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CHAIRMAN OF SC PANEL ON CHAR DHAM 

PROJECT QUITS 
Ravi Chopra says Himalayas ‘desecrated’ 

 Environmentalist and Chairman of the Supreme Court-appointed High Powered Committee 

(HPC) to oversee the execution of the marquee Char Dham road-widening project Ravi Chopra 

has resigned from his post, stating the panel to protect the Himalayas “has been shattered.” 

 The Supreme Court on December 14 allowed double-lane widening of roads for the project in 

view of “security concerns”. Mr. Chopra and some members of the HPC had previously argued 

against such widening. 

 The judgment, Mr. Chopra said, confined the role of the HPC to overseeing the implementation 

of its recommendations for the project on two “non-defence” roads. “In the circumstances, I do 

not see any purpose in continuing to head the HPC or indeed, even to be a part of it,” he stated. 
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 Mr. Chopra’s letter dated January 27, only just made public and viewed by The Hindu, says 

that as a member of the HPC, he saw “the desecration” of the Himalayas. 

 

THE CHAR DHAM PROJECT, ITS ECOLOGICAL IMPACT & 

THE SC JUDGMENT 
 

WHAT IS THE CHARDHAM MAHAMARG VIKAS PARIYOJNA?  

 The Chardham Mahamarg Vikas Pariyojna, whose foundation stone was laid in 

December 2016, seeks to improve connectivity between four pilgrimage sites – 

Kedarnath, Badrinath, Yamunothri, and 

Gangothri – in Uttarakhand. 

 The project, which costs around Rs 12,000 

crore, seeks to develop approximately 889 km 

of road in the Himalayan region. 

 The Char Dham project will focus on the 

widening of the existing roads in the region, 

along with ensuring adequate and sufficient 

slope protection. 

 The entire length of the highways will be two-

laned with paved shoulder and with a minimum 

width of 10 metres, the government has announced. 

 The width of the carriageway had been in contravention to the Ministry of Road 

Transport and Highways circular of 2018 which had advised against building full-

fledged roads cutting across the Himalayan slopes, prescribing a maximum of 5.5 m 

width for the sensitive roads. 

 

WHAT WILL BE THE BENEFITS OF THE CHAR DHAM PROJECT? 

 The existing roads in the precarious terrain are travel through fragile mountainous 

slopes, and suffer from the handicaps of load, capacity, safety, and speed, as per 

MoRTH. 

 The improved road connectivity, which seeks to develop and widen these roads, will 

make travel safer, economical, comfortable, environment-friendly, and all-weather. 

 In addition to conveniencing travel for purposes of tourism and pilgrimage in 

Uttarkhand, wider roads are required in the Char Dham region in order to transport 

crucial military equipment to the mountainous territory, which is adjacent to the India-

China border, the government has posited. 

 

WHAT WERE THE OBJECTIONS? 

 Environmentalist groups, including Dehradun-based Citizens for Green Doon, in their 

plea opposing the widening of the highway, cited the massive landslides and other 

environmental disasters that have resulted due to felling of trees and destruction of 

ecosystems for infrastructure projects. 

 A High-Powered Committee (HPC) was set up the Supreme Court to consider the 

cumulative and independent impact of the Chardham project on the Himalayan valleys. 

 

THE REPORT OF THE HIGH-POWERED COMMITTEE  
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 In July 2020, the HPC submitted two reports after members of the panel conflicted on 

the ideal width for hill roads. The 

minority recommendation, made by 4 

members of the HPC argued that “a 

disaster-resilient road is much more 

critical” than a wider road “prone to 

frequent blockages, landslides and 

recurring slope failures,”. 

 On the other hand, 21 HPC 

members, 14 of them government 

officials, sought a 12-m road width. 

 

SUPREME COURT RULES IN 

FAVOUR OF 5.5 KM ROAD 

LENGTH 

 The Supreme Court in September 

2020 upheld the recommendation of 

the minority, ruling that the 

carriageway width should be limited 

5.5 m in the precarious terrain. 

