
VEDANGA 

INSTITUTE FOR CIVIL SERVICES 

24-12-2021 

 

IAS/UPPCS/BPSC 

U-135, Ground Floor 2nd Floor, Vikas Marg, Baba Complex, Near Laxmi Nagar Metro Station Gate No. 3, Shakarpur, Delhi-92 

Contact No.  8447386765, 9718054084 

                               DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS  

 

INDEX 

 HATE SPEECH 

 TURTLE TRAIL TO GET A BOOST WITH MASS TAGGING 

MISSION 

 THE SHAKTI CRIMINAL LAWS 

 UNDERSTANDING THE ELECTION LAWS (AMENDMENT) 

BILL, 2021 

 

 

  



 

2 | P a g e  

WHAT IS MEANT BY HATE SPEECH 
1. The Black’s Law dictionary defines hate speech as—“Speech that carries no meaning other than the expression of 

hatred for some group, such as a particular race, especially in circumstances in which the communication is likely to 

provoke violence.” 

2. The Law Commission of India, in its 267th report, defined hate speech as —“Hate speech generally is an incitement 

to hatred primarily against a group of persons defined in terms of race, ethnicity, gender, sexual orientation, religious 

belief. Thus, hate speech is any word written or spoken, signs, visible representations within the hearing or sight of a 

person with the intention to cause fear or alarm, or incitement to violence.” 

3. The right to freedom of speech and expression is recognised as a core right all across the globe. With modernisation, 

the world was gifted with internet, the purpose of which was to connect people with their loved ones. But 

unfortunately, some people use it to spread hatred. In today’s world, the ideas that we share and the words that we 

speak spread like wildfire. 

CONSTITUTIONAL LAW AND HATE SPEECH 

1. Article 19(1)(a) of the Constitution of India gives the right to freedom of speech and expression to all Indian citizens. 

This article guarantees right to propagate one’s ideas freely and to publish, distribute and circulate their idea. The 

freedom of speech and expression essentially means the liberty to express one’s own stance through the words either 

written or spoken. However, Article 19(2) also provides ‘reasonable restrictions’ on the freedom of speech and 

expression. This means that this right is not absolute rather conditional and the government can ‘reasonably’ limit the 

right to freedom of speech and expression when there is a threat to the sovereignty and integrity of India,  or the 

security of the state,  or friendly relations with foreign state,  or public order, or decency, or morality, or contempt of 

court, or defamation, or incitement to an offence.  

2. The ‘public order’ restriction saves majority of hate speech laws from unconstitutionality in India. In landmark 

judgement of Ramji Lal Modi v. The State of UP (1957 AIR 620), the Hon’ble Supreme Court of India upheld Section 
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295A of the Indian Penal Code, 1860 and observed that a law may not directly deal with public order, it could be read 

as in ‘interest of public order’. 

THE INDIAN PENAL CODE AND HATE SPEECH 

The following sections of Indian Penal Code, 1860 (IPC) deal with hate speech: 

1. Section 153A criminalises the promotion of enmity among different groups of people on grounds of religion, race, place of 

birth, language, etc., and acts that are prejudicial to maintaining harmony. Whoever commits this offense shall be punishable 

with imprisonment of up to three years, or with fine, or with both. Additionally, whoever commits such offense in any place 

of worship or in any assembly engaged in the performance of religious worship or religious ceremonies shall be punished 

with imprisonment of up to five years and fine.  

2. Section 153B punishes making of imputations or assertions prejudicial to national-integration with imprisonment of up to 

three years, or with fine, or with both. The section also defines increased punishment of imprisonment of up to five years 

and fine when the aforementioned offense is committed any place of worship or in any assembly engaged in the performance 

of religious worship or religious ceremonies.  

3. Section 295 criminalises the destruction, damage or defilement of places of worship or sacred objects with the intention of 

insulting, or with the knowledge that such an act is likely to be considered insulting to the religious sentiments of a class of 

persons. The punishment prescribed in the section is imprisonment for  two years, or fine, or both.  

