by most of these features,

A large number of lemale higurines
il terracotta bave been discoversd. The
pcceptetl view is that these are
representations of the Grent Mother
Goddess. A striking oblong sealing
found at Hamsppa represents the Earth
or Mother Goddess, with a plant
growing from her womb, Also depicted
are o rpay with s keaife i hand, and &
womi with milsed hands,

A male deity, “the prototype of the
Historit Sixa,” Is poriraved on a seal
willy thiree faces, seated on alow throne
in e typical posture of 8 Yogi, with two

1t ._g 4
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{Hj S -Linge) fel Sacr{ficinl Alvar (4)
Seiam Hisjian Figurines Perfortiing
syt Birue!

animals on each side — clephant and
tiger on Aght and rhinoceros and bufiaio
e Terr, and twoodeer standing andey
the throie. The depictitin ahows Siva
s Posupati, There js also the last
characteristic of the historic Siva inthis
figure, a pair of homs crowning his
head with a central bump which
appears like the ieswla or trident of the
Baivas. Anuther seal depicts a deity in
the same posture ofa Yoga, with a Naga
kneeling in prayer Lo him with wplifted
hangds on either side of him.

Some !mga and yoni like obijects
have been found. Some scholars apined
that these were not kngre and yons but
pamesmen. Howevetr, the fine of o
tetracatta piece Mroth Kalibangan
baving linga snd gorin ane piece Ble
the ones in the hisworical peériod, shiow
that these were linga and yoni mearit
for worship. Whether they
worshipped independently o are

were
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symbalic representation of Siva and
Sakti rtespectively, cannot be
-ascertained.

There is also evidence of tree-
warship in two forms. In one, the tree
was worshipped n its natural formo.
the uther, what was worshipped was nol
the tree but lts indwelling spirit.
A remarkabile seal feund af
Mohenjodaro represents a deity,
standing hetween two branches of a
pipal tree. The worship of the deity is
indicated hy a line of seven human
figures and by the fgure of a half-
kneeling suppilant with long hair,
behind whHotn a4 gont. with a hutnan
fiicn. The contimaaneye of this religionis
tradition is found in the sculptires
of Bharhut and Sanchi showing
the Yakshis as Dryads,

Fig. 8,12 (o) Termmotta Yodglc Figarines in
difforent Asanas (b Seal Depictivig o Yogi
o) Stisasiiiin
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Evidence of animal warship s also
found in the animals represented on
seals and sealings, or in lerracotta,
fmience, and stone figurines,  firstly,
there are mythical and composite
creatures; eg human [aeed goat or
part ram or goat, part hull and pan
elephant, three-headed chimeras, semi-
human semi-Boving creatures, The
maost commaon depiction an seal is
unfeorn, which is perhaps mythical.
Thirdly, there are the natural animals,
such as (i} the water buffalo, fi) the gatir
ar Indinn bison, {ifi) the Indian humped
bull or gebu, (iv) the rhinoceros, (v) &
shori-hormed humplegs bull (vi) the
tiger, and (vii) the Indian elephant. In
later period some of these anima) Hgure
as the vehicles of Hindu deities, eg. the
bull of Siva, the lion of Durga, and the
budlalo of Yama, the elephant of ladrm.

A large number of ‘fire-altars’
have been found from sites in
Gujarat, Rejasthan and Haryant. At
Kulibangan, Lothal, and Banawall a
number of ‘“fire-altars’ have been
found which seem to have been used
as sacrificial altars. Besides these the
Sweastika, a sacrod symbo! with Hindus;
Buddhists and Jaina has been depicted
on seals, painting and graffiti, etc.

There is yet another aspect of the
Harappan people that needs
considerntion. A large number of
terracotta figurines depict the
individuals jo various yogic postures
{(asancs] indicating thereby that the
Harappuns practised voga.

Social Stratification aed Pelitical
setup

The Harappan socely seems to have

been divided into three sections, viz. an
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elite class associated with the Citadel,
a well-to-do midedle class, and a
relatively weaker section, occupying
the lower town which were generally
fortified. Some of the craftsmen and
labourers resided outside the fortified
area, Whether these divisions were
based purely on econoniic factors or
had a socio-religions basis we cannot
say. At Kalibangan it appears that the
priests resided in the upper part of the
citadel and performed rituals on fire
altars in the lower part of it,

It 15 difficult 1o be sure of the kind
of political setup that prevailed at the
timie of the Harappan civilization. An
Indus empire is often talked about,
implying that the entire area was
administered from one capital, with-a
few regional administrative centres or
provincial capitals, However, it is nlso
possible that there were Several
independent states or kingdoms each
with cities like Mohenjodaro in Sindh,
Harappa in Punjab, Kallbangan in
Rajasthen, Lothal il Gujarat as thelr
capitals. [t mey be recalled that during
thie first millennivum B.C. though
the archacological culture dll over
northern India was almost the same,
yet the area was divided into sixteen
Mahajanapadas each independent
with its own capital.

Disposal of the Dead

Scattered burials, as well és discreet
cemeteries, have been found at many
major sites. The skeletal remains are
few in comparison to the size of
settlements and the population that
may have lived on them. Obviously,
cremation was also practised, This ix
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proved by many cinerary ums or other
receptacles containing calvined human
bones and ashes fogether with vessel
afferings for the use of dead person
in the next life. Only cenain groups
practised burials. The general practice
was that sieletons were placed in an
extended position with the head
towards the north. Earthen pots
conlaining food grains, etc. were placed
in the grave and, in some cascs, the
body was buried with ornaments.

Chronology

When the Hamppan civilization was
first recognised in 1920s the dating
wgs done mainly on the basis of the
findings of Harappan scals in Ur and
Kish in Mescpotamia. On that basis
Marshall suggested that Harappan
civilization Mourished between
A250 and 2750 B.C. Wheeler dated
it to 2500 -1500 B.C. Since then radio-
carbon dating method has been
invented and on the basis of radio-
carbop dating of lhis eivilizalion
following chronology emerges:

Early Hamppan Phase 5 ¢ 2500 - 2800 B.C,
Mature Hamppin Pliase . o 2600 -1900'8.C,
Late Haruppon Fhase | ¢ 1900 =-1300 B-C.

Spealing of the Mature Harappan
period, 700 years Is an extramely loig
time, spanning nearly 30 generations,
Many changes in gocial organisation,
politics, language and even religion
would have taken place during
this long perigd. We know that in
contempornry Egypl and Meso-

potamin many kingdoms rose and

fell within a period of even 100 vears.

................
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Alter about 1900 B.C, the
uniformiity of the Harappian civilization
weakened and reglonal variations
started emerging,

Decline

John Marshall and many other
scholars, on the basis of avidence
available from {he sites along the fndus
river; felt that this civilization declined
dueto enviremmental degradintion, The
cutting of forests for agvicniiural kand
and timber for fuel and over-
explaitaton of resources, ete. resulted
it thee laxsed o become harren end in the
gilting af rivers. Due tw all this, flood,
drought and famine must have bécome
a recurring feature which finally led 1o
ite decline. Wheeler who dated the
Harappan civilization belween 2500
and 1500 B.C. upinegd that it was
destroyed by the "hambacian” Aryans
who came o Intdia m abour 1500 BL.C:
Later reseurchies proved hat Wheeler's
thesis of Arvatl beihig destrovers of the
Harappan civillsatlon was & mvth, In
fact, there is mo archaeologival or
binlogical evidence lorinvasion or mass
rmigration from west ar coniral Asis to
the Indus or Sarmawati valieys between
S000 and BOO B.C. All skeletons found
during thjs pertod belong o 1ne same
group of peaple.

The Harappan civilization was
spresd over o lirge area, 4nd the causes
of'its decline in all the regions can nigt
be one and the same. While in the
Saraswati region it declined mainty due
to shifting of river channels; along the
Indus it declined largely due to
recurning floods. The mininll dealined

i general which affected the
ggriculture, the miain econbmic
resinurce, With the decline i economic
conditionzs all other institutions  like
trade and commerce, administrative
and political structures, civie
gmenities, ere. also declined over @
period of time.

However, it must be emphasised
that Harappan civilization did not
disappear suddeniv. Archaeological
evidende shows that the declite was
gradhunl and slow which is witneased
over ¢ period of almosgt six hundred
years from ¢ 1900-1300 B.C.

Late Harappan Cultures

Once the decline of the Harappan
civillzation set in what we see is the
wradual disappearance of hallmarks of
urban phase of this givilization,
Features such as town-planning. grid-
palterns, drainage system. stondas
weights and mensures ole. slowly
disappenr and & kind of ruralisation
takes plage with distinctive fegiongl
variations. Three reginns can be
broadly detected - (i) north Indian late
Harappan culture which mcludes the
areas of Punjab, Haravana, weatern
Uttar Pradesh, Rajnsthon, and
Paldstan pare of Punjaly (i) Gujara
e Mubargshies and (i) Baluchisti,
The=t cultures inteméted with the then
exiating ClinJealithic caltures ol differont
regions,

In all these three areas certain
residual feptwes like some shapes of
pottery, bronze tools. beads and other
smailer ohjects provide their link with
Harappan civilization. Though the
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Harnppan civilization disappeared by be seen s a part of our dady cultural
about 1300 B.C., number of cultural and material life, as we shall see in the
traits developed in this civilization can  next chapter.

Exercises

1. Dt (He Stdnt and séttlements of {15 Horappon civiBZalan. Why s L
called the Horsppan civilization®
Bescribe the chamereristic features of town plonndng of (e Hacoppon
sivilization, .
Deseribe the developments in the Geld of crafts and indlstres during e
Harappan pericl.
Wkt u nite ot dontict of Haragpang with confermiorny civilimtions
BRisiciesn e eomiomy 'of vhe Horappons
Deacribe thy art and aschitegiore dyring the Hamppan period;
Dimeribe the religious beliols of the Hamppan peaphe. Mention some of e
characiedstic leatures of Harsppan rellgion which are stitl [ [T
Whiitl sere the ontsds for e decline of the Horpipen. civillintion?
Wirfte short notes o

il Chropelogy of the Horappan givilisation

(1] Late Harmmppen culluse
(i) Harsppan welghts dnd wiesmares

(' Harappon seeipt
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Tar Vedas are aeither any individual-religiouswork

Hor a colection of definite rumbier of books compiled
ata partictlar fime, - The Vedic Tifetatiire ad grimn
i the course of many- centuries. and. was handed
down from genetalion to geiieration by-word of
ot
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Burorz we proceed to discnss the Vedic
civilization it will be useful to have some
idea about its source — the Vedic
literature, The most lmiportant
soufce are Lhe Vedus. Vedn means
“knowledge”. The Vedas are neither
any Individual religious work nor a
collection of definite number of hools
compiled at a particular time. The Vedic
literature had grown in the course of
muny centuries and was handed dowr:
from generation o peneration by word
of mauth, It congists of three
suceessive clusses ol litdrary creations,
Same of these still exist, but many have
been completely lost for ever, These
thive clnsses are

1. The Vedas : A collecton of hyvmns,
prayers, charms, litanies and
sacrificial formulne. There are four
Vedas, namely:

{ii RigVedn - & collection of
hyitins
) Samiedy = a collection ol
songs mostly taken fram
RigVeda
fil) Yajurveda — a collection of
suerificial formulae
fivl Atharmaveda - o collection of
spells and charms
The Vedas formed the earliest
segment of Vedie literature and
amongst the Vedas, RigVeda is the
oldest.

texts which contain details about the

meaning of Vedic hymns, their

applications, stories of their origins, etc.

In & way these contain details about

rituals and philosophies.

3. Aranyakas and Upanishads:
These are partly included in the
Brahmanaes or atthiched there o, and
partly exisl as s¢parate works, They
embody philosophical meditations of
the hermits and ascetics on soul, god,
warll et

The Brahmancs, the Aranyuris
and the Upanishads are attached fo
one ar the other of the four Vedoes.

