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Ranking

1. India ranks 40th on International Intellectual Property Index 2021: GIPC

e India has been ranked 40 among 53 global economies in the International Intellectual Property (IP) Index
2021.

e The annual IP Index 2021 was released on March 23, 2021 by the US Chamber of Commerce Global
Innovation Policy Centre (GIPC).

e This is the ninth edition of the IP index released by the GIPC.

e The IP Index evaluates Intellectual Property rights in 53 global economies, based on 50 intellectual
property-related indicators, grouped in 9 categories.

e Categories include: Patent, Copyrights, Trademarks, Design Rights, Trade Secrets and Market Access,
Commercialization of IP Assets, Enforcement, Systematic Efficiency, and International Treaties.

e In 2020 also, India ranked 40th among 53 economies.
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National

2. Hardeep Singh Puri inaugurates Kurnool Airport in Andhra Pradesh

e Shri Hardeep Singh Puri, Minister of State (Independent Charge) for Civil Aviation, inaugurated the
Kurnool Airport, in Andhra Pradesh on March 25, 2021 virtually.

e The flight operations at Kurnool airport will begin from 28 March 2021.

e This airport has been developed under the Regional Connectivity Scheme, Ude Desh Ka Aam Nagrik (RCS-
UDAN).

e Kurnool airport will bring the region closer to major hubs in South India by providing direct flight
operations to Bangalore, Vishakhapatnam and Chennai.
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e Kurnool is the 6th airport in Andhra Pradesh to become functional after Kadapa, Visakhapatnam, Tirupati,
Rajahmundry & Vijayawada.
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3. AYUSH Ministry sets up interdisciplinary team of experts to explore the potential

of Yoga as a productivity enhancing tool

e The Ministry of AYUSH has set up a a high level interdisciplinary committee to explore various aspects of
the Productivity dimension of Yoga.

e The committee would be chaired by Dr. H. R Nagendra, Chancellor, and Swami Vivekananda Yoga
Anusandhana Samsthana (SVYASA).

e The main objective to form this committee is to find answer to following questions:

e (Canyoga be deployed as a productivity boosting tool at the workplace?

e (Can its wider adoption have positive implications on the systematic growth and development of the
economy, and hence the nation?

e Other members of this committee will include representatives from AIIMS New Delhi, IIM Bangalore, IIT
Bombay, various leading Yoga institutions, the corporate sector and the AYUSH Ministry.

e The committee will submit its preliminary recommendations by May 2021.
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Banking & Economy

4. Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman virtually launches Central Scrutiny Centre
and IEPFA mobile App

e The Union Minister for Finance & Corporate Affairs Smt. Nirmala Sitharaman virtually inaugurated
Central Scrutiny Centre (CSC) and Investor Education and Protection Fund Authority’s (IEPFA) Mobile App
on March 25, 2021.

e The two tech-enabled initiatives have been launched by Ministry of Corporate Affairs to leverage digital
solutions to achieve Prime Minister’s vision of ‘Digitally empowered India.

e The Mobile App will focus on financial literacy by spreading investors’ awareness, education, and
protection among investors.

e The Central Scrutiny Centre will scrutinize certain Straight Through Process (STP) Forms filed by the
corporates on the MCA21 registry and flag the companies for more in-depth scrutiny.
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5. Indian Overseas Bank launches ‘IOB Trendy’ Savings Account for Millennials

e  The Indian Overseas Bank (IOB) has launched ‘IOB Trendy’, a Savings Bank account targeted at
Millennials.

e The IOB Trendy savings account will be customised for the growing millennial population in the country
by keeping their banking preferences in mind.

e Eligible Customers age group to open this account should be 21 years to 38 years.
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Sports

6. India Finish Third in 2021 Para Shooting World Cup with 7 Medals

e India ended the 2021 World Shooting Para Sport competitions with seven medals, held at Al Ain in UAE
from 15 to 25 March 2021.

e India finished in third place with two gold medals, one silver and four bronze medals.

o Ukraine topped the medal tally with 11 medals (five gold, five silver and one bronze) followed by host
nation UAE which won five medals (three gold and two silver).
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Books & Author

7. Actor Samir Soni authors book “My Experiments With Silence”

e Actor Samir Soni will come out with his debut book titled “My Experiments With Silence”, which is about
anxiety and self-discovery.

e The book is slated to be released in 2021 end and published by “Om Books International”.

e In the book Soni will present personal account of his dialogues with himself during his growing-up years
in Delhi, his stint at Wall Street and his time in Bollywood.

e He will document in prose and poetry some of his ‘darkest, intense and introspective thoughts’.
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