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POLLS IN FIVE STATES FROM FEBRUARY 10 TO MARCH 
7 

 Assembly elections in Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Punjab, Goa and Manipur will 
be held between February 10 and March 7, the Election Commission of India 
announced on Saturday. 

 The counting of votes for all 690 constituencies across the five States, where a 
total of 18.34 crore citizens are eligible to vote, will be held on March 10. 

 The Commission banned all physical campaigning till January 15 due to the rise in 
COVID-19 cases across the country. 

 The polling for Uttar Pradesh’s 403 Assembly seats will be held over seven 
phases on February 10, February 14, February 20, February 23, February 27, 
March 3 and March 7. 

 Punjab, Goa and Uttarakhand will all vote on a single day, February 14, while 
polling in Manipur will be held over two phases on February 27 and March 3. 

REVIEW ON JAN. 15 

 Citing Article 172(1) of the Constitution that sets a five-year term for each 
Assembly, Mr. Chandra said, “Any postponement of Assembly elections may 
result in a situation that denies people of that State the right to elect an 
accountable government of their choice.” 

 

RESPECT LAWS PASSED BY T.N. ASSEMBLY, CM TELLS 
GOVERNOR 

 Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M.K. Stalin said on Saturday that it was the basic principle 
of a democracy that when the Assembly of a State invoked its right and enacted a 
law, the Governor should respect it and give his approval. 

 Addressing a meeting of MLAs of all parties to chalk out the next move to get the 
State exempted from the National Eligibility-cum-Entrance Test (NEET), Mr. Stalin 
said the Governor had failed to send the Bill against NEET, adopted in the Assembly, 
to the President even after he requested him to do so 
 

‘PROVE WE’RE UNITED’ 

 He said, “This meeting has been convened since the rights of the States and the rights 
of the Assemblies to enact laws are under question. It is our goal to put an end to 
NEET and protect the interests of Tamil Nadu students. The meeting has been 
convened to prove that all are unanimous in their opposition to NEET.” 

 Mr. Stalin said there was a need to form an opinion that political parties in T.N. were 
united since the problem concerned the State. 

 
 

PUSHED BY POVERTY TO GIVE AWAY THEIR 
NEWBORNS 
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Delhi police bust fraud adoptions but face moral dilemma 

 Hands tied: Many parents admitted to giving away their babies because of 
financial crunch.  

 Nazma’s* son was just a day old when she told her estranged mother, a midwife, 
that she would not be able to raise her baby. The 28-year-old mother of five 
knew that the monthly income as an erickshaw driver of her husband, who was 
an alcoholic and often beat her up, was not enough to take care of another 
member in the family. 

 In less than a week, she chose to hand over her infant to a family in west Delhi. 
She only wished for a good family to raise her son. She received 2,00,000 in 
return. 

 Rekha, whom Nazma’s mother knew, helped her in this arrangement. “When I 
reached the appointed place in Uttam Nagar, Rekha was there with a couple who 
took my child and kissed him in front of me and then Rekha took money from 
the couple and surprisingly gave it to me,” she said. 

 The Hindu met more families like Nazma’s who — driven by poverty — chose to 
give away their newborns. The Delhi police recently busted the gang of women 
who were running a racket of selling newborn babies in the city. Their modus 
operandi involved preying on pregnant women from economically weaker 
sections who were willing to give away their babies for 50,000 to 2 lakh, as 
their circumstances did not allow them to raise another child. 

DIRE NEED 

 In Nazma’s case, her husband’s “refusal to take contraceptive measures and her 
inability to undergo tubectomy owing to her religious faith” made her situation 
difficult. While she wasn’t looking for any monetary gain in this, Chandni*, 
residing in north Delhi, was in dire need. Into her seventh month of pregnancy, 
the mother of three realised it wouldn't be easy to raise another child. She was 
already struggling with the medical expenses of her four-year-old son with 
breathing issues. She confided in her sister-in-law Rashmi*, an egg donor at an 
IVF centre in Patel Nagar. Chandni knew Kajal, an employee at the IVF centre. 
Kajal assured her of taking the newborn provided the baby was handed over 
within 10 days of birth. 