Authorahip of the Vedic Literature

Althenagh the hymns are attnbuted to
rishis, pious Hindus have always Inid
stress upon thelr divine origin. Thus,
the Vedas are ealled apavinesheyo (o
crivited by nyan) and nitye (existing in
all eternity] while the rishis are known
az inspired =eers who received Lhe
mantras from the Supreme delty,

Age of RigVeda

I'he date of RigVeda and Vedic heraiure
hias formed the subject of keen ancd
proteacted controversy. Max Muller,
who firsi dealt with the gquestion.
Began with the age of Buddha and
arbitrarily assigned 200 years to
the development of  each of (he three
stapes of Vedic literature and thus
came to the conclusion that Rigleda
must have been compased around
1200- 100G B.C. When gquestioned and
criticised by his contemporarivs like
W.D. Whitney far his totally arbitraiy,
tnscientific and unacademic method,
Mex Muller confessed that he was
merely speculating and stated:
“whether the Vedic hymns were
composed 1000,15300 or 2000 or
3000 B.C., nio poweer on earth will ever

83
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determine”. It may, In passing be stited
that Max Mualler as a true CThristian
helieved it the genesis stories of the
Rible and that the world was ereated oy
4004 B.C, We have sten ol Chapter b
that the urigin of the carth goes hack 1o
about 4600 million years and the arigin
of humans themselves goes back o
about 4.2 million years, _

Similurly, on the analogy of the
language of Avestn, some scholars
npined that the date of RigVeda may
be 1000 B.C. But the fact that some of
the Vedic gods ' ramely Indra, Varus,
Mitra and the two Nasalvas are
mentioned in Boghaz-Kaoi (Asia Minny)
mseription of 1400 B.C. prove thal
RigVeda must have gome into existence
much hefore that date. The Boghaz-
Kai mscnption records a treaty between
the Hittite and the Mirtanm Kings and
these gy are cited its wilness 10 Lins
tredaty, exactly the way even toduy pith
is taken in the courls and eh
assumption of 2 public offiee in the
name of god.

Bal Ganpgadhar Tilak, on
pslironomical grounds, dated RigVerda
to 6000 B.C. According to Harmunm
Jacobl Vedie elvilization fourished
boetwean 4300.B.C, and 25800/ B.C, and
the Samdiitas wese composed in the
Inties hall of the period. Famous.
Sanskritist, Winternitz felt that the
RigVedla was probably composed in the
third millenninm B.C. RK Maonkernjee
opned that “on & modest compuatstion,
we should come e 2300 [LE as the
Hmie of MgVeda®™, G2, Pande also
[ayours u date of J0N B.C, or event
curliel
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RigVadic Geography: From the
names of rhvers, mountains and regions
mentioned in RigVeda we Tuave a clear
iden of the geographicnl arew in which
RigVedic people; who called themiselves
Arvans, lived. The Nodisukta Ry of
the RigVeda mentions 21 rivers which
inciude the Ganga in thJ.r.-' enst and the
Kubha {Kabul} in the west. All rivers
like the Yamune, Saraswari, Sutlej,
Ravi, Jhelum and Indus located
between the Gangn tmu:! Kabul rivers
are mentioned not arbitrarily but
serially  heginoing fiom the east Le.
Gonga ro the west jie. Kubba. In the
north, the RigVeda nientions the
Himalayas mid Mujavant mouniains.
It alzo mentions ccean (samudra) In
connection with rivers Sindhu and
Sariswati falling into oeean, The acean
it slso mentioned in the context of
foreign made. The RigVedic geography,
therefore, covers present-day western
Untpr Pradesh, Haryana, Punjab,
Hajustlmn, Gujarar, whole of Palasian
ardd sovth Afghunistan,

HigVedle Stptus: The terrtory
known o Vedic people was divided into
a number of states—republics and
meonarchical. The hattle of ten kings.
gives nomes of ten kings who
pormeipaled na war against Sudas
wie was Bharate king of Tritsus fsmily.
Tht ten kings wére ol the stiates of
Puri=, Yadus, Turvasas, Anus dnd
Druhyus along with five others viz
Alinas, Pakhtas, Bhalanas, Sibis
and Vishanins, The battle was fought
ot the bank of Parushani (Ravi) and
Sudas emerged victanous: In the
pentext of another battle of Sudas,



Rigvvda muntsns people and kings
like Ajias, Sigrus, Yakshus elc The
Mharatas who give their name to the
whele country ay Bhanstparshd, sre
the most importanl people of the
RigVeda. They were setfled in the
region helween the Sarzswati and
Yamunw, Similarly the Rigieda gives
the Tgeation of orher  people like the
Puraa  in the region of Kurukshelra;
Uhe Tritsus cast ol Rovl; the Alinng, the
Pakhitas, the Bhalanas and the Sibis
west of Indus upto Kabul river and
S0 011

The struggle for supremacy
among difforent kings and republics
chicfs was & part of the evolutionary
process towetds the formation of a
laryer political entity,

Pollte a0d Admlnistiealinn « The
politieal structure of RigVedic India
may be lraced in the following
nscending order :

{ii The Family (Auka|

(i) The Village (grooma)

(ifi) The Clan (vis)

liv) The Peaple [fana)

(vl The Country (rashtra)’

Kula (family) was the smallest unit.
It included all the people living under
the same ropf (grilia). An aggregate of
several fumiliesmade vp the grama lioe
reday, and its headman was called
graminl. The next larger formmtion was
citlled the s, under the head ealled
vispati. Larger than  vis wos fona.
Regarding fana we gel mention of
panchajanah and of people called
Yadus, (Yadvajenaha) and Bharatas
|Bharatojanaha). The king is also
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called the protectar ol the faria or
people.  Above the fang wis mshtng
Lo the csuntry.

The hereditary nomarchy was (he
pnormal form of Government but ap
elected king aiso finds mention: We also
hear of chiefs, demoeratically elected by
the assembly of people (janial.

The kingdums (rashtra] were
wenerally small siates raded by Kings
(rafana) but the word samrat does
indicate that some of therm must have
had bigezr kingdoms and enjoved
position of greater authority and
dignity, markedly different (rom others.
The king administered justice with the
pugislance of purchita and other
officials, For his services the king was
pated huu{mhmtar}rgdtnrtﬁbutu.} The
bali came to the king from his own
people and alsp from defeated peaple.
Theft, burglary, robbery, and catile
lifting were the principal erimes which
were strongly dealt with by the
admimstrtion.

Among the important royal officials,
were the purolita [chief priest and
minister], senani (army chief) and
graming [head of village). We hear also
of dutas (envoys} ond spies [spas).
There must have been many others,
whi are not mentioned in the literature.

Gireat prominence is given in the
RiyVeda to two popular assemblies
called sabho and samiti which seem o
Bave formed dn canentinl feattire ol the
government We possess no definite
information zlout the compaisison of
the either, or the distinction between the
twir. Most probably the samiti, which
mainly dealt with policy declsions and
pelitical business, included commaon
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people while the sabha, less political
in character, was 8 mnore seloct body of
the Elders or Nobles

0 watis thrauzh these two nssemblies
that the will of the people on important
muotters of the reshtro win expressed.

Bociety: The RigVedic society
comprised four varnas, namely
Brahmanu, Kshatriya, Vaisya and
Sudra. This classification ol society was
based on the ovcupation of mdividuals.
The weacher and priests wore called
Braknoses: rulers and udiministrstors
kahatriyan, farmers, merchants and
bankers valsvas; and astisan and
labourery as sudras, These vocations
were followed by persone secording to
their abolity and liking, and the
pccupations hod not become hereditary
us Lhey become later on. Members of
the sdime [Emilv took to different
professions and belonged (o diffetent
varnas g well Wostrated by a liymn of
the- RigVeda (ix.112). [n this hymn a
Pperson says:

| am a singer;

my father s a physician,

my mother iz a grinder nf corg
having vanous occupotions,
degiring riches e remain [in (he
werld) like catle fin the stalls).

It is,; thesefare, clear that there was
freedom and mobility for the adoption
of a profession and the jdea of
hereditary trades and occtipations was
not envisaged in the society,

The unit of society was family.
primarily monogumaiis and patri-
gchical. Child marriage was not in
vogue, There are a few !‘tﬁ:ﬂ:’nﬂtﬁ toihe

freedom of choice inmarrage. A widow
cauld mnrry the younger brother of her
deceased husband. The wife was
husband's partner in all religiots and
social ceremonies, The fther's
property was inherited by =on. The
daughter could inherit it only if she
wag the only child of her parents,
Right to property was koown in
moveabie things like carte, horse, gold
and’ ornament and so0 &isc In
immoveable property ke land and
houise

Eduction: The hyme ol the taither
was the schiog]l where he mught the
pitrticular sacred lexta. The lexts were
in the Orst instance learmit by puplls
repoating the words ftaughr hy
their teaches. A greal importance
was attached to enunciation and
pronunciation. Intenseé trainine was
given to students in eral tradition. 1t
was this Iraining and leamning which
saved 4 huge mass of Vedic literature.

Faod and Drinks: Milk and its
products — curd. bhutter and ghee -
formed an important. pegm of the digt,
There is alao mention prain cooked with
mik” (kshira-pakamodanam). Browd
(chappat) of wheat and buriey was
eatent msed with ghee. Not only were
fish, hirds. wild animeala like boar,
antelopes, and buffalo (gaud, ete. ealén
bt on ceremontal occesions the meat
of animals which were ascrificed, such
as sheep, goat and uiffalo elc. was uiso
cater, The cow was already deemed
aghnya “not to bie killed”. The Vedas
preseribe a ponality of death or
expulsion from the kingdom to those
who kill o irijure cows. Alcohoelic drinis,
sure and soma were also consumed,

8 Bl kel -



thougn their consumpiion has been
condemned because of its intoxicating
effect, which sometimes gave nise to
broils in the Sabha,

Economie Life: Tho economic
life of the RigVedic prople centered
around agricultime, catile rearing and
trade and commerce. Oxen were tsed
for ploughing and drawing carts and
hurses for drawing the chariots. Other
domestic animals were cows, sheep,
goats, asses, dogs, buffalos etc.

The RigVeda attached great
importance to sgriculture. The plough
was drawn by the oxen at times in
teams of six, elght or ever twelve. The
graine were harvested with sickles,
The manure was alao used. From
various references in the Rigleda it
appears that irrigation was also
practised; excess of rains and drought
is mentioned as damaging the crops.
The grains are collectively called Yaua
and dhanye. The later Vedie texts
mention ten cultivated kinds of grains:

Among the other occupations,
pottery-making, weaving, carpentry,
metal working, leather-working etc. are
most noteworthy, During the RigVedic
perind only copper was used for which
the general term - ‘ayas has been
userd. Tnea later period when iron came
int use, copper and iron came 1o be
known ax lohit agas dnd syem ayas
respectively.

The trade and traders ok were
known in the RigVedic era. Barter was
in yogue, It has been found that len
cows were quoted as the price for an
image of Indra. The conception of money
pan be traced in the menticon of a @ft
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of 100 nishkas. Money-lending was
also knpwn. There is a mention of an
eighth or asixteenth part of one being
paid either asan interest or part of the
principle. The sea is meritioned in the
conlext of trade and ocean wealth, like
pearls and shells,

 Religion and Philosophy: During
the RigVedic tine the gods worshipped
are generlly the persanified powers
of nature. The Vedic: gods can be
classified bato three catepories, namely
terrestrial (prithivisthang), aerial or
intermediate (antarikshasthana), and
celestial (dyusthana), Prithivi, Agni,
Soma, Brihaspati and rivers belong to
the first category: Indra, Apam-napat,
Rudra, Vayu-Vata, Parjanya, and Apah
(water) to the second and Dyaus,
Varana, Mitra, Surya, Savitri, Pushan,
Vishnu, the: Aditvas, Ushas and the
Asvins to the third. Indra and Varuna
(the supreme cosmie and mioral ruler)

sland out, i (hal order, pre-eminent

above the rest. Agnd and Soma werc alse

popular deities. Agni was revered as the

messenger between the earth and the
heaven. Further, Agni is the only God
who is regarded as present among all
the categores of Gods.

