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FCRA NOD FOR MISSIONARIES 
OF CHARITY RESTORED 
MHA had cited ‘adverse inputs’ for rejection 

The Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) on Friday restored the FCRA registration of 
Missionaries of Charity (MoC), the Catholic religious congregation set up by Nobel 
laureate Mother Teresa. 
The Foreign Contribution Regulation Act (FCRA) registration is mandatory to receive 
foreign donations. 
Debate in U.K. House 
The move comes just days after the Ministry issued a statement that the FCRA 
registration of the MoC was not renewed as “some adverse inputs were noticed.” 
The registration was renewed, making MoC eligible to receive and utilise foreign funds 
in its bank accounts even as the U.K Parliament debated the issue, seeking to know 
if the British government had raised with India the issue of blocking of overseas funds 
of the MoC and other non-governmental organisations (NGOs). 
On Friday, the MoC was removed from the list of around 6,000 NGOs whose 
registration has ceased to exist.  

AWAITING LAW PANEL REPORT 

ON UNIFORM CIVIL CODE: CENTRE 

It said different laws an affront to unity 

 “Citizens belonging to different religious and denominations follow different 
property and matrimonial laws which are an affront to the nation’s unity,” the Centre 
has informed the Delhi High Court while responding to a plea seeking direction to 
the government to draft a Uniform Civil Code. 

 The Centre also said it was awaiting the report of the Law Commission of India, 
which is examining various issues relating to the Uniform Civil Code. 

 The affidavit of the Ministry of Law and Justice came in response to a petition filed 
by BJP leader Ashwini Kumar Upadhyay, who has contended that the government 
has “failed” to put in place a Uniform Civil Code, as provided under Article 44 of the 
Constitution. 

 “The expression ‘Uniform Civil Code’ denotes the field of personal law relating to 
marriage, divorce, maintenance, custody and guardianship of children, inheritance 
and succession and adoption,” the Ministry said. 

 It said that Article 44 of the Constitution creates an obligation upon the State to 
endeavour to secure for citizens a Uniform Civil Code throughout the country. The 
Ministry said the purpose behind Article 44 is to strengthen the object of “Secular 
Democratic Republic” as enshrined in the Preamble of the Constitution. 

 
‘Power with Parliament’ 

 Responding to the plea which has sought a direction against the Union of India to 
draft a Uniform Civil Code in sprit of Article 44 of the Constitution within three 
months, the Ministry said it was against the Constitutional scheme. It reiterated that 
only the “Parliament exercises sovereign power to enact laws and no outside 
power or authority can issue a direction to enact a particular piece of legislation”. 
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NSO ESTIMATES FY22 GDP GROWTH AT 9.2% 

 India’s gross domestic product (GDP) is expected to grow by 9.2% in the 
current financial year following last fiscal’s 7.3% contraction, the National 
Statistical Office (NSO) said in its first advance estimates of economic output 
released on Friday, amid concerns over the likely impact of a third wave of the 
COVID pandemic. 

 GDP at constant prices (2011-12) in 
the year 2021-22 is estimated at 
₹147.54 lakh crore, as against the 
provisional estimate of GDP for the 
year 2020-21 of ₹135.13 lakh crore,” 
the NSO said, adding that growth in 
real GDP is pegged at 9.2%. “Real GVA 
at Basic Prices is estimated at ₹135.22 
lakh crore in 2021-22, as against 
₹124.53 lakh crore in 2020-21, 
showing a growth of 8.6%,” it added. 

ABOUT NSO  

 The National Sample Survey Office (NSSO) merged with the Central 
Statistical Office (CSO) to form the National Statistical Office (NSO). On 
23rd May 2019, the Government of India has approved the merger of NSSO 
and CSO.  

 The National Sample Survey Office (NSSO), formerly called the National 
Sample Survey Organisation was the largest organization in India conducting 
periodic socio-economic surveys.  

 The Government stated that the NSO will be headed by the Ministry of 
Statistics and Programme Implementation (MOSPI). 

NATIONAL SAMPLE SURVEY OFFICE (NSSO) – BACKGROUND 

 The NSSO was set up in 1950 to conduct large-scale sample surveys 
throughout India. The employees of the NSSO are from the Indian Statistical 
Service (appointed through the UPSC) and the Subordinate Statistical Service 
(appointed through the Staff Selection Commission). 