 Chandni’s husband, a drum player at weddings and a daily wager, was against 
his wife’s decision as he wanted to keep their son. But Chandni insisted on giving 
the child away in exchange for money as that could be used for treating their 
other son. 

 “I asked Kajal if I would be able to see my child later but she refused. She did not 
share any details about the family either, only told us he will go to a good 
family,” she said. 

 Ten days after her son’s birth in April, Chandni, along with Rashmi, went to meet 
Kajal. “She met us in a park in east Delhi, took my baby and returned with 

2,00,000. “After that day, she stopped taking my calls when I tried to reach her 
to enquire about my baby,” she said. 

 Jyotsna’s* fifth pregnancy was unwanted. Her neighbour Anjali – whose role is 
being investigated — advised her against abortion and told her to give the baby 
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to a family in need. She also told Jyotsna that her brother and sister-in-law 
would adopt her child. 

ILLEGAL ADOPTIONS 

 According to investigators, after these women procured the babies, they dressed 
them in “appealing clothes”, took videos and photos and circulated them in their 
circles and to prospective buyers. The selling price of a child was usually between 

5 lakh- 6 lakh, of which 1 lakh- 2 lakh was given to the biological mother. 
The rest of the money was kept as a commission by the procurers. The women 
contacted each other only through mobile phones and met at the IVF centres to 
avoid suspicion. 

 According to the police, the women believed they were doing no wrong but 
helping childless couples. The police have so far recovered three children and 
located 10 more. An officer said some of the children have been placed in affluent 
families while their biological parents struggle to make ends meet. “The 
unearthing of this racket also presents a moral dilemma,” said Special 
Commissioner of Police Devesh Chandra Srivastava. “But we have to work under 
the ambit of law.” 

 Mr. Deo said the economically weaker sections also needed to be made aware of 
the racket of selling their children illegally. 

 

GREAT EXPECTATIONS: ASSEMBLY POLLS WILL 
INFLUENCE THE COURSE OF NATIONAL POLITICS 

 The election outcomes will set the tone for 2024 across parties and issues 
 Assembly elections in Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Manipur, Punjab and Goa will 

litigate some key political questions that will have resonance across the country. 
There are at least six defining issues of these Assembly elections that will 
influence the course the country’s politics ahead of the 2024 Lok Sabha polls. 

 First, two national parties are defending one of their key turfs each this time — 
the BJP in Uttar Pradesh and the Congress in Punjab. 

 To understand the importance of Uttar Pradesh and Punjab in the scheme of 
things of the BJP and the Congress, respectively, note the contribution that these 
States make to their national strength. Eleven of the Congress’s 52 Lok Sabha 
seats — 20% — comes from Punjab. Of the BJP’s 301 Lok Sabha seats, 62, again 
20%, comes from Uttar Pradesh. 

 The BJP and the Congress are not facing each other, however, as they do in 
Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh, and Chhattisgarh. The Opposition space is in a flux in 
both States. The Samajwadi Party (SP) is drawing crowds in Uttar Pradesh, and 
the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) is a talking point in Punjab, but incumbents appear to 
have an upper hand at the start. 

MINORITY PROBLEM 

 Secondly, both national parties have a ‘minority problem’ that is in the spotlight. 
The BJP is practically non-existent in Punjab; and the Congress is practically 
non-existent in Uttar Pradesh — which shows a fundamental struggle that these 
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national parties face. The BJP is impulsively mistrusted by religious minorities, 
and its efforts to woo Sikhs, remain half-hearted. It swings between 
accommodation and hostility. The party’s confrontation with Sikhs, a largely 
farming community, on the question of three controversial farm laws, has 
shrunk its appeal further this time. 