The Gods are described as born, yel
they are immortsl. In appearance they
are humans, though sometines they are
conceived as animals, e.g. Dyaus as
bull and Sun as aswift horue. The food
of men such as milk, grain, flesh, ele,
becomes the food of Gods when
affered in the sacrifice. On the whole,
the gods nre benevolent, some of them

also had malevalent traits, like Rudra
and Maruta. Splendaur, strength,
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knowledge, possession and truth are
commum attributes of the dejties.

Pruyers and offering 1o these Gods
were made for material gains, atso for
enlightenment and knowledge. For
example, the most populsar and famous
Ciayatn Mantra i= recited datly by the
picus Hindus even today.

Besides the ritualistic aspect of
religion, there is profound philosophy.
The multiplicity of gods is openly
guestoned and the ultimate unity of
universe s geserted as the creation of
ane God towhom different dumgm:mm
upplied: The creation is deemed ns the
owttcome  of the sacrifice made by the
Viratpurrushar oy of evolution rom mon-
being manifested in the form of water.
It s suid thet Hiraayagerblio arose
from the great waters, pervading the
universes, and thas eresled the waves
ot af eternally pre-exsting matter
Thie hymn devoted (o Visvakarman
tells us thet the waiors coniained the
primardm! germ — the Nouting warld-
egp froml which wrises Vigvakarman |
the firat born in the oniverse — the
creator and maker of (he workl. It i%
now confirmed by scivoce thut Tife firs
developed in waten, Cine ﬂ:l"_ﬂm RigVedic
hymns pointedly savs “ There is one
realtiy [ekam sat) whom the saren
speak of m oy waggs, ealling ) Al
Yamuw or Matarisvan™
The Question of the Aryan lovaslon
The Florentine merchaat Filippa
Sassetfi, who lived in Gow for five years
from AL 1585 w0 1588, was strudke by
similarities hetwern Sanskrit and

Eurppean languages, especiaily Latin
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and Oreeck., Laler it was Turthee
claborated by Sir William Jones and
many other scholars who were i the
service of East India Company. To
account for similarities between
Eurnpean and Indian lnnguages. some

scholars. postulated that the ancestors

ol Indians and Europeans must o one
time have lived in the aame region arud
spoken the same language  They
called this Indo-Buroptan language,
and their common homeland s5 the
inde-European homeland. Scholirs do
not agmres aboir! mony of these lnguistic
propositions. However, the problem
with the original homeland of the
Arvans is still & matter of debate and

there is o great divergence of opimnion.

Vurious gchalars hove propounded
differant homelunds like Steppe GF
central  Asia, snuthern ‘Rilssia,
southern Europe, Germany, Chinese
Turkistan or even Meditervanean aren
like Palestine and |srael. almost where
excepl Inda whore the Vedic lnnguag:
und it literature found 1he Tull
expressaon arsd endured the Jongrs).
Srhalors do not agrée also repurdiig
the time of their migraiion (0 viriows
arean like Indin, Furnsls, wesder Asii
and Furape, Some think that the
Arvorrs spread slomg with the spread
of Neoiiihie {(aggicalners abmat 9000
vears agn) winile others link it with the
spread ol Brovese Age

The oldest siirviving secords of Lhe
Aryvarns is the RigVedn. The RigVeda
does not give even an inkling of any
migration of Arvans from any other
area. 1t does not even have s faim
moemury of any such migration. 1 does
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not have any knowledge cven of the
geography beyond the known
boundaries of Ancient India. Some
scholars think that Aryans came 1w
India around 1500 B.C. Mux Muller
thought that even 1200 or 1000 B.C,
date could be assigned to this event.
This was because Max Muller as o true
Christian believed in Bible according to
which the world was created on 23rd
Oetober 4004 B,C. and thus the entire
humin history has to be fitted within
the 6000 years. _

Many scholars think that the Aryans
were originally inhabitants of India
artd did nol come from outsicle. It hos
been argiied by such scholars thot there
is- no archaeological or biological
evidenre which could estabilish the
arrival of sny new people Fom outside
hetween 5000 B.C. and 500 B.C. This
world mean that if at all there was any
migmition of Aryvans or for thst matier
ol any, other people, in India, it moy
have taken place at least eight or nine
thousand years ugo ar afier 800 B.C.
i both of which there is oo evidence,
Further, the skeletul remains found
from vanous Harappan sites resemble
the skeltorns of the modern population
of the sume prographical area.

Harappan Civilization and
the RigVeda

Sirice the discovervy of the Harapgan
civilization many scholars have tried to
bdentifv this with the long literary and
cultural tindition of Indiz on the ane
hand and the Aryans on the other. In
the very first decade of itz dscoyery some
higtorians and archasologsis thought

ciiveess THE Vepic CViLzazion é

Harappan civilization  represents the
Vedic civilization, bul the paucity of
evidence became the main argament
of the apponents of the theory. The
researches carried out over & period of
last 50 years have added a new
evidenices and have altered the pictine
congideralily.

A eritical consideration of the
evidence of the RigVeda will lead to the
contciusion that references it contains
ahout people and their civilization may
be token to refer to the Harappan

aivilization: The reierence to RigVedie

deities in Boghar-Kol inscription of
fourirenth century B.Cwoald indicste
Lhiat the RigVeda exisled earlier nnd the
cultiore migrated from India to Asia
Minur in that early age. As has been
explained in the chapter earlier; theage
of the RigVeda in its final form should
b placed not Inter than about 3,000
B.C. ln the Tollowing pages we shall ook
at the similarities and differsnces
between the RigVedic and Harappan
civilizations,

The geographical distribution of the
Harappan sites can be seen in the light
of RigVedic geopraphy also. As we have
scen in tho prévious section, the
RigVedic geography extended from
Afghanistan in the north to Gugjarat in
thie sousth, Gangn in the east 1o Kubha
|Kabul) Pakistsn in the west, Among
&!l the rivers in the RigVeda the
Saraswall is considered to be the most
impartant dand sicred snd the arcas
around the Saraswati and jts
tributaries wers the core culiure areas.
As we have seen eartier, the main ares
of Horappan ciwlization 1a the

.........................
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Saraswativnlley where more than 800%
of the Harappan settlements are
located. Thus the RigVedic ond the
Harappan geography are the same.
The RigVeda réfers to hundreds of
cities, towns and forte, wiieh are broad
[prithed) and wids {urd), ull of kine
(gomat), of 100 pillars |satabhug) bailt
of stone (asmamayd), and to autumnal
(saradi) forts as refuge against
inundations, indra is Known as
Purandarm “Lord of cities™ The
RigVedaalso mentions of business and
mercantile people o whom it calls
vanik and panistespectively and refers
to the Vedic people such as Turvasa
and Yadii, aa hadling fron e aea.
Mozt of the anlmals known to the
Indus people are also known to the
RigVeda, such as sheep, dog, bulfalo,
bull, etc. The animals hunted by the
RigVedic people were antelopes, hoars,
buffutos (o), lions, and elephants cnest

of which are also familine to the Indus
people. Horse was an important anims!
in the vedic peripd. Horse bones and
terracotta figurines have been foundarn
some Harappan sites.

Fig. 9.1 A Terroeotto Figurine of
Hovse from Lothual
Stime of the religiotts practices of
the Haranpan people are followed by
the modern Hindus., Worship of pipal
trees, ball, Siva-lingas is seen in the
Harappan civilization. The kamandal,

1) i)

) fedi

Fig. 9.2 fa] A Ternjicotta Figusine in Nemaskar Mudeo (b) Pipal Yeee (&) Palnting Deplittng che
Stary of | "THiraty Orinaet” (il A Ferroeatio Figurine with Voesmilling in the Hote Porting

el



which iz secn in the modem davs as
ane of the most auspicious possessions
of asetics, is also found in the
Harappan civilizetion. A larpe number
of Ogurines in various yogle postares
husve n)se been Tound. Some Erracotia
figurines of women found at Natisharo
s have vermilllon in o their
hair-parting. This is the most precious
nnd sacred symbol of married
Hitydu women: A terracotia tablet
from Harappn depicis the scene of
Mahiza sacrifice, reminding us of
Mehisasiiramording,

oo THE Vi Crvilkearon

These are samngs: necklaces, hracelets,
enklets, garlands and jewels for the
neck. We have seen that most of these
proaments weore also i ouse by e
Harappan people.

Besides gold, the RigVeda mentions
another metal called ayas, of which
vessels were magle, In Miglda, agos
is vaed as a general term for metsl, but
i1 Athansuvdda we find the mention of
lehit ayes and syam ayes meaning
copper and iron respectively. Scholurs
agree thatin RigVedi times only copper
wos Hnown and so the term apas

Flg. 9.3 A row ol Seven Foe Altars (havang -kundas) found ar Kalibanegoan

Thie stories-of the *cluanamge fos dnd
"thirgly crow™ are found pamnled on
Harappan vases. The swastika, the
sacred symbol of the Hindus, is found
on seals 8s well ns in paintings. The
fire-nltars serving as hravana-kundas
are also very much a part of the
Harappa civillearion,

Ag regards moelals, the RigWeda
knows orofments OF gold iinnga),

deriotes copper, The RigVeda nlso
motitions implemenits of gtoge, such 48
stone pulley e, sling-stones,

The treatment of hair by the men
and women as mentioned in the
RigVeda also bears some resemblance
to Harappan practice.  The hnir was
combed and piled. There is a mention
of n mmden wenring her hair n four
plaits. Men also sometimes styled their

i_||



LY
é T T2l | T —

hair incoils. and grew beards, which is
all wisible in the terracotta Hgurines of
the Hamppan cwvilization,

The RigVedn refers (o the weaver
aridl to hig loom, the alnttle, the warp
and the wool lor weaving a cloth
Remains ol cloth have begn found in
cértain Harmppan sites aad some
figures are shown as wearing a cloth,

The above similarites, and many
others frund between the RigVedic and
Harappan civilization have led o
nurnber of schinkirs to conclude that the
Harappan cvilistion is the sime as the
Vi civilizztion and the Arynss did pot
came (0 India rom outside. However,
there are other scholars who consider
Vedie culbure as different from that of
Ihe Humppan ewilization.

The whaole question of the Aryiin
invasion theory has mosi aptly
been summed up by the lamous
anthropologist, Professor Edmund
Leach of Cambyid e University. [n 1990
in his famous artcle ‘Aryan Invasions
aver Four Millennia' published in
the book, Culture Throuwgh Time:

Exercises

1. Explain the following

Anthropologiral Approachies he wrote,
“Why do senaws scholars persist in
belioving 10 the Avvan iovasion? (-]
Why = this sort ol thing aitroctive?
Who findn 2 ottrmctive? Why has the
development of enrly Sansknl come
w heso dogmaticully axsocinted with
an Aryan mvasion? (.| Tae details of
this theory it in-with this maojs
framework (.-) The orign myth of
Britiah, Colomad imperiplism helped
the elite adminatmiors i the lndiun
Civil Semvice to sec themselves as:
bringing 'mre avilization to a country
in which civilization of the# most
sophisticatod kind was already neatly
BOON yess old. Here, Iwillonly remark
that the hold if this myth on the
Hritish middie vloss imagiration i so
strong that even fodiy, 4 years after
the denth of Hitler and 43 years after
the creation of an indupur.nﬂnm Indii
and independent Pakistan, the Aryan
invasions of the second millennmim
BEC e still treated as if they wisre an
establisherd fact of history (..) The
Aryan (nyssions tever huppenénd
at all”,

Viedus, Brahmanas, Arangiikos, Uparishods, Gramin, Bol, Sulhe, Seanit,

Hiranyoeguarbhn, Kula, Rashtra
Chescribe. the Ve Litorature.

und RipVedic cultires,

I
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Describe the RigVedic goography with referonce 1o rivers and moundains.
Dewcribe the RigVedic stites and their political strocture.
Dm&ﬁnmmﬂymﬂmm:yufthuiﬁgvudkpmpk

Diseuss the religion and philosophy of the RipVedic period,

Distuus the evidenve pu-lmin,g towirds similarities between the Harmppan

Diseuss the question of Arynn migration and the age of Righeda.
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Tae four: Vedas were fullow) e Breprifricinos
the Aranyakoes end "the Lipadn
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We have seen earlier how different
branches of Vedic literiture had grown
out of one another. The four Vedes
were followed by the Brahmanas, the
Aranyokos and the Lipanishads. The
Brahmanas, the earliest of the Arvan's
prose  Hierature, explain mn detail
vorious Vedic sacrificial ceremonies and
their origins. Aronyakas are the
concluding portions of the Brahmanos
and ate called so because the
phildsgphical and mystical chamoter of
1heir contents reguired that they ahould
be stirdied in the sollmde of the aranya
or forest. The Arangyakas {orm a
tradition thal culminates in the
Upmishaids, the st phase of the Visdic
[emture. The Rigleda broadly deals
with ritumlistic (Kermakandol and
philogephical sspicis. The rituahistic
aspectis elaborated (o the Brdvmianas
and the philosophic aspect is
glonhorated' m the Upprishorls,
Upanishads do not believe in the
sacrificial acquiring ceremonies bl in
knowledyge by which deliverarice is
abtained from mundane exisience
through the absorption of the
individial soul (Atman) in the
wirrld-soul. (Braluna). The two oldest
and most importsnt  of
Upantshads are the Chhandogua and
EBnhadoronyaka. Other important
Upanishads include Kathak, Isa,
Mundaha, Prisno, ete.

