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PM’S CAR CAUGHT IN PUNJAB STIR; UNACCEPTABLE 
LAPSE, SAYS SHAH 

 Modi’s Ferozepur events cancelled as farmers’ protest prevents his 
travel via road 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s proposed event at Ferozepur in Punjab was 
cancelled on Wednesday after his convoy was stuck on a flyover for 15-20 
minutes as the road was blocked by protesting farmers near the National 
Martyrs Memorial in Hussainiwala. 
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 The Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) termed it “a major lapse in the security 
of PM”. It sought a detailed report from the State government and asked it 
to fix responsibility for the lapse and take strict action. 

 Home Minister Amit Shah tweeted: “Such dereliction of security procedure 
in the Prime Minister’s visit is totally unacceptable and accountability will 
be fixed.” 

 
 Punjab Chief Minister Charanjit Singh Channi dismissed that there was any 

security lapse. He said there was no threat at all to the Prime Minister’s 
security, even as he expressed ‘regret’ over the episode. The incident took 
place as there was a sudden change in the Prime Minister’s itinerary. 

 
 The Prime Minister was to travel by helicopter and not by road. We were 

informed by the Prime Minister’s Office that he would be travelling by 
helicopter. It was at the spot that a decision to travel by road was taken by 
their [Central] agencies and officers. On the way, there were some agitators, 
who blocked the road with tractor-trolleys. The agitators are yet to be 
identified. Also, the PM’s motorcade was stopped at a safe distance from the 
agitators and our officers requested that it would be better to take an 
alternative route. There was no danger to the PM or any security lapse. 
However, if there was any lapse, we will probe the matter,” he said. 

 
Don’t indulge in politics’ 
 
As elections are near, these agitations happen every day. Even I have been facing 
them. It’s a democratic system, people come on roads to air their concerns. The 
agitators were on the roads last night and our officers persuaded them to leave 
after talking to them. Farmers were peacefully protesting on Delhi borders for a 
year. Farmers have their demands and today, if some people were peacefully 
protesting here, then it should not be seen as a threat to the Prime Minister’s 
security. I am not going to use bullet or ‘lathis’ on the people of Punjab. I appeal to 
all, especially the BJP to not indulge in politics on the issue. We have every respect 
for our Prime Minister,” Mr. Channi added. 
 

SPECIAL PROTECTION GROUP 

 

 The Special Protection Group (SPG) 
is an agency of the Government of 
India whose sole responsibility is 
protecting the Prime Minister of 
India. It was formed in 1988 by an 
Act of the Parliament of India. The 
SPG protects the Prime Minister at 
all times both in India and abroad, 
as well as the Prime Minister's 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Government_of_India
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Government_of_India
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prime_Minister_of_India
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prime_Minister_of_India
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Parliament_of_India
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immediate family members residing with them at their official 
residence. Family members, however, may decline security. 

 Previously, the SPG's mandate included protecting the Prime Minister's 
"parents, wife (sic) and children" resident anywhere in India during their 
term of office and for five years after leaving office. However, the Special 
Protection Group (Amendment) Act, 2019 reduced such 
mandate. Currently, Prime Minister Narendra Modi is the only SPG 
protectee. 

HISTORY 

 Before 1981, the security of the Prime Minister at their official residence 
was the responsibility of the Special Security District of the Delhi Police, 
overseen by an officer of the rank of Deputy Commissioner of 
Police (DCP). This model was adopted from the United Kingdom, where 
the Prime Minister of the United Kingdom is protected by 
London's Metropolitan Police Service. In October 1981, a Special Task 
Force (STF) was established by the Intelligence Bureau (IB) to provide 
transportation security and road escorts for Prime Minister during 
travels in and out of New Delhi. 

 After the assassination of Prime Minister Indira Gandhi by two of her 
Delhi Police security personnel in October 1984, a review was 
undertaken by a Committee of Secretaries of the Ministry of Home 
Affairs. Given the breach, it was decided to entrust security of the Prime 
Minister to an exclusive unit under direct control of the STF to provide 
the Prime Minister with proximate security at all times. These decisions 
were initially taken as short-term measures. 

 On 18 February 1985, the Ministry of Home Affairs set up the Birbal 
Nath Committee to examine the issue and submit recommendations to 
the government for prime ministerial security. In March 1985, the 
Committee submitted its recommendation for the raising of an 
independent agency for prime ministerial protection, known as the 
Special Protection Unit (SPU). On 30 March 1985, the President of India, 
by executive order, created 819 posts for the unit within the Cabinet 
Secretariat. The name of the unit was re-christened Special Protection 
Group, led by a Director who would be an Indian Police Service officer 
with the rank of Inspector General of Police. 

