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INDIAN ARMY INDUCTS INDIGENOUS AMPHIBIOUS 

RECONNAISSANCE VEHICLE 

 The Indian Army has inducted an Armored Engineer Reconnaissance Vehicle 

(AERV), developed by the Defence Research and Development Organisation 

(DRDO) and manufactured by Bharat Electronics Limited (BEL).  

 The AERV, with about 90% of its components manufactured indigenously, is a 

versatile amphibious Infantry combat vehicle fitted with instruments for water and 

land reconnaissance, along with navigation and data backup facilities.  

 “The first set of indigenously developed next generation Armoured Engineer 

Reconnaissance Vehicle was inducted into the Corps of Engineers of Indian Army in a solemn function attended by Gen MM 

Naravane, the Chief of Army Staff at Pune on Tuesday,” the Defence Ministry said in a statement.    

 The Army said that the AERV is capable of measuring soil bearing capacity of riverbanks to determine if they are motorable 

for military vehicles, which can be critical parameters for bridge laying, as well as measure dry and wet gaps, slopes and 

heights of river banks/canals.  

 The AERV can be navigated using a military grid co-ordination system, while it can measure and plot underwater beds and 

water currents of rivers and canals. The induction of the AERVs is expected to boost the Indian Army’s combat capabilities.    

 The vehicle does not have a gun for defence but is fitted with specialised equipment, including the likes of an echo-sounder, 

water current meter, GPS and a laser range finder, among others.    

 The details with regards to the total number of vehicles in service and the regiment it will serve under remain classified.   
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AMENDMENTS TO MARRIAGE AGE CONTRADICT OTHER 

LAWS 

 The amendments proposed to the anti-child marriage law defines a child as someone under the age of 21 years and contradicts 

laws where the legal age of competence is recognised as 18 years. 

 The Prohibition of Child Marriage (Amendment) Bill, 2021, which seeks to raise the age of marriage for women to 21 years, 

amends the definition of child to mean “a male or female who has not completed twenty-one years of age”. It over-rides 

personal laws of Hindus, Christians, Muslims and Parsis, as well as the Special Marriage Act, 1954. 

 The Lok Sabha has referred this Bill to the Standing Committee after MPs demanded a deeper scrutiny and wider 

consultations. 

 Senior advocate Indira Jaising tweeted: “How patronising and patriarchal to call someone over the age of 18 a ‘child’, ready 

and fit to vote but not to marry, is this constitutional morality.” 

 The 61st Constitutional Amendment Act of 1988 defines the voting age for elections to the Parliament and Legislative 

Assemblies as 18 years. 

 The Majority Act, 1875, defines the age of majority as “”the age of eighteen years and not before”, and as 21 years if a 

guardian is appointed. Under the Indian Contract Act, 1872 a person should have attained the age of majority in order to be 

able to enter into a contract.  

 The law to punish sexual crimes against children, the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act, 2012 too 

recognises a child as someone under the age of 18 and thereby implies that the age of consent for sex is also 18 years. The 



 

4 | P a g e  

law that deals with juvenile offenders (or children in conflict with law) and children who need care and protection, that is, the 

Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection) Act, 2015 does the same. 

 Under the Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education, 2009 that guarantees access to education, a child is someone 

between the ages of six to 14 years. Whereas under the anti-child labour law or the Child Labour (Prohibition and Regulation) 

Amendment Act, 2016, which prohibits the engagement of children in all occupations and bans adolescents in hazardous 

occupations, a child is “a person who has not completed his fourteenth year of age” and an adolescent means “a person who 

has completed his fourteenth year of age but has not completed his eighteenth year”. 

 “At one level, we say that the age to enter into contracts and to vote is 18 years. We are recognising that a person has the 

mental capacity to make decisions that will affect her life commercially or as a citizen, but at the same time when it comes to 

her personal life, she doesn’t have the right to make decisions. The proposed law makes an artificial distinction. By making 

marriages under 21 years invalid, we are criminalising those who marry under this age and depriving them of protections 

under law,”  

 “The term child has a lot connotations in terms of levels of protection required, and capacities and abilities to take decisions. 

Does the government want to bring young people in the age group of 18 years to 21 years into that category?” asks Kavita 

Ratna, convenor, Young Voices, which made a representation to the task force on the age of marriage led by Jaya Jaitley. 

