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UNIFORM CIVIL CODE 

 The Uniform Civil Code (UCC) calls for the formulation of one law for India, which 
would be applicable to all religious communities in matters such as marriage, divorce, 
inheritance, adoption. The code comes under Article 44 of the Constitution, which lays 
down that the state shall endeavour to secure a Uniform Civil Code for the citizens 
throughout the territory of India. 

 The issue has been at the center of political narrative and debate for over a century 
and a priority agenda for the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) which has been pushing 
for the legislation in Parliament. The saffron party was the first to promise the 
implementation of UCC if it comes to power and the issue was part of its 2019 Lok 
Sabha election manifesto. 

  
WHY IS ARTICLE 44 IMPORTANT? 

 The objective of Article 44 of the Directive Principles in the Indian Constitution was to 
address the discrimination against vulnerable groups and harmonise diverse cultural 
groups across the country. Dr. B R Ambedkar, while formulating the Constitution had 
said that a UCC is desirable but for the moment it should remain voluntary, and thus 
the Article 35 of the draft Constitution was added as a part of the Directive Principles 
of the State Policy in part IV of the Constitution of India as Article 44. It was 
incorporated in the Constitution as an aspect that would be fulfilled when the nation 
would be ready to accept it and the social acceptance to the UCC could be made. 

 Ambedkar in his speech in the Constituent Assembly had said, "No one need be 
apprehensive that if the State has the power, the State will immediately proceed to 
execute…that power in a manner may be found to be objectionable by the Muslims or 
by the Christians or by any other community. I think it would be a mad government if 
it did so." 
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ORIGIN OF UNIFORM CIVIL CODE 

 The origin of the UCC dates back to colonial India when the British government 
submitted its report in 1835 stressing the need for uniformity in the codification of 
Indian law relating to crimes, evidence, and contracts, specifically recommending that 
personal laws of Hindus and Muslims be kept outside such codification. 

 Increase in legislations dealing with personal issues in the far end of the British rule 
forced the government to form the B N Rau Committee to codify Hindu law in 1941. 
The task of the Hindu Law Committee was to examine the question of the necessity 
of common Hindu laws. The committee, in accordance with scriptures, recommended 
a codified Hindu law, which would give equal rights to women. The 1937 Act was 
reviewed and the committee recommended a civil code of marriage and succession 
for Hindus. 
 
WHAT IS THE HINDU CODE BILL? 

 The draft of the Rau Committee report was submitted to a select committee chaired 
by B R Ambedkar that came up for discussion in 1951 after the adoption of the 
Constitution. While discussions continued, the Hindu Code Bill lapsed and was 
resubmitted in 1952. The bill was then adopted in 1956 as the Hindu Succession Act 
to amend and codify the law relating to intestate or unwilled succession, among 
Hindus, Buddhists, Jains, and Sikhs. The Act reformed the Hindu personal law and 
gave women greater property rights, and ownership. It gave women property rights in 
their father's estate. 

 The general rules of succession under the Act 1956 for a male who dies intestate is 
that heirs in Class I succeed in preference to heirs in other classes. An amendment to 
the Act in the year 2005 added more descendants elevating females to Class I heirs. 
The daughter is allotted the same share as is allotted to a son. 
 
DIFFERENCE BETWEEN CIVIL LAWS AND CRIMINAL LAWS 

 While the criminal laws in India are uniform and applicable equally on all, no matter 
what their religious beliefs are, the civil laws are influenced by faith. Swayed by 
religious texts, the personal laws which come into effect in civil cases have always 
been implemented according to constitutional norms. 
 
WHAT ARE PERSONAL LAWS? 

 Laws that apply to a certain group of people based on their religion, caste, faith, and 
belief made after due consideration of customs and religious texts. The personal laws 
of Hindus and Muslims find their source and authority in their religious ancient texts. 

 In Hinduism, personal laws are applicable to legal issues related to inheritance, 
succession, marriage, adoption, co-parenting, obligations of sons to pay their father’s 
debts, the partition of family property, maintenance, guardianship, and charitable 
donations. In Islam, personal laws apply to matters relating to inheritance, wills, 
succession, legacies, marriage, wakfs, dowry, guardianship, divorce, gifts, and pre-
emption taking roots from Quran. 
 
WHAT WILL UNIFORM CIVIL CODE DO? 

