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LAKES IN SIKKIM  

1. TSOMGO LAKE 

 Locally known as the Changu Lake, it is one of the most alluring lakes 

in Sikkim that you cannot miss to explore. Nestled amidst lofty peaks 

and majestic glaciers, this oval shaped lake spreads around 1 km and 

15m deep in the valley. Literally translating as the source of the Lakes 

this is actually the source of many small streams in the entire region. 

This is a paradise for bird watchers, as this Sikkim lake attracts a 

diverse range of birds, the Brahminy Duck is one of the native species 

which is found only in this lake. 

2. MENMECHO LAKE 

 Located just 20km ahead from the Tsomgo Lake, is the charming beauty of Menmecho 

Lake. It is located just below the Jelep La Pass and is also known as the source of 

Rangpochu River which flows through the state. A perfect Sikkimese destination for Trout-

Fishing, it attracts a hundred of travelers to satiate their love for fishing or exciting 

adventures. During winter is remains blankets with layers of snow, but spring makes it a 

colorful affair with lush greenery and varieties of flowers blooming. It is indeed one of 

the beautiful lakes in Sikkim. 



 

3 | P a g e  

3. KARTHOK LAKE 

 Most of the Lakes are considered holy and significant in the Sikkimese culture, and among 

all the sacred lakes of Sikkim, the Karthok Lake is considered to be the most mesmerizing 

and serene lakes in the state. As holy as it is considered by the locals, it is said that any 

wish made beside the lake with a pure heart never goes unheard by the Gods, and therefore 

lots of pilgrims visit this holy lake to seek blessings of Deities. Every year, there is a grand 

celebration arranged beside this holy lake in order to thank the Gods for good health 

and prosperity in the lives of locals. 

4.KHECHEOPALRI LAKE 

 The most appealing lake of Sikkim is no other than the Khecheopalri lake, located at a 

towering height of 38,710ft which makes it the highest lake in Sikkim. With its 

immense beauty is is also considered as one of the holiest lakes in the state. Worshipped 

by both Buddhists and Hindus, it attracts many visitors and pilgrims from all around 

the world. There is a legend which is said about this lake, that the birds around this lake protect this magical lake from any 

intruder. Visit this majestic lake and enjoy the sights around it. 

5. SAMITI LAKE 

 The tiniest lake of Sikkim, Samiti Lake is nestled between two different mountains. Being 

the tiniest lake it looks more charming and appealing with its immense beauty, travelers 

visit this serene lake while trekking to the Dzongri or Goecha La, it is a perfect spot to relax 

and rejuvenate for a while during a thrilling activity. Be ready to get swayed by its lovely charms and appeal. 

https://traveltriangle.com/blog/khecheopalri-lake/
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6.GREEN LAKE 

 Sikkim lakes have a completely unique charm which just mesmerize the visitors and 

travellers. But there are some lakes which are more famous for their mysterious 

existence, and tops on every travellers bucket list. Green Lake is one of them, it is the 

most mysterious lake in the state, according to the local natives, the lake once 

disappeared and is now just a lake basin. You will find many adventure seekers 

exploring this alluring lake, and the route to this lake is one of the most popular 

trekking routes in Sikkim and you can even enjoy a reflection of the Khangchendzonga 

peak on the lakes surface. 

7. GURUDONGMAR LAKE 

 If you believe in Nature magic then you really need to visit the Gurudongmar Lake, Sikkim. Located at the towering 

height of 17,100ft, this lake is the best example of tranquility one attains on a magical 

place. Nestled amidst snow-covered mountains, it is highly sacred for both the Hindus and 

the Buddhist. According to the local beliefs, it is said that one of the parts of this lake was 

blessed by Guru Rimpoche, so you will always find that particular spot never freezing no matter how hard the winter is. 

Another belief which is believed here is that worshipping this lakes grants the wishes of the couples who cannot have 

children!  

ANTI-DUMPING DUTY ON FIVE CHINESE GOODS 

 India has imposed antidumping duty on five Chinese products, including certain aluminium goods and some chemicals, for 

five years to protect local manufacturers from cheap imports from the neighbouring country. According to separate 

notifcations of the Central Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs (CBIC), the duties have been imposed on certain fat-rolled 

https://traveltriangle.com/blog/gurudongmar-lake/
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products of aluminium sodium hydrosulphite used in the dye industry, silicone sealant, used in manufacturing solar 

photovoltaic modules and thermal power applications, and hydrofuorocarbon (HFC) component R-32 and hydrofuorocarbon 

blends, both used in refrigeration 

  These duties were imposed following recommendations of the Commerce Ministry’s investigation arm, the Directorate 

General of Trade Remedies (DGTR). The DGTR, in separate investigations, has concluded that these products have been 

exported at a price below normal value in Indian markets, which has resulted in dumping. The domestic industry has suffered 

material injury due to the dumping, the DGTR said. The CBIC has imposed the duty on a vehicle component axle for trailers 

in CKD/SKD (complete and semi knocked down) form to protect domestic makers from cheap Chinese imports. It has also 

slapped the duty on imports of calcined gypsum powder from Iran, Oman, Saudi Arabia and the UAE for fve years. While 

the DGTR recommends the duty to be levied, the Finance Ministry imposes it. 

