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LOK SABHA PASSES BILL TO LINK ELECTORAL ROLLS WITH 

AADHAAR 

 The Election Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2021 seeks to allow electoral registration officers to seek Aadhaar number of people 

who want to register as voters "for the purpose of establishing the identity". 

 It also seeks to allow the electoral registration officers to ask for Aadhaar number from "persons already included in the 

electoral roll for the purposes of authentication of entries in electoral roll, and to identify registration of name of the same 

person in the electoral roll of more than one constituency or more than once in the same constituency". 

 At the same time, the amendment bill makes it clear that "no application for inclusion of name in the electoral roll shall be 

denied and no entries in the electoral roll shall be deleted for inability of an individual to furnish or intimate Aadhaar number 

due to such sufficient cause as may be prescribed". 

 Such people will be allowed to furnish other alternative documents as may be prescribed. 

 According to the bill circulated to Lok Sabha members ahead of its introduction, various sections of the Representation of 

the People Act, 1950 and 1951 will be amended. 

 The Statement of Objects and Reasons of the bill states that Section 23 of the RP Act, 1950 will be amended to allow linking 

of electoral roll data with the Aadhaar ecosystem "to curb the menace of multiple enrolment of the same person in different 

places". 

 Amendment to section 14 of the RP Act, 1950 will allow to have four "qualifying" dates for eligible people to register as 

voters. 

 As of now, January 1 of every year is the sole qualifying date. 

 People who turn 18 on or before January 1 can register as voters. Those turning 18 after that have to wait for one whole year 

to register as voters. 

 Now, "the 1st day of January, 1st day of April, 1st day of July and 1st day of October in a calendar year" will be the qualifying 

dates in relation to the preparation or revision of electoral rolls. 

 Amendment to section 20 of the RP Act, 1950 and section 60 of the RP Act, 1951 will allow the elections become gender 

neutral for service voters. 
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 The amendment will also help replace the word "wife" with the word "spouse" making the statutes "gender neutral". 

 An Armyman's wife is entitled to be enrolled as a service voter, but a woman Army officer's husband is not, according to 

provisions in the electoral law. With "wife" being replaced by the term "spouse", this will change. 

 

SIX ADDITIONAL SEATS FOR JAMMU, ONE FOR KASHMIR 

PROPOSED 

 The Jammu and Kashmir Delimitation Commission on Monday proposed to increase six seats for the Jammu division and 

one for the Kashmir division, besides reserving 16 seats for the Scheduled Castes (SC) and the Scheduled Tribes in the Union 

Territory, triggering sharp reactions from the regional parties. The Kashmir division currently has 46 seats and Jammu 37. 

The commission, headed by Justice Ranjana Prakash Desai (retd.), met the five associate members  two MPs from the BJP 

and three from the National Conference — in New Delhi on Monday. The National Conference had earlier boycotted the 

commission. The commission has not specified the districts where the SC and ST seats would be reserved. It told the associate 

members that the 2011 census was the basis for carving out the new seats. According to the census, the population of the 

Kashmir division was 68.8 lakh and Jammu 53.5 lakh. The draft proposal added that nine seats would be reserved for the 

Scheduled Tribes and seven for the Scheduled Castes. Jammu and Kashmir will now have a 90-member Legislative 

Assembly, up from the 87 prior to the Centre’s decision to end the special constitutional position of the erstwhile State 

 

WHAT DELIMITATION  

 Delimitation is the process of fixing limits or boundaries of territorial constituencies in a country to represent changes in 

population. 

 As a result of the delimitation process, the number of seats allocated to different states in the Lok Sabha and the total number 

seats in a Legislative Assembly of a state can also alter. 

 The redrawing of boundaries is based on a recent census.  
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 The body that does the delimitation exercise is called the Delimitation Commission. 

WHY IS DELIMITATION OF CONSTITUENCIES DONE 

Delimitation is conducted for the following reasons: 

1. To have equal representation for equal segments of a population. 

2. .To have a fair division of geographical areas so that no political party has an undue advantage over the others. 

3. .To adhere to the principle: “One Vote One Value”. 

 

HOW IS DELIMITATION DONE? 

 After every census, the Parliament will enact a Delimitation Act, as per Article 82. 

 As per Article 170, the states also get classified into territorial constituencies after every census, according to the said Act. 

 Once the Act is enacted, the Central Government sets up a Delimitation Commission. 

 The Commission then exercises the delimitation. 

 

DELIMITATION COMMISSION 

The Delimitation Commission is a high-level body set up by an act of the Parliament. 