 The UCC aims to provide protection to vulnerable sections as envisaged by Ambedkar 
including women and religious minorities, while also promoting nationalistic fervour 
through unity. When enacted the code will work to simplify laws that are segregated 
at present on the basis of religious beliefs like the Hindu code bill, Shariat law, and 
others. The code will simplify the complex laws around marriage ceremonies, 
inheritance, succession, adoptions making them one for all.  The same civil law will 
then be applicable to all citizens irrespective of their faith. 
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INDIA REACHES OUT TO NATIONALS IN 

UKRAINE 

 India maintained a studied silence on the developing Ukraine situation on 
Saturday even as western powers called for evacuation of their citizens from 
various locations in the country. The Hindu has, however, learned that the 
Embassy of India in Kyiv has been contacting Indian citizens based in Ukraine 
and collecting information of those who may require evacuation in case a 
conflict flares up between Russia and Ukraine. 

 “Three weeks back, the Indian Embassy in Kyiv began to contact us on email and sent 
us a form to be filled up. The form contains details like our location in Ukraine, and 
other relevant information which may be used in case a quick mobilisation of Indian 
citizens in Ukraine is required,” said Shivam Dubey who is studying medicine in 
Ternopil. 

 Ternopil, located in the western Ukraine, is far from the eastern hotspot of Donbas 
where largescale mobilisation of military personnel has taken place on the Russian 
side. Western officials have been maintaining that Russia has encircled Ukraine both 
from the east, north and the Black Sea coast. Russia and Belarus have been 
conducting a military exercise in the north of Ukraine. 

 The U.S. and the UK have asked citizens to leave Ukraine at the earliest, maintaining 
that an invasion from Russia is imminent. Mr. Dubey, however, said there is no sense 
of panic among the people of Ukraine regarding such an invasion as of now. The 
Ministry of External Affairs did not respond to The Hindu’s questions on whether India 
planned a similar move. Ukrainian diplomatic sources have called for calm and 
indicated that media reports and talks of a possible invasion by Russia are 
exaggerated. 

 

INDIA–UKRAINE RELATIONS 
 Diplomatic relations between India and Ukraine were established in January 1992. 

Indian Embassy in Kyiv was opened in May 1992 and Ukraine opened its Mission 
in New Delhi in February 1993. The Consulate General of India in Odessa functioned 
from 1962 till its closure in March 1999. Ukraine is India's second largest trade partner 
after Russia in the former Soviet Union. 

 
BILATERAL TREATIES AND AGREEMENTS 

 More than 17 bilateral agreements have been signed between India and Ukraine, 
including agreements on Co-operation in Science and Technology, Foreign Office 
Consultation, Co-operation in Space Research, Avoidance of Double Taxation and 
Promotion and Protection of Investments. 

 
POLITICAL RELATIONS 

 India has had friendly relations with Ukraine even when the latter was a republic part 
of the Soviet Union. Annual Foreign Office consultations are held at Secretary level. 
The Deputy Foreign Minister in charge of the Asia region represents the Ukrainian side 
in these consultations. Ukraine has been positively co-operating with India at the 
international level also. Ukraine supports the resolution of the issue of Jammu & 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/India
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ukraine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kyiv
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ukraine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Delhi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Odessa
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bilateralism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Soviet_Union
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kashmir
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Kashmir on the basis of Simla agreement. Ukraine also supports reforms of 
the UN structure. 

 
TRADE RELATIONS 

 The India Ukraine trade relation and economic co-operation has developed on the 
basis the long-standing friendship between the two countries. In March, 1992 the 
Treaty on Friendship and Co-operation was signed between India and Ukraine, 
providing a major boost to India-Ukraine trade relations. 

 India Ukraine trade relations have been developing at a very fast pace. There has 
been a threefold increase in the India Ukraine trade during 2003-2005 and it has 
exceeded US$1 billion. Ukraine imports from India have doubled and stand at 
US$3,214 million in 2006, while Ukraine exports to India have increased by 3.6 times 
and stands at US$7,369 million in 2006. The total turnover in India-Ukraine trade 
during 2005-2006 has exceeded US$3.1 billion (as of January, 2014). The main items 
being imported by Ukraine from India are drugs, pharmaceutical production, ores and 
minerals, tobacco products, tea, coffee, spices, silk and jute. The main items imported 
by India from Ukraine are chemicals, equipment, machines and engines. 

 Both the Ukrainian and Indian governments take part in the sessions of the Ukraine 
Indian Inter-Governmental Commission which hold the Joint Business Council 
Meeting of Ukraine-India. This has given a major boost to India Ukraine trade relations. 
After Russia, Ukraine is India's second largest trading partner in the Commonwealth 
of Independent States (CIS). Ukraine is not a new member in the Indian industry as 
its enterprises are actively involved and form the backbone of Indian power sector and 
heavy industries among others. 