WHAT IS ANTI-DUMPING DUTY? 

 Anti-dumping duty is a tariff imposed on imports manufactured in foreign countries that are priced below the fair market value of similar goods 

in the domestic market. The government imposes anti-dumping duty on foreign imports when it believes that the goods are 

being “dumped” – through the low pricing – in the domestic market. Anti-dumping duty is imposed to protect local 

businesses and markets from unfair competition by foreign imports. 

 The duty is priced in an amount that equals the difference between the normal costs of the products in the importing country 

and the market value of similar goods in the exporting country or other countries that produce similar products. The anti-

dumping duty can be anywhere from 0% up to 550% of the invoice value of the goods. 

ROLE OF THE WTO IN REGULATING ANTI-DUMPING MEASURES 

 The World Trade Organization (WTO) plays a critical role in the regulation of anti-dumping measures. As an international organization, the 

WTO does not regulate firms accused of engaging in dumping activities, but it possesses the power to regulate how 

governments react to dumping activities in their territories. 

https://corporatefinanceinstitute.com/resources/knowledge/other/tariff/
https://corporatefinanceinstitute.com/resources/knowledge/finance/fair-value/
https://www.wto.org/
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 Some government sometimes react harshly to foreign companies engaging in dumping activities by introducing punitive 

anti-dumping duties on foreign imports, and the WTO may come in to determine if the actions are genuine, or if they go 

against the WTO free-market principle. 

 According to the WTO Anti-Dumping Agreement, dumping is legal unless it threatens to cause material injury in the 

importing country domestic market. Also, the organization prohibits dumping when the action causes material retardation in 

the domestic market. 

 Where dumping occurs, the WTO allows the government of the affected country to take legal action against the dumping 

country as long as there is evidence of genuine material injury to industries in the domestic market. The government must 

show that dumping took place, the extent of the dumping in terms of costs, and the injury or threat to cause injury to the 

domestic market. 

CALCULATING THE ANTI-DUMPING DUTY 

 The WTO Anti-Dumping Agreement allows governments to act in a way that does not discriminate between trading partners 

and honors the DATT 1994 principle when calculating the duty. The GATT 1994 principle provides a number of guidelines 

to govern trade between members of the WTO. It requires that imported goods not to be subjected to internal taxes in excess 

of the costs imposed on domestic goods. 

 Also, it requires that imported goods be treated the same way as domestic goods under domestic laws and regulations. 

However, it allows the government to impose a duty on foreign imports if they exceed the bound rates and threaten to cause 

injury to the domestic market. 

 There are several ways of determining whether an imported product has been dumped lightly or heavily, and the amount of 

duty to be applied. The first method is to calculate the anti-dumping duty based on the normal price of the product. 

 The second alternative is to use the price charged on the same product but in a different country. The last alternative is to 

calculate the duty based on the total product costs, expenses, and the manufacturer’s profit margins. 

A CHANCE TO TAP INDIA’S HIGH EQUITY IN MYANMAR  

https://corporatefinanceinstitute.com/resources/knowledge/economics/capitalism/
https://corporatefinanceinstitute.com/resources/knowledge/accounting/profit-margin/
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Though there are challenges, the momentum gained from the Indian Foreign Secretary’s recent visit must not be lost 

 

 The short visit to Myanmar (December 22-23) by India’s Foreign Secretary Harsh Vardhan Shringla had a clearlyetched 

mandate: to deepen cooperation with an important neighbour. His mission succeeded to a large extent, but challenges 

remain. The Indian delegation took a special fight to Naypyitaw and Yangon. It certainly eased logistics for the ofcials, but 

was fully utilised as it also carried one million India-made vaccine doses, as a gift to the people of Myanmar. 