  UN recognises adolescents as a unique group in terms of life choices, sexual identity, political thoughts, decision making, 

etc. 

 In its “General comment No. 20 (2016) on the implementation of the rights of the child during adolescence”, the United 

Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child says that “any investment in young people risks being wasted if their rights 

throughout adolescence do not also receive adequate attention…investment is needed to address the societal drivers serving 

to exclude and marginalize them (adolescents)”. 
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 Tweaking the definition of a child by amending the age criteria should be done only when it enables, and not when it deprives 

someone of their rights, warn experts. 

 “It is necessary to have differential age in terms of determining children’s capacities, but it should be for the advancement of 

their rights and not to take them (their rights) away. In the context of sexuality, we have to look at the age of consent in a 

more nuanced manner and recognise that if there are children above 16 years who are sexually active, and it is a normal part 

of their development, they shouldn’t be criminalised for it. Age doesn’t have to be the same for everything,”.  

THE SUSPENSION OF FUTURES TRADING IN AGRI PRODUCTS  

Why SEBI Suspended Futures Trading In Agri Products 

 The story so far: Securities & Exchange Board of India (SEBI) on Monday issued directions to stock exchanges in the 

commodity derivatives segment for immediately suspending trading in derivative contracts in key farm commodities, namely 

paddy (non-basmati), wheat, chana, mustard seeds and its derivatives, soya bean and its derivatives, crude palm oil and moong 

for a year. 

 The derivative contracts in these commodities were already suspended, as per a SEBI statement on August 16 and October 8, 

respectively. 

WHAT ARE DERIVATIV CONTRACTS 
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 Derivative contracts are between two or more parties where the derivative value is based upon an underlying asset, in this 

case agri commodities. 

 The prices of the derivatives are established by the price fluctuations of the underlying assets. Derivatives can be traded on 

an exchange or over the counter (OTC). 

HOW DOES THE SYSTEM WORK AND WHAT ARE DERIVATIVES TRADING? 

 Derivatives trading takes place when traders speculate on the future price of an asset through buying or selling of derivative 

contracts to maximise profit, as compared to buying the underlying asset outright. 

 Traders also use derivatives for hedging to minimise risk against an existing position. With derivatives, traders can go short 

and make profit from falling asset prices. They also use derivatives to hedge against any existing long positions. The ultimate 

objective is to profit. This is viewed as a deterrent to bring in price discipline in the market. 

WHAT DOES THE SEBI ORDER MEAN? 

 No new contract will be introduced until further orders. In respect of running contracts, no new position will be allowed to be 

taken. Only squaring up of position has been allowed. The imports in such commodities, especially edible oils, would reduce 

in the short term as traders will not have a hedging platform. Hedging, which is speculative in nature, has been made difficult. 

This will lead to release of blocked local produce supplies into the market, which should cool the prices. Imports of 

commodities for speculative gains will be discouraged. 
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WHAT IS THE OBJECTIVE OF THE SUSPENSION? 

 It is to rein in rising prices of essential commodities, which are fuelling inflation. India is the world’s biggest importer of 

vegetable oil and this measure will make it difficult for edible oil importers and traders to transact business since they use 

Indian exchanges to hedge their risk. 

 It is believed that speculators have a role in jacking up prices and this needed to be discouraged to curb inflation and support 

growth as the economy is recovering from COVID-19 impact. 

 The suspension of trading in these commodities follows a communication from the Department of Economic Affairs, which 

is closely monitoring price movements. 

HOW ALARMING IS INFLATION? 

 As per the RBI governor’s recent monetary policy statement, CPI inflation went up in October to 4.5% from 4.3% in 

September, after falling sharply between June and September. The persistence of high core inflation (i.e., CPI inflation 

excluding food and fuel) since June 2020 has been an area of policy concern as input cost pressures could rapidly be 

transmitted to retail inflation as demand strengthens. 

 The governor’s assessment is that price pressures may persist in the immediate term. He observed that supply side 

interventions by the Government had limited the fallout of continuing high international edible oil prices on domestic prices. 

 While cost-push pressures continue to impinge on core inflation, the inflation prints are likely to be somewhat higher over the 

rest of the year as base effects turn adverse. However, it is expected that headline inflation will peak in Q4 of 2021-22 and 

soften thereafter. RBI has projected CPI inflation at 5.3% for FY22. 
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WHAT IS BEING DONE TO DEAL WITH INFLATION? 

