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1. India's biggest floating solar power plant coming up in Telangana
e The biggest floating solar power plant in India is being set up at Ramagundam in Telangana.
e The total capacity of the plant is 100 MW and is being commissioned by the National Thermal Power
Corporation (NTPC) at Ramagundam thermal power plant reservoir.
e The project will cover 450-acre area of the reservoir and is expected to be opened in May 2021.
e It is part of NTPC's efforts to set up floating solar power projects with the aim to reduce its carbon
footprints and accelerate its green energy production to 30 per cent of its capacity.
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2. The biggest floating solar power plant in India is to be set up at Ramagundam in
Telangana. It is expected to be opened in May 2021.

e The cost of the project has been estimated as Rs 423 crores. The power plant will have 4.5 lakh

photovoltaic panels.

About the Power Plant:

The solar power plant is being set up at the Ramagundam Thermal Power Plant reservoir.

The solar power plant is to be set up in 450 acres of the reservoir.

The project is commissioned by NTPC (National Thermal Power Corporation).

e NTPC aims to reduce its carbon footprints and increase its green energy production to 30% of its capacity
through this solar power plant.

e The capacity of the solar power plant is 100 MW.

e Important NOTE-

e Telangana Capital: Hyderabad.

e Telangana Governor: Tamilisai Soundararajan.

e Telangana Chief Minister: K. Chandrashekar Rao.
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3. The Tribal Cooperative Marketing Development Federation of India (TRIFED), under
the Ministry of Tribal Affairs, has launched “Sankalp se Siddhi” - Village and Digital

Connect Drive.

e The main aim of this drive is to activate the Van Dhan Vikas Kendras (VDVKs) in the villages.

e Key Points

e About Sankalp se Siddhi Drive:

e The drive will entail 150 teams (10 in each region from TRIFED and State Implementation

Agencies/Mentoring Agencies/Partners) visiting ten villages each.

Thus, 100 villages in each region and 1500 villages in the country will be covered.

e The visiting teams will also identify locations and shortlist potential Van Dhan Vikas Kendras for clustering
as TRIFOOD, and SFURTI units as larger enterprises.

e Scheme of Fund for Regeneration of Traditional Industries (SFURTI) is a scheme of the Ministry of Micro,
Small & Medium Enterprises (MSME).
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4. Dr. Harsh Vardhan approves National Policy for Rare Diseases, 2021
e Union health and family welfare minister Harsh Vardhan has approved the National Policy for Rare
Diseases 2021, according to a statement issued by the health ministry on Saturday. The policy aims to
bring down the high cost of treatment for rare diseases and was brought about after "multiple
consultations with different stakeholders and experts in the area," the statement said.
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5. The famous tulip festival kicked-off in Asia’s largest Tulip Garden in Jammu &
Kashmir on April 3, 2021 with the enthralling cultural and musical performances by

the popular artists and singers from within and outside the UT.

e The festival was inaugurated by Jammu and Kashmir Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha.

e It has been organised by Jammu and Kashmir Tourism department in collaboration with Jammu and
Kashmir Tourism Development Corporation and Department of Floriculture.

e The tulip garden presents a wide range of colours with over 15 lakh fully bloomed flowers of more than
64 varieties planted over 30 hectares in the foothills of Zabarwan Range with an overview of Dal Lake

e Tulip Festival is hosted every year in Kashmir Valley during the onset of the Spring Season. The 2021
festival will be held from 3 April to 30 April 2021.
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6. Rajasthan becomes first state to launch “Health Insurance for All” its residents
e The state government of Rajasthan has launched a cashless medical insurance scheme titled
“Mukhyamantri Chiranjeevi Swasthya Bima Yojana”, aimed at providing medical relief to all residents of
the state.
e Under this scheme, each family in the state can claim up to Rs. 5 lakh every year for medical expenses.
e With this, Rajasthan has become the first state in the country, where each family will get health
insurance of Rs 5 lakh each year.
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Banking & Economy

7. RBI Deputy Governor BP Kanungo retires

The senior-most deputy governor of the Reserve Bank of India, Shri BP Kanungo has retired upon
completion of his one-year extension on April 02, 2021.

Kanungo joined the RBI in 1982 and took over as the deputy governor of RBI on April 3, 2017, for a three-
year term ending April 2, 2020, but was given a one-year extension.

During his four-year term as deputy governor, Kanungo was in charge of currency management, external
investments, operations, payment, and settlement system, among others.
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8. World Bank approves project worth USD 32 million to boost health services in
Mizoram

The Board of Executive Directors of World Bank has approved a USD 32 million project to improve
management capacity and quality of health services in Mizoram.

The project titled “Mizoram Health Systems Strengthening Project” will strengthen the governance and
the management structure of the Mizoram Health department and its subsidiaries.
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9. World Bank, AlIB approve loan for USD 300 million projects to Punjab

The World Bank and Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AlIB) have approved the loan for USD 300
million (about Rs 2,190 crore) canal-based drinking water projects in Punjab. The project is aimed at
ensuring quality drinking water and minimise water losses for Amritsar and Ludhiana. The entire project
will be co-financed by IBRD (World Bank) — USD 105 million, Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank — USD
105 million and the Punjab government — USD 90 million.