 The Congress on the other hand is seen largely as the party inherently trusted by 
the religious minorities. The party’s strongholds these days are regions and 
constituencies that have a significant population of minorities, leaving it 
unviable in places and situations of communal polarisation. 

 The BJP’s minority problem is that it is not trusted by them; the Congress’s is 
that its base is confined to minority regions. The BJP has been wooing Sikhs in 
Punjab through measures such as making visits to their sacred sites in Pakistan 
easier; it perhaps wanted to signal friendship to Catholics in Goa, who constitute 
a third of the population, when Prime Minister Narendra Modi met with the 
Pontiff last year. 

 The BJP wants to get a foothold in Punjab; the Congress wants to get a foothold 
in Uttar Pradesh, through these elections. 

 Third, leadership questions for both parties will come into sharp focus through 
these elections. If the BJP wins Uttar Pradesh, Yogi Adityanath will emerge as the 
prospective successor to Mr. Modi. His brand campaign in recent months puts 
the spotlight on him as an unapologetically brash Hindu leader who is turning 
around India’s biggest State — replicating what Mr. Modi had done as CM of 
Gujarat in the run up to 2014. Unlike other Chief Ministers of the party. Mr. 
Adityanath has already established himself outside the shadow of Mr. Modi. 

 In the Congress, Priyanka Gandhi Vadra is in charge of its Uttar Pradesh strategy; 
and she chose Navjot Singh Sidhu as party president in Punjab. The party’s 
performance will reflect on her leadership skills, and influence internal debates 
on her role. 

REGIONAL ISSUES 

 Fourth, two models of regional politics are at test in these elections. The SP in 
Uttar Pradesh represents backward politics led by a dominant caste; the 
Shiromani Akali Dal in Punjab helms a minority religious politics. 

 These are two distinct models in the spectrum of regional political formations in 
India. Both are facing a crisis, as their traditional mobilisation strategies are now 
weak, and their corruption-ridden dynastic politics is increasingly unacceptable 
to the electorate. 

 Fifth, Dalit politics in the heartland is at a crossroads. Dominated by the Bahujan 
Samaj Party (BSP) until some years ago, Dalits politics is adrift now, and is in 
search of a platform. The BSP, which has been in power in Uttar Pradesh several 
times in the past, appears to be in terminal decline. It had a strong presence in 
Punjab too, though it never won power. 

 The BJP has made significant inroads among the Dalits, at the cost of the BSP in 
Uttar Pradesh. In Punjab, the Dalits have largely voted for the Congress in the 
past, and the party is trying to consolidate them following the appointment of 
Charanjit Singh Channi, a Dalit, as Chief Minister. 

DALIT POLITICS 
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 The outcomes of these Assembly elections may give some indication of how Dalit 
politics will evolve from here on. The BJP and the Congress are both trying to 
expand their acceptance among the Dalits. 

 Sixth, the ambitions of two Chief Ministers who want to form a non-Congress 
alternative to the BJP are on test in these elections. Delhi Chief Minister and AAP 
supremo Arvind Kejriwal, and West Bengal Chief Minister and Trinamool 
Congress leader Mamata Banerjee are testing their politics outside their 
respective current arenas. 

 Both want to emerge as the principal challenger to Mr. Modi ahead of 2024. Mr. 
Kejriwal’s focus is Punjab where his party had emerged as the second largest in 
2017; Ms. Banerjee is focussing on Goa. The AAP is also in Goa, Uttarakhand and 
Uttar Pradesh; TMC is trying to be a player in Manipur. 

 The national ambitions of these two leaders are based on two different models 
and two different sets of calculations. 

 Their performance this time can influence the course of national politics ahead 
of 2024. 

 

PLEA IN SUPREME COURT AGAINST ILPS IN MANIPUR  

Govt. takes steps to prevent disorder 

 A little known West Bengal-based organisation, Amara Bangali, has filed a 
petition in the Supreme Court opposing the implementation of the Inner Line 
Permit System (ILPS) in Manipur. 

