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1. Unlike the carefully weighted and planned compositions of Dante, Goethe's writings have always
the sense of immediacy and enthusiasm. He was a constant experimenter with life, with ideas,
and with forms of writing for the same reason, his works seldom have the qualities of finish or
formal beauty which distinguish the masterpieces of Dante and Virgil. He came to love the
beauties of classicism but these were never an essential part of his make-up. Instead, the urgency
of the moment, the spirit of the thing, guided his pen. As a result, nearly all his works have
serious flaws of structure of inconsistencies, of excesses and redundancies and extran cities.
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