COMMAND AND CONTROL 

 The "general superintendence, direction and control" of the SPG is 
exercised by the Government of India.  head of the force, the Director, 
formally serves as the Joint Secretary (Security) in The the Cabinet 
Secretariat and is responsible for "the command and supervision" of the 
force. The director of the SPG since its inception has been an officer of 
the Indian Police Service (IPS) and, today, holds the rank of Director 
General of Police.  
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 The SPG does not directly recruit personnel. Recruits are instead drawn 
from enlisted ranks of the Central Armed Police Forces and Railway 
Protection Force. Personnel from these services may apply for 
deputation to the SPG and undergo rigorous physical and psychological 
assessments as well as enhanced security screening. Deputation to the 
SPG usually lasts five years, but may be extended at the Director's 
discretion. Officers of the SPG, responsible for leadership and 
coordination, are drawn from the IPS. 

ORGANIZATION 

 The Director is assisted by number of Deputy Directors, Assistant 
Directors, Joint Assistant Directors. The SPG is divided broadly into the 
following four categories: 

 Operations: Performs actual protection duties. In the Operations Branch, 
there are sub-components such as the Communications Wing, Technical 
Wing and Transport Wing. 

 Training: Trains new and existing personnel on a continuous basis. The 
SPG trains officers in physical efficiency, marksmanship, anti-
sabotage checks, communication and other operative aspects connected 
with close protection drills and influencing security. The training 
programme is constantly reviewed and updated to effectively thwart 
threats from newer areas and in keeping with existing threat perception. 

 Intelligence and Tours: Threat assessment, internal intelligence pertaining 
to personnel, verification of character and antecedents and other allied 
jobs. 

 Administration: Deals with human resources, finance, procurement and 
other related matters. 

 

CURRENT RESPONSIBILITIES 

 Narendra Modi, the incumbent Prime Minister of India, is currently the 
only person under SPG protection. Sonia Gandhi and her children, Rahul 
Gandhi and Priyanka Gandhi, as well as her two children (Raihan and 
Miraya) were granted SPG protection for 28 years from 1991 to 2019. 
Two of their family members, former Prime Ministers Indira 
Gandhi and Rajiv Gandhi, were assassinated in 1984 and 1991, 
respectively, with the Government of India assessing a continued threat 
to their safety. On 8 November 2019, the Government of India withdrew 
their SPG security details and accorded them with Z+ Security. This 
decision followed the government's withdrawal of an SPG detail for 
Modi's predecessor, Manmohan Singh. 

 Additionally, under terms of the Special Protection Group (Amendment) 
Act, 2019, SPG security details for Modi's estranged wife, Jashodaben, and 
mother, Heeraben, were withdrawn that same year. The Act amended the 
SPG's legal mandate to protect the incumbent Prime Minister's "parents, 
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wife and children" to "immediate family members residing (with the 
Prime Minister) at his official residence."  

 SPG protectees, by law, are exempt from personal security screening at all 
airports in India and may access VIP lounges at airports operated by 
the Airports Authority of India. Additionally, they are exempt from 
security screening when entering certain official buildings, including the 
Prime Minister's Office and Residence. 

GOVT. SAYS ₹8 LAKH EWS INCOME CAP ‘BEST WAY 
FORWARD’ 

Allow NEET counselling, it urges SC 

 
 The Centre, in the Supreme Court on Wednesday, backed its committee’s 

recommendation to retain the ₹8-lakh annual income criterion to identify 
the economically weaker sections (EWS) of society as the “best way 
forward” and urged the court to let NEET counselling continue. 

 
 Appearing before a Bench of Justices D.Y. Chandrachud and A.S. Bopanna, 

the government said it would not let anything come in the way of the Other 
Backward Classes (OBC) and the “poorest of the poor” getting the benefits 
of reservation. “We will not accept any position whereby OBC or EWS is 
deprived of something that is legitimately due to them,” Solicitor General 
Tushar Mehta submitted. 

 
 The government, meanwhile, said the NEET admission process could not 

wait for the conclusion of “lengthy arguments” in court. 
 The court was hearing the case urgently following the Centre’s repeated oral 

requests on January 3 and 4 to list the case as NEET counselling was in 
limbo. 

 On Wednesday, Mr. Mehta said the government’s statement in court on 
November 25 to put NEET counselling on hold while reviewing the EWS 
criterion had “never anticipated” the current situation. Resident doctors 
had clashed with the police amid protests in the Capital after the counselling 
was suspended. 