REGIONAL DIMENSIONS 

 Mr. Shringla followed India’s calibrated middle-path position. Not the West’s refexive policy of condemnation, threats and 

sanctions against the military regime, but a position refective of regional realities. It is no easy task. Since the military coup 

on February 1, 2021, the international community has stayed divided on how to address the derailment of Myanmar’s 

transition to democracy. For a decade, the country’s ‘hybrid democracy’ based on powersharing between the military and 

elected representatives ran well enough. But an overwhelming electoral victory of the National League for Democracy 

(NLD) led by Daw Aung San Suu Kyi in No vember 2020, unnerved the military leadership. It apprehended that armed 

with a new mandate, the NLD would move fast to clip the Army’s wings.  

 The Tatmadaw (Myanmar’s military) moved faster, seizing power in violation of the Constitution and putting down the 

Opposition with an iron hand. The results have been disastrous for democracy, economy and the people’s well-being, 

especially as the political crisis coincided with COVID-19 ravaging the ‘Golden Land’. Global dismay was evident in the 

western sanctions, but others such as Russia saw the opportunity to strengthen ties with the new rulers. China regretted the 

loss of Daw Suu Kyi as a valuable ally but took urgent steps to stabilise and expand cooperation with the military regime. 

The Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) frst showed creativity through its ‘Five-Point Consensus’ formula, 

but later its unity stood damaged once Myanmar’s top leader Senior General Min Aung Hlaing (picture) refused to cooperate 

in the formula’s implementation. 

  In this highly polarised and complex situation, Mr. Shringla has succeeded in holding substantive discussions with the top 

State Administrative Council (SAC) leadership and political parties including the NLD in Naypyitaw as well as Senior 

General Min Aung Hlaing and the representatives of civil society in Yangon. India’s position, as conveyed to Myanmar, is 
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similar to and supportive of ASEAN: release of political prisoners; resolution of issues through dialogue; cessation of “all 

violence”; and full cooperation with ASEAN. In recent years, India has assisted Myanmar through capacity-building 

programmes for strengthening the transition to democracy. This assistance remains available, but it is not an ofer of 

mediation by India in the militaryNLD confict. This burden will have to be borne by ASEAN. That India’s position carries 

confdence is refected in an unusual interactive meeting Mr. Shringla held with a select group of Myanmar-based foreign 

Ambassadors. 

BILATERAL CONCERNS 

 Myanmar’s military is responding as it can. India’s principal concerns pertaining to border security and stability in its 

neighbourhood were clearly conveyed, especially the noticeable escalation of activities of anti-India insurgent groups. By 

handing over fve cadres of the Manipur People’s Liberation Army to Indian authorities before the Shringla visit, the military 

government demonstrated its desire for cooperation. It a so renewed the previous pledge that its nation’s territory would 

not be allowed to be used for any activities inimical to India. The second issue the outcome of Myanmar’s instability  is 

that of refugees. Several thousands of Myanmar people have sought shelter in Mizoram.  

 This will only be reversed by a political settlement in Myanmar, through dialogue. This issue too was taken up seriously, 

despite the understandable reiteration later of known positions in the regime’s formal take on discussions last week. 

Economic cooperation has always been a major agenda item in all bilateral discussions with Myanmar. This visit was no 

exception, with the usual emphasis on “people-centric socio-economic developmental projects”. Central to this is India’s 

long-delayed commitment to “expeditious implementation” of mega initiatives such as the Trilateral Highway and Kaladan 

projects. Unfortunately, no revised deadlines were announced. These projects continue to be the Achilles heel of the 

relationship. 

 

PROTOCOL DEPARTURE 

 Still, India continues to have high equity in Myanmar, which it must now carefully leverage. It is refected in the special 

gesture made by Senior General Min Aung Hlaing (who is Chairman of the SAC and Prime Minister) to receive Mr. 

Shringla and hold detailed discussions in Yangon. This is unusual. The Myanmar establishment is highly protocol-
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conscious. My innings as Ambassador in Yangon saw three visits by the Indian Foreign Secretary (i.e., two diferent ofce-

holders), but they were not received by the regime’s highest dignitary.  

 The protocol departure for Mr. Shringla revealed current political realities which should be carefully factored in by those 

who wrongly argue that China is the only friend Myanmar has. Also, though the request for the Indian Foreign Secretary’s 

call on Daw Suu Kyi was not acceded to, as was expected, it should be underlined that New Delhi made the request. There 

are other ways to pursue the matter as India has done in the past. A quiet approach then resulted in a rare call by this writer 

on Daw Suu Kyi in January 2003 when she was still under house arrest. Projecting the request this time around may yet 

produce results. 