4. Section 295A punishes whoever, with deliberate and malicious intention of outraging the religious feelings of any class of 

persons, by word, either spoken or written, or by signs or by visible representation, insults the religion or the religious 

beliefs of such class, with imprisonment of up to three year, or with fine , or with both.  

5. Section 298 states that whoever, utters any word or makes any sound or gesture, with the deliberate intention of hurting the 

religious feelings of any person, shall be punished with imprisonment of up to one year, or with fine, or with both.  

6. Section 505 punishes statements made with the intention of inducing, or are likely to induce, fear in the public, instigating 

them towards public disorder; statements made with the intention of inciting, or are likely to incite, class or community 

violence; and discriminatory statements that might promote inter-community hatred. The punishment stipulated is 

imprisonment of up to three years, or with fine, or with both.  
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THE CODE OF CRIMINAL PROCEDURE AND HATE SPEECH 

Following sections of the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973 (CrPC) deal with hate speech: 

1. Section 95 and Section 96 authorise the state government to forfeit any ‘book, newspaper or document’, the publication 

of which is punishable under Section 124A, section 153A, Section 153B, Section 292, Section 293, and Section 295A of 

the IPC.  

2. Section 196 acts as a procedural safeguard against frivolous prosecution for hate speech offences, such as those under 

Sections 153A, 295A, 505 and 153B of the IPC.  

THE REPRESENTATION OF THE PEOPLE ACT, 1951 

The Representation of the People Act, 1951 (RoPA) contains the laws that regulate the conduct of elections in India.   

1. Section 8(1)(a) disqualifies a person from contesting in election if he/she was convicted under Sections 153A and 505 of 

the IPC.  

2. Section 123(3A) considers promotion of enmity or hatred among different classes of citizens of India for the furtherance of 

the prospects of the election of a candidate or for prejudicially affecting the election of any candidate as a corrupt practice.  

3. Section 125 says that promotion of enmity or hatred among different communities is an electoral offense and is punishable 

with imprisonment of up to three years, or with fine, or with both.  

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY ACT AND HATE SPEECH 

Following section of the Information Technology Act, 2000 (IT Act) deals with hate speech: 

1. Section 69A empowers the Central Government or any of its authorised officers to issue directions for blocking for public 

access of any information which is in the interest of sovereignty and integrity of India, defence of India, security of the 

State, friendly relations with foreign States or public order or for preventing incitement to the commission of any cognizable 

offence relating to above 
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TURTLE TRAIL TO GET A BOOST WITH MASS TAGGING 

MISSION 

1,556 Olive Ridleys tagged in exercise that began in Odisha in January 2021 after nearly 25 years 

 Scientists have resumed tagging of Olive Ridley turtles at Rushikulya rookery along the Odisha coast, which would help 

them identify the migration path and places visited by the marine reptiles after congregation and nesting. Researchers of the 

Zoological Survey of India (ZSI) are carrying out tagging of the Olive Ridleys at three mass nesting sites — Gahirmatha, 

Devi River mouth and Rushikulya. The exercise was undertaken in Odisha in January 2021 after a span of about 25 years 

and 1,556 turtles had been tagged.  

 “We are studying the path taken by turtles in the sea, if they keep coming to one nesting site for laying eggs, and the number 

of sites they visit over the years. Besides, the growth of turtles could be measured during the current study,” said Anil 

Mohapatra, ZSI scientist, who leads the research team at Gopalpur, on Thursday. Dr. Mohapatra added, “The study would 

also reveal the inter-rookery movement of turtles in Odisha. 

 The migration pattern to other countries would be recorded in detail.” The metal tags afxed to turtles are non-corrosive and 

they do not harm their body. It can be removed later. The tags are uniquely numbered containing details such as the name of 

the organisation, country-code and email address. “If researchers in other countries come across the tagged turtles, they will 

email their location in longitude and latitude to us. There is an established network working on turtles,” said the scientist. 

“We intend to tag 30,000 turtles over a period of 10 years,” he said.  
 