 

THE CENTRAL GOVT'S CONTENTION 

 The central government challenged the ruling, citing concerns of national interest. It 

had pushed for the road to be developed to two-lane with paved shoulders, and having 

a width of 10m. 

 "China is building helipads and buildings on the other side… so trucks carrying artillery, 

rocket launchers and tanks may have to pass through these roads," Attorney General 

KK Venugopal had told the top court in November 2021. 

 

THE ENVIRONMENTALISTS' ARGUMENT 

 Citizens for Green Doon in November had argued in the court that the army was 

satisfied with the existing roads but was only following the dictates of the government,  

 The NGO further contended that the road widening exercise was being sought merely 

in order to facilitate the Char Dham Yatra. 

 

THE SUPREME COURT'S JUDGMENT 

 Pronouncing judgment in the Char Dham case, the Supreme Court on Tuesday, 14 

December, allowed the double-lane paved shoulder configuration for the Chardham 

road project. 

 The court's order was devised taking into consideration the recent security challenges 

at the India-China border, and the strategic importance of having double-lane roads for 

swift movement of the armed forces. 

 

WHAT DO ENVIRONMENTALISTS SAY? 

 "It is quite a disappointment and extremely unfortunate that the judges have come to 

this kind of a conclusion. There is no rationale for this. They have bypassed all of the 

scientific evidence from over the years for the dangers of infrastructure projects going 

beyond the carrying capacity," environment activist Mallika Bhanot told The Quint. 
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 "This is one of the most disaster-prone areas. The Ganga-Himalaya basin is one of the 

most fragile, vulnerable valleys in the entire Himalyan range. It is a great responsibility 

that the decision such large scale infrastructure projects, which have proven to cause so 

much environmental impact, should not have been taken like this. It should have 

considered the repurcussions on ground." 

 

NAVY’S MILAN TO BRING TOGETHER 46 

COUNTRIES 
Quad countries, Russia to participate 

 The Navy is set to hold the 12th President’s Fleet Review (PFR) on February 21 at 

Visakhapatnam and few days from that it will host the largest multilateral exercise in this 

region, Milan 2022, which will see participation of all major Navies including Quad countries, 

Russia and from West Asia amid tensions in Ukraine and developments in West Asia. 

 This year’s Milan will see the participation of all Quad countries, with the U.S. being invited 

for the first time. 

 Exercise Milan is scheduled to be held from February 

25 to March 4 for which 46 countries have been 

invited. The harbour phase is scheduled from 

February 25 to 28 and the sea phase from March 1 to 

4. It has several themes such as ant-submarine 

warfare among others along with deliberations, 

including by subject matter experts. 

 

RARE CAPABILITY 

 During the exercise, the Navy will also be 

showcasing its Deep Submergence Rescue Vessel 

(DSRV) capabilities meant to rescue submarines in 

distress. India is one of the few countries in the 

region which possesses this capability. 

 More than 60 ships from the Navy, Coast Guard, 

Shipping Corporation of India and the National Institute of Ocean technology and submarines 

and more than 50 aircraft are expected to be part of the PFR this year. 

 

WILL CONTINUE TO SUPPORT INDIA’S RISE 

AND REGIONAL LEADERSHIP: U.S. 
Collective action key to Washington’s new Indo-Pacific strategy 

 The Biden administration announced its long-awaited Indo-Pacific strategy on Friday. The 

document focuses on building collective capacity to deal with challenges in the region — 

China’s assertiveness, the pandemic and climate change, among others. 

 The policies set out in the document have continuity with previous administrations’ strategies. 

These include a focus on challenges from China, advancing the U.S. relationship, a major 

defence partnership with India and supporting its role as a net security provider in the region. 

There is an emphasis on working with other countries not just from the region, but also from 

beyond. 

 Speaking to reporters on Friday a senior administration official, who did not want to be named, 

said that India’s role in the Quad was an important element of the U.S.-India relationship, and 

a means to “speak frankly about issues in the region,” and to deliver together on public goods. 