 Fearing that there may be communal tension, the Manipur government has 
taken up all necessary steps to maintain law and order. 

 The Supreme Court has directed the Manipur government to file an affidavit. 
 Manipur Chief Minister N. Biren, who is also in charge of Home, said, “The 

government has made all preparations to meet the challenge of this organisation 
in the Supreme Court. These people are the ones who had done nothing good for 
us”. 

 Mr. Biren has been saying that the Modi government’s move of imposing the 
ILPS was a ‘gift’ to the people which had been long denied by the previous 
Congress government. It would go a long way in protecting the interests of the 
indigenous people who “fear being swamped”, he said. The ILPS has been in 
force in Mizoram, Nagaland and Arunachal Pradesh. Outsiders planning to enter 
these States must obtain a permit specifying the number of days they can stay 
and they must leave after it expires. 
 

GHARIALS TO RETURN TO ORANG NATIONAL PARK 

It is to be expanded to more than thrice its existing size; to include dolphins, 
turtles 

 Gharials were locally extinct for over six decades. The govt. is planning to 
rehabilitate them with better protection. 
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 The gharial, wiped out from the Brahmaputra River system in the 1950s, could 
be the prime beneficiary of a process to expand an Assam tiger reserve that shed 
its “Congress connection” five months ago. 

 The Assam government had on January 3 issued a preliminary notification for 
adding 200.32 sq. km to the 78.82 sq. km Orang National Park, the State’s oldest 
game reserve about 110 km northeast of Guwahati. 

 Much of the area to be added comprises the Brahmaputra river and the sandbars 
or islands in it, some cultivated by locals or used as sheds for livestock. Forest 
officials said the administrative heads of the Darrang and Sonitpur districts have 
been asked to determine the “existence, nature and the right of any person in or 
over the proposed schedule of land”. 

 Orang, on the northern bank of the river, is strategic to the Kaziranga Orang 
Riverine Landscape. Tigers and rhinos are known to use the islands in this 
riverine landscape, about 180 km long, to hop between Orang and Kaziranga. 

 But what has enthused wildlife experts is the prospect of reintroducing the 
gharial (Gavialis gangeticus) in the area to be added to Orang.  

 The Gangetic dolphin is also expected to be a beneficiary of the final notification 
of the addition to Orang, expected to take at least three months after the rights 
and claims are settled. 

16 SPECIES OF TURTLES 

 The landscape has 16 species of turtles that need more conservation too,” Mr. 
Baruah said. 

 One of the four major rhino habitats in Assam, Orang was recognised as a tiger 
reserve in 2016. The HimantaBiswaSarma government had in September 21 
dropped the ‘Rajiv Gandhi’ prefix to Orang given by the Congress government in 
1992. 

 Other national parks in Assam are Kaziranga, Manas, Nameri, Dibru-Saikhowa, 
Raimona and DehingPatkai. 

MALDIVES INKS KEY DEALS WITH 
CHINA 
Beijing agrees on visa exemption for Maldivians, signs aid pact on infrastructure 

 Maldives and Chinaon Saturday signed key bilateral agreements during Chinese 
Foreign Minister Wang Yi’s visit, on developing and maintaining infrastructure 
in the Indian Ocean archipelago, besides agreeing on a visa-free travel 
arrangement for Maldivians intending to travel to China. 

 Mr. Wang arrived in Male on Friday, as part of his five-nation trip to Eritrea, 
Kenya, the island nation of Comoros, the Maldives and Sri Lanka. Maldivian 
Foreign Minister Abdulla Shahid and his Chinese counterpart unveiled a special 
official logo to mark 50 years of diplomatic relations between the countries. “For 
the past five decades, China has been an important partner in the socio-
economic development of the Maldives, contributing immensely towards social 
housing, capacity building, infrastructure development, and tourism. I have no 
doubt that Maldives-China relations will rise to new heights under the able 
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leadership of both President Ibrahim Mohamed Solih, and President Xi Jinping,” 
Mr. Shahid said, at a press conference. 