•It is appointed by the country’s President. 

•It works in tandem with the Election Commission of India. 

•Delimitation Commission Members: 
1. A retired judge of the Supreme Court 

2. The Chief Election Commissioner 

3. State Election Commissioners (of the respective states) 

 

FUNCTIONS OF DELIMITATION COMMISSION 
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 The Delimitation Commission is a high power body whose orders have the force of law. Its orders cannot be questioned in 

a court of law. The copies of the orders are laid before the Lok Sabha and the legislative assemblies concerned, but no 

change is permitted in them. 

 The Delimitation Commission has to determine the number and boundaries of constituencies in such a manner that the 

population of all seats is the same, as far as possible practically. 

 The Commission also identifies the seats to be reserved for the scheduled castes and scheduled tribes communities, in areas 

where their population is significant. 

 If the members of the Commission have differing opinions, then the decision of the majority will be taken into consideration. 

 The Commission releases draft proposals to the public through the Gazette of India and the official gazettes of states, and 

also in regional language newspapers. 

 It also conducts public sittings wherein the public’s opinion is heard through written or oral representations. If found 

appropriate, changes are made to the draft proposal. 

 The final order is published in the Gazettes and comes into effect by a date specified by the President. 

DELIMITATION COMMISSIONS  

 The first delimitation exercise was conducted by the Indian President (with the help of the Election Commission) in 1950-

51. The Delimitation Commission Act was enacted in 1952. 

There have been four Delimitation Commissions: 

1. 1952 

2. 1963 

3. 1972 

4. 2002 

There were no such commissions after the census in 1991 and 1981. 

 

DELIMITATION PROBLEMS 
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 Because of the delimitation process, states that have not achieved any significant strides in reducing their population could 

end up with larger numbers of seats in the Parliament. In 2008, delimitation was based on the census of 2001, however, the 

total number of seats in the Parliament and the Legislative Assemblies fixed as per the census of 1971 was not changed. 

Another problem is that the Constitution of India has put a cap on the maximum number of seats in the Lok Sabha to 550 

and Rajya Sabha to 250. So, because of delimitation, an increasing number of populations are being represented by a single 

representative. 

 An amendment has postponed the lifting up of the cap on the maximum seats in the parliament to the year 2026, on the 

grounds that a uniform growth rate of population would be achieved by 2026 throughout India. 

SEBI HALTS FUTURES TRADING IN KEY CROPS 

 Market regulator Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) on Monday issued an order suspending futures trading in 

paddy (non-basmati), wheat, Bengal gram (chana dal), mustard seeds and its derivatives, soyabean and its derivatives, crude 

palm oil and green gram (moong dal) for a year, in a move believed to stem rising prices. SEBI directed stock exchanges in 

commodity derivatives segment not to undertake any trading in derivative contracts in these key farm commodities with 

immediate effect. For a year “No new contract shall be launched till further orders. In respect of running contracts, no new 

position will be allowed to be taken. Only squaring up of position will be allowed,” the regulator said in its order. “These 

directions will be implemented with immediate effect. The above mentioned directions are applicable, for a period of one 

year,” it added. The government and the Reserve Bank of India are struggling to hold down the prices of food items to curb 

inflation and Monday’s measures are believed to be a step in this direction. 

 

WHAT IS SEBI 

 SEBI is a statutory regulatory body established on the 12th of April, 1992. The head office of SEBI is at Bandra Kurla 

Complex, Mumbai. 
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STRUCTURE OF SEBI 

 SEBI has a corporate framework comprising of various departments each managed by a department head. There are about 

20 departments under SEBI. Some of these departments are corporation finance, economic and policy analysis, debt and 

hybrid securities, enforcement, human resources, investment management, commodity derivatives market regulation, legal 

affairs, and more. The hierarchical structure of SEBI consists of the following members: 

1. The chairman of SEBI is nominated by the Union Government of India. 

2. Two officers from the Union Finance Ministry will be a part of this structure. 

3. One member will be appointed from the Reserve Bank of India. 

4. Five other members will be nominated by the Union Government of India. 

 

FUNCTIONS OF SEBI 

1. SEBI is primarily set up to protect the interests of investors in the securities market. 

2. It promotes the development of the securities market and regulates the business. 

3. SEBI provides a platform for stockbrokers, sub-brokers, portfolio managers, investment advisers, share transfer agents, 

bankers, merchant bankers, trustees of trust deeds, registrars, underwriters, and other associated people to register and 

regulate work. 

