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Ranking

1. New Delhi Ranked as World’s most polluted capital city for third straight year, in

2020 World Air Quality Report

o New Delhi has been adjudged as the world’s most polluted capital city for the third straight year in the
2020 World Air Quality Report by Swiss organisation, IQAir.

e Globally, New Delhi is ranked as the 10th most polluted city in the world.

e The top most polluted city of the world is Xinjiang in China.

e This is followed by nine Indian cities as most polluted cities in the world, which are Ghaziabad,
Bulandshahar, Bisrakh Jalalpur, Noida, Greater Noida, Kanpur, Lucknow and Bhiwari.

IQAIr report

e The IQAIr report measures air quality levels based on the concentration of lung-damaging airborne
particles known as PM 2.5, which is measured by ground-based monitoring stations.

e As per the report, India was home to 35 of the world’s 50 most polluted cities, spanning 106 countries,
which means India continues to feature prominently at the top of the most polluted cities ranking.

e The IQAIr report seeks to empower individuals, organizations and communities to breathe cleaner air
through information, collaboration and technology solutions.
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2. Sports Minister Kiren Rijiju and IPU President Duarte Pacheco holds meeting in

New Delhi

e The Union Minister of State for Youth Affairs and Sports Shri Kiren Rijiju held a meeting with the
President of Inter Parliamentary Union, (IPU) Mr Duarte Pacheco in New Delhi on March 16, 2021.
e |PU headquarter: Geneva, Switzerland
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Conference/Summit

3. India-Finland Virtual Summit 2021

e The India-Finland Virtual Summit was held on March 16, 2021, with the participation of Prime Minister
Shri Narendra Modi and Prime Minister of the Republic of Finland Ms. Sanna Marin.

e The virtual summit was organised to discuss the entire gamut of bilateral issues as well as other regional
and multilateral issues of mutual interest.

e The two leaders reviewed the ongoing bilateral engagements and committed to further expand and
diversify the relationship across sectors such as trade and investment, innovation, education, emerging
technologies including Artificial Intelligence, 5G/6G, and quantum computing.

e Finland: Capital: Helsinki; Currency: Euro
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Defence

4. Indian Army Decommissions two of longest serving artillery systems ‘130mm Self

Propelled Catapult Guns’ and ‘160mm Tampella Mortars’ from Service

e The Indian Army decommissioned two of the longest serving artillery systems from service on March 16,
2021 at Mahajan Field Firing Ranges in Rajasthan.

e These include: 130mm Self Propelled M-46 Catapult Guns and the 160mm Tampella Mortars.

e The two weapon systems have been in the inventory of the Indian Army for around 60 years.

e They have been decommissioned to make way for newer equipment with the latest technologies.
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Commiittee

5. Centre forms experts committee for Startup India Seed Fund Scheme; Head: H K
Mittal

e The government has constituted an experts advisory committee for the overall execution and monitoring
of the Startup India Seed Fund Scheme.

e The committee would be chaired by H K Mittal from the Department of Science and Technology.

e The other representatives of the committee would include members from DPIIT, department of
biotechnology, science and technology, electronics and IT, Niti Aayog, and expert members from startup
ecosystem.

e The committee will evaluate and select incubators for allotment of funds under the scheme, monitor
progress and take all necessary measures for efficient utilisation of funds towards fulfilment of objectives
of the scheme.
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Banking News

6. RBI asks banks to implement image-based Cheque Truncation System in all
branches by September 30

e The Reserve Bank of India has asked banks to implement the image-based Cheque Truncation System
(CTS) in all branches by September 30, 2021.

e The CTS clearing mechanism will bring operational efficiency in paper-based clearing and make the
process of collection and settlement of cheques faster resulting in better customer service.

e The CTSis in use since 2010 and presently covers around 1,50,000 branches. However, there are about
18,000 bank branches that are still outside any formal clearing arrangement.

e Therefore to help these bank branches leverage the availability of CTS and provide uniform customer
experience irrespective of location of her/his bank branch, it has been decided to extend CTS across all
bank branches.
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Resignation

7. P K Sinha, Principal Adviser to PM Modi Resigns

e Former Cabinet Secretary P.K. Sinha, the Principal Advisor to the Prime Minister Narendra Modi, has
resigned from the PMO, citing “personal reasons”.

e Sinha, a 1977-batch retired IAS officer from Uttar Pradesh cadre, was appointed Principal Adviser to the
PM in September 2019.

e Before joining the PMO, Sinha was the only one in the history of the IAS to get three extensions as
cabinet secretary, the top cadre post of the service.
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Sports

8. S Dhanalakshmi Beats Dutee Chand To Win 100m Gold in Federation Cup Athletics

e Sprinter S Dhanalakshmi beat national record holder Dutee Chand to win women’s 100m sprint final in
the Federation Cup Senior National Athletics Championships in Patiala on March 16, 2021.

e The 22-year-old Dhanalakshmi of Tamil Nadu clocked 11.39 seconds to become the fastest woman of the
championships. Odisha-based Dutee clocked 11.58 seconds to be placed at second place.

e Another Tamil Nadu runner Archana Suseendran was third in 11.76 seconds. Hima Das was disqualified
after a false start.

e Inmen’s 100m final category, Gurindervir Singh of Punjab won gold in 10.32 seconds, while
Elakkiyadasan Kannada of Tamil Nadu (10.43) and Maharashtra’s Satish Krishnakumar (10.56) were
second and third respectively.
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Obituary

9. Audio cassette tape inventor Lou Ottens passes away at 94

e Lou Ottens, the Dutch engineer who is credited with the invention of the audio cassette tape, has passed
away. He was 94.

e Ottens founded the cassettes in the year 1960s, while he was employed with tech giant Philips. Later it
led to the invention of the first reel-to-reel walkman in 1963.

e Heis also known for helping develop the concept of magnetic tape players and the computer discs (CDs).
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