 The government had constituted the member committee, comprising Ajay 
Bhushan Pandey, former finance secretary, VK Malhotra, member secretary, 
ICSSR and Sanjeev Sanyal, Principal Economic Adviser to Centre, on 
November 30, last year as per the assurance given to the top court to revisit 
the criteria for determining the economically weaker sections. 

 The revised EWS criteria retains the contentious ₹ 8 lakh annual income 
ceiling but excludes families with agricultural land of five acres or more, 
irrespective of income. 

EWS CRITERIA 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Airports_Authority_of_India
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1. You must fall under the general category which means you cannot belong to 
the SC/ST/OBC categories who already have reservations and the MBC 
category in case of Tamil Nadu. 

2. Your annual family income should be below 8 lakh rupees. An annual 
income of above 8 lakh cannot be considered as economically weak and 
hence cannot fall under the economically weaker section (EWS). 

3. If your family owns any agricultural land, it should be less than 5 acres. 
4. If you or your family owns a flat, the area of the flat should be less than 1000 

square feet. 

  

ONE MORE YOUTH HELD IN APP CASE 

Details will be out soon, say Mumbai Police chief Hemant Nagrale  
 

 Mumbai Police on Wednesday said it has arrested three persons so far in 
connection with the ‘Bulli Bai’ app, which targeted Muslim women by 
putting up their photos online for ‘auction’. 

 
 While two arrests were made earlier — Shweta Singh (19) from 

Uttarakhand on Tuesday and Vishal Kumar Jha (21) from Bengaluru a day 
earlier — Mayank Rawal (21) was arrested by Mumbai Police from 
Uttarakhand in the early hours of Wednesday.. 

 The Commissioner said that the police were also probing why some of the 
Twitter handles that promoted the app used Sikh-sounding names such as 
‘Khalsa Supremacist’, ‘Jatinder Singh Bhullar’, ‘Harpal’. 

 He said Mumbai Police registered an FIR after receiving a complaint about 
the app on January 2 and investigators started technical analysis of the app 
and the related Twitter handle. Mr. Jha, a second-year engineering student, 
was one of the five followers of the handle. 

 “The police will find out who was the mastermind, what was the motive and 
whether the arrested accused got paid and who paid them,” said the 
Mumbai police chief. Mr. Nagrale refused to get drawn into commenting on 
the Delhi Police investigation into the ‘Sulli Deals’ case and if the two probes 
have any links, saying the Mumbai Police investigation is barely three days 
old. 

 

SULLI DEALS’: DELHI POLICE WANT TO CATCH THE 
BIG FISH 

 ‘Procedure on to get information about creators from GitHub’ 
 The arrests made by the Mumbai police within days of their investigation 

into the ‘Bulli Bai’ application seem to have raised a question mark on their 
Delhi counterparts’ ‘Sulli Deals’ probe, which has been going on for the last 
six months. 
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 Delhi police sources, however, said they want to go after the big fish: the 
creators of the application. 

 “The two youths arrested (by Mumbai Police) in the ‘Bulli Bai’ case are 
propagators and not creators. Their role was to make the application 
trend on social media. They had no role in creating the application,” an 
officer said, adding that they have the resources to go after the 
propagators of ‘Sulli Deals’ in Delhi and other States but “that will 
widen the net to no end”. “We want to go after the source because 
creation of such applications needs to stop in the first place,” he said. 

 The sources said they are following the procedure through MLAT (Mutual 
Legal Assistance Treaty) so that they can obtain information from 
California-based GitHub, the hosting platform, about the creators of ‘Sulli 
Deals’. 

 “The procedure to be followed in the ‘Bulli Bai’ case is being contemplated 
on,” another investigator said. 

 
TIME-CONSUMING PROCESS 
 

 Explaining the delay in the ‘Sulli Deals’ probe, the police said the MLAT route 
is time consuming. Once the documents are prepared by the police, the 
prosecution vets them after which they are sent to the Delhi government’s 
Home Department which then sends them to the Ministry of Home Affairs 
for sanction. Then they are sent back to the Delhi government which further 
gives them to the police who present them before the court for judicial 
process and then forward them to the CBI. The Central agency then shares 
them with Interpol which sends them to the Department of Justice for 
necessary action through its nodal agency. 

MUTUAL LEGAL ASSISTANCE TREATY 

 One such treaty is the Mutual Legal Assistance Treaty in Criminal Matters 
("MLAT") ratified by the President of India on 1st July, 2005. As on date, 
India has signed the MLAT with 39 countries2 and USA has signed the 
MLAT with over 60 countries3. The purpose for a country to enter into a 
MLAT is to gain access to information in any domestic investigation which 
otherwise may not have been possible. It is aimed at creating international 
cooperation between the countries and help minimise crime at an 
international level. 