4. It regulates the operations of depositories, participants, custodians of securities, foreign portfolio investors, and credit rating 

agencies. 

5. It prohibits insider trading, i.e. fraudulent and unfair trade practices related to the securities market. 

6. It ensures that investors are educated on the intermediaries of securities markets. 

7. It monitors substantial acquisitions of shares and take-over of companies. 

8. SEBI takes care of research and development to ensure the securities market is efficient at all times. 

 

AUTHORITY AND POWER OF SEBI 
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The SEBI has three main powers:  

i. Quasi-Judicial: SEBI has the authority to deliver judgements related to fraud and other unethical practices in terms of the 

securities market. This helps to ensure fairness, transparency, and accountability in the securities market.  

ii. Quasi-Executive: SEBI is empowered to implement the regulations and judgements made and to take legal action against 

the violators. It is also authorised to inspect Books of accounts and other documents if it comes across any violation of the 

regulations.  

iii. Quasi-Legislative: SEBI reserves the right to frame rules and regulations to protect the interests of the investors. Some of 

its regulations consist of insider trading regulations, listing obligations, and disclosure requirements. These have been 

formulated to keep malpractices at bay. Despite the powers, the results of SEBI’s functions still have to go through the 

Securities Appellate Tribunal and the Supreme Court of India. 

MCA21 PORTAL: THIRD VERSION IN THE WORKS’ 

 The development and testing of various modules of the corporate affairs ministry’s MCA21 portal, which will leverage 

analytics, artificial intelligence and machine learning, is in progress, Union minister Rao Inderjit Singh told the Lok Sabha 

on Monday. MCA21 is the key platform for companies to submit the required documents and fi•lings under the companies 

law and the LLP Act. Besides, it provides public access to corporate information. An MCA lab would also be set up as part 

of the third version of MCA21 for improving data analytics, the Minister of State for Corporate Affairs said in a written 

reply. 

AN OVERVIEW OF MCA PORTAL  

 The Ministry of Corporate Affairs (MCA) has an official “MCA web portal” (www.mca.gov.in) which provides several 

facilities for LLPs and companies, i.e. from incorporation to closure. It is the one-stop destination to find all the details 

related to companies. It is easy to access for the public, professionals, partners, directors, regulatory authorities, companies 

and LLPs.  
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PANEX-21 

PANEX-21 is a Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief Exercise. It is to be held for the BIMSTEC countries. 

HIGHLIGHTS 

 The exercise is planned to be conducted from 20-22 December 2021 at Pune.  

 It will witness participation from subject matter experts and delegates from India, Bangladesh, Nepal, Bhutan, Myanmar, 

Sri Lanka and Thailand. 

 The main aim of the exercise is to build regional cooperation in responding to natural disasters. 

 

SIGNIFICANCE OF THE EXERCISE 

 Recently, the cyclones in Bay of Bengal are becoming more disastrous. This is mainly due to climate change. The increase 

in surface sea temperature is making the cyclones more powerful. The increase in sea – surface temperature increases the 

wind speeds of the cyclones. The devastation caused by Cyclone Amphan was 13 billion USD. 

 The unplanned development in Ecological Sensitive Zones fails to address the risks posed by the increasingly intense 

cyclones. 

 For these reasons, it is essential to remain prepared. Therefore, there is a need for international cooperation among the 

coastal countries. 

 

THE BAY OF BENGAL INITIATIVE FOR MULTI-SECTORAL TECHNICAL AND ECONOMIC COOPERATION 

(BIMSTEC)  

 It is a regional organization comprising seven Member States lying in the areas of the Bay of Bengal. 

 This organization came into being in 1997 through the Bangkok Declaration. 

 Member country: Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Nepal, Sri Lanka, Myanmar and Thailand. 



 

10 | P a g e  

 Five of these seven countries- India, Nepal, Sri Lanka, Bhutan and Bangladesh- are from South Asia while the remaining 

two, Thailand and Myanmar, are from Southeast Asia. 

 The group remained dormant for many years till it was revived a few years ago as an alternative to the South Asian 

Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC), which despite having the potential, has not been able to move forward due 

to friction between India and Pakistan. 

 With a focus on intra-regional cooperation, the BIMSTEC has also formed a platform with the SAARC and the Association 

of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) member countries. 

 SECRETARIAT: Dhaka, Bangladesh. 