The Quad is rolling out a plan to deliver over a billion COVID-19 vaccines to the region by the 

end of this year. 
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 Responding to a question regarding India’s enthusiasm for greater alignment with the U.S., the 

official said China’s action along the Line of Actual Control (i.e., its border conflict with India) 

has had a “galvanizing impact” on India. 

 The strategy document says the U.S. will “continue to support India’s rise and regional 

leadership,” working with India bilaterally and through groups on a range of issues. It refers to 

India as a “like-minded partner” and “driving force” in the Quad. 

 The overall increasing focus of the U.S. on the region is due to its increasing challenges, 

especially from China, according to the strategy document. 

 “The PRC’s coercion and aggression spans the globe, but it is most acute in the Indo-Pacific. 

From the economic coercion of Australia to the conflict along the Line of Actual Control with 

India to the growing pressure on Taiwan and bullying of neighbours in the East and South 

China Seas, our allies and partners in the region bear much of the cost of the PRC’s harmful 

behaviour,” it says. “We recognise the limitations in our ability to change China, and therefore, 

seek to shape the strategic environment around China…,” said the senior administration official 

who briefed reporters. 

 More broadly, the U.S. will seek an Indo-Pacific that is free and open, connected, prosperous, 

secure and resilient. On the “free” aspect — one of the strategic actions outlined is investing in 

civil society, a free press and democratic institutions. 

 On the topic of “connections” within and beyond the region, the U.S. says it will work “in 

flexible groupings” to tackle major issues, “particularly through the Quad.” It will also deepen 

its (five) regional treaty alliances and work with groups such as ASEAN, the European Union 

(EU) and NATO. 

 To advance its prosperity goal for the region, the U.S.’s strategy includes seeking higher labour 

and environmental standards, helping to establish secure supply chains and investing in clean 

energy. 

 

U.S. TO USE FROZEN AFGHAN ASSETS FOR 

RELIEF, 9/11 VICTIMS 
Half of the $7 bn frozen funds will be freed for this purpose 

 The U.S. government will take steps on Friday to free half of the $7 billion in frozen Afghan 

reserves held in the United States to aid the Afghan people without providing the Taliban access 

to the funds, sources familiar with the plan said. 

 A multi-step plan calls for the other half of the funds to remain in the U.S., subject to ongoing 

litigation by U.S. victims of terrorism, including relatives of those who died in the September 

11, 2001, hijacking attacks, the sources said. 

 The moves come amid mounting pressure in Congress for the Biden administration to use the 

frozen Afghan reserves to address the dire economic crisis facing Afghanistan. 

 To move forward, U.S. President Joe Biden will sign an executive order on Friday that will 

block property of the Afghan central bank held in the U.S. by American financial institutions, 

requiring the transfer of the funds into a consolidated account held at the Federal Reserve Bank 

of New York, the sources said. 

 The U.S. government will work to ensure access to $3.5 billion of those assets for “the benefit 

of the Afghan people and for Afghanistan’s future,” said one of the sources, without providing 

details. Decisions about the remaining funds need to be made by federal courts since some of 

the 9/11 families have writs of execution against the frozen assets, the sources said. 

 

INDIA, AUSTRALIA EDGE CLOSER TO FINAL 

‘INTERIM DEAL’ 
Both sides respect each other’s ‘sensitivities’, says Dan Tehan 
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 The interim trade agreement between India and Australia is unlikely to include items that both 

sides consider “sensitive”, said Canberra’s Trade and Tourism Minister Dan Tehan on Friday. 

 Addressing a joint press conference here, Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal 

announced that the Indian and Australian negotiators will have the final “interim agreement” 

ready in 30 days and that the agreement will be a “win-win” document. 

 “We understand India’s sensitivities about dairy, wheat and beef. We have respected each 

other’s sensitivities in the interim agreement,” said Mr. Tehan who spent the last two days 

negotiating the trade deal. 

 The assurance about Australia’s understanding of India’s economic and socio-political 

concerns regarding dairy and agricultural items stems from growing anxiety among the Indian 

farmers’ unions who have been keeping a close watch on the ongoing negotiations about the 

interim agreement ahead of the signing of the Comprehensive Economic Cooperation 

Agreement (CECA). 