 There are such joint stock companies as 'Ukrindustry' that has won contracts for 
conducting coke battery reconstruction at the plants of metallurgy in Rourkela and 
Bokaro. There are also Azovmash and Novokramatorskyi machine building plants that 
supply oxygen converter manufacturing equipment. India-Ukraine trade relations has 
also been successful in increasing co-operation between the two countries in 
technology and scientific field. 

 
SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY RELATIONS 

 Under the Agreement signed between India and Ukraine in May 1992, the Joint S&T 
Committee meets annually to discuss implementation of projects, holding of 
exhibitions and co-operation in scientific research. The Committee last met in Kyiv in 
October 2007 and approved 11 S&T projects for implementation. Days of Ukrainian 
Science and Technology were held in New Delhi in December 2004. National Space 
Agency of Ukraine and ISRO have ongoing co-operation in the space sector. Ukraine 
has a very strong IT Sector. Many offshore call centres have been successful. Aptech 
Limited from Mumbai has signed an Agreement in May 2004 with International Institute 
of Personnel Management (the biggest IT training centre in Ukraine) to organise IT 
programmes for schools and institutions in Ukraine. Bio-technology is the latest sector 
where companies such as Biocon, Genome etc. are co-operating with each other. It 
also supplies turbines for thermal, hydroelectric and nuclear power plants. 

 In 2005, then President A. P. J. Abdul Kalam expressed interest in strengthening co-
operation with Ukraine in the field of space research during a speech given to Indians 
in Ukraine. He and members of the Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) later 
visited the Ukrainian space agency Yuzhnoye, one of the largest rocket manufacturing 
units in the world. 

 
UKRAINE CRISIS: HOW IS INDIA AFFECTED 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kashmir
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Simla_agreement
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/UN
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 This week on Worldview, we discuss Russia-NATO tensions over Ukraine  how close 
is the world really to open war in Europe, does diplomacy have a chance and how is 
India affected?  

 If you thought we could start a new year without COVID or an impending international 
conflict, think again.   

 As we speak, Russia has reportedly amassed about 100,000 troops at its border with 
Ukraine, and another 30,000 are in Belarus for massive war exercises. NATO- the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organisation countries are also deploying troops to their Eastern 
flank countries- like Romania and Poland- the U.S. is sending 3,000 more troops. 
Meanwhile, diplomacy to avert a full crisis is on as well- and amidst visits including US 
officials in Europe, the British PM in Ukraine, the Hungarian PM in Moscow and 
another possible Biden-Putin calls….all eyes on the next round of Normandy talks, 
expected in Berlin- where Russian and Ukrainian security advisors will meet, along 
with German and French advisors for talks on de-escalating the situation.  

 
HOW IS INDIA AFFECTED BY THIS SITUATION?  

 After remaining quiet for more than a month- India made two statements last week on 
the Russa- Ukraine tensions- appealing for a diplomatic resolution to the crisis. At the 
United Nations, India abstained from a procedural vote on whether to discuss the 
situation- a vote that Russia lost- with a U.S.-led group of 10 countries agreeing to the 
discussion. India’s vote was seen as a play to both sides, but it came after Russia-
India consultations in Delhi, and was seen as a tilt towards Moscow.  
 
NEW DELHI’S GREATEST CONCERNS ARE:  

1. World War scenario: Any conflict- where the U.S. and its European allies are ranged 
against Russia will impact the whole world- economically and in terms of security, and 
India, as a partner to both Moscow and Washington will either have to take sides, or 
be prepared to deal with unhappiness from both sides.   

2. S-400 delivery and US waiver: The crisis comes precisely as India’s purchase of the 
Russian S-400 missile system is under way- and New Delhi hopes for a waiver of U.S. 
sanctions on this. Conflict will complicate both the delivery of the system, and the 
possibility of a presidential waiver.  

3. Moves focus from China: Just as U.S. and Europe had grown more focussed on their 
Indo-Pacific strategy that puts India centre-stage, and India grapples with Chinese 
aggression and land-grab at the Line of Actual Control, and 100,000 troops along the 
boundary on both sides, the world’s attention is diverted from China to Russia. 