 

BACK HOME, THE STEPS TO TAKE  

 Both the Government and the Opposition in Myanmar seem to understand India’s sober approach. India can leverage the 

gains of this visit and keep up the momentum by inviting Myanmar’s Foreign Minister at an appropriate time as well as 

other important stakeholders such as leaders of political parties, civil society and think tanks to India for deliberations with 

their counterparts here. The single goal should be to put Myanmar back on the path of becoming “a stable, democratic and 

federal union”. 

THE ‘INDIA OUT’ CAMPAIGN IN THE MALDIVES 

 The story so far: Over the last three years since Maldives President Ibrahim Mohamed Solih was elected to ofce, an ‘India 

Out’ [#IndiaOut] campaign has cropped up every now and then within the Indian Ocean island nation, mostly on social 

media. The campaign is led by government critics who accuse the Solih government of “allowing Indian boots on the 

ground”, and thereby “compromising the sovereignty” of the island nation. The ruling administration has denied there is 

any Indian military presence in the country, or a threat to Maldives’s sovereignty. More recently, the campaign has gained 

momentum with former President Abdulla Yameen leading it, after the Supreme Court on November 30 set him free, 

overturning his conviction in a case of alleged money-laundering. 

 WHAT IS IT IN RESPONSE TO?  
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 The campaign has got louder around key bilateral developments such as the signing of the Uthuru Thila Falhu (UTF) 

harbour development deal with India in February 2021. New Delhi is helping Male develop the Maldives National Defence 

Force Coast Guard Harbour. At the time of the signing, Maldivian Defence Minister Mariya Didi said the developed 

dockyard and harbour would give Maldives the opportunity “to protect our maritime interests on our own thereby enhancing 

our sovereignty”. The recent ‘India Out’ campaign has renewed the opposition to the initiative, seeing it as a way of 

allowing Indian military presence in the island nation. Similar resistance emerged in June, when India announced the 

opening of a consulate in the southern Addu Atoll. 

 WHY IS PRESIDENT YAMEEN JOINING THE CAMPAIGN SIGNIFCANT? 

 During former strongman Yameen’s term as President from 2013 to 2018, New Delhi-Male relations deteriorated 

drastically. Mr. Yameen’s ultimatum then to New Delhi to withdraw two Indian helicopters from the strategically important 

Laamu and Addu atolls escalated tensions. The former President is widely perceived as a friend of China, and his frequent 

confrontation with India, on economy and security matters, left bilateral ties rather strained at the end of his tenure. On the 

other hand, the Solih administration has opted for an ‘India frst’ foreign policy. It makes no secret of its preference for 

India as its frst choice, be it on security partnership, development assistance or COVID response, including vaccines. India, 

on its part, has committed $1.4 billion towards the Maldives’s “socio-economic development needs”, engaged through 

high-level visits, and lobbied extensively to help the Maldives clinch Presidency at the United Nations General Assembly. 

Mr. Yameen’s defeat in the 2018 polls, and the antagonistic dynamic that continues between New Delhi and him, do not 

bode well for India’s prospects for developing bipartisan ties in an important country in the neighbourhood. Further, the 

next presidential election is scheduled in 2023, and Mr. Yameen is trying to make a political comeback, tapping on both 

the anti-incumbency, and the anti-India sentiments among sections loyal to him. 

 WHAT IS THE GOVERNMENT’S RESPONSE? 

 The government has rejected the ‘India Out’ campaign, and issued at least two statements in recent weeks, expressing 

concern at attempts to spread “misguided and unsubstantiated information to propagate hatred towards India”. The Solih 

administration holds a “small group of individuals and a few political personalities” responsible for the campaign. In its 

most recent statement issued on December 19, the government said it “reafrms that the country’s long-standing ties with 

all its international partners are based on principles of mutual respect and understanding, and in accordance with respective 
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national and international law. Such interactions in the international sphere does not, and will not undermine the Maldives’ 

independence, sovereignty, and territorial integrity. In fact, they are designed to enhance the Maldives’ national interests, 

and deliver for the people of the Maldives”.  

WHAT ARE THE CHALLENGES AHEAD FOR THE INCUMBENT SOLIH ADMINISTRATION? 

 Although the government has repeatedly attributed the ‘India out’ campaign to small, politically motivated sections, the pressure to defend its 

India ties appears to be growing. This, along with the mounting challenges of incumbency, that too amid the persisting 

impact of the pandemic, cannot be easy. Further, the ruling Maldivian Democratic Party has been witnessing frequent 

tensions within, with Speaker and former President Mohamed Nasheed  who has expressed interest to run for Presidency 

in the next election, accusing President Solih of going soft on religious extremists and corrupt politicians. How these factors 

might impact India’s future engagement in the Indian Ocean archipelago might unravel in the coming year. 
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