About the projects:

The Infrastructure has been designed to meet the water demand for 30 years. It would benefit the
residents of Amritsar with an estimated population of 14.51 lakh for 2025 and 22.11 lakh for 2055.

At present, the Canal Based Water Supply Project for Amritsar has been awarded to M/s Larsen & Toubro
Limited at a contract amount of Rs.784.33 Crore.
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Headquarters of AlIB: Beijing, China.
AlIB established: 16 January 2016.
Punjab CM: Captain Amarinder Singh.
Punjab Governor: V.P.Singh Badnore.
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Ranking

10.Jeff Bezos tops Forbes’ Annual Billionaire list fourth year in a row, Mukesh Ambani

ranks 10th

e The Amazon.com Inc founder Jeff Bezos has topped the Forbes’ annual world’s billionaires list for the
fourth consecutive year.

e India’s richest billionaire M ukesh Ambani ranked at 10th position with total net worth of USD 84.5
billion.

e The 35th edition Forbes World’s Billionaires list was released on April 06, 2021, comprising a record-
breaking 2,755 billionaires.

e Thelist is prepared based on the wealth using stock prices and exchange rates from March 5, 2021.
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Awards

11.Andhra Pradesh Governor Biswabhusan Harichandan Felicitated with Kalinga Ratna

Samman

e Former Odisha politician and Andhra Pradesh Governor Biswabhusan Harichandan has been conferred
with the prestigious Kalinga Ratna Samman for 2021 on April 02, 2021.

e Biswabhusan was conferred with the award by Vice-President M Venkaiah Naidu at the 40th annual day
of the Sarala Sahitya Sansad at the Sarala Bhawan in Cuttack.

e The Kalinga Ratna Samman carries a silver idol of Goddess Saraswati, a copper plaque and a shawl.
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12.Suman Chakraborty selected for 2021 GD Birla Award for Scientific Research
e Professor Suman Chakraborty has been selected for the 30th GD Birla Award for Scientific Research.
e Chakraborty, a faculty member at the Indian Institute of Technology (lIT), Kharagpur, has been chosen for
his outstanding contribution to engineering science and its applications in developing technologies for
affordable healthcare

12. GHT Tshacll ohl eTTeIeh JTETT & ToIT 2021 SSY oI5l [REHR & forw o aran

o AuAIfeieh Qe & forT GrhaR GHe Tshadll bl 30 4 SNET fagel REHR o fow gar arar g |

o R Yl TEATA (IT), WSIAGR H Teh Fohrd HEET, Tshddll I SoMiIaRaT fairet & 3eieh
3chsT ANTET 3R TEA TIELy Aarsit & fore faswreiier AleIfafhat & sas srqaae & fow ger
AT

13.Justice N V Ramana to assume charge as next Chief Justice of India w.e.f April 24
e The senior-most Supreme Court judge Justice Nuthalapati Venkata Ramana has been appointed as the
next Chief Justice of India (CJI).
e Justice Ramana would succeed incumbent CJI Sharad Arvind Bobde to take over as the 48th CJI.
e He would assume the charge of the office on April 24, 2021, till August 26, 2022.
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14.Cabinet Appoints Tarun Bajaj as new Revenue Secretary; Ajay Seth as Economic

Affairs Secretary

e The Central Government has approved the appointment of Tarun Bajaj as new Revenue Secretary under
the Ministry of Finance.

e  Prior to this, Bajaj, a 1988 batch Haryana-cadre IAS officer, was serving as the Economic Affairs Secretary
since April 30, 2020.

e The cabinet has also approved the appointment of Ajay Seth, a 1987 batch Karnataka-cadre IAS officer, as
new Economic Affairs Secretary in place of Bajaj.
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15.Digit Insurance ropes in Virat Kohli as Brand Ambassador
e Bengaluru-based non-life insurance company ‘Digit Insurance’ has roped in veteran cricketer Virat Kohli
as its brand ambassador.
e In January 2021, insurance tech start-up Digit Insurance became India’s first unicorn of 2021 with
valuation of $1.9 billion.
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Sports

16.Hubert Hurkacz of Poland and Ashleigh Barty of Australia wins 2021 Miami Open

Tennis Tournament

e In Tennis, Hubert Hurkacz of Poland defeated Italian teenager Jannik Sinner in straight sets to win the
2021 Miami Open.

e This is the first ATP Masters title of his career and second title of the season.

e The 36th edition of the Miami Open was played from March 23 to April 4, 2021 at Hard Rock Stadium in

Miami Gardens, Florida.

List of Winners

Men’s Single- Hubert Hurkacz (Poland)

Women'’s Single -Ashleigh Barty (Australia)

Men’s Double — Nikola Mektic/ Mate Pavic

Women’s Double -Shuko Aoyama/ Ena Shibahara
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Obituaries

17.Veteran Actress Shashikala passes away at 88
e Veteran television and Bollywood actress Shashikala has passed away. She was 88.
e Shashikala featured in supporting roles in hundreds of Bollywood movies between 1950s and 1980s.
Some of her popular films include Bimla, Sujata, Aarti, Anupama, Waqt, Gumrah and Khubsoorat, etc.
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