4. Brings Russia China closer- the Crisis will make Moscow more dependent on friends 
like China, and build a regional bloc of sorts that India is not a part of. In Beijing this 
week, the future seems evident- as India has announced a diplomatic and political 
boycott of the Olympic games- while Putin, Central Asian Presidents, and Pakistan 
PM Imran Khan are all in Beijing to stand in solidarity with Xi Jinping. 

5. Energy crisis: In any conflict- Europe worries Russia will turn down gas and oil 
supplies- driving energy prices up. Already tensions have pushed oil prices up 14% in 
a month past $90 and analyst say they could hit $125 a barrel if the situation is not 
resolved.  

6. Indians in Ukraine: As India’s UN envoy pointed out in his speech- India has more than 
20,000 nationals in Ukraine, mostly medical students, as well as business 
professionals in the field of pharma, IT and engineering- and the government is 
concerned about their safety in the event of a crisis, although MEA says it is not at 
present evacuating citizens.  

 So let’s look at what led to the situation: At the heart of the situation is history; a history 
that spans centuries…but we will look at the more recent history. 
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 In 1991, after the disintegration of the former Soviet Union into Russia and 14 
independent countries, Russia feels the West took advantage of its weakness to bring 
many of its near neighbours into its military alliance.  

 In just a few years by 1997- NATO expanded to 16 new countries in the region, 
including those like Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania that share borders with Russia in 
2004. 

 With Russian President Vladimir Putin’s ascension to power in 1999, Russia began to 
regain its strength as a global power, and the U.S. and other NATO members- like 
Canada, France, Germany and other European countries began to worry about 
Russian expansionism once again.  

 In 2014, Russia annexed Crimea- the southern region of Ukraine, after what he 
accused was a western sponsored overthrow of the Moscow friendly Ukrainian 
president in mass protests at the Maidan. After a year of violence- cross border 
shelling and action between Ukrainian forces and pro-Russian militia, there was a 
ceasefire- negotiated as the Minsk agreement, and U.S. and Europe also responded 
with- crippling financial sanctions- including some which have affected India. An 
estimated 14,000 people including 3,000 civilians have been killed since 2014. 
  
WHAT DOES RUSSIA WANT?  

1. Talks to discuss implementation of previous commitments on NATO expansion  
2. NATO troops moving out of Post-Soviet States  
3. A commitment that Ukraine will not be given NATO members  
4. Security guarantees for the future  
5. In addition- as the German naval chief who visited Delhi last month and was 

subsequently sacked for his comments , said Putin demands and deserves 
respect. 

 
WHAT DO US AND EUROPEAN STATES THAT FORM NATO WANT?  

1. Russian troops to pull back from borders  
2. Russia to stop war games in neighbouring countries like Belarus  
3. Willing to discuss security guarantees, but no commitment on independent 

states joining NATO - according to a letter leaked to a Spanish newspaper 
4. Wants guarantees that Russia will not invade Ukraine- Russia has said it has 

no intention to —but troops amassed are worrying  
5. Clearly, an all- out war can easily be prevented at this stage through diplomacy, 

but it is necessary to consider the risks attached to having tens of thousands of 
soldiers ranged at the borders. In addition to wanting peace, India has to 
consider how any conflict will change the regional allegiances and the balance 
of power in its own neighbourhood carefully. 

 
LAST BATCH OF RAFALE JETS TO ARRIVE NEXT 
WEEK 
WHAT IS THE RAFALE AIRCRAFT? 

1. Rafale is a twin-engine medium multi-role combat aircraft. 

2. It is manufactured by the French company Dassault Aviation. 

3. Dassault claims Rafale has 'Omnirole'. 

4. This is the capability to perform several actions at the same time. 

5. Rafale can carry out both air-to-ground as well as air-to-air attacks. 

6. It can also carry out interceptions during the same flight. 

7. The aircraft is fitted with an on-board oxygen generation system (OBOGS). 
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8. It suppresses the need for liquid oxygen re-filling or ground support for oxygen 

production. 

 

HOW DID THE DEAL EVOLVE? 
 Indian Air Force (IAF) raised the requirement for Medium Multi Role Combat Aircraft 

(MMRCA) in 2007. 

 This was to replace the aging fleet of MiG aircratfs. 

 Tender - Tenders for 126 Medium Multi Role Combat Aircraft (MMRCA) fighters were 

issued by India in 2007.  

 It was an open competition between companies including Dasault Aviation of France. 

 Dassault was announced as the lowest bidder in 2012. 

 Earlier Deal - Of the 126 

jets required, 18 fighters 

were to be imported in a fly-

away condition. 

 Hindustan Aeronautics Ltd 

(HAL) would manufacture 

the remaining 108 jets. 

