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CABINET APPROVES ₹76,000 CRORE PUSH FOR SEMICONDUCTOR 

MAKERS  

 The Union Cabinet on Wednesday approved a Rs 76,000 crore policy boost for semiconductor and display manufacturing 

ecosystem in the country in an bid to position India as a global hub for hi-tech production. 

 Announcing the decision of the Cabinet, IT and Telecom Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw observed that electronics plays an 

important role in everyday life, and semiconductor chips forms a crucial part of electronics. 
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 Outlining the details of the scheme, he said the Rs 76,000 crore programme has been approved for the development of 

semiconductors and display manufacturing ecosystem. 

 The scheme is expected to usher in a new era in electronics manufacturing by providing a globally competitive incentive 

package to companies in semiconductors and display manufacturing as well as design. It will strengthen India's technological 

prowess in these areas of strategic importance and economic self-reliance. 

 The programme will give an impetus to semiconductor and display manufacturing by facilitating capital support and 

technological collaborations. 

 The government has lined up an attractive incentive support for companies engaged in silicon semiconductor fabs, display 

fabs, compound semiconductors, silicon photonics, sensors fabs, semiconductor packaging and semiconductor design. 

 The scheme for setting up of semiconductor fabs and display fabs in India will extend fiscal support of up to 50 per cent of 

project cost to eligible applicants. 

 The Centre will work closely with the state governments on high-tech clusters with requisite infrastructure in terms of land, 

semiconductor grade water, power, logistics and research ecosystem, to approve applications for setting up at least two 

greenfield semiconductor fabs and two display fabs in the country. 

 The Ministry of Electronics and IT will take requisite steps for modernisation and commercialisation of semi-conductor 

laboratory (SCL). The IT Ministry will explore the possibility for the Joint Venture of SCL with a commercial fab partner to 

modernise the brownfield fab facility. 

 ''The Scheme for setting up of compound semiconductors / silicon photonics / sensors fabs and Semiconductor ATMP / 

OSAT facilities in India shall extend fiscal support of 30 per cent of capital expenditure, to approved units,'' an official 

release said. 

 At least 15 such units of compound semiconductors and semiconductor packaging are expected to be established with 

government support under this scheme. 

 A Design Linked Incentive (DLI) scheme will offer incentive of up to 50 per cent of eligible expenditure and product 

deployment linked incentive of 6-4 per cent on net sales for five years. 

 ''Support will be provided to 100 domestic companies of semiconductor design for Integrated Circuits (ICs), Chipsets, System 

on Chips (SoCs)... and semiconductor linked design, and facilitating the growth of not less than 20 such companies which 

can achieve turnover of more than Rs 1,500 crore in the coming five years,'' the statement said. 
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 With a view to driving the long-term strategies for developing a sustainable semiconductors and display ecosystem, a 

specialized and independent 'India Semiconductor Mission (ISM)' will also be established. 

 The mission will be led by global experts in semiconductor and display industry and it will act as the nodal agency for 

efficient and smooth implementation of the schemes on Semiconductors and Display ecosystem. 

 The latest package for semiconductors follows similar incentives that have been announced in the recent months and years 

for other part of supply chain including electronic components, sub-assemblies, and finished goods. In all, the government 

has committed support of Rs 2,30,000 crore to position India as global hub for electronics manufacturing with 

semiconductors as the foundational building block. 

 ''In the current geopolitical scenario, trusted sources of semiconductors and displays hold strategic importance and are key 

to the security of critical information infrastructure,'' the release added. 

 The mega package comes amid global supply crunch for semiconductors, used in the making products ranging from 

automobiles to gadgets. 

 Asked when the supply crunch for semiconductors is likely to ease, Vaishnaw observed that massive digitisation took place 

amid COVID and that demand for chips increased all at once. 

 ''Global supply chain imbalance also came in. Today, it is normalising. The industry is saying that in 6-8 months' timeframe, 

chip shortage situation will get normalised,'' he said. 