Geography snd the New Political
States : We have afready seen that the
main settlement of the RigVedic people
wirs the region of Indus and Saraswati
valleys. During the period represenied
lzy the Iater Semhitas snd Brahmarnas
the settlements covered virtually the
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Dirahyus,
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whole of northern Indis. The centre of
vivilization now shifted from Saraswati
to Gange which now occupies the
prowd place of the most reversd and
sacred river of India, This progress was
accompaunied by another remarkable
development and that is gradual
expansion and consolidation of iz
The sarlier known jana like Bhuratos,

Purus, Tritsus, und Turvasas of the

.Rig"u"ﬂd.ir period slowly wers merging

with othel jonas end disappesring
from the scene. lha way gradual
congolidation and expansion of some
af the states started taking place.
Relatively minor janas of RigVedic
times like Purus berame more powerfil
and hegan to play more dominant role.
We no longer hear of the Anus,
Tarvasas, the Krivis, ete.
Besides these, in the eastern Ullar
Pradesh and Bihar areas ulss such
sistien an Kaw, Kosaln, Videha, Mugaeliva
il Angss developed. However, the arests
of soulh India are nol clearly
mentioned. The palitical life became
more vivid and the struggle for
supretnacy among different states was
of frequent occurrence. The ideal of
universal empire lpomed large,

The expansion of people towards the
epsl s indiceted inalegend of
Arahmana — how Videgh Madhey
migrated from Seraswati regon, theland
of Vedie Culture, crossed Sadanira
[mcdern Gatidak miver], the eastern
botttydary ol Kesala and came to the land
of Videha (muodern Tichut), The texts
testify the growth of thiee kingdoins,
namely, Kosala, Kesi and Videha, Itmay
be noted thal il 1950 no archacological
evidence could take the antiquity of
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cultures in the Ganga valley prior to
the sixth century B.C. Thereafter,
the excavations at Hastipapur,
Atranjilchera, and many other sites have
revealed cultures ranging fram 2000
B.C. ppwards, The recent excavations
at Raja-Nal-ka-Tila in Sonbhadra
district anid other sites have taken
back the date for use of iron in
adjoining Varanasi district, ancient
Kasi, to o 1500 B.C. Some characténstic
pottery of post Harappan period are
Dchre Coloured Pottery (0.C.FP)
(e 2000-1500) Black and Red ware,
Painted Grey Ware (e 1200-600 B.C.)
etc, By aboul seventh century B.C..
Northern Black Polished (N.B.P.) ware
came to be manufactured.
Kuru-Panchala appears to be the
satne peographical region as modern
western and central Uttar Peadesh. In
the Upanishads the Kuru-Panchala
n.-Tmn is mentioned as the seat of
ture and prosperity. The Panchala
king Pravahana Jsivali is mentioned as
daily attending the Panchala parishad.
The texts testify the three kingdoms of
Kosala, Knsi and Videha as seats of
Vedic culture. Magndha and Anga are
alao mentioned as distant lands io the
Atharvdvedn. The RigVedic EKikatas
have been identificd with Magadhse.
Matsyn jenapads also gets mentionet].
I seuth, Vidarbha (Maharashtra) Is
aientioned. Madra was located in the
Punjab region, [urther west is
associated with Bahlikas, Kesins,
Kekayas and Kambojn.
Polity and Administration : Side by
sitle with the growth of larger states. we
find that detailed political and
administrative structure was also
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emerging. Kingship was consolidating
itself as the normal form of gevernment
with the stales growing both in number

and size. The kingship was being given

the status of divine origin,  There wiis
wlso emerging the coneept of a king of
kings. Expressions like adhiraj,
rajadhirajo, samrat and ekrat  are
used in most of the texts, The
Atharvavedo delines ekmt 10 be  the
parampunt sovereign. There nlso
developed special ceremonies for the
ancintment of kings, such as the
Vajpeya, Rajsuya and Ashvamedha
Though the monarchy established
itsell on firm foundations, it was not
absalure but limited in severn) ways.
Within the framework of kingship, there
were gperafing certain democratic
elements. These were: (il The people's
right in choosing their king ; [ii) the
conditions imposed on king's rights and
dluties; (i) the kings dependence on the

council of his migisters; and the

ussembilies of people, sabha and sinit,
as check upon king's absolutism,
Under no ciregmstances was the
king considered the sole owner of the
kingdom with absolute power over the
abjects and subjects, The king was
supposed to be only 4 frustec and the
lingriom as n trust, The condition of
his holding it was, “the promotion of the
people’s well being and progress"
Besides, the mirmisters and officials,
sabhoand samiti plaved impaortant role
i the administration. The sabha
functioned as a parliament for disposal
of public business by debate and
discussion. The Chief of the sabha
wis called sabhopati, the keepors as
sabhapale and the members ns
sabheya, sabhazad or sabhasina.
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There were rules which governed
the debnte in sabha and Vajsanoyi
Samhita mentiony that erring members
were ‘rebutked’. Sabha also seems (o

“have functioned as & court of justice. 1t
s said that, “one who attends the sabha
sits nsa lnw court to digpense dharma
(ustice]”.

The samiti was different than sabha

‘m the function and composition. The
sithha was o smzller select hody and
alsa functioned as the lower court, while
the samiri was the larger General
Assembly of the peaple, Accordingly,
the latter is referred to a5 expressing
the vdice of vis [people]l, which is
¢xplained by the fact that in one
instance it is the samiti which ciooses
the king and in another it withdraws
thatchoice for the king's misdeeds and
tyTinnny.,

However, the increase in complexity
0 the soviety and pelitical structare is
dhuly reflected in the endarged entourage
of the =tate. We hear of new officials such
a5 suta (chatieteer), sangralitr:
(reasurer), bhagoadugha jcollector of
taxes), gramini (Head of village},
sthapatt [Ehiel judge), takshon
(Carpenter], Kehatrd (chembedain) and
several others whose exact function
cannol be ascertained. Everything
indicates that the administrative
machinery was highly organised and
lrecame an efficient iostniment for
mulingover a large kingdom.

The liberal spirit of the age i1s
reflected m the following advice wiich,
according to the Yojurveda, was
tendered by thie priest to the Kingat the
coronation ctrémony: *Asa rider, from
this day onwards, judge the strong and
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weak impartially and fairly. Strive
unpeasingly to do good to the penple
and above all protect the country from
all calgmities”.
'Wr find that legal institutions were
alss coming inte sharper focus, The
king administered justice and wielded
the rod of punishment. Among the
crimes enumerated are theft, robhery,
adiltery, incest, abduction, killing of
man. Killing of cow, slaying of
bralimana, drinking intoxicaning lguor,
rreachiry, ste. were punishable by
death. Petty offences were left to "village
Judgea” For evidence, the eve-witriess
wiks more important than informer. The
punishments for crime were rather
severe. The law was also very clear on
the gquestion af inheritance of property,
ownership of land, etc. The father’s
property wits to be inherited by sons
alone, The dsughters couldd inherit it
anly if she was the only child or there
were no male issues.
Sovial System : The gradual political
evolutinn was by no means the most
mportanl fncter in the history of
later Vedie period. Changes of lut
grenter significance were gradually
telking place in the sotiecy and religion.
[ the RigVedic period society
compristd four varmas depending on
one’s profession and within a family,
members could follow the profesgions
of different varnas. In later Vedic period,;
vernas came to be birth-based rather
than profession-based. The proliference
af professions gave rise (o jatis. Bul the
Jatl system was not yel as rigid as it
beciarse during the period of the sufras.
It was somewhers in (he middle of
flexible RigVedic seciety and rigid
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society of the Sutra period. Emergence
of foti was very anusual but perhaps
not npossible in that age, The Rigleda
deseribes Vishvamitra as a nishi but
Aitireya Brahmana mentions him as
kshatriva. In the same Brahmaona we
find that rigidity in terms of jai is
cuming up. The positon of fourth varns,
Lo, audra wes made mmiserable by
depriving them of the rights of
performing sacrifices, learning the
sacred texts and of even holding landed
praperty. The most glaring evil of the
Jati system, namely, the concept of
antouchability had not yet reared fis
ugly head. There are instances of
individuals such as Kavashe, Vatsa and
Satynkama Jobald who were born in
non-brahman jatis but came to be
known as greal brahmans. On the
whale, jati had rot vet become a rigid
system, and none of the three factors
which characterised it later wviz
prohibition of inter-dining, inter-
misirriage and determination of varna by
descent, were yet established on a rigid
basis.

Economis ife: The growth of économtic
prosperity s ndicated in many prayers
contiined in the Atharvaveda for
the success of farmers, shephestls,
merchants and so or. There are prayers
for ploughing, sowing, rains, increase
i vattle, wealth snd exorcism against
heasts, wild anitnals dnd robbers and
the likes. The plough was known as
sira and the furrow sita. Cow dung
was used as mantre. There I8 merition
of six, eight and even twenty-four oxen
yoked 10 plough. Many kinds of grains
were grown such as rice, barley, beans
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aid sesame. Their seasons are also
mentioned: barley sown in winter,
rpened in summer; rice sown in the
rains, reaped im autumn. The
Satapatha Brahmana enumerates
various operations of agriculture such
as ploughing, sowing, reaping and
threshing.

Agriculture suffered from the
usual pests — the maoles that destroyed
the seed and other ereatures that
harm=d the tender shoots. The
Atharpaveda mertions that drought
and exdess rainsg threatened
agriculture. Cattle wealth was
considerad to be of great significance
and a fairly long hymn in the
Atharvatedq shows reverence to cow
and the death penalty prescribed lor
cow-killing.

Rich merchants have been often
referred o, Monevlending was in vogue,
Spetific weight and measure-units were
also known. Niska and satamana were
the units aof currency. There s no
evidence of the use of colns with specific
weight, size and device during the time
under discussion. Haggling in the
mirket was known from RigVedic times
itsell, Sea-borne trade was well known
and Aitareya Brahmana speaks of the
“inexhaustible sea” and “the sea as
encircling the earth”.

Bali, which was earlier only a
voluntary gift to chief, had now
become a regular tax and wak collected
to maintain (He political and
administrative structure.

There huas heen a striking develop-
ment in industry and sccupations,
During this period, we hear of
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fishermen, fine and rangers, washermen,
barbers, butchers, elephant-keepers,
footmen, messengers, makers of
jewels, baskets, ropes, dyes, chariots,
bows, smelters, smiths, potters erc.
Merchants, long distance caravans
and sea tade are mentioned. Gullds of
uraftamen also came into existence.
The word sreshthi, head of guild, finds
mention in several texts,

During the period of RigVedn we
find the mention of only ayas which has
hern taken as copper/ bronze. With the
intrpduction of & new metal Le., mon
in this age we get the terms syam ayas
(tron) and fohit ayas (copper). Besides
these, gold, lead and tin are also
referred to, While the iron waos used for
making weapons angd other objects
like nail-parers, hammers, clamps,
ploughshares ete. Thie copper was used
for making vessels. Silver (rafan) and
Guald were used for making omaments,
dishes ete.