II. Understanding the MLAT between India and USA 

 As per the MLAT, India and USA 'shall provide the widest measure of mutual 
assistance to each other, in accordance with the provisions of this Treaty, in 
connection with the investigation, prosecution, prevention and suppression 
of offences and in proceedings related to criminal matters.' 

MLAT PROCESS 

https://www.mondaq.com/india/terrorism-homeland-security-defence/956062/the-mutual-legal-assistance-treaty-and-its-impact-on-india-us-legal-relations#_ftn2
https://www.mondaq.com/india/terrorism-homeland-security-defence/956062/the-mutual-legal-assistance-treaty-and-its-impact-on-india-us-legal-relations#_ftn3
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 Upon signing of the MLAT, the contracting parties must designate a Central 
Authority to make and receive requests pertaining to criminal law matters. 
For India, the Central Authority is the Ministry of Home Affairs or any such 
person designated by the Ministry of Home Affairs. While for USA, the 
Central Authority is the Attorney General or any person designated by the 
Attorney General. As per the United States Department of Justice official 
website, the Office of International Affairs serves as the Central Authority 
with respect to any evidence and information made or received from 
foreign authorities under MLATs as well as letters rogatory and letters of 
requests.4 The Central Authorities are to communicate directly with each 
other for carrying out the purposes of the treaty. 

 

10.74 LAKH BIRDS FLOCK TO CHILIKA LAKE 

 106 personnel deployed for bird counting in subcontinent’s largest 
wintering ground 

 Chilika Lake, the largest brackish water lake and wintering ground of birds 
in the Indian subcontinent, saw a million birds, including the uncommon 
Mongolian gull, visiting the waterbody this year. 

 As per the Water Bird Status Survey-2022 conducted in the Chilika, 
10,74,173 water birds (107 species) and 37,953 individuals (76 wetland 
dependent species) were counted in the entire lagoon. Last year, the count 
in the Chilika was over 12 lakh. Members who were part of the census also 
reported sighting the Mongolian gull. 

 The census was undertaken jointly on Tuesday by the Odisha State Wildlife 
Organisation, the Chilika Development Authority (CDA) and the Bombay 
Natural History Society. A total of 106 personnel, including bird experts 
from government- and non-government organisations, were deployed. The 
lagoon was divided strategically into 21 segments for the census. 

 A total of 3,58,889 birds (97 species) were counted in Nalabana Bird 
Sanctuary — a decrease by 65,899 from the previous year. 

 
HIGHEST IN LAST DECADE’ 

 Chilika Lake hosts birds migrating from thousands of miles away from the 
Caspian Sea, Lake Baikal, Aral Sea, remote parts of Russia, Mongolia, Central 
and Southeast Asia, Ladakh and the Himalayas. The winged guests find the 
vast mud-field and abundant fish stock suitable to congregate. 

ABOUT CHILIKA LAKE  

 Chilika Lake is a brackish water lagoon, spread over 
the Puri, Khurda and Ganjam districts of Odisha state on the east 
coast of India, at the mouth of the Daya River, flowing into the Bay of 
Bengal, covering an area of over 1,100 km It is the biggest lake of 
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India This lake is the largest coastal lagoon in India and the largest 
brackish water lagoon in the world after The New Caledonian barrier 
reef. It has been listed as a tentative UNESCO World Heritage siteIt is the 
largest salt water lake in India. 

 It is the largest wintering ground for migratory birds on the Indian sub-
continent. The lake is home to a number of threatened species of plants 
and animals.  

 The lake is an ecosystem with large fishery resources. It sustains more 
than 150,000 fisher–folk living in 132 villages on the shore and islands.  

 The lagoon hosts over 160 species of birds in the peak migratory season. 
Birds from as far as the Caspian Sea, Lake Baikal, Aral Sea and other 
remote parts of Russia, Kirghiz 
steppes of Kazakhstan, Central and southeast 
Asia, Ladakh and Himalayas come here. These birds travel great 
distances; some of them possibly travel as 
much as 12,000 km to reach Chilika Lake. 

 In 1981, Chilika Lake was designated the 
first Indian wetland of international 
importance under the Ramsar 
Convention.  

 According to a survey, 45 percent of the 
birds are terrestrial in nature, 32 percent 
are waterfowl, and 23 percent 
are waders. The lagoon is also home to 14 
types of raptors. Around 152 rare and 
endangered Irrawaddy dolphins have also 
been reported. Plus, the lagoon supports about 37 species 
of reptiles and amphibians.  

