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International

1. Pakistan successfully test-fires nuclear-capable ballistic missile Shaheen-
1A

e The Pakistan Army successfully test-fired a nuclear-capable surface-to-surface ballistic
missile Shaheen-1A on March 26, 2021.

e The missile has a range of 900 kilometers.

e Shaheen 1-A is equipped with sophisticated and advanced guidance system, which makes it
highly accurate missile system.
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Appointments

2. Denis Sassou Nguesso re-elected as President of Republic of Congo

o The Congolese politician Denis Sassou Nguesso has been re-elected president of the
Republic of the Congo with 88.57 percent of the vote.

e The 77-year-old has been ruling the country for 36 years. He first won the presidential
election in 1979 and ruled for three consecutive terms till 1992.
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Reports

3. World Bank Releases “World Development Report 2021: Data for Better
Lives”

e The “World Development Report 2021: Data for Better Lives” was released by the World
Bank on March 24, 2021.

e The World Development Report focuses on how data can improve the lives of poor people
and advance development objectives, to ensure no one is left behind.

e It highlights the tremendous potential of the changing data landscape to improve the lives of
poor people, at the same time acknowledging its potential to open back doors that can harm
individuals, businesses, and societies.

e Through this report, World Bank aims to support its client countries by identifying where
public and private sector investments are the most critical, defining a rich program for
policy reform and technical assistance, and highlighting areas in which global initiatives can
help to convene and facilitate cross-border cooperation.
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4. 2020 was Best Year for Wind Industry: Global Wind Report 2021

e Despite the COVID-19 pandemic, the year 2020 was the best year in history for the global
wind industry as this sector installed 93GW of new capacity in 2020, according to a new
report titled ‘Global Wind Report 2021, released by the Global Wind Energy Council (GWEC-
Headquarters location: Brussels, Belgium).

o This is the 16th annual flagship report, released by GWEC on March 25, 2021.

e The 93GW represents a 53% year-on-year increase.
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Banking

5. RBI further extends restrictions on PMC Bank for 3 months till 30 June
2021

e The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has once again extended the restriction imposed on scam-
hit Punjab and Maharashtra Cooperative (PMC) Bank for a further period of 3 months till
June 30, 2021.

e The restriction puts curbs on the withdrawals and deposits activity of the lender.

e This restriction was first placed in September 2019, and since then has been consecutively
extended.

e The previous restriction was set to expire on March 31, 2021.
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Awards

6. American Author Carmen Maria Machado Wins 2021 Rathbones Folio
Literary prize

e Noted American author Carmen Maria Machado has won the Rathbones Folio prize for the
year 2021.

o The 34-year-old author has won for her memoir, In the Dream House, released in 2019.

e In the book, the author outlines her experiences in a same-sex relationship with her former
partner, and the abuse she was subjected to.

o The Rathbones Folio Prize is a literary award that was launched by London-based publisher
The Folio Society in the initial two years, that is 2014-2015.

e Then with a gap in 2016, from 2017 Rathbone Investment Management joined as the
sponsor and the name changed from Folio Prize.
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Sports

‘Girl Gang’ announced official song of ICC Women’s World Cup 2022

The Girl Gang, a track by New Zealand singer Jin Wigmore, has been announced as the
official song of the 2022 ICC Women's World Cup. The tournament is to be held in New
Zealand from March 4 to April 3, 2022. Originally scheduled to be held from February 6 to
March 7, 2021, the World Cup was postponed by a year due to the Kovid-19 epidemic.
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Obituary

Noted Odissi Dancer Laxmipriya Mohapatra passes away at 86

Noted Odissi dancer Laxmipriya Mohapatra has has passed away due to old age-related
ailments. She was 86.

Laxmipriya is the wife of legendary classical dancer Kelucharan Mohapatra.

She started her dancing career at an early age at the Annapurna Theatre in Puri in 1947.
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