 

EARLY HARVEST DEAL 

 Both sides expressed confidence about signing a comprehensive Free Trade Agreement — 

CECA — and argued that the “interim agreement” is an “early harvest deal” aimed at boosting 

bilateral trade before the completion of the negotiations on the final CECA. 

 The interim agreement will mark the beginning of a phase of FTAs that India is aiming to 

achieve in the coming year. India is in talks to conclude similar FTAs and early harvest deals 

with Israel, Canada, the European Union and the United Arab Emirates. According to informed 

sources, India and UAE may finalise the draft agreement of the FTA soon. 

 

BIDEN URGES AMERICANS TO LEAVE UKRAINE‘ 

We are dealing with one of the largest armies in the world...; things could 

go crazy quickly,’ he says 

 U.S. President Joe Biden urged Americans to leave Ukraine immediately, as his top diplomat 

said on Friday that a Russian invasion could come “any time” — including during the Winter 

Olympics, which end in nine days. 

 With Moscow continuing to amass tens of thousands of troops on the Ukraine border, and talks 

to avoid war making little headway, Mr. Biden issued a stark warning for U.S. citizens to get 

out. 

 “American citizens should leave, should leave now,” Mr. Biden told NBC News. “We’re 

dealing with one of the largest armies in the world. This is a very different situation and things 

could go crazy quickly.” 

 On the other side of the world in Melbourne, his Secretary of State Antony Blinken huddled 

with Asia-Pacific allies, stressing that Russian President Vladimir Putin may be days, or even 

hours away from launching a war in continental Europe. 

 

LIVE-FIRE DRILLS 

 Observers have described the gathering of Russian forces on three of Ukraine’s flanks as the 

largest show of force since the Soviet Army marched on Berlin at the end of the Second World 

War. 

 Some U.S. estimates put the number of Russian soldiers at 1,30,000, grouped in dozens of 

combat brigades. 

 On Thursday, Russia rolled its tanks across Belarus for live-fire drills. Washington has said 

that around 30,000 soldiers were involved, coming from locations that included Russia’s Far 

East. Russia has also sent six warships through the Bosphorus for naval drills on the Black Sea 

and the neighbouring Sea of Azov. 
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 Kiev condemned their presence as an “unprecedented” attempt to cut off Ukraine from both 

seas. 

 Kiev has launched its own military drills expected to mirror Russia’s games, but officials have 

said little about them out of apparent fear of escalating tensions. 

 

‘DIFFICULT TALKS’ 

 With the drumbeat of war growing louder, the already intense push by European leaders to find 

a diplomatic solution gained a new sense of urgency. 

 Russia is seeking written guarantees that NATO will withdraw its presence from eastern 

Europe and never expand into Ukraine. 

 The United States and its European allies have officially rejected Russia’s demands. 

 “Difficult talks” between German, Russian, Ukrainian and French representatives broke late 

on Thursday, with the quartet agreeing to meet again in March. 

 

PROMISES FROM MOSCOW 

 In Moscow, British Foreign Secretary Liz Truss reported receiving promises from her Russian 

counterpart Sergei Lavrov that the Kremlin had no plans to invade Ukraine. 

 “We need to see those words followed up by actions,” she told reporters after the talks. 

 But Mr. Lavrov said he was “disappointed” by the talks, saying the military drills and the 

movement of troops across Russia’s own territory had spurred “incomprehensible alarm and 

quite strong emotions from our British counterparts and other Western representatives”. 

 

 

EDITORIAL  
 

 

TAKING A BYTE OUT OF CYBER THREATS 
Rather than wait for the ‘Big Bang cyber attack’, nations and institutions ought 

to be prepared for a rash of cyber strikes 

 Cyber attacks may be a relatively new phenomenon, but in a short time frame have come to be 

assessed as dangerous as terrorism. The world was possibly made aware of the danger and 

threat posed by cyber weapons with the advent of the Stuxnet Worm in 2010, which resulted 

in large-scale damage to Iran’s centrifuge capabilities. Two years later, in 2012, a bank of 

computers belonging to the Saudi Aramco Oil Company were targeted, reportedly by Iranian 

operatives, employing malware that wiped out data on 30,000 computers. A few weeks later, 

Iran was again believed to have been behind a targeted attack on the Qatari natural gas 

company, RasGas. The string of instances appear to have provoked then United States Defence 

Secretary, Leon Panetta, to utter the warning that the world had to prepare for a kind of ‘cyber 

Pearl Harbour’, highlighting a new era of potential vulnerabilities. 