OLIVE RIDLEY TURTLE 
 The Olive ridley turtles are the smallest and most abundant of all sea turtles found in the world, inhabiting warm waters of 

the Pacific, Atlantic and Indian oceans. These turtles, along with their cousin the Kemps ridley turtle, are best known for 

their unique mass nesting called Arribada, where thousands of females come together on the same beach to lay eggs. Though 

found in abundance, their numbers have been declining over the past few years, and the species is recognized as Vulnerable 

by the IUCN Red list. 
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 Growing to about 2 feet in length, and 50 kg in weight, the Olive ridley gets its name from its olive colored carapace, which 

is heart-shaped and rounded. Males and females grow to the same size; however, females have a slightly more rounded 

carapace as compared to the male. They are carnivores, and feed mainly on jellyfish, shrimp, snails, crabs, molluscs and a 

variety of fish and their eggs. These turtles spend their entire lives in the ocean, and migrate thousands of kilometers between 

feeding and mating grounds in the course of a year. 

 Interestingly, females return to the very same beach from where they first hatched, to lay their eggs. During this phenomenal 

nesting, up to 600,000 and more females emerge from the waters, over a period of five to seven days, to lay eggs. The coast 

of Orissa in India is the largest mass nesting site for the Olive-ridley, followed by the coasts of Mexico and Costa Rica.  

 WWF-India, along with the fishermen community, has been involved in protecting the Olive ridley rookery at the mass 

nesting site at Rushikulaya, in Orissa, by fencing off the nesting area and patrolling it till hatching and ensuring a safe passage 

for the hatchlings to the sea. It is estimated that approximately 1 hatchling survives to reach adulthood for every 1000 

hatchlings that enter the sea waters. This may also be the reason why arribadas happen and a single female can lay 80 to 120 

eggs and sometimes even twice in a season; to increase the hatchlings survival rate. 

 Olive-ridleys face serious threats across their migratory route, habitat and nesting beaches, due to human activities such as 

turtle unfriendly fishing practices, development and exploitation of nesting beaches for ports, and tourist centres. Though 

international trade in these turtles and their products is banned under CITES Appendix I, they are still extensively poached 

for their meat, shell and leather, and their eggs, though illegal to harvest, have a significantly large market around the coastal 

regions. However, the most severe threat they face is the accidental killing of adult turtles through entanglement in trawl nets 

and gill nets due to uncontrolled fishing during their mating season around nesting beaches. 

 To reduce accidental killing in India, the Orissa government has made it mandatory for trawls to use Turtle Excluder Devices 

(TEDs), a net specially designed with an exit cover which allows the turtles to escape while retaining the catch. However, 

this has been strongly opposed by the fishing communities as they believe TEDs result in loss of considerable amount of the 

catch along with the turtle.  

ZOOLOGICAL SURVEY OF INDIA  

 The Zoological Survey of India (ZSI), a subordinate organization of the Ministry of Environment and Forests was established 

in 1916 as a national centre for faunistic survey and exploration of the resources leading to the advancement of knowledge 
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on the exceptionally rich faunal diversity of the country. ZSI has its headquarters at Kolkata and 16 regional stations located 

in different geographic locations of the country. The following are the activities being carried out by the ZSI: 

Activities: 

 Study of the fauna of states 

 Fauna of conservation areas 

 Fauna of important ecosystems 

 Status survey of endangered species 

 Fauna of India and 

 Ecological Studies & Environmental impact assessments. 

 ZSI further provides: 

 Identification & Advisory Services, 

 Training & Extension Services in the field of animal taxonomy and faunistic surveys, 

 Library facilities and 

 Presentation & Publication of Research work in journals and books. 

THE SHAKTI CRIMINAL LAWS (MAHARASHTRA AMENDMENT) BILL, 2020 

 Criminal law, including matters covered by the Indian Penal Code, 1860 (IPC) falls under the Concurrent List of the 

Constitution.  This implies that both centre and states can pass criminal laws.  In the last decade, Parliament has 

amended the IPC to enhance the punishment for certain heinous rape cases.  For example, the Criminal Law 

(Amendment) Act, 2013 amended the IPC to allow death penalty in rape cases where the accompanying brutality 

leads to death or leaves the victim in a persistent vegetative state, and in cases of repeat offenders.  The Criminal 

Laws (Amendment) Act, 2018 provided for death penalty for rape and gang rape of girls below the age of 12 years.    