 Besides suspension of futures trading in key farm commodities by the SEBI, the Government and RBI are resorting to multiple 

interventions to curb the rising inflation. 

 Recently, as prices of edible oil hit near record highs, the Union Government substantially reduced taxes on imports of palm, 

soy and sunflower oil, but the move had limited impact on combating inflation. 

 The Union and State Governments had also recently reduced excise duty and VAT on petrol and diesel, which was aimed at 

bringing down inflation by way of direct effects as well as indirect effects operating through fuel and transportation costs. 

LOOKING BEYOND THE FOREST RIGHTS ACT 

 Schemes and programmes already drafted for the tribal people need to be implemented everywhere 

 The Forest Rights Act (FRA) has been in existence for 15 years. As on April 30, 2020, the Ministry of Tribal Affairs had 

received 42,50,602 claims (individual and community), of which titles were distributed to 46% of the applicants. If  the Forest 

Department’s views are considered, the implementation process is more or less over. But the supporters of tribal rights allege 

that the Department is overlooking the genuine claims of the tribal people. Despite the Ministry being the implementing 

agency, the role of the Forest Department in granting titles is crucial because the lands claimed are under its jurisdiction. 

While both sides hold extreme positions, the  situation on the ground presents a mixed picture.  

ISSUES IN IMPLEMENTATION   
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 The journey of the FRA’s implementation has never been smooth. The Act provides for democratic tenets in the 

implementation process. In the first stage, it requires the constitution of a Forest Rights Committee comprising members from 

within the village by conducting a Gram Sabha with two-thirds of the members present at the meeting.  

 The process was not followed in many places. These committees were mostly constituted by the Panchayat Secretaries upon 

the directives received from District Magistrates at short notice. The nominations for members for the taluk-level and 

districtlevel committees were also not transparent. The contribution of women to the forest economy is well known.  

 The FRA provides for equal rights in titles issued under the Act for women. They have the equitable role at every stage of 

decision-making. However, on the ground, the women were hardly visible in this regard.  

  It was disappointing that in the initial stages of implementation, there was insistence on satellite images as evidence while 

other admissible proofs were ignored, as happened in Gujarat. This resulted in mass rejections of claims by the authorities.  

 It is a different matter that a writ petition filed by the civil society groups in 2011 forced the authorities to look into the matter 

afresh in the State. In some villages around Bastar, Chhattisgarh, the plots claimed and the documents confirming the award 

did not match. Besides, the extent of land that was awarded was far smaller than what was claimed within the ceiling.  

 The claimants did not protest anticipating that whatever little they had received could be taken back by the authorities. Further, 

various welfare and developmental schemes of the Rural Department were not extended everywhere to the tribal people who 

received documents of land possession under the FRA despite the directives issued by the Ministry to treat them on a par with 

others.  

 Overall, poor awareness levels among the tribal people proved to be a handicap, especially in the scheduled areas which are 

remotely located. To effectively present claims, a fair understanding of the Act and its implementation process is  necessary.  
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 Some NGOs, like in Dang district of Gujarat, made a difference by hand¬holding the beneficiaries at every step. However, 

the involvement of NGOs was missing in some interior areas in States like Chhattisgarh where insurgency was affecting the 

lives of the people.  

 Evidence suggests that implementation was better in areas which were fairly close to urban settings or where accessibility 

was easy. In these places, most Central and State government schemes and programmes such as Deendayal Upadhyaya Gram 

Jyoti Yojana, Janani Shishu Suraksha Karyakram, Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme, National 

Food Security Act, National Health Mission; Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana; and Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana were 

implemented, empowering the people to assert their positions.   

DECLINING PRODUCE, LIVELIHOODS  

 Many tribal areas are witnessing a decline in the quality of forest produce in their vicinity, thus forcing them to look for other 

sources of livelihood. In Chhattisgarh, in many villages,  earnings from activities such as collection of tendu leaves for rolling 

local cigars were affected when there was an influx of labourers from Bihar who were willing to work for low wages. Poor 

market and exploitation by local traders/middlemen were no less demoralising. 