 The Cabinet also approved incentive scheme for promotion of RuPay Debit Cards and low value (up to Rs 2,000) BHIM-

UPI transactions (Person-to-Merchant) in the country. 

 Under the scheme, the acquiring banks will be incentivised by the government, by way of paying percentage of value of 

transactions (P2M) done through RuPay Debit cards and low-value BHIM-UPI modes of payments, at an estimated financial 

outlay of Rs 1,300 crore for a period of one year effective April 1, 2021, the statement said. 
 

U.S. TESTS LASER WEAPON IN WEST ASIA 

 The U.S. Navy announced on Wednesday it tested a laser weapon and destroyed a flsoating target in West Asia, a system 

that could be used to counter bomb-laden drone boats deployed by Yemen’s Houthi rebels in the Red Sea.  
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 The test on Tuesday saw the USS Portland test-fre its Laser Weapon System Demonstrator at the target in the Gulf of Aden, 

the body of water separating East Africa from the Arabian Peninsula. The Navy’s West Asiabased 5th Fleet described the 

laser as having “successfully engaged” the target in a statement. Previously, the Portland used the laser to bring down a fying 

drone in May 2020.  

 The Gulf of Aden sits along the southern coast of war-torn Yemen, which has been at war since Iranian backed Houthi rebels 

seized its capital, Sanaa, in 2014. A Saudi-led coalition entered the conflict in March 2015 but the stalemate confict has 

dragged on for years, becoming the world’s worst humanitarian disaster and killing an estimated 1,10,000 people. The war 

also has bled into the surrounding waterways, like the Red Sea and the Bab el-Mandeb, which connects the sea to the Gulf 

of Aden. 

 These waterways lead to the Suez Canal and onto the Mediterranean Sea, making them crucial for international shipping and 

global energy supplies. The Houthis have deployed drone boats into these waters, which can be piloted remotely and sent up 

to a target before detonating. 

 These boats are suspected of being built with Iran’s help. The Portland, a San Antonio-class amphibious transport dock, has 

its home port in San Diego. The ship is deployed as part of the Essex Amphibious Ready Group that’s now in West Asia 
 

DURGA PUJA GETS 'INTANGIBLE HERITAGE' TAG  

 The decision was taken at the sixteenth session of the Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible 

Cultural Heritage, which is being held from 13 to 18 December. 

 The meeting, an annual gathering which brings together hundreds of participants representatives of States Parties, non-

governmental organizations, cultural institutions and other stakeholders – from across the globe is being chaired by Punchi 

Nilame Meegaswatte, Secretary-General, Sri Lanka National Commission for UNESCO. 

 "Durga Puja is seen as the best instance of the public performance of religion and art, and as a thriving ground for 

collaborative artists and designers. The festival is characterized by large-scale installations and pavilions in urban areas, as 

well as by traditional Bengali drumming and veneration of the goddess. During the event, the divides of class, religion and 

ethnicities collapse as crowds of spectators walk around to admire the installations 
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 As per Conde Naste Traveller, Durga Puja had been nominated to the Representative List in 2020. 

 India's nominees are proposed by the Sangeet Natak Akademi, which was appointed as the nodal agency for ICH by the 

Union Ministry of Culture in 2011, as per Conde Naste Traveller. 

 In September, West Bengal chief minister Mamata Banerjee had requested the UNESCO to declare Durga Puja, which 

celebrates the victory of Goddess Durga over the demon king Mahishasur,, as "Intangible Cultural Heritage" and a global 

festival. 

WHAT IS THE INTANGIBLE CULTURAL HERITAGE LIST?  

As per UNESCO, inscriptions to the Representative List are one of the several ways by which UNESCO advocates the promotion 

and safeguarding of intangible cultural heritage. 

 WHAT IS CULTURAL HERITAGE? 

 As per the UNESCO website, the term ‘cultural heritage’ has changed content considerably in recent decades, partially 

owing to the instruments developed by UNESCO. 