BACKGROUND OF CENTRAL STATISTICS OFFICE (CSO) 

 Earlier known as the Central Statistics Organisation of India, CSO is 
responsible for the coordination of statistical activities in India, and 
evolving and maintaining statistical standards. 
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INDIA TO OVERTAKE JAPAN AS ASIA'S 2ND 

LARGEST ECONOMY BY 2030:REPORT 

India's nominal GDP measured in USD terms is forecast to rise from $2.7 

trillion in 2021 to $8.4 trillion by 2030," IHS Markit Ltd said 

 India is likely to overtake Japan as Asia's second-largest economy by 2030 
when its GDP is also projected to surpass that of Germany and the UK to 
rank as world's No.3, IHS Markit said in a report on Friday. Currently, India 
is the sixth-largest economy in the world, behind the US, China, Japan, 
Germany and the United Kingdom. 

 India's nominal GDP measured in USD terms is forecast to rise from $2.7 
trillion in 2021 to $8.4 trillion by 2030," IHS Markit Ltd said. "This rapid 
pace of economic expansion would result in the size of Indian GDP 
exceeding Japanese GDP by 2030, making India the second-largest 
economy in the Asia-Pacific region." By 2030, the Indian economy would 
also be larger in size than the largest Western European economies of 
Germany, France and the UK. 

 Overall, India is expected to continue to be one of the world's fastest-
growing economies over the next decade," it said. The long-term outlook 
for the Indian economy is supported by a number of key growth drivers. 

 An important positive factor for India is its large and fast-growing middle 
class, which is helping to drive consumer spending," IHS Markit said, 
forecasting that the country's consumption expenditure will double from 
$1.5 trillion in 2020 to $3 trillion by 2030. 

 For the full fiscal year 2021-22 (April 2021 to March 2022), India's real 
GDP growth rate is projected to be 8.2 per cent, rebounding from the 
severe contraction of 7.3 per cent year-on-year in 2020-21, IHS Markit 
said. 

 The Indian economy is forecast to continue growing strongly in the 2022-
23 fiscal year, at a pace of 6.7 per cent. The rapidly growing domestic 
consumer market as well as its large industrial sector have made India an 
increasingly important investment destination for a wide range of 
multinationals in many sectors, including manufacturing, infrastructure 
and services. 

 The digital transformation of India that is currently underway is expected 
to accelerate the growth of e-commerce, changing the retail consumer 
market landscape over the next decade. 

 This is attracting leading global multinationals in technology and e-
commerce to the Indian market," according to the report. "By 2030, 1.1 
billion Indians will have internet access, more than doubling from the 
estimated 500 million internet users in 2020." 

 The rapid growth of e-commerce and the shift to 4G and 5G smartphone 
technology will boost home-grown unicorns like online e-commerce 
platform Mensa Brands, logistics start-up Delhivery and the fast-growing 



5 | P a g e  

online grocer BigBasket, whose e-sales have surged during the pandemic, 
IHS Markit said. 

 The large increase in FDI inflows to India that has been evident over the 
past five years is also continuing with strong momentum in 2020 and 
2021," it said. 

 This, it said, is being boosted by large inflows of investments from global 
technology MNCs such as Google and Facebook that are attracted to India's 
large domestic consumer market. 

 Being one of the world's fastest-growing economies will make India one of 
the most important long-term growth markets for multinationals in a wide 
range of industries, including manufacturing industries such as autos, 
electronics and chemicals, and services industries such as banking, 
insurance, asset management, healthcare and information technology. 

 

JAPAN, U.S. EXPAND DEFENCE COOPERATION 
 

 Japan moved ahead with an expansion of support to U.S. troops as the 

allies held top-level talks on Friday over tensions with China and North 

Korea. 

 U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken announced the two nations were 

signing a five-year extension of the support package provided by Japan 

for the hosting of around 50,000 U.S. troops on its soil. 

 The new agreement “will invest greater resources to deepen our 

military readiness and interoperability”, Mr. Blinken said at the opening 

of four-way virtual talks between the allies’ foreign and defence chiefs. 

 Our allies must not only strengthen the tools we have but also develop 

new ones,” Mr. Blinken said on Thursday in Washington. 

 Tokyo pays the costs of the U.S. forces in the country as well as utilities. 

A previous agreement was set to expire in March 2021, but was 

extended for a year around a change of administration in Washington. 

 U.S. Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin, appearing from isolation after a 

mild case of COVID-19, said the allies were “evolving our roles and 

missions to reflect Japan’s growing ability to contribute to regional 

peace and stability”. 