 This was agreed to be with 

Transfer of Technology 

(ToT) from Dassault. 

 Stall - India and France were 

unable to decide on a price 

for the jets. 

 The workshare agreement 

between HAL and Dassault 

Aviation was signed in 2014. 

 But with the new NDA 

government in place, clarity 

on the progress of the deal 

remained unclear. 

 New deal - On PM's visit to 

France in 2015, India’s 

intention to buy 36 Rafale 

aircraft in “fly-away” condition was announced. 

 Defence Minister announced the previous 126 fighter jet deal to be dead. 

 Subsequently, the deal for the acquisition of 36 aircraft was signed by the Defence Ministers 

of India and France in 2016. 

 This was done through a government-to-government deal. 

 
CBI BOOKS ABG SHIPYARD IN ‘LARGEST’ BANK 
FRAUD CASE 

 The Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) has booked Gujarat-based ABG Shipyard 
Limited, its directors and others for allegedly causing a loss of ₹22,842 crore to a 
consortium of 28 banks. It is the biggest ever case of bank fraud registered by the 
agency. 

 Among those named as accused in the First Information Report (FIR) are Rishi 
Kamlesh Agarwal, Santhanam Muthaswamy, Ashwini Kumar, Sushil Kumar Agarwal, 
Ravi Vimal Nevetia and ABG International Private Limited. The case has been 
registered on a complaint from the State Bank of India alleging criminal conspiracy, 
cheating, criminal breach of trust and abuse of official position. 
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 “Searches have been conducted on 13 premises of the accused persons in Surat, 
Bharuch, Mumbai and other places. Further legal proceedings are being initiated,” said 
a CBI official. 
 
FORENSIC AUDIT 

 The alleged fraud came to light during a forensic audit of the loan account’s 
transactions from April 2012 to July 2017. According to the complaint lodged by the 
bank, the account was declared a fraud in June 2019. The account had become non-
performing asset in July 2016 with effect from November 30, 2013. 

 According to the FIR, the forensic audit revealed diversion of funds, misappropriation 
and criminal breach of trust. 

 The funds were allegedly used for unstated purposes, investments were made through 
a Singapore-based subsidiary and there were payouts running into hundreds of crores 
to related parties. Properties were also bought from the funds provided by ABG 
Shipyard. 

 The auditor also detected evidence of circular transactions. The total fair market value 
of the securities provided by the company against the credit facilities was ₹8,608.35 
crore, said the FIR. 

 ABG Shipyard, a flagship company of the ABG Group, is in the business of ship 
building and repair. 

 

WHAT IS THE ESSENTIAL PRACTICE TEST?  
 The story so far: The action of some pre-university colleges in Karnataka 

refusing entry to Muslim girl students wearing hijabs, or head-scarves, has now 
become a national controversy. While the girls have been protesting against 
being denied access to education, the counter-protests by a section of Hindu 
students wearing saffron shawls and turbans have led to a tense situation 
outside some campuses. The action of the college where the row broke out in 
Udupi is now being questioned in the Karnataka High Court. The court, by an 
interim order, has directed that students should not wear attire linked to any 
religion until it resolves the legal questions arising from the issue. 
 
WHAT ARE THE ISSUES? 

 The main question that arises is whether students can be kept out of educational 
institutions merely because they are wearing a piece of clothing indicating their 
religion. Is the denial of entry a violation of their freedom of conscience and freedom 
to practise their religion under Article 25? 

 While students are arguing in favour of their freedom, the Government is of the view 
that compelling a student to remove the head-scarf is not a violation of Article 25. 

 Going by the Government’s stand, the issue can also be framed differently: whether 
the wearing of head-scarves will have an adverse impact on law and order by pitting 
two communities against one another, and thereby, enable the Government to prohibit 
religious attire in the interest of public order – one of the grounds on which a right 
under Article 25 can be curbed. 

 The question whether educational institutions can bar religious attire as part of their 
power to prescribe uniforms for students is also linked to the constitutional question 
whether the ban on such attire will come within the power to restrict freedom of religion 
in the interest of public order, health and morality. 

 Yet another question is whether the denial of entry into schools amounts to violation 
of the students’ right to education under Article 21A. 
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 From the Muslim students’ point of view, they have a fundamental right to wear a hijab 
as part of their right to practise their religion. Going by precedent on a right asserted 
in contrast to the general rule, as well as arguments advanced in court on their behalf, 
the issue may boil down to a finding on whether the wearing of hijab is essential to the 
practice of their faith. 
 