 

A STRATEGIC BULWARK 

 India must redouble efforts towards Central Asia to counter the ‘Great Game’ rivalries 

 The third India-Central Asia Dialogue convened by External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar on Sunday is one in a series of 

timely connections to the region by New Delhi this year, spurred in some measure by events in Afghanistan.  

 The dialogue has been held a month before leaders of all five Central Asian Republics (CARs) come to New Delhi as chief 

guests for the Republic Day celebrations, and a month after National Security Adviser Ajit Doval’s “Regional Security 

Dialogue” with his CAR counterparts to discuss Afghanistan. Among the issues discussed on Sunday were extending 

“immediate” humanitarian aid to Afghanistan, increasing trade, and improving connectivity. It is significant that the CAR 

Foreign Ministers choose to come to New Delhi, an indicator that India’s outreach to Central Asia, a region neglected by 

South Block for several decades, is being reciprocated.  

 The joint statement, that they share a “broad regional consensus” on Afghanistan, is apt, given that, like India, all the Central 

Asian neighbours of Afghanistan worry about the threat of terrorism, radicalisation, narcotics, and refugees. However, unlike 

India, most of the CARs maintain bilateral talks with the Taliban regime; Uzbekistan and Turkmenistan have reopened 

missions there. Trade between India and Central Asia has long languished below $2 billion, with all sides keen to grow this. 

In addition, India’s $1 billion Line of Credit for projects in Central Asia, and connectivity initiatives such as Chabahar port, 
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the International North-South Transport Corridor and the Turkmenistan-Afghanistan-Pakistan-India gas pipeline were all 

part of the dialogue.  

  While the strengthening of India-Central Asia ties and a revival of their traditional, historical and cultural links are much 

needed, it is also important to recognise the geopolitical cross-currents that complicate such efforts. 

  While Russia continues to wield influence in the CAR governments, China’s Belt and Road Initiative and $100 billion trade 

(by some estimates) have made it a central figure in the region.  

 The U.S. has also been seeking a foothold in the region, especially after Afghanistan. Meanwhile, India’s land connectivity 

to Central Asia is hampered by Pakistan which is building strong links and transit trade agreements with each of the CARs. 

The alternative route, via Iran’s Chabahar, has received a setback after the Taliban takeover of Kabul, and the development 

of the Indian-managed Shahid Beheshti terminal there continues to suffer due to the threat of American sanctions. 

  While India has strengthened ties with other parts of Asia, it must now redouble its efforts towards Central Asia if it is to 

counter the ‘Great Game’ rivalries playing out in the region, and reclaim its shared history with countries that are an important 

market, a source for energy, and also a bulwark against the threats of extremism and radicalisation. 

 

THE START OF A MORE AUTHORITARIAN ERA 

 Hong Kong’s first elections after the Beijing backed electoral reforms had a very low voter turnout, going down as much 

as 40% as compared to the 2016 elections. In this piece dated April 7, 2021, Mark Frazier and Jeffrey Wasserstrom explain 

how the new electoral rules introduced by the Communist Party of China (CPC) will completely stifle all forms of 

democratic opposition and dissent.  

 Why should anyone care that the Chinese Government recently made drastic changes to the already undemocratic way in 

which Hong Kong’s Chief Executive and members of its legislature are chosen? As scholars of protest patterns and 

repressive actions, we feel these changes represent a devastating development. Changes in rules related to voting, vetting 

candidates, and apportioning legislative seats in a city that was never fully democratic could seem less alarming than more 

dramatic actions to curtail liberties in Hong Kong. But they are arguably just as threatening to the region’s political future. 

LISTENING TO THE PEOPLE 
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 One way to appreciate the significance of the changes is to consider the long-standing tradition of ‘democracy with Chinese 

characteristics’. The concept is expressed as a pair of characters that are commonly rendered in English as ‘democracy’ but 

stand for more than just electoral campaigns, voting, and other aspects of institutionalised politics. 

  In Cantonese, the characters are pronounced manzyu and on their own they mean ‘people’ and ‘rule’. Manzyu can suggest 

a system in which those who zyu (rule) listen to and provide for the man (people). Crucial to such responsive governance 

are mechanisms of accountability, which include more than simply voicing opposition though elections. Rulers can be 

responsive in different ways, such as listening to protest slogans, reading petitions, and engaging in dialogue with 

representatives of social groups. Under a hybrid regime that combines elements of liberal and illiberal institutions, Hong 

Kong citizens have forced one Chief Executive to step down before his term had ended and another one to decide against 

running for ‘re-selection’ in 2017. Popular protests have also compelled local officials  who were in part trying to show that 

they were willing to listen to the man and stay in power  to withdraw proposals in 2003 and 2012 when it became clear how 

disliked their plans were. In 2003, Beijing wanted the Hong Kong government to pass a law on national security and sedition. 