  The recognition given to their lands under the FRA gave the tribal people a psychological boost. However, they possess lands 

(including the lands recognised under the FRA) that are small, of poor quality (particularly  lands  located on hill slopes) and 

are not very fertile.  

 The lack of irrigation facilities forces them to depend only on rainfall. To enhance their income, they migrate to work as 

construction or road-laying labourers. In their opinion, this will continue until the wages earned through any source in the 

villages matches with the wages in urban areas. NGO representatives working in the tribal areas believe that the livelihoods 
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of the locals would improve if horticulture practices are promoted in addition to bamboo and aloe vera plantations with an 

assured market.  

 A popular recommendation is medical and ecotourism along the lines of the Kerala model. On the other hand, given the 

quality of education received by the youth in the remote districts, the possibility of acquiring meaningful jobs remains thin. 

Those accustomed to urban culture do not feel like going back to their villages. Civil society groups, therefore, believe that 

providing skill-based education with assured jobs on a large scale in proportion to the demand would do wonders in these 

areas.   

 A majority of the tribal communities in India are poor and landless. They practise small¬scale farming, pastoralism, and 

nomadic herding. On the Human Development Index, the tribal¬populated States always rank lower than the national average.  

 Not long ago, a tragic news article was published about a tribal man walking 12 km in Odisha carrying his dead wife on his 

shoulder all night. A Chhattisgarh tribesman who had led the members of his village in a march to Delhi in 2004 to  demand  

forest rights told this researcher that  the lives of the tribal people are insignificant for our leaders. He said  the Central 

government in the 1970s generously welcomed refugees from Bangladesh into forests and provided them  a house and a land 

to farm, whereas natives were still being denied the same.   

THE WAY FORWARD  

 The FRA was never going to be a panacea to address all the issues of the tribal people, but it is important. To improve the 

condition of the tribal people, especially those living in remote areas, there needs to be a push on every possible aspect of 

their socioeconomic life. This can be attained if schemes and programmes already drafted for the tribal people are 

implemented in letter and spirit across the country. With protective laws like the Panchayats (Extension to Scheduled Areas) 
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Act, 1996, in place, it is only a matter of will. One way forward could be to induct people who are sensitive to the cause of 

tribal people in the decision-making process at every stage. 

WHY THE ELECTORAL REFORMS BILL IS A PROBLEM  

The Aadhaar project is again being used for purposes far beyond the stated purpose of ‘welfare 

 The Government has rushed the passage of the Election Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2021 in Parliament, also amending the 

Representation of the People Act, 1950 by facilitating the linking of a person’s Aadhaar number with electoral roll data.  The 

amendment provides that an electoral registration officer may “require” an individual to furnish their Aadhaar number in 

order to establish their identity. Even persons already enrolled “may” be “required” by the officer to furnish their Aadhaar 

numbers in order to authenticate their entries in the electoral roll. Registered voters have the option of providing their Aadhaar 

number to Government authorities.  

 The amendment states that no one shall be denied inclusion in the electoral roll, nor shall their names be deleted from the 

electoral roll due to their inability to furnish the Aadhaar number “due to such sufficient cause as may be prescribed”. Such 

individuals may be allowed to furnish alternate documents, as prescribed by the Central government. 

  There are various substantive and procedural concerns with the amendments passed. First, although the Government has 

termed these measures as voluntary, the provisions of the amendment belie this. The electoral officer clearly has uncanalised 

discretion — since the law does not prescribe any guiding principles — to decide when an Aadhaar number may be “required”. 
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Moreover, the Central government has the final say in prescribing the conditions (“sufficient cause”) under which an 

individual will be permitted to enter or remain on the electoral rolls, in case of her “inability” to furnish their Aadhaar.   

 This means that the Central government will decide what reasons are considered acceptable for a voter to remain on the 

electoral roll. Interestingly, the law does not even consider a situation where an individual may be opposed to linking her 

Aadhaar number to the electoral database — further undermining the voluntary premise of the amendments.  

BURDEN OF PROOF SHIFTS 

 In this manner, the burden of proof has been reversed. Instead of the Government proactively ensuring registration on the 

electoral rolls (such as through house-tohouse verification) to achieve universal adult franchise, the burden now shifts to 

individuals who may be unable/unwilling to link their Aadhaar to justify their retention on the rolls. In fact, deletion from the 

voter rolls will happen without any procedural safeguards since at the moment, the law does not provide for a right to a hearing 

before such deletion.  Such a step has real world consequences. 