 "Cultural heritage does not end at monuments and collections of objects. It also includes traditions or living expressions 

inherited from our ancestors and passed on to our descendants, such as oral traditions, performing arts, social practices, 

rituals, festive events, knowledge and practices concerning nature and the universe or the knowledge and skills to produce 

traditional crafts," the website states. 

 "While fragile, intangible cultural heritage is an important factor in maintaining cultural diversity in the face of growing 

globalization. An understanding of the intangible cultural heritage of different communities helps with intercultural 

dialogue, and encourages mutual respect for other ways of life. 

 The importance of intangible cultural heritage is not the cultural manifestation itself but rather the wealth of knowledge and 

skills that is transmitted through it from one generation to the next. The social and economic value of this transmission of 

knowledge is relevant for minority groups and for mainstream social groups within a State, and is as important for 

developing States as for developed ones," the website states. 

 The website further explains cultural heritage as being "traditional, contemporary and living at the same time"; "inclusive";  

"representative" and "community-based". 
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OTHER INTANGIBLE CULTURAL HERITAGE ELEMENTS RECOGNISED BY UNESCO 

 At least 14 intangible cultural heritage elements from India have been inscribed till date on the UNESCO's Representative 

List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity. These include the Kumbh Mela, Novruz, Tradition of Vedic 

chanting, Ramlila, Kutiyattam, Sanskrit theatre; Ramman, religious festival and ritual theatre of the Garhwal 

Himalayas; Kalbelia folk songs and dances of Rajasthan; and Chhau dance. 

CABINET APPROVES EXTENSION OF PRADHAN MANTRI KRISHI 

SINCHAI YOJANA BY FIVE YEARS 

 The decision was taken in the meeting of the Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi. Jal Shakti Minister 

Gajendra Singh Shekhawat gave this information to reporters after the meeting of the Union Cabinet. He said that the cabinet 

has approved the continuation of Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchai Yojana from 2021-22 to 2025-26, which will benefit about 

22 lakh farmers, out of which 2.5 lakh are scheduled caste and 2 lakh scheduled tribe farmers. 

 According to the government statement, the total cost is estimated to be Rs 93,068 crore. The focus will be on the completion 

of 60 ongoing projects, including new ones included under the Accelerated Irrigation Benefit Program, it said. According 

to the statement, 4.5 lakh hectares will be irrigated under the rejuvenation of water bodies through surface water sources 

under Har Khet Ko Pani section and 1.5 lakh hectares under ground water irrigation in suitable blocks. 

PRADHAN MANTRI KRISHI SINCHAI YOJANA 

 Out of about 141 m.Ha of net area sown in the country, about 65 million hectare (or 45%) is presently covered under 

irrigation. Substantial dependency on rainfall makes cultivation in unirrigated areas a high risk, less productive profession. 

Empirical evidences suggest that assured or protective irrigation encourages farmers to invest more in farming technology 

and inputs leading to productivity enhancement and increased farm income. 
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 Launched in 2015, the overreaching vision of Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchayee Yojana (PMKSY) is to ensure access to 

some means of protective irrigation to all agricultural farms in the country, to produce ‘per drop more crop’, thus bringing 

much desired rural prosperity. 

 

OBJECTIVES 

The broad objectives of PMKSY include 

 Achieve convergence of investments in irrigation at the field level (preparation of district level and, if required, sub district 

level water use plans). 

 Enhance the physical access of water on the farm and expand cultivable area under assured irrigation (Har Khet ko pani). 

 Integration of water source, distribution and its efficient use, to make best use of water through appropriate technologies and 

practices. 

 Improve on - farm water use efficiency to reduce wastage and increase availability both in duration and extent. 

 Enhance the adoption of precision - irrigation and other water saving technologies (More crop per drop). 

 Enhance recharge of aquifers and introduce sustainable water conservation practices. 

 Ensure the integrated development of rainfed areas using the watershed approach towards soil and water conservation, 

regeneration of ground water, arresting runoff, providing livelihood options and other NRM activities. 