 

STATIC RESPONSE 

 In the decade that followed, and while preparing for a ‘potential Pearl Harbour’ type of strike, 

including seeking ways and means to retaliate in the eventuality of such attacks, the West 

seemed to lose its way on how to deal with the emerging cyber threat. Each succeeding year, 

despite an increase in cyber threats, witnessed no change in the method of response. The years 

2020 and 2021 have proved to be extremely difficult from the perspective of cyber attacks but 

no changes in methodology have been seen. In 2021, cyber attacks that attracted the maximum 

attention were SolarWinds and Colonial Pipeline in the U.S., but these were merely the tip of 

a much bigger iceberg among the string of attacks that plagued the world. Estimates of the cost 



 

8 | P a g e  

to the world in 2021 from cyber attacks are still being computed, but if the cost of cyber crimes 

in 2020 (believed to be more than $1 trillion) is any guide, it is likely to range between 

$3trillion-$4 trillion. What is not disputed any longer is that soon, if not already, cyber crime 

damage costs would become more profitable than the global trade of all major illegal drugs 

combined. 

 

SECTORS THAT ARE VULNERABLE 

 As 2022 begins, the general consensus is that the cyber threat is likely to be among, if not the 

biggest, concern for both companies and governments across the globe. In the Information age, 

data is gold. Credential threats and the threat of data breaches, phishing, and ransomware 

attacks, apart from major IT outages, are expected to be among the main concerns. Results are 

also likely to far eclipse the damage stemming from the COVID-19 pandemic or any natural 

disasters. A little publicised fact is that the vast majority of cyber attacks are directed at small 

and medium sized businesses, and it is likely that this trend will grow. 

 According to experts, among the most targeted sectors in the coming period are likely to be: 

health care, education and research, communications and governments. Health-care 

ransomware has been little publicised, but the reality is that ransomware attacks have led to 

longer stays in hospitals, apart from delays in procedures and tests, resulting in an increase in 

patient mortality. 

 Far more than merely apportioning costs linked to cyber crime is the reality that no organisation 

can possibly claim to be completely immune from cyber attacks. While preventive and reactive 

cyber security strategies are needed — and are essential to mitigate cyber risks — they are 

proving to be highly illusive in an increasingly hyper-connected world. Comprehending the 

consequences of this reality could be devastating. 

 For instance, despite all talk about managing and protecting data, the reality is that ransomware 

is increasing in intensity and is tending to become a near destructive threat, because there are 

many available soft targets. Statistics in this regard are also telling, viz., that new attacks are 

taking place every 10 seconds. Apart from loss of data, what is also becoming evident is that 

ransomware criminals are becoming more sophisticated, and are using ransomware to cripple 

large enterprises and even governments. Talk of the emergence of ‘Ransomware as a Service’ 

(RaaS) — a business model for ransomware developers — is no mere idle threat. 

 The huge security impact of working from home, dictated largely by the prevailing novel 

coronavirus pandemic, must again not be underestimated as it is likely to further accelerate the 

pace of cyber attacks. A conservative estimate is that a rash of attacks is almost certain to occur 

on home computers and networks. Additionally, according to experts, a tendency seen more 

recently to put everything on the Cloud could backfire, causing many security holes, 

challenges, misconfigurations and outages. Furthermore, even as Identity and Multifactor 

Authentication (MFA) take centre stage, the gloomy prognostication of experts is that 

Advanced Persistent Threats (APT) attacks are set to increase, with criminal networks working 

overtime and the Dark web allowing criminals to access even sensitive corporate networks. 