 The highly productive Chilika Lagoon eco-system with its rich fishery 
resources sustains the livelihood for many fishermen who live in and near 
the lagoon. The water spread area of the lagoon ranges between 1165 and 
906 km2 during the monsoon and summer respectively. A 32 km long, 
narrow, outer channel connects the lagoon to the Bay of Bengal, near the 
village Motto. More recently a new mouth has been opened by CDA which 
has brought a new lease of life to the lagoon. 

 Microalgae, marine seaweeds, sea grasses, fish and crab also flourish in 
the brackish water of the Chilika Lagoon. Especially the recovery of 
seagrass beds in recent years is a welcoming trend which may eventually 
result in re-colonization of endangered dugongs.  

 

UDF FOR SPECIAL SESSION TO DISCUSS SILVERLINE 
 UDF was not against an effective and speedy mass rapid transport system. 

However, SilverLine was no solution. It was economically and 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Caledonian_barrier_reef
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Caledonian_barrier_reef
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/UNESCO
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_World_Heritage_sites_in_India
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Migratory_birds
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indian_sub-continent
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indian_sub-continent
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Threatened
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ecosystem
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lagoon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Caspian_Sea
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lake_Baikal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aral_Sea
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Russia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kazakh_Steppe
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kazakh_Steppe
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kazakhstan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Central_Asia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Southeast_Asia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Southeast_Asia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ladakh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Himalayas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ramsar_List_of_Wetlands_of_International_Importance
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ramsar_List_of_Wetlands_of_International_Importance
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ramsar_Convention
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ramsar_Convention
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Waterfowl
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wader
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bird_of_prey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Irrawaddy_dolphin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reptiles
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amphibians
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eco-system
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bay_of_Bengal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Microalgae
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sea_grass
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dugong


 

10 | P a g e  

environmentally untenable. He urged the government to shed its obstinacy 
and abandon the project. 

 The 532-km corridor is projected to be built at a cost of Rs 63,941 crore. 
The project aims to cut the travel time between the two ends of the state 
from 12 hours to less than four hours. The train will travel at a speed of 
200 km/h and will traverse through 11 of the state’s 14 districts – 
Alappuzha, Wayanad and Idukki being the exceptions. There are also plans 
to connect the corridor with the international airports at Kochi and 
Thiruvananthapuram. 

 The Kerala Rail Development Corporation (K-Rail), a joint venture 
between the Ministry of Railways and the Kerala government oversees the 
project. The deadline for the project is 2025. Chief Minister Pinarayi 
Vijayan said the construction will result in direct and indirect employment 
opportunities for 50,000 people, and the project, once completed, would 
create direct employment for at least 11,000 people. 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL AND SOCIAL IMPACT 

 The studies regarding the 
environmental impact is not 
completed yet . The 
requirement of m-sand ,rock 
,wood etc also needs to be 
considered . 

 Transport systems bring 
enormous benefits to society 
providing access and mobility 
that are essential for modern 
societies and economic 
growth. However, transport 
activities have many 
undesirable external impacts as well, such as CO2 emissions, congestion, 
accidents, land use and many more. The urge to fight these challenges is 
therefore pushing economies towards more efficient, and sustainable 
solutions. 

 Silver Line is claimed to be a suitable alternative as it saves time, 
resources, and helps in reduction of carbon footprint by relying on 
renewable energy sources for its stations, providing last-mile 
connectivity to and from the station using electric vehicles (EVs), and 
facilities for parking/charging EVs at the stations. The proposed RORO 
services also contribute in reducing pollution and congestion compared 
to road transport of goods vehicles. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greenhouse_gas
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ENGLISH IS THE LANGUAGE OF COURT, SAYS GUJARAT HC 
 A Division Bench of the Gujarat High Court has asked a journalist facing 

contempt of court proceedings to speak only in English as that was the 
language in the higher judiciary. 

 The Bench comprising Chief Justice Aravind Kumar and A.J. Shastri made 
the directive to Vishal Vyas, a local journalist who runs Samna Bharstachar 
Ka, against which contempt of court proceedings was initiated in 2014. 

 On Monday, Mr. Vyas appeared as a party in person and addressed the court 
in the Gujarati language. However, the Chief Justice remarked that English 
would be the language in the court and Mr. Vyas should speak in that 
language. 

 The Chief Justice even offered him the help of an interpreter or even a 
lawyer if needed. He also suggested to get the help of the Gujarat State Legal 
Services Authority if Mr. Vyas could not afford a lawyer for himself. 