 Promote extension activities relating to water harvesting, water management and crop alignment for farmers and grass root 

level field functionaries. 

 Explore the feasibility of reusing treated municipal waste water for peri - urban agriculture. 

 Attract greater private investments in irrigation. 

 

SCHEME COMPONENTS 

 PMKSY consists of three major components implemented by various ministries. They are as follows. 

 Department of Water Resources, River Development and Ganga Rejuvenation, Ministry of Jal Shakti 



 

8 | P a g e  

• Component : Accelerated Irrigation Benefits Programme (AIBP) 

• Component : Har Khet Ko Pani (HKKP) 

 Sub component : Command Area Development (CAD) 

 Sub component : Surface Minor Irrigation (SMI) 

 Sub component : Repair, Renovation and Restoration (RRR) of Water Bodies 

 Sub component : Ground Water Development 

 Department of Land Resources, Ministry of Rural Development 

•  Component : Watershed Development  

 Department of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare, Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare 

•      Component : Per Drop More Crop  

 

A THORN IN PAKISTAN-BANGLADESH RELATIONS  

 Five decades after Bangladesh’s victory in 1971, an apology from Islamabad for events of the period is overdue 

 December 16, “Bijoy Dibosh”, is celebrated in Bangladesh as the day marking the country’s formal victory over Pakistan 

after then chief of the Armed Forces of Pakistan, General Amir Abdullah Khan Niazi, surrendered with 93,000 forces to 

joint forces led by the Bangladeshi freedom fghters, popularly known as “Mukti Bahini” and the Indian armed forces.  

 The systemic ignorance towards and disrespect of the civil and political rights of then East Pakistan’s Bengali population 

by their counterparts in West Pakistan sparked mass protests in March 1971 which ultimately ended in a brutal confict. Over 

three million Bangladeshis lost their lives and thousands of women were subjected to assault. As Bangladesh commemorates 

50 years of its historic victory, it is worth revisiting exactly why Pakistan’s leadership has remained hesitant so far to offer 

a formal apology to those aggrieved and what this means for the future of Bangladesh-Pakistan relations.  

BROKEN PLEDGES  

 The humiliating nature of the defeat left strong feelings within Pakistan’s military establishment, reflected in the increase 

in the country’s defence budget  from $635 million to over $1 billion by the end of the 1970s. Despite then Pakistan leader 

Zulfkar Ali Bhutto being fully aware of the scale of atrocities committed, according to the Hamoodur Rahman (former Chief 
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Justice of Pakistan) Commission Report from July 1972, Pakistan put forth a carefully crafted “forgive and forget” narrative 

during the tripartite agreement in 1974.  

 This was the frist instance when Islamabad came close to acknowledging excesses committed by “some” of its armed forces 

and promised to hold them accountable at war crime tribunals that led to Bangladesh handing over hundreds of Prisoners 

of War as a reconciliatory measure. Five decades later, however, none has been brought to book. During the state visit of 

former Pakistan President Pervez Musharraf to Bangladesh in 2002, he expressed regret for the death en masse in 1971 

while visiting a national war memorial but fell short of the formal apology that Bangladesh has been seeking. Despite 

acknowledging a susceptibility to offcial state propaganda that branded Bengali demonstrators of the 1970s as “terrorists, 

militants, insurgents, or Indian-backed fighters” in his autobiography from 2011, Pakistan’s Prime Minister Imran Khan 

has toed the offcial state narrative on the issue.  

 Pakistan has attempted to gesticulate its intent to strengthen diplomatic relations and economic ties with Bangladesh in 

recent years without necessarily making the concerted eforts needed for reconciliation. Largely perceived to be under control 

of the armed forces, Pakistan’s offcial position and narrative on the events of 1971 are a fair distance from case studies 

elsewhere. Particularly after Pakistan’s Foreign Office dismissed Bangladesh’s fresh demands in 2009 for an apology for 

the atrocities committed in 1971.  