 

SCANT CLARITY 

 Unfortunately, and despite the plethora of such evidence, cyber security experts appear to be 

floundering in finding proper solutions to the ever widening cyber threat. There is a great deal 

of talk among cyber security experts about emerging cyber security technologies and protocols 

intended to protect systems, networks and devices, but little clarity whether what is available 

can ensure protection from all-encompassing cyber attacks. Technology geeks, meanwhile, are 

having a field day, insisting on every enterprise incorporating SASE — Secure Access Service 

Edge — to reduce the risk of cyber attacks. Additional solutions are being proposed such as 

CASB — Cloud Access Security Broker — and SWG — Secure Web Gateway — aimed at 

limiting the risks to users from web-based threats. Constant references to the Zero Trust Model 

and Micro Segmentation as a means to limit cyber attacks, can again be self-limiting. Zero 
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Trust does put the onus on strict identity verification ‘allowing only authorized and 

authenticated users to access data applications’, but it is not certain how successful this and 

other applications will prove to be in the face of the current wave of cyber attacks. What is 

most needed is absent, viz., that cyber security experts should aim at being two steps ahead of 

cyber criminals. This is not evident as of now. 

 

UNIQUE CHALLENGES 

 Missing from the canvas is that cyber technology presents certain unique challenges which 

need particularised answers. Instead of attempting to devise standard methodologies, and arrive 

at certain international norms that govern its use, a decade of misplaced effort by the West in 

preparing for a ‘potential Pearl Harbour type of strike’ has enabled cyber criminals to gain the 

upper hand. While the West focused on ‘militarization’ of the cyber threat, and how best it 

could win with its superior capabilities, valuable time was lost. It led to misplaced ideas and 

erroneous generalisations, resulting in a decade of lost opportunity. 

 This situation needs to be reversed. A detailed study of the series of low- and medium-level 

proactive cyber attacks that have occurred during the past decade is clearly warranted. It could 

reinforce the belief that when it comes to deterrence in cyber space, what is required is not a 

piece of ‘grand strategy’: low and medium tech, low and medium risk targeted operations could 

be just as effective. A related aspect is to prevent individual companies from attempting their 

own tradeoffs — between investing in security and maximising short-term profits. What many 

companies and even others fail to realise is that inadequate corporate protection and defence 

could have huge external costs for national security, as was evident in the SolarWinds attack. 

 

DEFENCE AND BACKUP PLANS 

 Nations and institutions, instead of waiting for the ‘Big Bang cyber attack’, should actively 

prepare for a rash of cyber attacks — essentially ransomware — mainly directed at available 

data. The emphasis should be on prioritising the defence of data above everything else. 

Consequently, law enforcement agencies would need to play a vital role in providing effective 

defence against cyber attacks. 

 On the strategic plane, understanding the nature of cyber space is important. While solving the 

technical side is ‘one part of the solution, networks and data structures need at the same time 

to prioritise resilience through decentralised and dense networks, hybrid cloud structures, 

redundant applications and backup processes’. This implies ‘planning and training for network 

failures so that individuals could adapt and continue to provide service even in the midst of an 

offensive cyber campaign’. 

 The short answer is to prioritise building trust in systems — whether it is an electrical grid, 

banks or the like, and creating backup plans including ‘strategic decisions about what should 

be online or digital and what needs to stay analog or physical, and building capacity within 

networks to survive’ even if one node is attacked. Failure to build resilience — at both the 

‘technical and human level — will mean that the cycle of cyber attacks and the distrust they 

give rise to will continue to threaten the foundations of democratic society’. Preventing an 

erosion of trust is critical in this day and age. 

 
 

IMPORTANT MCQ 
 

 

1) Consider the following statements with respect to Chamba Tunnel 

1. The tunnel was constructed by Border Roads Organisation (BRO) under the 

Char Dham Project. 



 

10 | P a g e  

2. The tunnel will facilitate all-weather connectivity to Chardham Gangotri, 

Kedarnath, Haridwar and Badrinath. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer : a 

Union Minister for Road Transport & Highways and MSMEs Shri Nitin 

Gadkari has recently inaugurated the Chamba Tunnel under Chardham 

Pariyojana through video conference mode. 

