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1. Ramesh Pokhriyal Inaugurates New Delhi World Book Fair 2021-Virtual Edition
The Union Education Minister Ramesh Pokhriyal inaugurated the New Delhi World Book Fair 2021-Virtual
Edition, on March 5, 2021, through video-conferencing.

e The New Delhi World Book Fair 2021 is the 29th edition of the annual event and for the first time the fair
will be held virtually due to the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic.

e The program has been organized by the National Book Trust (NBT).

e Theme of 2021 New Delhi World Book Fair is ‘National Education Policy-2020’

1. TR G RATe & 7S el faed qecieh Hell 2021-3THIT HEHIUT hT SHTCH TohdT

o A et F e drafare o 5 A, 2021 F AT FISHRHT F ART 7S e faea gEaw Aer
2021-TY3HT HERIUT T SEETCH FohaT|

o oS el fava GEaeh Al 2021 AT HTATSTT I 29 AT FERIUT & AR Tgell IR Aol S Tof
HIfAE -19 AGTART & HROT 3T R sireer|

o FIUGHH T AT AAeTel Joh TEC (TAWNEY) SaRT AT IAT |

o 2021 %1 MH S feeell faea TEA A Policy TSR fA&T AT 080 /g

2. 40 Scholars From Six Countries Awarded India Science Research Fellowship (ISRF) 2021

e Forty scholars from six countries have been awarded with Indian Science Research Fellowship (ISRF)
2021.

e The winning scholars will now have the opportunity to carry out their research in Indian institutes and
universities using the state of the art facilities in these places.

e These scholars have been selected on the basis of their research proposal, experience, academic merit
and publication record.

e The Indian Science Research Fellowship is a platform to establish research cooperation and S&T
partnerships with neighbouring countries of India.

e The initiative was launched by the Department of Science and Technology (DST) in 2015 for Afghanistan,
Bangladesh, Bhutan, Maldives, Myanmar, Nepal, Sri Lanka, Thailand.

e Since its launch, 5 calls have been made between 2015-2019 and 128 fellows from these countries have
been awarded fellowship under this programme.

e Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, no award was made in 2020.

2. BF &t & 40 Tae@rel o HR fa=iTet J1TaerneT hellfIT (ISRF) 2021 & FFATA famar

o F G & TN Tae@Tail sl HRAT TaTet 3eTHeTe HoAlfAIT (ISRF) 2021 ¥ EFATIA fohar AT & |
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3. GITeT FHAT T IICFETAT H 259 TSI ITd-TIIT ISET TTATT T ITST HRA FI HTSTET & 75 TN o 3TTeT
# TR arar

Financial News

faorar el 1 3@ g7 TUE W FcATYfarsh FIAL3T H1 3UANT Heh ARG FEuE AR
faRafaeTTerdT 7 37917 2Mer et ol 37aER A

ST TaC@TaAT ohl 3oTeh QITET JETTd, 3eT8Td, A&TTOTh FIIcT 3R Fehreret ReplS o TR 01 AT A8 |
AR FaAeT JreTaereT HelfT SR & TSI ot & |y JeTaereT FeaneT 3R oH U3 & ARy
TS FRA FITH AT & |

IE Tge faameT AR die e faemer (Suwdh) ganT 2015 F FHEMTFEAT, STamGer, T, AT,
FIHAR, A9Te, A, ATsels & forw & v arg oy

% dlled & 916 , 2015-2019 & ST 5 Pl TohT T § 3R ST FRIFHH & dgd 37 AT & 128 AT
BT BT F TFATAT [HaT TAT L |

COVID-19 HGTART & HRUT, 2020 H IS [IEHR 7T 16T 1T AT|

259-member high-level National Committee headed by Prime Minister constituted to commemorate
75 years of India’s Independence.

The Government of India has set up a 259-member high-level national committee, to be headed by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi to commemorate 75 years of India’s independence.

The 259 member national committee will provide policy direction and guidelines for the formulation of
programmes for the 75th anniversary commemoration of the Indian Independence.

The 75 years of India’s Independence will be observed on 15 August 2022 and the celebrations for the
same are proposed to be launched 75 weeks prior to this date on 12 March 2021.

12 March marks the 91st anniversary of the historic Salt Satyagraha led by Mahatma Gandhi.

The celebrations will be held at national and international level in the form of ‘Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav’.
The high-level committee will hold its first meeting on March 8, 2021.

TRl ol JTTSTTE! & 75 ATeT [ Bl &b 3Telad H HRT T o 259 HEEA ITel-EcRig TS FIAT 1
15 foRaT , ForenT Siqjea TITeTata aig A el

259 JEAT TSI AfATT IRAT Tad=dr &1 75 df 999716 & 3Te1eT H HRIshAT F AT & fow e
fAder 3iR feenfader gerer siaf|

R T ST & 75 Y 15 3P 2022 T HATT ST 3R 12 AT 2021 Ft 37 A & 75 goag ggor
3cHd HATIT ST |

12 AT Y AGTHT AR & Acea 7 UAGTTAS o HATIE 1 91 df avens g

THARIE Am TSIIET 3T 3 HEledd 'S TG H TSET 3R IRTSERT TR R AT T sirear|

3o T AfATT 8 AT 2021 FY 39T Ugell Soh M|

EPFO keeps interest rate unchanged at 8.5% for 2020-21

The board of Employees’ Provident Fund Organisation (EPFO) has kept the interest rates on Provident
Fund deposits for the financial year 2020-21 at 8.5 percent.