 Recently, states such as Andhra Pradesh, Arunachal Pradesh, and Chhattisgarh have also amended the IPC to enhance 

punishments for certain offences against women.  For example, Andhra Pradesh passed the Disha Bill, 2019 to 

provide for enhanced punishment (including death penalty) for certain crimes against women. The Shakti Criminal 
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Laws (Maharashtra Amendment) Bill, 2020 (Shakti Bill) was introduced in December 2020, and its provisions are 

similar to the Andhra Pradesh Disha Bill, 2019.   

 The Shakti Bill amends the IPC, the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973 (CrPC), and the Protection of Children from 

Sexual Offences Act, 2012 (POCSO Act) in their application to Maharashtra.  It amends these laws for offences 

committed against women and children to curb sexual crimes committed against them.  The Bill has been referred to 

a Joint Select Committee of MLAs and MLCs.   

Key Features 

 The Bill introduces death penalty for certain offences 

against women and children such as rape.  

 Punishment for certain offences such as providing 

false information and throwing acid has been 

enhanced.  

 The Bill proposes a shorter timeline for the 

investigation, trial, and disposal of appeal of certain 

offences.  

Issues to Consider 

 The Bill provides for mandatory death penalty, which has 

been held to be unconstitutional.  

 Shorter timeline for investigation and trial may not be 

sufficient to complete the relevant procedures.  

 Obligations have been placed on data intermediaries and 

custodians to share data for investigation, without any 

safeguards.  

Key Features 

Key features of the Shakti Bill include: 

 Death penalty: The Bill introduces death penalty for offences such as causing grievous hurt by use of acid, rape, and gang 

rape.  Under IPC, the maximum punishment for these offences is life imprisonment, along with a fine.  The Bill amends the 

IPC to provide for death penalty for these offences, where the offence is heinous, there is conclusive evidence, and the 

circumstances warrant exemplary punishment.   
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 Enhanced punishment: The Bill increases the term of imprisonment and fine for certain offences under the IPC and the 

POCSO Act as shown in Table:  

Offences Act (min-max) 2020 Bill (min-max) 

POCSO Act, 2012     

Sexual assault 3 - 5 years 5 - 7 years 

Aggravated sexual assault 5 - 7 years 7 - 10 years 

Penetrative sexual assault of a 

child below 16 years of age 

20 years – life imprisonment; and a 

fine  

20 years - death; and a fine of at least five lakh 

rupees 

IPC, 1860     

Voluntarily throwing or 

attempting to throw acid 

5 - 7 years 7 - 10 years 
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Intentionally providing false 

information to a public servant 

Six months (maximum) 1 year (maximum) 

 Intimidating a woman: The Bill adds that intimidating a woman will be punishable with imprisonment of up to two years 

and a fine of up to one lakh rupees.  Such intimidation includes: 

(i) offensive communication (which is lewd in nature), and  

(ii) use of social media to defame a woman, among others.  

 Failure to share data for investigation: The Bill provides that an investigating officer may seek data from social media 

platforms or telecom service providers, among others, for investigating specified offences against women and children under 

the IPC and the POCSO Act.  Such data must be shared with the officer within seven working days.  Failure to share data 

within the stipulated time will constitute an offence punishable with imprisonment of up to one month, or a fine of five lakh 

rupees, or both.   

 Disclosure of identity: Under IPC, disclosing the identity of the victim for offences such as rape committed against women 

and children is punishable with imprisonment and a fine.  The Bill extends this provision to other offences committed against 

women such as sexual harassment, voyeurism, and stalking. 