Edueation : This period witnessed the
growth of s vast and varied literanure,
The Upanishads, being the highest
level ofintellectual attainmenits, which
was no doubt the outcom# of
intellectual pursnits of the time.

Education began with the Upnnayana
ceremony  which was considered an
second birth of the child and that 1s why
after this ceremony he came to be
known as dvija. The aim of lewming
was faith, retention of knowledge
acquired, progeny, wealth, longevity
and immortality. They, thus,
comprehended success in both worldly
as well as spiritual life. The duties of
pupils-were well defined.

-------------------------------------
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During this period under

diseussion there were three stages of

studies. In the first stage, pupils
studied at the homes of their teachers
where they lived as family members and
participated in the household works

also. Beside these, there were smuall

schools of learning run by an
individual teacher who would choase
his own pupils. There were other
means ol education. The educated
men even as a houscholder carried on
their quest of knowledge by mutusal

discussions and regularly visiting the

distinguished sages and learned
scholars ain different. centres or while
they were moving from one place o
another. There were ulso parisheads in
different janapadas  patronised by
kings, Besides these resldential
schools, academies for advanced
study and circles of philosophical
discussions, a greal impetus to
learning came from the assemblies of
learned men, gathered together by
kings. A typical example of these was
the conference of the learmed organised
by king Janak of Videha, which is
mentioned in the Brihadaranyako
Upanishad, The participants in this

conferance were Yajnavalioys, Uddalaica

Anumni, Sakalya, Gargi and a number
of other scholars, The details of
this conference and various topics
discussed there are given in
Brihadaranyaka Upanishad. Lsarming
was sought Irom those who were
knowledgeable. We learn that
Yajnavalkya, after completing his
education with Uddalaka Aruini, went
to Janaka (n king and kshatrival 1o



study philosophy and other subjects,
However, in the Janaka's conference
Yajnavalkya defeated all the
participants m discussions and was
declared as the most leamed and wise.

Significantly, an active part was
taken inintellectiual pursuit by women,
Gargl and Mailireyi are the great
examples, The Rigleda refers to a
number of women who composed
hymns. An important festure of the tine
is the part taken by kshatriyas in the
intellectual pursuit, Janaka. the king
of Videhe, Pravahana Jaivali, the king
of Panchala, Asvapati Kaikeva the
king of Kasi —all kshatrivas, were well
known scholars to whom even the
learned brabhithans came to for
further instructions.

The fexts mention the subjects
af study at the time. The Chhandogya
Upanishad mentions such subjects as
the study of Vedas, Mathematics,
Mineralogy, Logic, BEthics, Military
Science, Astronomy, Science dealing
with poisons, Fine Arts and Crafis,
Music, and Medical Saences.

The Mundalka Upanishad classifies
all these subjects of study under
Aparaindya. It reserves the term
Paravidya for the highes! knowledge,
the kiowledge of atman, which involves
leriewledpe of life, dedth, God ete.
Religion and Philosophy: The
Brahkmanas record the growth of
ritualism and ceremonial religion and
the consequent growth of pricsthood.
From simple sacrifices occoupying just
ane day or a couple of days, there were
now many, lasting from twelve days 1o
g vear or even more. While the RigVeda
lmows: of only seven priests and two
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clitef priests, now a large-scale
ceremonies rvequired seventeen
priests. There were domestic rites and
sarraments which emibraced the entire
life span of & man — from his birth to
dedth, or rather beyvond it, as
ceremoriies were alsp performed for the
departed souls,

These rites and ceremonies were not
the only means of attaining success in
tife in this world, or the bliss in heaven,
Saan the idea of penance and meditation
took the precedence, Men tpok to
aseetic practices under the belief that
they wotld not enly gamn heaven bt
ulso develop “miystic, extraordinary and
superburnar faculties”.

On one hand elaborgte rites,
ceremonles and ascetic practices were
taking the place of simple religious
worship of the RigVedic period, on the
other, the infellectual pursuit of the
people continued with the convietion
that salvation was aftainable only
throtigh true knowledge. Thus. was laid
down the doctrine: “he who knows
God, attains God, nay, he is God". As
explsined earlier, the distinction
between rituals and knowledge was
recognised by the Virles, But itis only
towards the later phase of the Vedic
period where it was elaborated uporni.

The general body of early
philosephical treatises is known
by the name of Upanishad The
number of Upanishads is about
200, The oldest among these sre the
Brihadaranyakae and Chhandogyu
which contain bold speculations about
the etemml problems of hurmean thouglit
cancerning God, man and the universe

ete. The Upanishads are ustly regarded
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as the most important contribution of
India towards the world's stock of
gpiritual thought. The great
philosopher Schoperhaur, after reading
the Latin translation of the Persian
translation of Upanishads wrote:
“From every sentence deep, ariginal and
sublime thoughts arise, and the whole
is pervaded by a high and holy and
earnest spiril. Indian air surrounds us,
and priginal thoughts of kindred
spirits”. Even Max Muller held that, “the
carlivat of these philosophical treatises
will always maintiitn a place in the
literature of the world, among the mast
astounding productions of the human
mind in any age and in any country™.
Sclence and Technology

Vedas, Bruhmanas and Upanishads
give enough idea about sciences during
this period. Mathematics has been
calleg by the general name ganits which
inciudes Arithmetic {anka ganita),
Geometry (relcha ganita), Algebra (bija
ganita), Astronomy and Astrolugy

(fuotisa).

Exercises

1, Explaln the following

Verdie people knew the methods of
making squarecs equal in area to
triangles, circles and calculate the sums
and differences of squares. The Zero was
ktiownt in RigVedic times itself and due
to thie, large numbers could alst be
recorded. Also the positional value of
rach number with ils absolule value
was hknown. Cubes, cubcroats,
squarermots and undermots were also
known and used.

In the Vedic period, astronomy weas
well developed, They knew the
movement of heavenly bodies: andg
ealeulated about their positions at
different times. It helped them in
prepéring accurdte calendars snd
predicting the time of solar and lunar
eclipses, They also knew that the earth
moved on its own axis and around the
sun. The Moon moved around the
earth. They also tried to caleulate the
time period taken for revolution and
distances among heavenly bodies from
the sun. The resullts of these
caleulations are almost the same as
the ones done by moadern methods,

Whirnin, Jiti, Niskn, Sacarioni, Elrad, Sameat, Hieupcdighae, Ashvamedha, Vagpena,

Lpanagans

it ol o

frarn the RigVedic period?

2

Deperibe the spurces for the history of the Lafer Vedic Age,
Cifruss the Lotor Vedic geography with relsrence to jls palitical states,
Deseribe the soeial sysiem during the Later Vedic period. How was it different

Deszeribe the mlltwing during Latir Viedie period.

1] The deyeloprment in the feld of eopnomy,
(iij The political and sdministiative system.

fiti} The religion snd philosephy.
{ivi The Jearning and educution
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FruiTioN oF INDIAN PHILOSOPHY

Inpian philosophy, with & distinoiive chatacted of its
own, onganated m the speculatinns of Vedic sages
C—!I:H_I :l';_f'_-'r'ii'l'll._“ti 1S rf!i“f:i.';.n art the ,-H{;’.’.JHH}J L‘E"I._fllﬂ»fid ol
SailE v,
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Ismian philosophy, with o distinctive
character of its own, originated in the
speculations of Vedic sages and
reached ity fruition fn the Advaito
Vedanta of Sunkara,

In the Vedic dge, the forees of Nature
were personilied as gods, as Livihig on
the earth, in the sky and in the heaven,
Men offered oblations to the gods and
askod for cattle, crops, wealth,
prospenty, health, longovity, progeny,
victory, peace and happiness here, und
heaven after death. Some Vedie seers
however believed that thers was an
Ultimate Being which tnanifested Isell
as the various gods,

The fawous Nasadiya hymn of
RigVeda specnlates; “He from whom
this creation arose, whether He made it
or did not make it, the highest sser in
the bughest heaven, he forsgoth knows,
or does even be not know™

There witre speculintions about the
patiure of the Ultimate Reality, the
process of Creation, the nature of the
Self and its relation with the Ultimste
Reality, the highest Valtie oflife and the
Right Way of living. All this resulted in
a large number of hopks crlled
tIpanishads. Though, the number of
Upanishads is orge, but only eleven
are consitdered to be of great
imphrtance. They are! Isa, Kuthak,
Kena Prasna, Mundoka, Mandukyo,
Taittiriya, Attareya, Chhandegya,
Brhadaranyaka and Svetasvatara.
There seems to be a genernl agreement
among all on the followings
il The Ultimate, Enduring. and

Unitary Reality in the individual is

Atmdn [self).

o2

migkes Rama the embodiment of
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{il) The Ulimate Reality in and beyond
the phijective world is called
Brahma. i3 from Brahma that the
entire world originates: it is in
Brahma that it exists; and it is in
Brahmea that it merges. Brahimoa
is real, infinite and blissful
Conaciousness.

lii) The pure Afman and Brahma are
one. An individual would be right
in saying “I um Brahma".

(v The one appears ss many, on

aceount of Iis wonderfil powsr
Maya.

(v} All unhappiness and sufferings of
man are due o ignorunce of the
fact that man is the Atrman which is
the same as the Brahma. The union
ol Atman with Brahma is called
Moksha, which liberates one fram
the chain of hirth and death and |s
therefore the achievement of
lighest gonl.

{vi) To realise the Atmanone has togive
1p all desires furwnﬂdly aind finite
objects, purify one’s intellect, and
live arightecus life.

These docinnes have been echoed
and recechoed throughout Indian
History. Eamkrishna Parmmahamsa,
Swaml Vivekananda, Swami
Ramatirtha, Aurohindo, and other
greal thinkers of modern age have alsa
dwelt npon Upanishadic philosaphy.

The Ramayana and the
Mahablarata, alsocontain ethical and
philosophical precepts. The Ramayana
the
highest ethical ideals.



The Bhagovad-Gita embodies the
teachings of Lord Krishina. [t is highly
valted all ever Tod e anel e werld, sned
has leen translired 'hio a number of
latguages. It says one should remain
balanced both in happiness and sormow,
in pfit and loss and in victory and
defeat. It tells that Atman is
indestructible, neither weapons coan
pierce it nor fire can burn it Death iz
always that of boady and nol of Atman
which talkes ahother body a5 its abode,
The god incamates himaelf with a view
to puaish the wicked and protect the
good people.

One can attain moksha in three
wiays — by acquiring highest knowledge
(fanan), by devotion to God [bhekt)
and by action, Le. selfless performance
ol one's duties (karma) without caring
for reward.

According to the doctrine of karma
ane's present birth and condition is
determined by the karma of his
previous birth. Beliefin karm does not
nocessartly involve fatalism. Most

thinkers have said that though our

present condition is due to karma in
previous  birth, but by our
faresightedness and righteous deeds in
the presenit life we can change these
conditions,

The continuous guest by the sages
gave birth to great philosophical
systems, which looked upeon man and
the universe with an unbinsed, iree and
rational mindsel. The important
systems are Charvaka,.Jaina, Buddha,
Vaisesika, Nyaya, Samihya. Yoga,
Mimamsa and Vedantm. The frst thoe
systems are nastika i.e. do not believe

rerr e FHUITION o# Il PRHLCORaEY ﬁ

i the authority of the Vedas and the:
Guod, while all others are astika, 1.¢
believe in the Vedas and the God.

The Charvaka system {also called
Lokayata) believes only In materialim,
The physical body composed of
material elements is the only essence of
man. Death only is the end of man ;
und enjoyiment of pleasures are the only
obyjects in life. There iz no life bevond
desth, no heaven ar hell, no "Law of
karmed’, and no rebirth, The 'Chanaka
system does not believe in soul, god, or
any other life beyond the present one.

About the other two n this category
te Jainism and Buddhism you will
learn in detail in the next chapter.