 Unwise moves Opposed to Bangladesh’s independence, the Jamaat-e-Islami and its student wing, Islami Chatro Shangha, 

along with splinter groups such as the Razakar, alBadr, and al-Shams were among the local outfts that aided Pakistan’s 

armed forces. After coming to power in 2009, the current Bangladesh government led by Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has 

prosecuted and in some cases executed senior leaders of the Jamaat-e-Islami which did not go very well with their 

counterparts in Pakistan’s political establishment. 

 In particular, the resolution by Pakistan Parliament led by MP Sher Akbar Khan in 2016 protesting hangings of war criminals 

of 1971 drew sharp reaction and protest from Bangladesh. In 2015, the University of Dhaka cut of ties with the Pakistani 

establishment in protest against the cold-blooded assassination of numerous prominent intellectuals, academicians, and 

thinkers of Bangladesh on December 14, 1971 just few days before the country formally earned victory. 

 In May 2021, 113 years after Germany’s colonial government massacred approximately 80,000 Herero and Nama people 

in Namibia between 1904-08, Foreign Minister Heiko Maas acknowledged it as a “genocidal” event, seeking forgiveness 

and ofering $1.35 billion to spend on development projects over 30 years. Nazi war criminals accused of participating in 
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the Holocaust continue to stand trial and any attempt of denial is met with punishment. Pakistan’s attempts at whitewashing 

their responsibility for 1971 have been criticised and Prime Minister Hasina has shared with the Pakistani High 

Commissioner to Bangladesh how it is difficult for Bangladesh to forget about atrocities by Pakistan in the 1971 war.  

COUNTRY COMPARISON 

 Bangladesh’s progress in the last 50 years has been remarkable in key performance indicators such as exports, social 

progress, and fiscal prudence, all of which eclipse Pakistan’s growth during the same period. Bangladesh’s GDP growth, 

for example, stands at 7.9% while Pakistan is at 1.5%. Bangladesh’s GDP per capita had grown by 9% in 2020 rising to 

$2,227 while Pakistan remains at $1,543. Bangladesh’s export volume and foreign exchange reserves are almost twice as 

that of Pakistan’s as well as its position on the global passport index, microcredit fnancing, and women’s rights. 

 In literacy, Pakistan lags behind with 58% to Bangladesh’s 75%. In 1971, Pakistan and Bangladesh remained neck-and-

neck on fertility rates seven live births per woman. Today, according to the World Bank, Bangladesh’s fertility rate stands 

at 2.01 while Pakistan is at 3.45, indicating the enormous progress the former has made.  

 Safety and security remain pressing concerns as well. Pakistan has lost many civilians to terrorist attacks between 2000 and 

2019. Concerns of terrorism, radicalisation, and extremism continue to hurt Pakistan’s potential and credibility, making it 

unsafe to travel to, and in many instances unattractive to trade and invest. On the other hand, Bangladesh has been praised 

for its tough stance against any form of fundamentalism and radicalisation and boasts a moderate Muslim majority country 

with liberal and progressive socio-cultural values. 

 For a new chapter For Pakistan to bury its past to start a new chapter in its relations with Bangladesh, taking responsibility 

and ensuring accountability for events of the period is a critical frist step. Expressing hope and sincerity for reconciliation 

and friendship stands hollow without any mention of 1971. Before one can start forgetting, one has to be able to forgive. 

How can Bangladesh forget when Pakistan has not even ofered an apology which could have started the healing process for 

a country which saw millions die, thousands assaulted and where there was much shedding of so much blood and tears in 

the process? This is a much needed step to heal historical wounds and help both countries forge better diplomatic and 

economic relations in the coming days for realising a shared vision for the region’s future. 
 

THE SPEAKER WHO STIFLED DEBATE  
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 The Speaker has ample power to quell disorderly behaviour, but thereafter, the House is the master 

 November 29, 2021, will be remembered as a black day in the history of India’s parliamentary democracy. On that day, by 

a fell blow, the custodian of the Lok Sabha’s rights, its Speaker Om Birla, struck at the very raison d’etre of the House. 