Chamba Tunnel 

It was constructed by the Border Roads Organisation (BRO).BRO achieved 

this major milestone by digging up a 440 m long Tunnel below the busy 

Chamba town on Rishikesh-Dharasu road Highway (NH 94).The 

construction of tunnel was a challenging task in terms of weak soil strata, 

continuous water seepage, heavy built up area on top thereby chances of 

sinking of houses, land acquisition issues, restrictions during COVID 

lockdown etc.The Tunnel will facilitate all-weather connectivity to 

Chardham.ChardhamIt consist of Gangotri, Kedarnath, Yamunotri and 

BadrinathHaridwar is not a part of Chardham. It is a part of Sapta Puri. 
 

Q2. Arrange the following in east to west order 

1. Gangotri  2.Yamunotri  3. Kedarnath  4. Badrinath 

Select the correct answer from the codes given below 

a. 4, 3, 1, 2 

b. 4, 3, 2, 1 

c. 2, 1, 3, 4 

d. 2, 1, 4, 3 

Answer : a 

 

3.Which statement is correct about milan military exercise 

1. It is Organizationised by Indian navy  

2. It is is Organizationised every year  

3. Only Indian army air force, and navy participate in this exercise 
Which is the correct statement  

A. Only 1   B. Only 2   C. 1, 2 and 3 correct   D. None of these  

Ans -1  
 The Navy has held 10 editions of the Milan exercise, with the theme of synergy across the 

seas” to enhance professional interactions between friendly foreign navies and learn best 

practices from each other, since 1995. 

Milan exercises in the past 
 The event has been held biennially except for 2001, 2005, and 2016. The 2001 and 2016 

editions were not held because of the International Fleet Review, while the 2005 event was 

postponed to 2006 due to the 2004 Indian Ocean earthquake and tsunami. 

 The most recent edition of Milan was held at HQENC Visakhapatnam in 2018, as the 

2020 edition of Milan (Over 40 countries were expected to participate in the exercise in 

2020) was postponed due to the coronavirus pandemic. 
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Q.4 Consider the following statements 

1. PTA originated since the establishment of of WTO 

2. Free trade agreements led to increased imports than exports. 

Select the correct answer from the following codes 

a. Only 1 b. Only 2  c. Both 1 and 2  d. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: b 

Explanation: Preferential Trade Agreements (PTAs) have been proliferating, especially 

since the establishment of the World Trade Organisation (WTO) in 1994. FTAs have led 

to increased imports and exports, although the former has been greater. 

 

Q.5 Which of the following is/are true about free trade agreement? 

1. Reduced tariff for members 

2. Common tariff rates for trade with non members 

3. Among members movement of factors of production is relatively free 

Select the correct answer from the following codes 

a.    Only 1 b.    Only 1 and 2 c.    Only 2 and 3 d.    1,2 and 3 

Answer: a 

Explanation:  A free trade agreement is a preferential arrangement in which members 

reduce tariffs on trade among themselves, while maintaining their own tariff rates for 

trade with non members. 

 

Q.6 Consider the following statements 

1.  Customs union(CU) is independent form of PTA, though it is a trade integration agreement. 

2.  In customs union members apply common external tariff schedule to imports from non 

members. 

Select the correct answer from the following codes 

a. Only 1  b. Only 2  c. Both 1 and 2  d. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: b 

Explanation: A customs union (CU) is a free-trade agreement in which members apply a 

common external tariff (CET) schedule to imports from non members. The five forms of 

PTA are A. Partial Scope Agreement (PSA) B. Free Trade Agreement (FTA) C. Customs 

Union (CU) D. Common Market (CM)  E. Economic Union (EU). 

 

Q.7 Which of the following is/are features of Economic union? 

1. Common market 

2.  Common macroeconomic policies 

3. Common exchange rate policies 

Select the correct answer from the following codes 

a.    Only 1  b. Only 1 and 2  c. Only 2 and 3 d.  1, 2 and 3 

Answer: d 

Explanation: An economic union is a common market where member countries 

coordinate macro-economic and exchange rate policies. 