WHAT IS THE CONSTITUTIONAL POSITION? 

 Bijoe Emmanuel vs. State of Kerala (1986) pertained to three children belonging to the 
Jehovah’s Witnesses sect refusing to sing the national anthem during the morning 
assembly. The Supreme Court ruled in the students’ favour, holding that their 
expulsion violated their freedom of expression under Article 19(1)(a) as well as their 
right to freely practise and profess their faith under Article 25(1). 

 The freedom of conscience and to profess, practise and propagate religion is 
guaranteed by Article 25. This freedom is subject to ‘public order, morality and health’. 
It also makes it clear that there can be a law regulating any economic, financial, 
political or other secular activity which may be associated with religious practice or to 
provide for social welfare and reform, including throwing open Hindu religious 
institutions of a public character to all classes and sections of Hindus. 

 Justice O. Chinnappa Reddy, who authored the judgment, observed that “the question 
is not whether a particular religious belief or practice appeals to our reason or 
sentiment but whether the belief is genuinely and conscientiously held as part of the 
profession or practice of religion. Our personal views and reactions are irrelevant. If 
the belief is genuinely and conscientiously held it attracts the protection of Art. 25 but 
subject, of course, to the inhibitions contained therein.” 

 The test in this approach is to find out whether a student who asserts religious freedom 
for a course of action that the authorities find objectionable genuinely and 
conscientiously holds that belief or not. Such a belief is constitutionally protected. 

 As for the wearing of hijab, the students are relying on a Kerala High Court judgment 
that had in 2016 allowed two Muslim students to take the All India Pre-medical Test 
while wearing a hijab, after holding that it was an essential part of Islam. In a different 
case, the Kerala High Court declined to intervene in favour of a Muslim student who 
was not allowed to wear a head-scarf by a school. 

 They have also cited a Madras High Court order in which the Election Commission’s 
decision to include photographs of electors in the electoral rolls was challenged on the 
ground it violated the right of Muslim women who are in purdah. The court ruled that 
there is unanimity among Muslim scholars that the purdah is not essential, but 
covering the head by a scarf was obligatory. 
 
HOW DO WE DRAW THE LINE BETWEEN MATTERS OF RELIGION AND 
MATTERS OTHER THAN RELIGION? 

 The ‘essential practice’ doctrine can be traced to a 1954 decision of the Supreme 
Court in Commissioner, Hindu Religious and Charitable Endowments, Madras vs. Sri 
Lakshmindra Thirtha Swamiar of Sri Shirur Mutt, commonly known as the ‘Shirur Mutt’ 
case. This litigation involved action sought to be taken by the Madras government 
against a mutt over some disputes over the handling of financial affairs. The 
madathipathi’s contention was that the Government could not interfere in the mutt’s 
right to manage its own affairs under Article 26. Under this Article, what was protected 
was the right “to manage its own affairs in matters of religion”. This led to the Bench 
noting that the presence of this clause indicates that there could be affairs that were 
not matters of religion. How does one draw the line between matters of religion and 
matters other than religion? It was in this context that the court said: “In the first place, 
what constitutes the essential part of a religion is primarily to be ascertained with 
reference to the doctrines of that religion itself.” 
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 However, this attempt to differentiate what essentially distinguishes a religious matter 
from other matters was taken up in subsequent judgments to mean that courts are 
required to distil the essence of a religion to see whether a particular practice or act 
fell under the category of religion or not. 

 Hence, some acts obtained constitutional protection by being declared “essential” to 
the practice of that religion and some were denied protection on the ground that they 
were not essential to it. 

 In 1983, the Supreme Court upheld the police decision to disallow ‘Tandava’, a ritual 
dance performed with a skull and a knife, in public places as part of a procession by 
Ananda Margis, holding that the ‘Tandava’ was not an essential religious practice 
among those in the sect. 

 In Sardar Syedna Taher Saifuddin Saheb vs. Bombay (1962), the Supreme Court 
struck down a law that prohibited the head of the Dawoodi Bohra community from 
excommunicating members. The majority ruled that the power of excommunication 
exercised by the religious head on religious grounds was part of the management of 
affairs on religious matters, and the Act infringed on the community’s rights. However, 
in a dissenting judgment, Chief Justice B. P. Sinha said the law was valid because it 
sought to uphold the freedom of conscience of individual members as well as their civil 
rights. 