Among the remaining six systems
of philosephy there 18 some similnrity
and affinity between Nyaya and
Vaisesika, Samkhyae and Yoga, and
Mimamsa and Vedanta. The Mimamsa
recognises the Vedas as the final
authority in determining the duties of
man, and the Vedantists in gaining frue
knowledge about Man and the
Utliverse, One is concerned with the
Karmakanda and the other with the
Jnanakanda of the Vedas, that s, the
Samhitas s the Brahmanas, and the
Upanishads respectively.

Vaisesika

The Vaisesika system is a realistic,
analytic, and objective philesophy of
the warld, It tries to distinguish hetween
the various kinds ol ultimate things and
to classify all the objects under Gve
clements — Rarth Water, Air, Fire, and
Ether — exigting in the fomn of Atom,
Time, Space, Minds and Self. The
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ereation of the world beging wher the
atoms of these five elements start o
combine, and when they disintegrate,
the world comes 1o an end. Vaisesika,
thus pastitlates o dualism of the matter
and soul, and declares that salvation
depends on fully recognising the atomic
nature of the universe, and its differenice
with the soul.

Ngnyn

The Nyoyo systetn accepts all the
categnries recognised by the Vaizesiko
systemi dnd adds one Abhava
|negation). It also accepts all the
substances almitted by the Vaisesikn
system, and considers God to be the
creator of the world. He is & soul
(erman) free oo the “Law of karmea’
ard rebirth. The ‘Law of karma
operates indepondently of Him. In the
state of pralaya (cosmic dissglution)
and Apavarga (moksha) or freedom
from the life of samsara  (birth and
death) there is no conscipusness in the
soul. Nyaya makes & detailed study
of the sources of knowledge |pramara),
Acrording 'to Nyayn school there are
four pramanas, namely perception
(pratyaksha), inference {anumana),
comparison (ppamana) and verbal
lestimony Le, “words™ (sabda).

Samkhya

The Samkhyn is the oldest of all six
systems of plilosophy. It teaches the
existence of twenty-five basic principles
(teathira), OF these twenty-five fattvas,
first is Prakro e “matter”. The
Samkhye system believes that the
evolution of universe Is not due to God
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but dioe to the inherent nature of the
Praknti. It is from Prakeitithat all things
like alr, water, ether (akasn),
intelligence (buddhil), sell conciousness,
sight, touch, hearing, speech, cte,
develop. Ong of the most important
tartva in all this is Purusa, the “soul”
As in Jainism the Sambhya believes
that there are infnite mumber of souls
and Puresy lnot dependent on Prakoitt
nar Prkritils dependent on Punisa Yet
Purusa ik involved in some way in the
Prakritiie the matter and salvation lies
in recognising thedr differences.

A very importantl feature of
Samkhya is the doctrine of three
qusilities (guna). These are virtie
[Suttiv), passion [Regas) and dullness
[ Tarmas). It is said thot in the begitning
these three gunoes are present in all
beings in equilibrium, bul as they
evolve, one or other of these three gunas
come to dominate. The Sattiaguria
represents the tmauth, wisdom, beauaty
and goodness; the Rajas signifies
ferceriess, activeness. violence, enerpy
pncd; while {he Tanrs iz datkness,
foplishniess, gloomy, unhappy ete.

However, the distinction between
the Purusa (soul) and Praket (marter)
was modified in Tantricism which,
developed in later davs. In Tantricism
Purusa came to signify “man” and
Prakrin “worman”,

Yooa

Yoga is prubably the best known Hindu
philosophical system i the warld, In
this system the self-control and sell-
mortification is supreme. Anyone whio
has mbstered the vidirious aspect of this
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doctrine s known as yogl According
to yoga the god s not the ¢reator but
an exalted soul which has existed all
through without ever having merged
with the matter. The salvation in this
aystem is by practicing the following
cight things:

(i} Yama (self-control): yoma means
the practice of five moral niles
which are trith, nonsvialetice,
chastity, not stealing and no greed.
Niyama (observance): complete
and regular observance of five
more maral rules which are purily,
contentment, austerity, study of
Vedas and devotion 1o God,
Asunas (postures): sitting in
certain preseribed postures which
are an cs=ential part of yoga. These
ere known as pognsanas: The
most famous is Padmasana in
which gods and sages are
commeniv depicted.

Pranaganta (control of breath): the
cotitrol of breath at will is another
step in this doctrine. This is
comaldersd 1o be of greal physical
and spiritual vislue. '
Pratyohara (restraing in which the
sense organs are trained in such a
way that they do not take notice of
their own perceptions and feelings.
Dharana (steadying (he mind):
concentrating on a single object
such as tip of the nose or a siormd
symbaol.

Dhyana  |meditation): by
poncentration the mind can be
filled only by that object on which
concentiation is being made and
completely emptied of all other

i)

i)

(iv)

(v

1)

fwii)

P—— Frumon or Inotas PriLissoeny ﬁ

feiii) Samaddhi [deep meditetion): in
which it is only the soul which
remains and the while personality
I temporarily disolyed.

A porson who has mastered yoge
can lve a very long life, hold his breath
far & long period without suffering
imjury, can control the rthythm of his
own heartheal and can withstond
extremes of heat and cold.

In yoga, it iz through Samedlic tie
soul gets released from the life cveleand
jeing the exalted soul i.e. the God,

Mimame=g

The Mimamsa system is a philosophy
of interpretation, application and wee
of the texts of the Somhita and
Brahmana portions of Vedas, The
Mimarrse system recognises the Vedas
a8 the final puthority in determining
the duties of man, and the Vedanfists
i gaining the tmie knowledge abouf
man nnd universe, |1 recognises two
puths of salvation. One is concemed
with the karmakenda (ritualism) and
other with the jnunakanda (purstitc of
knowledge) of the Vedas i.e. the
Samhitas, Brahmanas, and the
Epanishads respectively.

Vedanta

The ancient Indian thoughts on
philosophy reached its peak in the
philosophy of Vedanta Sankara’s
commentaries on Upanishads,
Brahmasurra and Bhagrada- Gita are
important for understanding the
Vedanta Philosophy. Sankara held
Lhat all works teach the Ultimate Reality
l.e. Brahma is One. The Vedanta

---------------------------
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philosophy expanded by Sankara is
known as Advaita Vedantn. The

Brahma lias an infinite number of

powers [sakti) and the creative power

{Maya) is one of thers. The power is 1ot

separate from the powerful and hence
there is no duality. The world as awhole
and in al] its parts has purpase.

For the purpose of carrving out the
work pf creation, preservation and
destrnction, God (fsvara) assumes
three disiinet names and forms, namely,
Brahma, Visniu and Ruddra (also known
as Siva or Mahesha).

The doctrine clearly recogrises that
the highest level of trudh is that the
whinle world and all 1t exists s Mayea
— an illusion, a dream, o and n
figmient of imugination. Ultimately, the
whale Universe isunreal, i.e. Mayo The

Exercises
L. Explain the following :

enly reality is Brahima (the Universal
Soul) with which the individua! soul is
identical. The salvation of the individual
soul is possible only by merging i with
Brahma.

The post-Senksra period saw the
elabioration of the docliines of all the
above mentioned schools of thoughts,
and the evolution of esich system in its
own way in the light of criticism by
others. There was a great development
of dialectics in each school which led
to highly technical and  systematic
works being written by thinkers,

One of the great sages who differed
witly Sankara wes Ramanujn, who
wrote his own commentaries on the
Upamshads, Brohmasutraos and
Bhaguvad Gita,

Mokedie, Atrian, Muya, Rearokarede, Uncrdthanda, Axtika, Nepsikg

features of it?

=

Write short noles on:
it} Bhigisado-Gili
(i Yooz

[id) M oaga
fiw) Ve ana

=
o
-2
s
]
L]
=l
=
o

..........................

What 15 the nim of Indian philosophy? What are the chamoteristic

Dieseribe the six schools. of Indisn Philosophy.

» Find a tescher who tenches yogasans dml pravtice thesn st Home
« Find out the merits of these yogasanas and discuss them in clusi.



CHAPTER 12

Tue EVOLUTION OF JAINISM
AND BubDDHISM

Tuae brooding over the dlls asnd sorrows of lifg, @
passionate desire ta remaove them by [imding, out
fnew mode of salviation became the ooneern of e
legrnedd
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Tue soevn century B.C.omay be regarded
as an important landmark in the
histary of Indian culture. The old
ritualistic Vedic trudition had gradually
ceased 1o be 5 strong force. The
Upanishads had indtiated freedom of
speculation into the fundaments)
probiem of life. The brooding over the
ills and sorraws of life, 2 pessionste
desire 1o remove them by (nding out
view mode of salvalion became the
donicern of the learned. I created
n ferment of new ideas and phile-
sophic principles, leading to the
establishment of pumerous rr.-llgluua
sects, which had never occurred in
India before or since. We come 1o know
of about 62 such religious sects, many
of which were based on local customs
and rituals. Of these religious sects.
which may be regnrded as direct or
indirect products of thought currents
of this period, we shall discuss mainly
two seets which have greptly influenced
Ihe seciety anid cultiire of India. Theae
are Jainism and Buddhism.

It may be mentioned that both
Jainism and Buddhism take their
siond on certain aspects of the pre-
existing svetem. Both are orpanised as
agcetic orders and brothérhoods.
Aseeticism in fact, has i origin in the
Vedic thought and has been directly
encouraged by the Upanishads. The
Aranyakos are the products ol
hermitages of the [orests while the
Upanishiads recommend retirement to
forests os essential to those who seek
the highest knowledpe. Both Joinism
and Buddhism can be seen and
understood belterin this light.

Nirgranthas disctiss as many as
sixty-two systems of doctrinies before
Buddhism arose, Some Jain works like
Sutru-Rritanga gives their number as
363. Some of these were Ajfivibins,
Nimgranthas, fatidakas, ete. Some of the
prominent teachers of these sects were
Purana Kassapa, Makithali Gosal,
Ajitkeshakambalin, Niganthe Natpats
anil Sanjava Belatthaputta.

Jalniszm

Jainism. has great antiguity. The
names ol two Tirthankaras namely,
Rishabhanath and Aristhanemin find
mention in RigVeda, Vayu Purang and
Hheypat Purana mehtion Rishablha as
the incarmnation of Narayana, A [ew
scholars believe that the nude {orso
found ot Harappa belongs to some
Tirthanakara. The Jain tradition
trages Jainism fo a remote antiquily
represented by a succession. of
twenty-four Tirthenkaras. The frst
Tirthankara was Rishabnomih. We do
not know much about him except that
the traditions say that he was a king
and renounced the kingdom in
favetir of his son, Bharata, and
became an ascetic, Some Puraniec
traditions  say  that name
Bharwavarsha is after 'Bharata', the son
of Rishabhanath. We know a little
more about the twenty-third
Tirthankara, Parsva, who was the son
of Thkshvaku king Asvasens of Kasi and
was horn to the daughter of
Mevmvanraan, king of Kavusasthala. He
renounced the world at the ape of
thirlty and atlained perfect
kivowledge afier nearly three months
of intensze meditation and spenl the

---------------------------
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remaimng life as s religious teacher,
till his death at the age of Hundred.
He is said to have Nourished 250
yedrs belore Mahavira, the twenty-
fourth Tirthenknra, He, thie, lived in
the sighth eentury B.C.
Vardhamena Mahavirp is the last
Tirthankara, He was born in the village
Kundagrama near Vaisali about 540
B.C. His father Sicddhartha was the head
of famous kshatriyn Jaatrika clan and
his mother Trisala was the sister of
Chetaka, an entinent Lichehhavi noble
of Vaisali. Chetaka's daughter weans
married to Bimbisara, the king of
Magadha.

Avenrding to some Jain traditions.
Mahavirm was married to Yasoda and
lived a life of a householder. He had a
daughter also. After the death of his
parents, Vardhamana left his hoowe, and
becume an ascetic at the age of thirty.
During the next twelve yvears he
practised most rigaious asceticism, At
the age of 42, he attained kaivalye i.e.
the supreme knowledge and final
deliverance from the bonds of pleasure
and pain. Henceforth, he came to be
known as Mahavirn and .Jing or the
congueror. His followers came to be
knawn as Jainas. Originally they were
designated as Nirgrarthas, 1.€. free from
letters, Mahavira spenit the remaining
thirty years of his life in preaching. He
passed away at Pawapuri, in 468 B.C.
at the age of seventy twao.