Historically and constitutionally Parliament is no legislature machine. It is the grand inquest of the nation.  

 In Britain and in India, debates long preceded legislation. What is particularly repulsive is that the outrage was orchestrated. 

Hours before the House met, Prime Minister Narendra Modi laid down the law in the very terms that the Speaker used in 

his ruling. At the Business Advisory Committee, which met shortly before the House, BJP members dutifully said ditto. 

  

HOLDING THE HOUSE TO RANSOM 

 The Farm Laws Repeal Bill, 2021, sought to repeal three contentious farm laws. The Agriculture Minister, Narendra Singh 

Tomar, introduced the Bill for “consideration” and adoption, which implies after debate. This was fortifed by his attacks on 

the Opposition’s “hypocritical attitude”. The Opposition had a right to rebut this but this right was denied to it. The Speaker 

ruled, “I will allow the discussion only when the House is in order”. 

 The Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business in Lok Sabha give him no right or power to hold the House to ransom 

unless such assurances are given in advice. No self-respecting Opposition will submit to this. The Rules give him ample 

power to enforce order after it has been disrupted.  

 The Minister arrogated to himself the right to decide that there was no need for a debate because there was a consensus on 

the repeal of the three Acts. This is disingenuous. The Acts remained to be discussed. As the All India Kisan Sabha pointed 

out, the three Acts did not include safeguards to prevent profteering and monopoly by corporates and private entities. The 

Opposition was denied the right to move amendments to the repealing Bill.  

 The Minister went further still. He said that a debate would have no tangible results. Why then hold debates on foreign 

policy, for instance? Was the House not entitled to move an amendment to legal guarantees for Minimum Support Price? 

The Rules of Procedure are drafted to ensure a free debate, not to stifle it.  

 There is not a single Rule or Standing Order which empowers the Speaker to act as Mr. Birla did. Consider Rule 362(1) to 

begin with: “At any time after a motion has been made, any member may move that the question be now put, and unless it 

appears to the Speaker that the motion is an abuse of these rules or an infringement of the right of reasonable debate, the 
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Speaker shall then put the motion that the question be now put.” Closure cannot be imposed without a prior debate. Rule 

363(1) says:  

 Whenever the debate on any motion in connection with a Bill or on any other motion becomes unduly protracted, the 

Speaker may, after taking the sense of the House, fix a time limit for the conclusion of discussion on any stage or all stages 

of the Bill or the motion, as the case may be”. It is the “sense of the House”, not the Speaker’s opinion, which governs.  

 

THE SPEAKER’S POWERS  

 The Speaker has ample power to quell disorderly behaviour. But thereafter, the House is the master. It can overrule the 

Speaker (Rule 374A). The Speaker can adjourn the House or suspend a sitting. 

 The Speaker has no power to refuse a debate unless an undertaking is given for good conduct in future. Debates are meant 

for the edifcation of the people and are, in turn, influenced by public opinion. As Ivor Jennings wrote in his classic on 

Parliament, “It is not the control of the Government by the House but the fact that its dislikes are often a representation of 

electoral dislikes that makes debate important.” Jennings wrote, “Obstruction is an ordinary part of parliamentary 

procedure”. 

 The Rules of Procedure provide precisely what Erskine May’s Parliamentary Practice prescribes. In the event of grave 

disorder, the Speaker may adjourn the House or suspend the sittings. He cannot stipulate good behaviour as condition for 

debate. What happens in our Parliament is nothing compared to the “rowdyism” in the House of Commons which Philip 

Norton specifed in The Times of July 7, 1990. Yet, he warned that “to limit the capacity of the House to debate is to frustrate 

the very purpose of the institution, and so undermine support for the system of government.” MPs must draw up a 

documented statement on the matter, based on India’s Rules of Procedure and those of the U.K., Canada and Australia, in 

assertion of their rights and those of the people they represent. In fairness, the Speaker should be invited, most respectfully, 

to indicate the Rule under which he acted on November 29, 2021. 
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