  The proposal was withdrawn after protests. The same thing happened in 2012 when students led a struggle against the 

introduction of mainland-style patriotic education into local schools. With Beijing’s new electoral rules, and the quashing 

of protest and other forms of opposition since last summer, it is less likely that a future Hong Kong Chief Executive will 

face the threat of removal by popular opposition. The zyu can now rule without much worry about how the man will respond.  

 There is less political space now for the creation of movements like those of 2003 and 2012. Many of the leaders of those 

movements, as well as key participants in the big protest surges of 2014 and 2019, are now incarcerated or in exile. A sketch 

of past electoral practices shows how the latest rules fit into the larger story of the manzyu phenomenon in Hong Kong. 

Deciding who occupies the top spot in the government has always been more a process of selection than election. Colonial 

Governors were appointed by the British Parliament without anyone in Hong Kong having a say. 

 Since the 1997 Handover that made Hong Kong a Special Administrative Region of China, Chief Executives have been 

voted into office by an Election Committee comprising 1,200 members, nearly all of them pre-approved by Beijing. The 

list of candidates similarly needed Beijing’s approval. Under Hong Kong’s 1990 Basic Law (the closest thing the city has 

to a Constitution), the Chief Executive enjoys broad powers, but the legislature (Legislative Council, or Legco) holds a key 

check on executive power through a provision that forces a Chief Executive to step down under certain conditions: generally, 

when he or she cannot muster sufficient legislative support on budgetary or “other important bills”. While this contingency 



 

13 | P a g e  

was always remote since it entailed snap elections and a new Legco’s continued opposition to a bill, the recent electoral 

changes now virtually rule out such a scenario. There were always blocks of Legco seats that were effectively controlled 

by the pro-Beijing establishment. Now there are significantly more. 

 

NEW RULES 

 The new arrangement shrinks the number of directly elected seats in Legco from 35 (half of the current 70) to 20, or less 

than one-quarter of the 90 seats in the expanded legislature. The other 70 seats will be split between 30 representatives elected 

from professions and occupations, and an astonishing 40 ‘representatives’ will be chosen by the same Election Committee  

now with 1,500 members  that selects the Chief Executive. And just to be on the safe side, anyone who files to run for the 

legislature must be pre-screened by the Hong Kong government to ensure they possess sufficient ‘patriotic’ credentials. Non 

patriots (e.g., critics of Beijing) need not apply. Even Hong Kong’s courts  once bastions in protections of political speech  

are unlikely to help, since there is no recourse to appeal to them when one’s candidate application is denied on patriotism 

grounds.  

 Being able to remove the Chief Executive was not the only manzyu feature of the old Legco; having a shot at close to half 

the seats also meant that opposition forces could temporarily block unpopular measures, which gave organisers time to ramp 

up street actions. It has always been clear that the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) would be able to prevent anyone it didn’t 

feel it could work with from becoming Hong Kong’s Chief Executive. But the new rules have changed the ‘card game’ from 

one in which the deck was stacked against pro-democracy forces to one in which ‘the house’ will always win  not just after 

a few draws from the deck but from the opening hand. Beijing has also made moves to make activities relating to Legco 

politics similarly stripped of the play of chance. Beyond elections, the new rules also matter because they fit into a broader 

assault on values and processes that have long set Hong Kong apart from cities on the mainland. It has been a political setting 

in which expressions of dissenting views had a clear place, both during the quickly liberalising final years of colonial rule 

and from the Handover until last year. These views could be voiced at most points not only in electoral politics or marches 

but also in annual political rituals and satire that flagged differences from the mainland. Now, though, marches that were 

once considered legal are routinely banned. 

  The popular television show, Headliner, which aired comic sketches that mocked the policies of the colonial Governor 

before, and of the Chief Executive after 1997, has been pulled from the air waves. Student organisations are under pressure 
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to curtail criticisms of the CCP and the Hong Kong government. Students are not permitted to put up critical placards on 

campus bulletin boards called ‘Manzyu Walls’.  All of these herald the arrival of a more authoritarian and less responsive 

era, in which the man of Hong Kong will continue to find ways to voice resistance but will have to do so in subtler ways. 

And in which there is less distance or contrast than ever between the zyu in Hong Kong and the far more powerful rulers in 

Beijing.  
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