 In the Sabarimala case (2018), the majority ruled that the bar on entry of women in the 
age-group of 10 to 50 was not an essential or integral part of the religion, and also 
denied the status of a separate religious denomination of devotees of Lord Ayyappa. 
However, in a dissenting judgment, Justice Indu Malhotra, said they constituted a 
distinct denomination and that the restriction on women of a particular age group is an 
essential part of their faith and is constitutionally protected. 
 
WHAT IS THE CRITICISM AGAINST THE ESSENTIAL PRACTICE TEST? 

 Jurists have criticised the continuing emphasis on applying the essential practice test 
to determine the constitutionality of state action against any religious practice that 
claims protection despite being either discriminatory or exclusionary. 

 The first criticism is that it was never intended to be a test to find out if a particular 
practice is essential to the practice of the religion, but was only made to distinguish a 
matter of religion from a matter other than religion. However, a long line of judicial 
decisions seem to endorse the applying of this test to dispose of cases. 

 The second criticism is that the doctrine of essentiality appears to allow courts to go 
deeply into the scriptures and tenets of a religion or a religious denomination to find 
out if the practice or norm that is at the heart of the issue is essential. This is seen as 
a theological or ecclesiastical exercise, which courts are forced to wade into. 

 A more reasonable approach will be to apply the test of constitutional morality and 
legitimacy to the issue at hand. Applying the principles of equality, dignity and civil 
rights to a particular practice may be better to decide the constitutionality of a practice 
than a theological enquiry. 

 
WHEN WILL INDIA’S MRNA VACCINE BE OUT? 

What is the significance of a Pune company developing the first indigenous shot using 
mRNA technology? 

 The story so far: The Pune-based Gennova Biopharmaceuticals is expected to 
roll out India’s first home-grown mRNA (messenger ribonucleic acid) vaccine by 
April. The COVID-19 pandemic awakened the world to the power of RNA 
therapies — two of the first vaccines that emerged in late 2020, Pfizer-BioNtech 
and Moderna, used this technology. Now, an Indian company is developing an 
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mRNA vaccine from scratch, signalling possibilities of the use of the molecule 
in a variety of diseases beyond COVID-19. 
 
WHAT IS AN MRNA VACCINE? 

 Like other vaccines, the mRNA vaccine strives to activate the immune system to 
produce antibodies that help counter an infection from a live virus. While the traditional 
method to do this involves introducing a part or the whole virus in a way that it cannot 
replicate, there is always the risk of an adverse reaction in the case of the SARS-CoV-
2 virus. Hence, a quest of vaccinology has been to tease out an immune response 
that is effective but also relatively safe. The theory goes that the less of a foreign body 
injected, the fewer the odds of an adverse response. A common approach by vaccine 
makers during the pandemic was to introduce a portion of the spike protein, the key 
part of the coronavirus, as part of a vaccine. Some makers, such as those that made 
the Oxford University vaccine (AstraZeneca) or Sputnik V, wrapped the gene that 
codes for the spike protein into an inactivated virus that affects chimpanzees, called 
the chimpanzee adenovirus. The aim is to have the body use its own machinery to 
make spike proteins from the given genetic code. The immune system, when it 
registers the spike protein, will create antibodies against it. Other vaccines use a piece 
of DNA to envelope the spike protein genes. An mRNA vaccine works in similar ways 
in that it too is a piece of genetic code inserted into the body to stimulate an immune 
response. 
 
HOW ARE THESE VACCINES DIFFERENT? 

 A piece of DNA must be converted into RNA for a cell to be able manufacture the spike 
protein. While an mRNA vaccine might look like a more direct approach to getting the 
cell to produce the necessary proteins, mRNA is very fragile and will be shred apart at 
room temperature or by the body’s enzymes when injected. To preserve its integrity, 
the mRNA needs to be wrapped in a layer of oily lipids, or fat cells. One way to think 
of this is that an mRNA-lipid unit most closely mimics how a virus presents itself to the 
body, except that it cannot replicate like one. DNA is much more stable and can be 
more flexibly integrated into a vaccine-vector. In terms of performance, both are 
expected to be as effective. While both the Pfizer-BioNTech and Moderna’s mRNA 
vaccines performed similarly in trials, the evidence over the last year shows that the 
latter generally elicited a more robust immune response and better protection against 
illness, though both vaccines were similar in their ability to stave off severe disease 
and death. A challenge with mRNA vaccines is that they need to be frozen from -90 
degree Celsius to -50 degree Celsius. They can be stored for up to two weeks in 
commercial freezers and need to be thawed at 2 degree Celsius to 8 degree Celsius 
at which they can remain for a month. A major reason why mRNA vaccines never 
made it to India was the stringent freezer conditions that made them expensive. A 
major advantage of mRNA and DNA vaccines is that because they only need the 
genetic code, it is possible to quickly update vaccines to emerging variants and even 
use them for a variety of diseases. That said, none of the vaccines has been updated 
for the Delta or Omicron variant yet. 
 