 A statement issued by the Maldivian Foreign Ministry said the visa-waiver 
agreement would allow Maldivians to travel to China on 30-day visa free basis 
once the pandemic restrictions are lifted. The two governments signed an 
agreement of ‘Economic and Technical Cooperation’ on grant aid, focusing on 
social, livelihood, and infrastructure projects. Further, the Government of 
Maldives signed a ‘Letter of Exchange’ on a ‘Feasibility Study of Management and 
Maintenance of China-Maldives Friendship Bridge’, for Chinese assistance in 
maintaining the 1.4-km bridge connecting capital Male with the island of 
Hulhumale. 

 It was built with $200 million Chinese assistance during the term of former 
President Abdulla Yameen, whose government was close to Beijing. The bridge 
is considered China’s flagship project in the Maldives. Male owes Beijing about 
$1.4 billion from past loans, which President Ibrahim Mohamed Solih’s 
government has sought to “restructure”. 

 China also agreed to back a sea-water desalination project and cooperate in the 
health sector, the Foreign Ministry said. Minister Wang’s visit would be one of 
“great significance to the future development of our bilateral relations”, Chinese 
Ambassador in Male Wang Lixin said in a tweet. 

 Mr. Wang’s visit will be watched closely by New Delhi, which has maintained 
frequent contact with the Solih government that openly pursues an ‘India First’ 
foreign policy. Following regime change in Male in 2018, New Delhi committed 
$1.4 billion to development in the island nation that is home to about 5.5 lakh 
people. 

 Mr. Wang’s visit also coincides with a growing ‘India Out’ campaign among 
sections within the Maldives that oppose “Indian military presence” in the 
country. The government has denied the allegation. The ‘India Out’ campaign has 
more recently intensified, with the backing of President Yameen, whose 
conviction in a money laundering case was recently overturned by the Supreme 
Court. 

U.S. TRADE CHIEF EXPRESSES SUPPORT FOR 
LITHUANIA 

Vilnius is under pressure from Beijing 

 U.S. Trade Representative Katherine Tai on Friday expressed strong U.S. support 
for Lithuania and the European Union in the face of “economic coercion” from 
China during a call with EU Executive Vice-President Valdis Dombrovskis, USTR 
said in a statement. 

 The expression of support for Lithuania is the second this week from Ms. Tai, 
who had a call with Lithuanian Foreign Minister Gabrielius Landsbergis on 
Wednesday. 

 Lithuania is under pressure from China, which claims democratically ruled 
Taiwan as its own territory, to reverse a decision last year to allow the island to 
open a de facto Embassy in Vilnius under its own name. 



 

9 | P a g e  

 China has recalled its Ambassador to Lithuania and downgraded diplomatic ties, 
and is pressuring companies like German car parts giant Continental to stop 
using Lithuanian-made components. It has also blocked Lithuanian cargos from 
entering China. 

 “Ambassador Tai emphasized the importance of working with the European 
Union and its member states to address coercive diplomatic and economic 
behavior through various avenues, including the U.S.-EU Trade and Technology 
Council,” USTR said, referring to a new cooperative effort launched by Ms. Tai 
and Mr. Dombrovskis last September to improve ties and better compete with 
China. 

 Ms. Tai and Mr. Dombrovskis, who serves as the EU’s trade chief, also discussed 
cooperation to address “global non-market excess capacity” in steel and 
aluminium, a reference to China’s overproduction of the metals that have 
flooded world markets. 

 

CAN ONLINE BULLYING OF WOMEN BE 
PUNISHED 

What are the laws under which people who spread misogyny and hate may be 
stopped? 