The rate has been kept unchanged, as in 2019-20.

The decision was taken by the Central Board of Trustees, at 228th meeting held in Srinagar on March 04,
2021, under the chairmanship of Labour Minister Santosh Kumar Gangwar.
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4. SUTH3T 2020-21 & oI sATST &3 Y 8.5% TR 3ARATIT I@AT &

- Far sifasy A d@arae (EPFO) & SIS & faccdr aw 2020-21 & forw sifasy @A ST W saret &t hr
8.5 9faerd I §AT0 3@ B |

«  2019-20 FreT ¥ 39Rafda @r gl

- I8 TAUTT HE —ARl SIS A SE HA HAT AR IER H HEATAT H 04 AR 2021 HT AR A
AT 228 df da H foram|

5. HDFC ERGO Launches “Business Kisht Suraksha” to Protect MFIs & Financial Institutions against
Calamities & Natural Disasters

e HDFC ERGO General Insurance has launched a product called “Business Kisht Suraksha”, to provide a
unique cover to MFls, financial institutions and banks in the event of a catastrophe or natural disaster.

e The Business Kisht Suraksha aims to protect the balance sheet of financial institutions due to non-
payment of EMIs by borrowers, following listed calamities such as floods, earthquakes, cyclones, etc.

e The new product will address this concern by indemnifying against the climatic changes and also
protecting financial institutions from rising NPAs occurring.

e Business Kisht can be customised as per the needs of an individual MFI or financial institution.

e The product can also be tailor-made depending on the geographical presence of the borrower, MFI or
any financial institution according to the perils/climatic conditions that the location is prone to.

5. TISIUGRET SITRSN3T o T3 3R Wrehicieh HTIer3it & o THUS3S 3R facca JEA=t i T &
fore "o fohee AT 1 Y& Hr

. TIEIUHH SHRGNIHT STeilel SLANH o IaTer AT Yrehfcieh e r fFafer 7 vAww3ng, ey deumat
3R denl T Teh 77T ek TeTeT el & foT "Tersield Tehee GRaT" A1 Ueh 3cuTe dlled fhaT g |

- SR fhec GR&T T 32T SURHANINT GIRT STHINTS &1 STl o e, d1G, oY, Tshald Scdie
ST e ITIET3iT o SE 81T of el & HIROT Tl HEATaAT h ol i Y 16T L &

« . ST 3cUTE STordrg IRactel & el affayfc e 3 faedia HEUmil & g6 TAdT & e & forw
& T Sl FATTST HM|

- TS fohea ot ferdil et MFI AT faeciiar TETet 3 STl & 3TeAR 3fefehfeid fohdm ST HehcT B |

«  3CYIE P FURehdT, THUHRS AT oY Y facdir Txane $ir simfoes 3ufeufa & 3muR T oY gaif
TN ST HeheTT &

6. Axis Securities launches online platform ‘YIELD’ for hassle free investment in bond, debenture

e Axis Securities has launched a first-of-its-kind initiative called ‘YIELD’, that will allow retail investors direct
access to the debt instruments,

e YIELD is an online platform to buy and sell bonds as well as debentures in the secondary market.

e It will remove the hassle of filling up physical forms and even the need for separate KYC with the bond
institutions.

e The product shall aggregate only ‘AAA’ to ‘A’ rated quality debt instruments available for investment in
the secondary market, to facilitate transactions in secure options only.

e Through this product, retail investors will get access to bonds, which were earlier available only to the
large corporations, family offices, or HNlIs.

6. Tlerare FAeFARENST o 7S, TSR # TR FHerd ¥der o foTT JHieTerst Colewhial 'YIELD' el fehar
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ufrad RAFREST & EL VIELD ‘ATH & 39+l e i Tgell Tgel Y& HI g, St Reer faerent 1 3¢
YIELD Teh 3{TeTclTSeT Colchia ¢ oIl §1es o HTY-TTY Jhsl AThe H f3aR Wliea 3R saar & faw &

g SlfcTeh BIA HTeT I TRATAT Y T M 3R T§T Teh o o715 HEATHAT & AL AT harsdl i
3TaRI AT AT

3cUTe shdol GRIETT faehedl # oieieat T giaer & fav, gfachae sk # fAder & fov 3uest v s
I[UTAeAT aTel K UT SYUT o ToTT Shlel 'TUT' Uehf M|

$9 3cU1E & FAEAH W, eIl AU Y dles Foh Tga g1ed g1of, S ggel hofer 93 fAeraAl, gRar
FRATAT IT TATH3ITS & foIT 3Tt |

Appointment

Economic Affairs Secretary Tarun Bajaj gets additional charge of Revenue Secretary

Centre has given additional charge of the post of Revenue Secretary to the current Economic Affairs
Secretary Tarun Bajaj.