IS GENNOVA’S MRNA VACCINE DIFFERENT? 

 Gennova has revealed little public information on its vaccine but Sanjay Singh, the 
head of the firm, has previously said that the prospective vaccine uses a concoction 
of lipids and enzymes that allows the vaccine to be stored at 2°C to 8°C. However, the 
bulk of the materials necessary to manufacture the vaccine rely on imports. Company 
officials also say that the Indian mRNA vaccine will be cheaper than their imported 
versions but probably costlier than Covishield or Covaxin. 
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WHAT IS THE PROGRESS ON THE VACCINE CANDIDATE SO FAR? 
 The mRNA vaccine is currently in phase 2/3 trial to evaluate the safety, tolerability and 

immunogenicity of the candidate vaccine in healthy subjects. Around 4,000 volunteers 
have been recruited for the trial. Results from a phase-1 trial are expected to be 
published soon. Gennova has got ₹125 crore from the Department of Biotechnology. 
India has now fully vaccinated more than half its population and at least seven 
homegrown vaccines have been cleared by authorities. Vaccine makers are hoping to 
supply to those below 15 years as well as cater to demand for third doses. But there 
is a wide gap between readying vaccines and supplying them commercially because 
of the challenges of scaling up production. 

 Covaxin, despite being approved in January 2021 and developed by Bharat Biotech, 
an experienced vaccine maker, has only contributed to 14% of India’s vaccination 
drive. 

 
IMPROTANT MCQ   
1. Which one of the following statements regarding Uniform Civil Code as 
provided under Article 44 of the Constitution of India is not correct? 
(a) It is Fundamental Right of every Indian citizen. 
(b) The State shall endeavour to secure it for citizens throughout the territory of 
India. 
(c) It is not enforceable by any court. 
(d) It is not enforceable by a court yet the Constitution requires that as a 
principle it should be fundamental in the governance of our country. 
Answer: (a) It is Fundamental Right of every Indian citizen. 
 
2.Which of the following statements about a uniform civil code is/are correct? 
1. It is binding on the State that a uniform civil code must be made applicable to 
all. 
2. The provision regarding a uniform civil code is contained in Part III of the 
Constitution.Select the correct answer using the codes given below: 
A)  Only 1   B)  Only 2  C)  Both land 2                  D)  Neither 1 nor 2 
Correct Answer: D 
 
3. Who is the first Indian Pilot to fly Rafale?  
A. Vikram Shetty  B. Alok Satyarthi  
C. Hilal Ahmad Rather  D. Saurav Kukreja  
Ans- C 
 
4. The first batch of 5 Rafale fighter jets arrived at which Air Force Station?  
A. Ambala Air Force Station  B. Pathankot Air Force Station  
C. Agartala Air Force Station  D. Port Blair Air Force Station 
Ans- A 
 
5) Rafale fighter aircraft is designed & built by which company ? 
A. TATA  B. Dassault Aviation  C. RIL   D. HAL 
Ans- B 
 
6. Consider the following statements with respect to mRNA vaccines 
1. mRNA vaccines work by introducing an mRNA sequence coded for a disease 
specific antigen, into the body.. 
2. mRNA sequence can be synthesised artificially in a laboratory. 
3. In India, there is no approved indigenous mRNA based vaccine. 
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Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only  (b) 1 and 3 only (c) 1, 2 and 3 (d) 2 and 3 only 
Answer: (C) 
 
7. Which of the following are not the features of the Cold War? 
1. There was nuclear arms race.  2. There was a propaganda war. 
3. There was economic blockade against the non-aligned countries. 
4. The third world countries were directly involved in it. 
Answer: 
a. 1 & 2  b. 2 & 3  c. 3 & 4  d. 2 & 3 
 ans -c 
 
8. The organization of the Soviet bloc’s equivalent of NATO was 
a. COMECON  b. Warsaw Pact  c. NAM  d. SEATO 
ans -b 
 
9. In April 1949, the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) was signed by 
a. Canada, US and Western European states 
b. Greece, US and Western European states 
c. Turkey, US and Western European states 
d. US, USSR and Western European states 
ans -1 
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