 Giving information of certain offences: Under CrPC, every person who is aware of the commission or intention to commit 

offences such as kidnapping for ransom, and robbery, should inform the nearest magistrate or police officer of such 

commission or intention.  The Bill extends this requirement to offences committed against women and children such as 

sexual harassment, stalking, and rape. 

 Shorter timeline: The Bill reduces the time for completion of investigation, trial, and disposal of appeal for offences 

committed against women and children such as rape and gang rape.  These timelines will also apply for the completion of 

investigation and other related procedures for acid attacks. 
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UNDERSTANDING THE ELECTION LAWS (AMENDMENT) BILL, 2021 

What are the recent amendments made to electoral law? Why has there been widespread opposition against these changes? 

 The story so far: Both Houses of Parliament have passed a Bill that seeks to amend the law relating to elections. It amends 

both The Representation of the People Acts of 1950 and 1951. A key amendment relates to the introduction of a provision to 

link the electoral rolls with the Aadhaar ecosystem. This measure has attracted considerable criticism from the Opposition as 

well as sections of civil society.  

WHAT ARE THE KEY CLAUSES IN THE BILL? 

 The Bill enables the voter registration ofcer to require applicants for inclusion of their names in the voters’ list, as well as 

those already enrolled in it, to submit their Aadhaar numbers. The idea is to verify the identity of voters by linking the Aadhaar 

database, which contains the unique identifcation numbers of every resident in the country, with the details contained in the 

electoral rolls.  

 The government says this will help weed out bogus voters, non-citizens being wrongfully included as voters, and those who 

fgure in the electoral rolls in more than one constituency. The Bill also increases the number of qualifying dates for the 

revision of electoral rolls from one per year to four. At present, January 1 of each year is the qualifying date. Every year, those 

turning 18 on or before that day is eligible to be a voter. This has been amended to include April 1, July 1 and October 1 so 

that one need not wait for the end of the year to apply for inclusion.  

 The Bill replaces the word ‘wife’ to ‘spouse’ to make the laws gender-neutral. Another clause allows for the requisition of 

any premises for the storage of election material, accommodation for security forces and election personnel. 

 IS AADHAAR-VOTER ID LINK MANDATORY? 

 The step is voluntary in nature to the extent that it says that no person can be denied inclusion in the electoral roll or any entry 

deleted because of the inability of an individual to furnish or intimate Aadhaar number. However, such inability or non-
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submission must have “sufcient cause as may be prescribed”. This means that a separate rule will be prescribed to list the 

possible reasons that may constitute “sufcient cause” for an applicant or voter not to submit their Aadhaar number. 

WHAT ARE THE OBJECTIONS TO THE BILL? 

 Opposition parties and activists object to the Bill broadly on the following grounds:  

a. that it violates individual privacy by mandating the linking of Aadhaar details with voter identity cards;  

b. that it goes against the Supreme Court judgment that limits the use of Aadhaar to the fnancial and welfare benefts 

given by the government, and bars the unnecessary expansion of the scope of Aadhaar to other areas of life; 

c. it may lead to large-scale deletion of names either inadvertently or deliberate targeting; 

d. that it is not really voluntary, as only a set of reasons to be prescribed later can be given for those who cannot or do 

not wish to give their Aadhaar number; and  

e. that it may help political parties to profle voters as favourable or unfavourable. 

 WHAT HAS BEEN THE EXPERIENCE OF THIS LINKING IN SOME STATES? 

 In 2018, the data used by the Election Commission to curate electoral rolls in Telangana and Andhra Pradesh was provided 

by the State Resident Data Hub (SRDH) - which is provided data by the UIDAI and curated further by State Governments. 

Activists claimed that lakhs of voters were deleted from the list of voters in Telangana in 2018, following this exercise. 

Anecdotally, several residents found that their names were deleted from the list of voters because of using the Aadhaar-related 

database to construct the electoral rolls. An RTI response also found that no door-to-door verifcation exercise was carried out 

to vet the database. Activists claim that the Aadhaar database is strewn with errors and therefore linking it to the voters’ list 

will result in severe omission errors if the Telangana and Andhra Pradesh examples bear out elsewhere too. 
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