 The story so far: Taking cognisance of multiple complaints that photographs of 
Muslim women had been posted on one “Bulli Bai” mobile app for fake auctions, 
the police in Delhi and Mumbai have registered separate cases. While the Mumbai 
police have so far arrested three persons, the Delhi police have arrested a B.Tech. 
student for allegedly creating the application on the GitHub platform, which has 
now blocked the app. This is the second such case reported since July 2021, when 
a similar application named “Sulli Deals” —in which images of Muslim women 
were uploaded in the same manner —was detected. Following complaints lodged 
by some victims, the Delhi police had then lodged a case. 

WHAT ARE THE LEGAL PROVISIONS INVOKED? 

 The police have invoked Sections 153A, 153B, 295A, 354D, 500 and 509 of the 
Indian Penal Code (IPC) and Section 67 of the Information Technology Act. 

 Section 153A pertains to the offence of promoting enmity between different 
groups on grounds of religion, etc., and doing acts prejudicial to maintenance of 
harmony; while Section 153B relates to imputations, assertions prejudicial to 
national-integration. Section 295A provides punishment for deliberate and 
malicious acts, intended to outrage religious feelings. 

 Section 354D provides that any man who monitors the use by a woman of the 
internet, email or any other form of electronic communication with malintent, 
commits the offence of stalking. Under this provision, the punishment may extend 
to five years of imprisonment with fine, in the case of second or subsequent 
conviction. 
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 While Section 500 defines the punishment for defamation, Section 509 of the IPC 
addresses the offence of word, gesture or act intended to insult the modesty of a 
woman. 

 Section 67 of the IT Act lays down the punishment for publishing or transmitting 
obscene material in electronic form. The first conviction attracts imprisonment 
up to three years and fine up to 5 lakh and the second or subsequent conviction 
may lead to imprisonment up to five years and fine that may extend to 10 lakh. 

WHAT ARE THE OTHER PROVISIONS RELATED TO CYBERCRIMES? 

 Section 66E of the IT Act prescribes punishment for violation of privacy. Also, 
sections 354A (sexual harassment and punishment for sexual harassment) and 
354C (voyeurism) of the IPC, which were introduced along with sections 354B 
and 354D in 2013, may also be applied in conjunction with the relevant IT Act 
provisions, based on the nature of the offence. 

WHAT ARE THE RESPONSIBILITIES OF INTERMEDIARIES LIKE SOCIAL MEDIA 
PLATFORMS? 

 Although the intermediaries are not liable for any third-party data or 
communication link hosted or stored by them, they are required to retain the 
requisite data for a duration as prescribed by the Government and supply the 
same to the authorities concerned, as and when sought. 

 Any contravention attracts punishment as prescribed under the IT Act. 

HAVE SOME ADDITIONAL STEPS BEEN TAKEN? 

 On February 25, 2021, the Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology 
notified the Information Technology (Intermediary Guidelines and Digital Media 
Ethics Code) Rules, 2021. 

 Its provision —“Due diligence by intermediaries and grievance redressal 
mechanism” —requires them to inform their users not to host, display, upload, 
modify, publish, transmit, store, update or share any illegal information. 

 They include contents that are defamatory, obscene, pornographic, paedophilic, 
invasive of another's privacy, insulting or harassing on the basis of gender, 
libellous, racially or ethnically objectionable, etc. 

 The intermediaries, on the direction of the court or appropriate government 
agency, are prohibited from hosting, storing or publishing any information 
declared unlawful. 

 Within 24 hours from the receipt of a complaint from, or on behalf of, an 
individual about any offensive content, they are required to take all reasonable 
and practicable measures to remove or disable access to it. 

 

GENDER JUSTICE 

The first woman judge in Pak. Supreme Court comes with a stellar reputation 

 The nomination of Justice Ayesha Malik as the first woman judge of the Supreme 
Court of Pakistan has been welcomed across the world for being a progressive 
move in the male-dominated topmost appellate court of the country. However, 
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the development has exposed, once again, the rift between the military 
establishment and its rivals, especially in the judiciary. 