 Japan renounced its right to wage war after the Second World Warand 

has since developed a close alliance with Washington, which is treaty-

bound to defend the world’s third-largest economy. 

 According to the Foreign Ministry, the new five-year package will 

amount to 211 billion yen ($1.8 billion) per fiscal year, an increase of 

about 5%. 
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 The package comes amid growing tensions with China, which has 

stepped up incursions near the self-ruling democracy Taiwan. 

 Beijing’s provocative actions keep raising tensions across the Taiwan 

Strait and in the East and South China Sea,” Mr. Blinken said. 

 He also described North Korea’s missile programmes as an “ongoing 

threat” after Pyongyang fired a suspected ballistic missile into the sea. 

 A joint statement issued after the talks took aim at “efforts by China to 

undermine the rules-based order”, with specific reference to activity in 

the East and South China Seas. 

 

A SERIOUS LAPSE  

An improved protocol for the PM’s travel, and a repurposing of the SPG 
might be necessary 

 
 The lapse in Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s security arrangements, 

which left his convoy stranded on a fyover for around 20 minutes, near 
Ferozepur in Punjab on Wednesday is indeed a serious one as stated by the 
Union Home Ministry. But by quickly blaming the Punjab government and 
the State police, the Central functionaries triggered a blame game that has 
forestalled the possibility of a fair and credible inquiry into the incident. 
Two parallel inquiries have been announced, one by the Centre and 
another by the State, both of which are on hold until Monday when the 
Supreme Court of India will hear a plea on the issue. Discussions on 
national security are always surcharged in India but at least this one 
involving the personal security of the Prime Minister should have been 
more tempered.  

 Union Ministers and Bharatiya Janata Party functionaries turned this into 
yet another loyalty test, and resorted to hyperbole. India takes the security 
of its Prime Minister very seriously. After all, a sitting Prime Minister, a 
former Prime Minister, and the leader revered as the father of the nation 
are among the list of the country’s assassinated leaders. The Special 
Protection Group (SPG), with an outlay of around ₹600 crore in 2020 and 
around 3,000 personnel has just one job — protect one person, the Prime 
Minister. The critical question that is to be probed is who made the 
decision that the Prime Minister could, and should, travel by road for more 
than 100 km, from Bathinda to Ferozepur and what inputs went into 
making that decision. Assuming that someone concluded that it was 
advisable for the Prime Minister to be on the road for nearly two hours, the 
process that preceded it must be probed. 

 It was also decided that the Prime Minister should not be using a helicopter 
as was originally planned. The route was identifed in advance as a 
contingency plan, but the decision to use it was made at the last moment 
— a version that both the State and Central governments agree on. Various 
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scenarios involving miscommunication, misinformation and misjudgment 
are possible. Protesters who blocked the route were reportedly unaware 
of the Prime Minister’s travel. As the Union Home Minister said, 
accountability must be fxed, and loopholes must be plugged. Considering 
the mutual distrust the State and the Centre have now public, a Supreme 
Court-monitored probe could be a good way to get to the bottom of the 
matter in a credible manner. This episode must also lead to a more efcient 
protocol for the Prime Minister’s travel, and a repurposing of the SPG, if 
required. Meanwhile, loose talk, diatribe and electioneering on the issue 
must be shunned at all cost. 

 
 

THE BATON OF FOREST RESTORATION IN 

THE NET ZERO RACE  

For carbon sequestration, India must revisit its policy framework and 
reverse fading participation of local communities 

 India’s pledge to set a net zero target by 2070, at the COP26 summit, 
Glasgow, has again highlighted the importance of forests as an undisputed 
mechanism to help mitigate the challenges of climate change. Though, in 
more specifc terms, this was already highlighted during the United Nations 
Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCC) framework (2013) of 
REDD+ for Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Forest 
Degradation, along with the ‘sustainable management of forests for the 
conservation and enhancement of forest carbon stocks’. In a study by 
Griscom (2017), land-based sinks (natural climate solutions which also 
include forests) can provide up to 37% of emission reduction and help in 
keeping the global temperature below 2° C. Further, recent research has 
favoured a natural regeneration model of restoration over the existing 
much-hyped mode of tree planting as such forests are said to secure nearly 
32% carbon storage, as per one report of the Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change. 