Bajaj, a 1988-batch Haryana-cadre IAS officer, replaces Finance Secretary Ajay Bhushan Pandey, upon his
superannuation on February 28, 2021.

Pandey, a 1984 batch Indian Administrative Service (IAS) Officer of Maharashtra cadre took charge of
Revenue Secretary on November 30, 2018.

Later, in March 2020, following his seniority among five Secretaries in the Finance Ministry, he was
designated as Finance Secretary.

7. 3T ATHT & TG JE0T ST &Y TTEd AT &1 3faRea TaR

Fg 7 gIATT T AT & T TE0T SoiTaT Y Tored i & U &1 AfaRed TR fGar |

TTST, 1988-34 o gRATUM-hsT o ASTTH HRSRY, foced AT 31T N0 9IS T 5978, 28 e,
2021 &I 3eThT aTioIgicd T |

1984 ST & HRATT YITH T IaT (IAS) ISR, AGRTSE s o TIRRT of 30 AdeR, 2018 Fl AT
Hid T TGHR FHTe|

a1 H, AT 2020 H, e #IerT H giwr GiRAGT & T 37T aIRSSAT & 1€, ¢ dcd i & §9 F
AR foRaT aram am|

Indian Economist Ligia Noronha appointed as Assistant Secretary-General of UN

Leading Indian economist Ligia Noronha has been appointed as the Assistant Secretary-General and Head
of the New York Office of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP).

Noronha will succeed fellow Indian and development economist Satya Tripathi.

Noronha, who is working with UNEP since 2014, is an economist with over 30 years of international
experience in the field of sustainable development.

Prior to joining the UNEP, Noronha worked at The Energy and Resources Institute (TERI) in New Delhi as
Executive Director (Research Coordination) and as Director of the Division on Resources, Regulation and
Global Security.

UNEP Headquarter: Nairobi, Kenya

8. R AT TATAT FARITET hT Tl ASE & WEIAeh AT oh & H oA geret fohvam aram




9. TR el o AT g Y thaTel R e & Tgel ardy 3 T3N3 & & F forgera fopam aram

Obituary

30Tt ARCART AN T AT T HYerd TS GATEOT HRIHH (UNEP) o w31 ATl &
g AT 3R 9@ o &9 A fogerd fonar s g

ARIeET @rel TRA 3R [ 31 T FUTdT il et SATTT |

ARITET, S 2014 & JUASHT & AT HIH Y @I &, TART fdahra & &7 7 30 § 318 auf & FRTET
317879 & ATY Teh AT B

UNEP 3 QAW 8l & 98!, siRleal of oI5 ool H & TeAoll Us RARS $¥EIeIE (TERN) H SRR
fAgere (IeqauTe TH-ad) R Taree, fafaese 3R AfRasw gram R g1 & fAcereh & &9 7 Fer
e

UNEP HTITeY: w16, sheal

Indian-Origin Naureen Hassan appointed as First VP & COO of Federal Reserve Bank

Indian-origin Naureen Hassan has been appointed as the first Vice President and Chief Operating Officer
(COO0) of the New York-based Federal Reserve Bank, by the Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve
System.

The 25-year Hassan will take over the new role with effect from March 15, 2021.

With this new role, Hassan will become the second highest ranking officer of the New York Fed as well as
an alternate voting member of the Federal Open Market Committee.

Prior to this, she was the Chief Digital Officer for Morgan Stanley Wealth Management (MSWM).

HRAT H & AT g0 1 Hee Rad fAEes & a1 1S ganT g2 Feua hete Rerd §& &
Tl SUTEET 3R HET TRl JAHRY (F3N37M) & €9 A g har g

25 I §HeT 15 AT, 2021 A 7S AT HHTelT |

3H 19 S{[HHT F WY, §He] w1 B3 F g ¥ I3 ¥feher 31Ty a=iar 3R ey & s 3T
AThE FAET & dhfoud Afear TeET gl

SHY UG, G Hl4lel Teololl dod Helstie (MSWM) i H&T f3foiee 3ty i

10.

10. FHYE TH & HeFeT AR R ALY & e2reh TH St Silol HYC A1 71 a8 1 35 & foversT gr aram

Muthoot Group Chairman & Whole Time Director M G George Muthoot passes away at 71

M G George Muthoot, the Chairman and Whole Time Director of the Muthoot Group, has passed away.
He was 71.

Mr George became the managing director of Muthoot Group in 1979 and its chairman in 1993.

Muthoot Finance Ltd is one the largest gold loan NBFCs in India, headquartered in Kochi, Kerala.

TH St SiTst HYE, YL FHE o HETeT R QU A o [e2reh &7 e g1 Iar g ag 71 a¥ &
|

&1 SiTeT 1979 # FYE Feg & aer fAeeren 3R 1993 7 58 3EgeT o |

HYC Wig=1d [ATHES R T Gd §37 AMes wlist NBFC g, [Sent Fearery sifed, e A 8|
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