 The contemnor continued speaking in Gujarati and insisted on it. His 
insistence of speaking only in Gujarati prompted the Bench to remark that 
it was not acceptable, and refused to accept his submissions. 

 In the High Court, there is a rule that even if any party who does not hire a 
lawyer and appears in person, he has to speak and argue in English only. 
The Bench also underlined that the Article 348 of the Constitution mandates 
that the language of the High Court would be English. 

LANGUAGE OF THE SUPREME COURT, HIGH COURTS, BILLS, ACTS, 
ORDERS, RULES ETC. 

 Article 348 says that until Parliament by law otherwise provides all 
proceedings in the Supreme Court and the High Courts shall be in the 
English language. The change of medium in the law courts requires better 
preparation. Hence it was left to the Parliament. The time limit of 15 years 
would not apply to the courts.  

LANGUAGE OF HIGH COURT JUDGEMENT, DECREE  ETC.  

 The Official Language Act, 1963 (s. 7) contains a provision that Hindi or 
the Official Language of the State may be used for judgement, decree or 
order passed or made by a High Court with the previous consent of the 
President.  

 Till date only four High Courts had obtained such consent they are Bihar, 
Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh. The successor high courts 
of Jharkhand, Uttarakhand, and Chhatisgarh have inherited the consent 
for using Hindi. A large number of judgements are being delivered in these 
High Courts in Hindi.  

 The Union Government has refused consent to Tamil Nadu for permitting 
the use of Tamil in the High Court. The ground given is that the Chief 
Justice of India has not agreed. 

 This sounds strange because neither the Constitution nor the Official 
Language Act, 1963 contemplates any role for the Chief Justice. It is 
another example of the executive abdicating its function and then saying 
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that the Chief Justice. It is another example of the executive abdicating its 
functions and then saying that the judiciary is overactive and overreaches 
itself.  

LANGUAGE OF HIGH COURT PROCEEDINGS: 

 While the Official Language Act deals with the language of judgement, 
decree or order passed or made by a High Court, Art. 348(2) empowers 
the Governor to authorise the use of Hindi or the official language of the 
State in the proceedings in the High Court. In this context proceedings 
includes petitions, applications, appeals, oral and written submissions 
and documents to be filed. This can be done by an order. There is no 
necessity to enact a law. 

LANGUAGE FOR REDRESSAL OF GRIEVANCES:  

 Article 350 confers an important right. An aggrieved person has the right 
to submit a representation for redressal of any officer or authority of the 
Union or a State in any of the languages used in the Union or in the State, 
as the case may be.  

 

.EDITORIAL 

CHINA’S BRIDGE OVER PANGONG TSO 

What is the current situation in Eastern Ladakh? How has India responded 
to the new developments? 
 

 The story so far: China is building a bridge across the Pangong Tso 
within its territory connecting the North and South Banks which will 
significantly reduce the time for moving troops and equipment 
between the two sides. This is part of the overall infrastructure build 
up by China on its side of the Line of Actual Control (LAC) to address 
deficiencies it noticed since the standoff began in May 2020. 

 

WHAT IS THE STATUS ON THE GROUND IN EASTERN LADAKH? 
 

 The two countries are working out details for the 14th round of Corps 
Commander talks to take forward the disengagement that has stalled after 
two phases of disengagement. The 13th round of Corps Commander talks 
remained inconclusive with the two sides releasing sharp statements on the 
outcome. At the same time, the two Armies had prepared to keep over 1 lakh 
soldiers on both sides deployed through the extreme winter in the high 
altitude region. 

 Since May 2020, the two sides have been holding regular military to military 
talks on the ground and also diplomatic level talks in addition to the 13 
rounds of Corps Commander level talks to resolve the standoff. The two 
sides have so far undertaken two phases of disengagement, from both banks 
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of Pangong Tso last February and from Gogra in August in addition to 
Galwan after the violent clash. Other friction areas yet to be resolved are Hot 
Springs, Demchok and Depsang. 

 The two sides had also agreed on a moratorium on patrolling in the 
disengaged areas and set up buffer zones until a resumption is discussed by 
both sides through diplomatic and military talks. India has insisted on 
comprehensive de-escalation of the situation in Eastern Ladakh which 
includes disengagement from all friction points, de-escalation and working 
out of new protocols. 

S 
WHAT IS THE IMPORTANCE OF THE BRIDGE OVER PANGONG TSO?  

 The bridge over Pangong 
Tso is located around 25 
kms ahead of the LAC in 
Chinese territory and will 
significantly reduce the 
time for movement 
between People’s 
Liberation Army (PLA) 
garrison at Kurnak fort on 
the North Bank and the 
Modlo garrison on the 
South Bank, a distance of 
around 200 kms. 