CONTINUED DEGRADATION  

 Though India is said to have increased its forest cover by 15,000 square 
kilometres in the last six years, the degradation of existing forests 
continues. As per the State of Forests Report (1989), the country had 
2,57,409 sq.km (7.83% of its geographical area) under the open forest 
category, having a density of 10% to less than 40%. However, in 30 years 
(2019) this has been increased to 3,04,499 sq.km (9.26%). This means 
every year on average, nearly 1.57 lakh hectare of forests was degraded. 
This degradation highlights the presence of anthropogenic pressures 
including encroachment, grazing, fre, which our forests are subjected to. 
Having diverted nearly 1.5 million hectares of forests since 1980 for 
developmental activities and losing nearly 1.48 million hectares of forests 
to encroachers coupled with an intricate link between poverty and 
unemployment, India is witnessing enormous degradation of forests and 
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deforestation. This warrants the participation of people as an essential and 
efective route to achieve the desired target of carbon sequestration 
through the restoration of forests 

TERMS OF ENGAGEMENT  

 In a historic departure from pursuing commercial objectives to supporting 
the needs of people in a participatory manner (as envisaged in National 
Forest Policy, 1988), India made its attempt, in 1990, to engage local 
communities in a partnership mode while protecting and managing forests 
and restoring wastelands with the concept of care and share. This concept 
of joint forest management spelt much hope for States and forest-fringe 
communities. Later, the concept of forest development agencies was 
introduced to consolidate the eforts in an autonomous model, which paved 
the way for fund fow from various other sources to joint forest 
management committees. 

  The eforts to make this participatory approach operative resulted in the 
formation of nearly 1.18 lakh joint forest management committees 
managing over 25 million hectares of forest area. Most of these became 
active and operative while implementing various projects fnanced by 
external agencies such as the World Bank, the Overseas Economic 
Cooperation Fund (OECF) Japan, the Department for International 
Development (DFID) United Kingdom and the European Union (EU). The 
similar system of joint management in the case of national parks, 
sanctuaries and tiger reserves which existed in the name of eco-
development committees initially proved efective as it could garner the 
support of these participating communities not only for the protection and 
development of biodiversity but also in the considerable reduction in man-
animal conficts and the protection of forests from fres and grazing. 
However, the completion of the project period and lack of subsequent 
funding afected their functionality and also the protection of forests due to 
a lack of support from participating local communities including associated 
non-governmental organisations. 

  Except for the National Mission for Green India, in all other centrally 
sponsored programmes such as Project Tiger, fre management, Integrated 
Development of Wildlife Habitats (IDWH) including the Compensatory 
Aforestation Management and Planning Authority (CAMPA), the lack of 
priority and policy support to ensure the participation of local 
communities via the institutions of joint forest management committees 
slowly made their participation customary. This caused a gradual decline 
in their efectiveness. 

CHANGED ROLE NOW  

 The role of local institutions of gram panchayat or joint forest management 
committees is now restricted to be a consultative institution instead of 
being partners in planning and implementation. This indiference and 
alienation from the participatory planning and implementation of various 
schemes further afects the harmony between Forest Departments and 
communities, endangering the protection of forests. This is more relevant 
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while taking up restoration activities including tree planting outside the 
designated forest areas where motivation and encouragement of 
stakeholders (especially panchayats and urban local bodies) are crucial. As 
committed at Glasgow, India will have to ‘focus much more on climate 
change and devise strategies and programmes to achieve the net zero 
target’. Besides reducing the quantum of emissions in a phased manner — 
itself full of challenges — the approaches for carbon storage and ofsetting 
through natural sinks such as forests need to be given equal priority. 

 Replicate Telangana model To achieve net zero targets there is a need to 
revisit our existing legal and policy mechanisms, incentivise the local 
communities appropriately and ensure fund fow for restoration 
interventions, duly providing for the adequate participation of local people 
in planning and implementation through local institutions. Political 
priority and appropriate policy interventions (as done recently in 
Telangana by amending the panchayat and municipal acts for 
environmental concerns and creating a provision for a Green Fund, or 
Telangana Haritha Nidhi, for tree planting and related activities) need 
replication in other States. These should be supported by enabling fnancial 
and institutional support mechanisms and negotiations with stakeholders 
to incentivise local communities to boost eforts to conserve and develop 
forest resources. Though India did not become a signatory of the Glasgow 
Leaders’ Declaration on Forests and Land Use, the considerations of land 
tenure and the forest rights of participatory communities with accelerated 
fnances will help aid steps in the race toward net zero. This inclusive 
approach with political prioritisation will not only help reduce emissions 
but also help to conserve and increase ‘our forest cover’ to ‘a third of our 
total area’. It will also protect our once rich and precious biological 
diversity 
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