  In 2015, media reports highlighted how lakhs of voters in Andhra Pradesh and Telangana were reportedly excluded from the 

electoral process due to the practice of linking Aadhaar numbers with electoral ID. Right to Information replies indicated that 

such deletion was carried out without any door¬to¬door verification of the identity of individuals. The Supreme Court of 

India had to finally intervene to stop the linking process since the constitutionality of the Aadhaar Act was under challenge 

then. 

 POLITICAL PROFILING SECOND 
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 there are concerns that the amendment will result in political profiling. By linking electoral IDs with Aadhaar numbers, it is 

much easier for the Government to track which voter has accessed welfare subsidies and benefits using their Aadhaar. This 

can be used by political parties to selectively target their messages to specific voters, using information that is not publicly 

available.  

  Political profiling using Aadhaar data is not unheard of. In April 2021, the Madras High Court asked the Unique Identification 

Authority of India (UIDAI) to ascertain how confidential information held by it may have been leaked in light of “credible 

allegations” that only mobile phones linked to Aadhar cards received bulk SMS messages to join WhatsApp groups of a 

particular political party during election campaigning in Puducherry. Given these concerns, it is worrying that the amendment 

is conspicuously silent in reiterating the secret nature of such data or prohibiting the Election Commission of India or any 

other agency from sharing such information. 

  There are also procedural concerns that relate to the manner in which the amendment was passed. The Government introduced 

the Bill on  December 20 and passed it on the same day in the Lok Sabha, while pushing it through the Rajya Sabha on the 

next date (December 21). Members of Parliament were not given time to understand or debate the implications of the 

amendments. Despite calls for division of vote in both Houses, the law was passed on the basis of a voice vote. This 

undermines the fundamental premise of a parliamentary democracy — to allow elected representatives the opportunity to 

voice the concerns of their constituents over laws that affect them. 

NOT SUBSTANTIATED  

 This is especially important since the Government has failed to provide any empirical data that demonstrates either the extent 

of the problem of bogus voters in the electoral roll (justifying this extraordinary measure) or the success of Aadhaar in de-
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deduplication. It is now well known that the Aadhaar database is beset with errors and exclusions. This is partly because there 

is no verification of the authenticity of the demographic information on the Aadhaar database, i.e. the UIDAI does not 

independently authenticate the information provided by an applicant at the time of enrolment. 

   In fact, both the Calcutta High Court and the Allahabad High Court have refused to rely on the authenticity of Aadhaar data, 

noting, “There is definitely something amiss with the Aadhaar enrolment process if important demographic information such 

as the name of the applicant’s father, as in the case in hand, can be falsified and even go undetected.”  

 Finally, it is worth questioning how the Aadhaar project is once again being used for purposes far beyond the stated “welfare” 

purpose that was upheld by the Supreme Court of India in the Aadhaar judgment as the basis for the introduction of the 

Aadhaar Act as a Money Bill in Parliament. It is likely that some of these issues will be litigated before the Supreme Court. 

One can only hope that unlike other issues such as electoral bonds that have been pending for years, this challenge will be 

decided expeditiously. The success of our democracy may very well depend on it. 

 

 

 

 

 



VEDANGA
INSTITUTE

IAS / UPPCS / BPSC

FREE

ADMISSION OPEN
Date :04  January 2022 Venue : Laxmi Nagar

RESERVE YOUR SEAT NOW

U-135, Ground & 2nd Floor, Baba Complex New Delhi, near Metro Station,
Laxmi Nagar, Delhi, 110092

Contact at +91-9718054084  E-mail us : info@vedanga.co.in


	INDEX
	 INDIAN ARMY INDUCTS INDIGENOUS AMPHIBIOUS RECONNAISSANCE VEHICLE
	 AMENDMENTS TO MARRIAGE AGE CONTRADICT OTHER LAWS
	INDIAN ARMY INDUCTS INDIGENOUS AMPHIBIOUS RECONNAISSANCE VEHICLE
	AMENDMENTS TO MARRIAGE AGE CONTRADICT OTHER LAWS
	THE SUSPENSION OF FUTURES TRADING IN AGRI PRODUCTS
	WHAT ARE DERIVATIV CONTRACTS