 The initial tensions as the 
standoff began in May 2020 
were on the North Bank of 
Pangong Tso with PLA 
troops moving upto Finger 
4 and building permanent structures. However, tensions had flared up on 
the South Bank in August 2020. The Indian Army gained tactical advantage 
over the PLA on the south bank in end August by occupying several peaks 
lying vacant since 1962 gaining a dominating view of the Spanggur gap and 
Moldo area. During this, the two sides had also deployed tanks at heights of 
over 15,000 feet and shots were fired in the air on the LAC for the first time 
in decades. 

 This has prompted China to build deep alternate roads behind the friction 
points away from the line of sight, officials said. There has been massive 
construction of accommodation for housing of troops closer to the LAC and 
also road infrastructure for movement of troops and mechanised forces, 
officials say. 

 Earlier, PLA had to take a round about between the two sides of the Pangong 
lake which takes around 12 hours but the new bridge, around 500m long, 
would cut down the time to 3-4 hours. Construction has been ongoing for 
few months now, officials said. 

 India holds one third of the 135 km long boomerang shaped lake located at 
an altitude of over 14,000 feet. 
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HOW IS INDIA RESPONDING TO DEVELOPMENTS ON THE GROUND? 
 The bridge is well within Chinese territory, officials say while stating the 

implications of this new bridge will have to be factored in the Indian Army’s 
operational planning for the future. 

 On its part, over the last few years India has been focusing on infrastructure 
development in forward areas and improving connectivity to the forward 
areas. Large scale construction of roads, bridges and tunnels is underway 
all along the LAC. 

 Ahead of the winter, the Army had completed advanced winter stocking for 
the troops in forward areas, including rations, specialised fuel and 
ammunition among others as well as repair and upgrade of habitat and 
infrastructure. 

 While the process of disengagement and de-escalation stretches on, the two 
armies are geared to remain in the high altitude areas. 

 Army Chief Gen Manoj Naravane said in October that if they (China) are 
there to stay at the LAC we are there to stay too. “We will be in LoC-kind 
(Line of Control) of a situation but not as active as the LoC,” he said when 
asked if they are looking at a LoC like situation at the LAC. 

 

MISINFORMATION THROUGH A FEMINIST LENS 
 Sexism and online harassment prevent women from taking vocal stands and 

hinder progress 
 Following last year’s ‘Sulli Deals’ created to auction Muslim women online, 

the new year started off on a horrible note with a clone app ‘Bulli Bai’ 
created for the same purpose. As the police has finally taken action and 
detained the suspects, in this piece dated August 10, 2021, Pooja Chaudhuri 
explains how gendered misinformation and trolling in the internet space 
targets women from minority communities in order to silence them. 

 The online world amplifies the social norms of the physical world. Women 
face aggressive and offensive trolling on the Internet, designed to 
undermine and discredit them professionally and shame them into silence. 
A perfect example is the ‘Sulli Deals’ app recently created on GitHub that 
auctioned Muslim women. The active participation of vocal women, 
especially from minority communities, is resisted by those who do not wish 
the social order to be disrupted. This isn’t to say that men are not targeted 
online, but the attacks faced by both sexes are vastly different. 
Misinformation/disinformation also targets men and women differently 
and unsurprisingly so, especially in India where gender disparity among 
Internet users is high. 

 
GENDERING MISINFORMATION 

 Take, for instance, the type of misinformation used against Congress leaders 
Sonia Gandhi and Rahul Gandhi who come from the same socio-economic 
and political background. Mr. Gandhi is referred to as ‘Pappu’ by his critics. 
The usual misinformation targeting him questions his intellect. But the 
same cannot be said for his mother. Whether it’s Hollywood actresses 
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sporting bikinis misidentified as Ms. Gandhi or a morphed photo that shows 
her sitting on a man’s lap, she is portrayed to be an ‘indecent’ woman to 
undercut her politics. Ms. Gandhi’s position of power does not shield her 
from vulgar misinformation. A report by Amnesty International last year 
said that 95 female politicians out of 724 received nearly one million hateful 
mentions on Twitter between March and May, one in five of which was 
sexist or misogynistic. But misinformation like other forms of abuse has 
inter-sectional challenges. While actor Swara Bhaskar receives some of the 
most sexist troll attacks, activist Safoora Zargar is targeted for being a 
woman as well as a Muslim. After her arrest for participating in protests 
against the Citizenship (Amendment) Act, pornographic videos were shared 
in Ms. Zargar’s name on social media. Organised disinformation and sexism 
intersect with Islamophobia, castetism, religious bigotry and other forms of 
discrimination to threaten vocal women from minority communities. 