~ Vardhaman Mahavima accepted four
dectrines of Parsva namely (ij non-
injury to living beings, (ii] speaking the
truth, (i) non possession of property.
el (iv] not stealing. To these four

oo T Evoltmion O JaniEsm Ao B $

doctrivies Mahavira added a fifth one;
namely, celibacy, As an example of
complete renuncigtion and free fram
any possessions Mahavira asked his
followers to discard even thelr clothes,

Though the Jains did not deny the
exigtence of God, they simply ignored
ki, The waorld for Jains is not created,
msintained or destroved by a God but
funclions through a universal or
eternal law, The universe s eternal,
It's exmstence is divided into cycles of
progress (utsarpind) and declines
(ovasarping. The universe functions
through the interaction of living souls
(jiva) and everything in the universe
has a soul, The purlfication of the soul
is the purpese of living, for it is only
the pure saiil after being released from
the body that resides in bliss. The souls
are found not only in the living beings
like animmals und plants but alse In
stones, rocks, water ete. The soul
whilch has finally set itsclf free rises &1
once to the top of the universe, above
the highest heaven, where it remains
it &rn iEetive omiscient bliss through
eternity. This for the Jains is Nirvana.

According to Jainism salvation i
possible only by abandoning all
possessions, a long course of fasting,
self-mortification, study end meditation.
Hence, the monastic life is essential for
salvatiar.

Chandragupta Maurya i said (o
have patronised Jainiam, According to
the Jaina tradition, Chandragupta not
only accepted Jaina religion, but had
actually ebdicated the throne and died
as aJaina Fhikshu in southern India,
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It is gaid that about twe hundred
years after the death of Mahavira
a terrible famine broke out in Magadha,
Al thut time Chandraguptn Maurva
was the king, and the Thera
Bhadrabahu was the chief ol the Jaina
community, These two, with their
followers, went to Karanatalka, leaving
Sthulabhadra inchurge of the Jainas
that remained in Magadha.
Bhadrabahu convoked a council ai
Patliputra, in which the Jainan canon
was arranged]. Later in the ifth century
AD. it was further rearranged.

When the Jainss returned from
south India, they held that complste
nudity be an essential part of the
teachings of Muhavira, while the monks
in Magadha began to put on white
clothes, Thus artse the two sects, the
Svetombiras [those who put on white
robes) and the Digambaras (those who
were stark naked). It must be
reinembered that it is the munis who
follow the strict code like wearing
while clothes [Svetambaras) or not
Kkeeping even o small peics of eloth on
themsealves or remaining completely
nude [Dignmbraras), The wllowsrs of
both the sects live alike le. wearing
clothes ete.

Buddhism

Like Jaimism, Buddhism was also
founded hy an fllustrious kshatriya. He
was bom in 566 B.C. His mily narne
was Gautams who was born it Sakyd
clan. His father, Suddhodhan, was the
king of Sakya republic. His mother was
Mayadevi who dled after seven davs of
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his birth. The popular legend has it that
an astrologer predicted that Gautama
would either be a greal chakreunrtin
samrator a greal saryesin, Fearing his
son's reflective cast of mind, his father
married him at an early age to beaytiful
Yasodhara from whom he had & son,
Rahul. However, Gautama was horrified
&l the sight of an old man, a diseased
person, 4 dead body, and then being
attracted by the saintly appearance of
an ascetic, One night he left his home,
wife and son and renouneed the *..mrldly
life. He studied for some time in the
philogophical sehools of twe repowned
teachers. Thercalter, six years of
profound meditation led to the
discovery of puths, Gautams became:
the Buddha i.e. the enlightened ome.
The fundamental principle of
Buddha's teachings dare represemited hy
the Four Noble Truths (Arya-Satyas)
vie : (i) that the world is full of sorrow
\Bukkha), (i) that there are causes of
sommow (Duklha Semuddaya), (iti) that
this sorrow can be stopped (dukicha
nirodha), and (iv) path leading o
cessation of sorrow (Dukkha nirodha.
gamini-pratipada) According to
Buddha, root ofall human misery was
‘desire’ and its anulbilation was the
surest way of ending unhappiness, He
held thay death was no escape from i1,
@s it lead to rebirth and further
suffering. Cne could get out of this
chain of suflferng and schipve the
fittal salvalion (Nirtang) by following
the eight fold path. [Ashtangika-
margpa), These eight lold paths are .
(i} might speech, (i) right action, ({) right
means of Hvelihood, (iv) right exertion,
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(v} right mindfulness, [vi) right
meditation. (vil) right resolution, and
fviii) mght view. The ultimate aim of life
1 Lo attain nirvana, the cternal state of
peace and bliss, which means freedom,
from further birth and deatl. In some
places Buddha is said td hawve
sutrinarised the whale process in three
words viz. Sila (Right conduct),
Samadhi (Right concentration] and
Prajna (Right knowledge). The firsttwo
lead to the 1ast one which is the direct
conse of nirvana or liberation from the
cycle of birth and death. Buddha
advocated “The Middle Path” inwhich
extremes are avoided.

Alter 'enlightenment Buddha
journeyed to the Deer Park (modeérn
Sarnath) Kasi and gave his first sermon
which is also known as *Set in Motion
the Wheel of Law”™.

The moral doctrines preached by
Buddha were guite simple. Man is
arbiter of his own destny ol not any
God ar Gods. If he does good deed in his
tife, hie will be rebom in a higher life and
so on L he attains salvation or the final
emancipation from the evils of birth, On
the otherhand, evil deeds are sure o be
pumisheid and the man will e reborn into
lower and lower life, each hife taldng him
further away from nirmana. Man should
avold both extremes, viz. a life of
coinforts and luawy, and a life of severe
asveticvisin— the middle path was the
best. In addition to the ordinaty mordl
codes such as truthfulness, charity,
purity and control over passions,
Buddhism laid great stress on love,
compagsion, equanimity and nonp-
injuary to the living creatures in thought,

£
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word and deed, Buddhism denied the
efficacy of Vedic rtuals and practices for
the purpose of salvation, and the
superiarity assumed by the brahmans.

The followers of the Buddha fell
into two cutegories: the Upasakas or
the Iy followsrs, who lived with family;
and the Bhikshus (monks) who
renounted the world and led the life of
un ascetic. They lived as a commune
called Sangha founded by Buddha
himsell. The woemen were also admitted
in Sangho and were known as
Bhikshunis. All the members in
Buddhism erjoyed equal rights
irrespectivie of their vama and jati
Further, Buddha digcoursed in the
language of common people, For eight
morniths Buddha and his followers
would travel from place to place,
pregching and founr months during the
rainy scison thoy stayed af one place.

Rudelba divd st the age of 8010 the
vear 486 B.C. at Kushinagar After the
cibmatan, the ashes of Buddha were
distribuled among his followers: These
ashes were kept in caskels and stupas
were built over them Sanchi Stupa is
one such exnmple,

Mahavirn was n confemporary of
Gauwtama Buddha, and there are
strilcing resemblances in the doctrines
of these two teachers. Both siarted
with a frank recognition of the fact that
the waorld s full of sorrows and the
salvation of & man means his
deliverance from the eternal chain of
hirth and death; both derived their
basic principles from the Upanishads.
Both did not nceept the idea of Godl;
both, laid great stress upon a pure

...................
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and moral life, specially non-injury to
living beings, both emphasised the
effects of good and bad deeds upon a
man's fiture births and ultimate
salvation; both decried custe; both
preached their religion in the common
language of the people, and lastly, both
encouraged the idea of giving up
the world, and organised a church
of monks and nuns. We can trace
distinct historic origins of the two, they
differ in fundamental conceptions
about salvation and certgin other
matters which cannot be explained
away as later additions. The Juina
tonception of soul, for example, is
radieally different from that of a
Buddhist. Again, Jainism laid great
stress upon asceticism and practised
it in a very rigarous menner, whereas,

Excroises

1, Exploin the following:

|||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||

...........................................................................

Buddha decried it, and asked his
disciples to follow the middie path
between a life of ease and haxury on
one hand, and rigorous asceticism on
the other. Besides, Buddhin denounced
the practice of poing out naked, and
the Jaina gttitude of non-injury to
anlinals was carried 1o far greater
excesses than was ever contemplated
by Buddhism.

It may be said that within five
hundred yeers Buddha spread far and
wide in different parts of the world.
However, Jainism never spread bevond
tHe boundsries of India. On the sther
hard, while Buddhism deelined
considerdbly in the land of its birth
Jainizm is still 5 living force in India,
and has got & stronghold upon a large
and influential section of the people.

Tirthankora, Nivaena, Jidog, Ashiongiko-morga, Sdrigha, Bihdkshis .

o

Write short: notes on;

fit Vardhamana Mahavirs
(i) Gautimn Bugddhpn
{iit)  Afeikas

o

places,

Things ta Do

Why the sixth century BiC, is called the landmark (n the history of Indin?
Diescribe the Juin Tirthonkaras. What are their main teachings?
Deseribe the main renchings of Buddhism,

Describe (he similarities and differences betwaen Jainism and Buddhism.

s On the outhne moap of India locate important places associated with
Jaintsmr and Buddhism. Describe the events associated with these
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MauAJANAPADAS TO NANDAS

By the timée ol the sisily century B.C.. Panin
mentions as many as 22 different Janapadas, of
wlhiich three were considered vocy nnpodiant: These
were Muagadha, Kosala and Vetsa
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Mahnjansapodas

In the lnter Vedic period itsell we start
heoring of many Janapadas and
Mahajanapadas. The names of st least
tine Janapadas have been given i
Vedic itergiture beside such peaple as
the Andhras, Pulindas, Sabaras and
Pundaras. However, by the tine of the
sixth century B.C. Panind mentions as
many as 22 different Janapadas of
which three were considered very
important. These were Magadhs,
Kosala and Vetsa. A cleaver picture
emerges rom the carly Buddhist and
Juin literature. They present o list of
sixtecn Mahajanapadas with toinor
variation of names in different works.
Though the number is the same, the
names in the lisis differ. Perhaps tlhiey
show the palitical conditions at
ilferent, imes and the geopraphics)
nearmness or knowledee of the msthor,
According to Anguttara Nikayo there
were following Mahajanapndas:

(I} Angs (ioeluding the modern
districts of Monghyr and Blingsipur
in Bihar] with its capital of Champa,
(il} Magadha (covering the distrets of
Patna, Gayn and parts of Shuhabad)
with iis earlier capital at Rajgeiha or
Girivraj, (itl) Vaji (s confederacy of eight
republican clans: simated to the north
of the rviver Ganga in Bihar] with its
capital, Vaisali, [iv) Malls |also a
republican confederiicy covering thie
modern districts of Deorid, Basti,
Gorakhpur and Siddharthnagar in
eastern Ultar Pradesh) with two
capitals at Kusinara and Pawa, (v] Kusi
with its capital &t Vaminasi, (vi) Kosala
[covering the preson: dinirivts of
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Faizalind, Gonda, Bahreich s, with
its capital at Sravasti, (vii) Vatse
(covering the modern districts
Allshabad, Mirzapur ete), with its
capital at Kausambi (viil) Chedi,
(eovering the modern Eunﬁ‘ell:hand
arep with s capital at Shuktimati),
i) Kuru [covering the modern
Haryona and Delhi area fo the west
of river Yamuna) with its capital
gt Indraprastha (modern Delhi),
(%] Panchaln [cﬂvuring the arca of
westem Uttar Pradesh up to the east of
river Yamuna upto the Kosals
Janapada) with its capital at
Ahichhetra, x| Surasena, [covering
Bri) Mandnl with its capital st Mathura),
{xii) Matsya (covering the area of Alwar,
Bharatpur snd Jaipur in Rajasthir)
[adii) Avantl (moderys Mialonwa) with
its capital at Ufjavini and Mabishmati,
[xiv) Ashmakn (between the rivers
Narnadannd Godavari) with its capitol
ot Hotana, (xv]) Gandhara (area covering
the western part of Pakistnn and enstern
Afghamistan) with its capitals ar Taxila
and Pushimlavat], and (xvi] Keamboja
Hleritified with modern districl of
Huzarn disricts of Pakistan).
Obviously this list of sixteen
WMahujnruipadas covers India only from
Bibar in the enst 1o Alghanistan in the
wiest, and Hindokush in the north o
river Godinvir 10 the south. It leavis out
vukt srens of Bengal and ésasiern
Lndin i) practically the whole of south
Indin. Bui these very Buddhist texts
show familiarity with whole of India.
Mahagounde Sutta of Digha Nikaya
describe the shape of [ndin as
reciangitiar in the north and triangular

e
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Fig. 13.1 Map of Malajanapadas.
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in the south, just like a bullock cart.
The Buddhist Mkayas mention the five
fold division of India inte Utterapaths
north-western), Madbiyadesha (central),
Prachi [eastern), Pakshinapath {seuth),
and Apranta fwestern), which confinms
that the geographical unity of
India had been visualised miuch
before the sixth century BLC, If'we study
the lists of Janapadas preserved in
the Jain texts Bhagueatisulira, and
Sutraknrang, great Grammarian
Panini's Ashtadhyayt lsixth century
B.C)), Boudhayandharmesutra
(seventh century B.C.), and the
Janapada list available in the
Mahabharata, the whole of India
from Himalayaz in the north to
Kanvakumari in the zouth, from
Gandhara in the west lo Bengal and
Assam in the east are covered by these
Janapadas. Kautilya (fourth century

H.C.) clearly visualiges the goal of

political anity of the whole land
under a Chakravarti ruler, and clearly
defines the Chaloavarti kshereo from
the Himalavas in the north to the
niean in the south, The distribution of
punch-marked coins, which were in
circulation from sixth century B.C. 1o
steond century B.C. shows that by the
fourth century B.C. there was pnly ane
cumrency for the whole of India. it shows
political and economic unification for
the entire territory.

The Buddhist literatutre shows that
some Janapadas [ollowed the
monparchical system. Each Janapada
has its own independent dynasty
of rulers. Megasthenese, the
Greel ambassador in the court of

....................
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Chandragupta Maurya (fourth century
B.C.) has lefi on record that he saw o
roval genenlogy of 131 generations
govering & time period of about 6051
(or 6015) years. During this time,
Magadha experimentied in the
republican systemn thrice. This extract
from Megasthenesze's Jndica 15 in
conformity with the post-Mahabharata
war royal genealogy presérved in the
Purans,

Alang with the list of Mahajanapadas
we also find the names of many famous
clties during the time of Buddha. Some
of these were Champs, Rajagriha,
Sravast), Salket, Kauzarmbi and Knsi
These were mostly the capital cities of
Mahajanapadas.

There wers also non-monarchical
stntes which can be called republics or
ganasanghas, Buddhist texts reveal
that during the time of the Buddha
there were many such republicen
states. Some of the important ones
were: :

(i} Mallas of Kusinara
[ifl Mallas of Pava
(i} Sakyas of Kapilavastu
fivi Koliyas of Ramagrama
(vl Morivas of Mipphalivanna
(vil Bulis of Alakappa
fvll) Kalamas of Kesaputia
{viii) Bhageas of Sumsumaragi
{ex) Lichehhavis ol Vaisali
The Buddhist texis also speak of
nine ganas of the Mallas and nine of
Kasi. These helped the Vajjis against the
aperession of Magadha. The Mallas of
Kusinagara and Pava were the
kshatriyas of the [kshvaku dynasty
According to Duyavadana, perhaps ai



the time of Buddha, the Mallas were
divided inw two branches, namely
Kusinars (Kusinagsra) and Pava i
casiern Uttar Pradesh. Perhaps they
sizo formed asangha of nine republican
states

The Bakyas of Kapilavastu, modern
Piparahwa in the Siddharthanagar
district of Utlar Pradesh on the Nepal
heirder, were also lkahvaku kshatrivas.
Gautamas Buddhs was born in the
Sakya family and Suddhodana was the
‘King' af the Sakyas. The Kollyas of
Ramagrauna were eastern neighbours of
the Salgyas,

.F'Ig 13.2 Puncbi-netrked Coine

- MArplanpeanag to Natmiag %

The Morivas of the Pippha-
livaria alst claimed to be a
kshatriva. According to Mahavtimsa,
Chandragupta Maurya belonged to this
kshatiiya clan. _

We do not have much information
ahout the Bulis of Allakappa, Kalamas
of Kesaputta and Bhaggas of
Sumsumaragiri.

The Vajjis were the most important
republican state during the period ol
Buddha, They were settled on the
northern side of the Ganga, while
Maogadha was on the south. Vajji
was a oconfederation of eight ganas
among which the Lichchhavis were
mos! prominent. These were called
astakulika (eight Tamilies). Vajjis,
Lichehhavis, Videhas and Jnatrika were
important famiilies. Mabavira, the
twenly-fourtl Jaina Tirthatikara was
barn in the lagt mentioned family.
During the time of Buddha, the
Lichchhavis, under the leadership of
Chetoka, were the most prominent
ganain the Vajji sangha. They arealso
called kshatrivas. The Vajjis were
defeated and assimilated in the
Magadha empire by Ajatusatein

The Rise of Magasiha

The four important royval dynasties that
sland out prominently in the sixth
cemtury B.C. are the Haryankas of
Magndha, the lkshvakus of Kosala, the
Pauravas of Vatsa and the Pradyoras
of Avanti. Haryanka is the name of o
new dynasty founded in Magadha by
Bimbisara after overthrowing the
Brihadrathas. The Pradyotas dre so
called after the lounder Pradyota. The



t BT T e eenss st e Bopespensensiimssase Brearsssessems ey mssesees

_.aiﬁurﬁnmutdmyﬁdym:ﬂﬂi itis  There were matrimonial alliances
interesting to note that the kingdom of  between the ans of many of these
Kuru-Panchala, Kasi and Matsva, states, but that did prevent the
-nﬂn-hmtﬂd in the Mahabharata, o ' :

i
i e L 1‘;"1-"'?-3]—_1"' N AN
|l‘_ _-“-F-'IF' _' l_'_"*.r‘.l.— s I I
0 N Al LA I svessiliasers

L e bW
o i B
2yl el




D L L e e L L L L L L I T T ey

supremacey, and aggrandise isselfl st tw
cost of minor States. We hear, {or
example, that Pradyvots, king of Avant,
fought with Udayana, king of
Keusambi, although the latter wis his
son-in-law, and at another time he
threatened Rajagriba, the capital of
Magadha, Prasenajil, king of Kosals,
wa already the master of Kasi, and his
son afterwards conguered the Sakya
stute of Kapllovastu. Again, Bimbisara,
king of Magadha, annexed Anga, and
his son Ajatasatri conquersd the
Lichchhiavis of Vaisali. All these kings -
Pradyota, Udayana, Bimbisara and
Prasenajit = flourished in the second
halfl of the sixth centary B.C.

At the beginting of the ffth centitry
B.C., the Pauravas and the Pradyolas
seem to have retired from the contest
for supremacy, which was thus left o
be fought out between the Haryankas
of Magadha, and the Tkshvakus of
Kosala. A fierce and protracted struggle
ensued between Prasenajlt and
Ajatusatrd, and although the resulis
were indecisive for a long fime, victory
ultimately weny to the Magadha
kingdom. Henceforth, Magadha stands
out as the supreme power in northem
Tndia, which fnally culnmnated into one
of the grealest stopires that had ever
been seen. Ajatasatru, became the
founder of Magadhan supramacy. He
died sbout 475 B.C. and was
sueceeded by Udavi. to whom tradition
ascribes the foundation of Patalipuira,
the new eapital of the Magadha
kKingdom. As described in epic
liternture, Rajagnba, now represented
by the ruins at Rajgir in the Puatian
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district, served as the capital of the
Magndhn kingdom, While Ajatasatn
wiis fighting against the Lichchhavis, he
huil, as o defensive messure, & fartress
nt Pataligram, a villuge at the junotion
of the Ganga and the Sorn. In course of
time, the strategic importiunce of the
place must Bave alzacted the aitention
of the siatesmen of Magadha, and
Udayi evidently thought it a more

suitable caputal for his longdom, whigh

had extended its boundaries in all

directinns by then.

Sisunaga

According to the Buddhist tradition
Udayl and his three successors were all
unworthy to rule. So the peaple got
disgusted and elected Sisunnga as the
king, the minister of the last king. The
Puranas; however, take Sisunaga to be
the founder of the royal line 1o which
Bimbisara belonged, and hence calls it
the Sisunaga Dynasty.

Ninda Dyausty
Kalasoka, the son and the successor

of Sisunnga, was succeeded by a

harber fagcording to some ascoounis)
named Mahapadma Nanda, who
founded a new dyriasty known as the
Nondas. Mahapadma seems to have
been a great military genins, He
defeated and destroyed the fuar-famed
kshatriva familes, such as the
Pauravas, the lkshvakus, and the
Fradyotas, who were ruling in
Kausnmbi, Kosala ool Avanti, anpd
established un empire which inclhaded
the greater part of northern India. Thus,
the task begun by Bimbisara ond
Ajatasatiu made triumphant progiess.
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Foroign Invaslons

Foerding congunost of Indian
Borderland
The western borderland of India
comprising the Punjib, Sindh and
Afghanistan did not have any strong
political power during this period. Of
the sixteen Mahajanapadns mentioned
in the iterature, only two, Kamboja ard
Gandhara, may be placed o this
oltlying region. It dappears to have bheen
divided Into a large number of
mdependent principalities which were
frecuently nt war with one another;, and
thus.an easy prey to lorelgn invaders.
The powertiul Achaemenian kings of
Persiin naturally cast their eyes towsirds
this repion, and parhaps Cyrus (558-
530 B.C.) subjugated a: number of
principalities living to the south of the
Hindulush mouniains. [t was in the
reign of Darivus (522-486 B.C.) that we
have positive evidence of the extension
of Achavmenian rule in the narth-
western part ol India. Twoe inscriptions
of this monarch mention "Hifn)du" as a
part of his dominion. The exact
conmotation of this term 1s not known,
bt it certiinly comprised some
territary w the sast of the Sindhu, which
Darjus must have conguersd about
518 R.C. Herodotus, the Greek
historian, tells us that in 517 B.C.
Darius sent a naval expedition to
explore the valley of the Sindhu river,
How lotig the Petsiin domination
ladted in ladia is nat definitely known,
Its continuance up to about 320 B.C.
i% generally presumed on the ground
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that the Indlan soldiers formed part of

the Achagmenian army that conguered
Greece in the time of Xerxes (486-465.
H.C.| and fought against Alexander at
Gaugameld in 330 B.C. But this s by
no mesns o sure copdlusion, ds the
Indiang might have been a puart of the
army.

Alexander's Campaign

Ini the fourth century 8.C. the Greeks

and Persian fought with each other for
the supremacy over western Asia. The
defeat of Acheemenian king Darius i1
in the hards of Alexander beeame o
turnivg point. Alesainder dismantled

the Persian emipire, conguered most of

the western Asia including Iran and
Iran. He fhen tumed his attention to
Indin Afterthe conguest of the Persian
emipire Alexander marched to lodis
through the Khyber pase in 326 B.C.

It is interesting to know that the
history of Alexander's campaign of
Iridia is reconstructed on the basis of
accounts available m Greele dnd Roman
sources. Surprisingly, no ndian source
mentions anything rbout Alexander oy
his campaign.

M s also surprising that while Greek
sources give @ very detaded ocgountof
Alexander's campaign to [ndis, they are
completely silent aboor Kaurilys.
However, the identifllcation of

SBandmoottae vr Androodtias of Greck

sources with thot of Chandmagupin
Maurys and fixing 326 B.C. as the date
of Chandragupta's accessi