 

Q.7 With which of the following countries India signed bilateral FTA ? 

1. Afghanistan 2. Nepal 3. Pakistan 

Select the correct answer from the following codes 

a. Only 1  b.  Only 1 and 2  c. Only 2 and 3 d. 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: b 

Explanation: India has made use of FTAs as a key component of its trade and foreign 

policy, especially from 2003-04 onwards. India has mainly focused on partnering with 

other Asian countries, and in goods more so than in services. Within Asia, India has 

signed bilateral FTAs with SriLanka 1998), Afghanistan (2003), Thailand (2004), 

Singapore (2005), Bhutan (2006), Nepal (2009), Korea (2009), Malaysia (2011) and Japan 
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(2011). 

 

Q.8 Consider the following statements 

1. India has two independent regional trade agreement SAFTA and ASEAN. 

2. All WTO members have concluded atleast one PTA. 

Select the correct answer from the following codes 

a. Only 1  b. Only 2  c. Both 1 and 2  d. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: a 

Explanation: India have also signed two regional trade agreements, the South Asian Free 

Trade Agreement (SAFTA, 2004) and the India-Association of Southeast Asian Nations 

Agreement (ASEAN, 2010). Outside Asia, FTAs have been agreed with Chile (2006) and 

MERCOSUR (2004). All WTO members except Mongolia have concluded at least one 

PTA, while some, such as the European Union, Chile, and Mexico, have concluded more 

than 20. 

 

Q.9 Consider the following statements regarding Mega regional agreements 

1. Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) has been signed and ratified by member countries. 

Trans- Atlantic Trade and Investment partnership (TTIP) has been signed by member 

countries but not ratified. 

2. India is member of TTIP but not TPP. 

Select the correct answer from the following codes 

a. Only 1  b. Only 2  c. Both 1 and 2  d. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: d 

Explanation: The two major mega regionals are the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP), 

which has been signed but not yet ratified by member countries, and the Trans- Atlantic 

Trade and Investment partnership (TTIP), which is currently being negotiated. The TPP 

will cover 40 percent of global GDP2 and 33 percent of world trade3. TTIP, when 

concluded, will be a PTA between the United States and the  European Community of 27 

member states. India is not part of these groupings (although it has its own PTAs with 

members of TPP and TTIP) and will hence be outside these large trade zones. 
 

10 Ques: Consider the following pairs: 
 

 

 

 

 

  

Which of the pair given above are correctly matched? 

(a) 1, 2 and 4 only (b) 1, 3 and 4 only (c) 2 and 5 only (d) 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 

 

Answer: b 
Explanation: The Adriatic Sea is a part of the Mediterranean Sea positioned between the 

eastern coastline of Italy, and countries of the Balkan Peninsula, from Slovenia, South through 

Croatia, Montenegro, and to Albania. Hence, pair 1 is correctly matched. 

The Black Sea is an inland sea located between far-southeastern Europe and the far-western 

edges of the continent of Asia and the country of Turkey. It's bordered by Turkey, and by 

Bulgaria, Romania, Ukraine, Russia, and Georgia. Hence, pair 2 is not correctly matched. this 

Sea Bordering country 

1. Adriatic Sea Albania 

2. Black Sea Croatia 

3. Caspian Sea Kazakhstan 

4. Mediterranean Sea Morocco 

5. Red Sea Syria 
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rules out options a, c and d, leaving the correct answer to be option B through the elimination 

method. 

The Caspian Sea is an enclosed body of water between Asia and Europe. It is bordered by 

Iran, Turkmenistan, Kazakhstan, Azerbaijan, Russia, 

Morocco’s Mediterranean coast represents the westernmost edge of the Northern African 

coast. The coastline features the Strait of Gibraltar that marks the link between the 

Mediterranean Sea and the Atlantic Ocean. 

There are six countries (Saudi Arabia, Yemen, Egypt, Sudan, Eritrea, and Djibouti) bordering 

the Red Sea. 
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