 The harassment is so rampant that more often than not, women are asked 
to either ignore the abusers or block such handles. As always, women are 
expected to take precautionary measures instead of men being asked to 
behave. We also seldom question Twitter on its failure to stop the spread of 
pornographic content. The women of Shaheen Bagh were targeted in a 
similar fashion. Surely a social media giant has the ability to detect and 
purge nudity, especially when shared with hateful captions? 

 Gendering misinformation should be a part of the feminist discourse. The 
world has drastically changed after the advent of the Internet and the digital 
space has the power to impact democracies. But women do not get an equal 
opportunity to make themselves heard because they are shut down with 
sexism or, worse, the threat of sexual violence. Former Jawaharlal Nehru 
University Students’ Union leader Shehla Rashid was forced to delete her 
Facebook account after receiving rape threats for speaking in favour of 
interfaith marriage. Journalist Rana Ayyub has also complained several 
times of rape threats making their way into her Twitter messages. A report 
that I wrote in 2018 revealed how thousands of men on a closed Facebook 
group, ‘Sharing is Caring’, sold Instagram and Facebook pages featuring 
young women. Many of these metamorphosed into political pages after 
gaining a substantial following. I was targeted with sexist attacks after the 
workings of the group were made public. Its members shared my pictures 
while commenting ‘sharing is caring’, a sexist pun on the group’s name. 

 But while on the one hand women are targeted with sexist attacks, on the 
other, their sexuality is used to further misinformation. Some men hide 
behind female pseudonyms to get attention. Last year, the Chhattisgarh 
Police arrested a 31-year-old man for running multiple fake Facebook 
accounts posing as a woman and “posting provocative comments that could 
hurt social harmony”. 

 Men are at the centre of the disinformation ecosystem in India — an 
ecosystem created by them and for them. While women also share false 
news, the number of men disseminating misinformation is higher for the 
simple reason that they are greater in number on the Internet (almost 
double the female population). Men manufacture false news and also fall for 
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such news. They are proof that ‘women gossip more’ is a gender stereotype. 
Even if we look at this phenomenon from a greater perspective, there are 
more men in politics and they rely on disinformation to keep propaganda 
alive. A recent report by UNESCO on online harassment faced by women 
journalists says that political actors instigate and fuel online violence 
campaigns against women journalists. India is privy to such abuse — 
women journalists and activists are targeted not only by troll armies but 
also by office-bearers of political parties. 

 One of the most recent incidents that exposes gendered disinformation in 
India is the Rhea Chakraborty saga. Actor Sushant Singh Rajput was hailed 
as a self-made man without faults but Ms. Chakraborty was trashed on 
television and on social media — both spaces dominated by men — as a 
‘gold-digging seductress’. The whole episode was a reminder of deep-rooted 
internalised misogyny in the country. Women also participated in 
propagating Ms. Chakraborty as the ‘culprit’ and rejoiced when she was 
arrested. Why did they not show solidarity? Because patriarchal norms, 
while subordinating women, also give them the power to oppress women 
more vulnerable than them. 

A SYMBIOTIC RELATIONSHIP 
 Misinformation and sexism have a symbiotic relationship. Misinformation 

piggybacks on sexism to discredit vocal women and sexism uses 
misinformation to reinforce patriarchal norms. While organised 
misinformation and trolling affect women on a personal level, the issue that 
is often ignored is the effect they have on democracy. A healthy democracy 
is participatory and promotes gender inclusiveness. Sexism and 
misinformation intimidate women from taking vocal stands and are 
antithetical to a progressive society. 

 Historically, feminist movements have led to democratisation. Women 
empowerment cannot be separated from a modern society. Savitribai Phule 
could reform modern education in the 1800s because her husband Jotirao 
Phule, a ‘Shudra’ himself, equipped her with knowledge restricted for the 
Brahmin community. Jotirao was also fortunate to receive education in the 
first place because of the foresight of his widowed aunt. Menaka 
Guruswamy and Arundhati Katju, the only openly gay women lawyers in 
India, reformed the LGBTQ movement in the country by winning the 
landmark case in 2018 that decriminalised gay sex. These women went 
against the social norms of their time to make India more democratically 
sound. There is no extent to the reforms that women are capable of bringing 
and progress can happen faster with solidarity. But women who don’t 
conform to social norms are almost never supported and the intersection of 
sexism and misinformation justifies their abuse. While social media gives a 
platform for women to raise issues, repeated abuse takes away that 
freedom. Social media, the place that bolstered the #MeToo movement, is 
the same place used to shut women down. 
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