
VEDANGA 

INSTITUTE FOR CIVIL SERVICES 

16-02-2022 

 

IAS/UPPCS/BPSC 

U-135, Ground Floor 2nd Floor, Vikas Marg, Baba Complex, Near Laxmi Nagar Metro Station 

Gate No. 3, Shakarpur, Delhi-92 

Contact No.  8447386765, 9718054084 

                  DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS  

INDEX  

 

 ANTI-LYNCHING BILLS PASSED BY FOUR STATES 

HANGING FIRE 

 SANSAD TV 

 INDIA TO MAKE DIGITAL MAPS OF ALL VILLAGES 

 WHERE IS THE UKRAINE CRISIS HEADED TO? 

 CANADA INVOKES EMERGENCY POWERS TO 

QUELL PROTESTS  

 QUESTIONING THE BAN ON ONLINE GAMING 

PLATFORMS 

 THE FATE OF THE AFGHAN RESERVES IN THE 

UNITED STATES 

 EXPLOITING THE CHINESE EXIT 

 

 

 

 

ANTI-LYNCHING BILLS PASSED BY FOUR 

STATES HANGING FIRE 
Lynching not defined as a crime under IPC, Centre has said 

 Bills passed against lynching in the past four years by at least three States ruled by BJP rivals 

and one by the party itself have not been implemented, with the Union government taking the 

view that lynching is not defined as a crime under the Indian Penal Code (IPC). 

 The Union Home Ministry informed Parliament in 2019 that there was “no separate” definition 

for lynching under the IPC, adding that such incidents could be dealt with under Sections 300 

and 302 of the IPC which pertain to murder. 

 In 2017, the National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) collected data on mob lynching, hate 

crimes and cow vigilantism, but the figures were not published and the work was discontinued 

as these crimes are not defined and the data were found to be unreliable. 

 On December 22, the Jharkhand Assembly passed the Prevention of Mob Violence and Mob 

Lynching Bill, 2021, providing for punishment ranging from three years to life imprisonment. 

The Bill awaits the Governor’s assent. 
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 On August 5, 2019, the Rajasthan Assembly passed the Rajasthan Protection from Lynching 

Bill, 2019, providing for life imprisonment and a fine ranging from ₹1 lakh to ₹5 lakh to those 

convicted in cases of mob lynching leading to the victim’s death. 

 

WHAT IS THE MOB LYNCHING?  

 Mob lynching is an extreme act by a group of violent people attacking another person 

which sometimes leads to the informal execution of a person. India has witnessed 

mob lynching since centuries. Most of the victims were Dalits and Women. Single 

Women were branded as witches and Dalits were ill-treated because of their cast. The 

recent cases of Dalits lynching were Jhajjar, Khairlanji, and Una.  

 The mob lynching statistics of India shows that India has not been very successful in 

handling mob violence issues. 

 

WHAT IS MOB LYNCHING ACT IN INDIA? 

 Mob lynching is a violation under Article 21 of the constitution of India as well as 

the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 
 There is no specific definition of mob lynching in IPC. Mob Lynching is considered 

an offence under Section 300 and 302 of IPC. 

 The Supreme Court in 2018, quoted mob lynching as a “horrendous act of 

mobocracy”. 

 The Anti-Communal Violence Bill was approved by the Supreme Court in 2018 

considering the provisions of Manav Suraksha Kanoon (MASUKA). MASUKA is a 

law against mob lynching, which gave the legal definitions on Mob, Lynching, and 

Victim. 

 Also, the Court ordered the Centre and State governments to frame laws and 

guidelines to deal with the compensation of victims, fast -track trials, and appropriate 

action against the wrongdoer. 

 
SUPREME COURT GUIDELINES FOR STATE GOVERNMENT 

The state government shall appoint a senior officer in each district for controlling 

lynching activities. 
1. The state government shall make provisions for the compensation of lynching victims 

and to ensure the safety of the victims family members.  

2. The state government shall identify such districts, subdivision, and villages which  

are vulnerable to mob lynching. 

3. The state and central government should make use of television, radio, and other 

social media sources to educate people about the legal consequences of participating 

in mob lynching. 

 
SUPREME COURT GUIDELINES FOR NODAL OFFICERS 

 The responsible officers shall prepare various strategies to tackle lynching cases and 

bring in the attention of the Director General of Police(DGP). 
 It shall be the duty of every police officer to keep constant surveillance on the area 

where mob lynching incidents occur or have a tendency to undergo such incidents.  

 If a responsible officer fails to do his/her duty, the same will be considered as an act 

of deliberate negligence for which an appropriate action must be taken against 

him/her. 

 Prevent dissemination of extreme thoughts through social media which tends to give 

a push to mob lynching. An FIR shall be lodged under section 153A of IPC against 

the person responsible for such an act. 

https://www.delhipolice.nic.in/SUPREME%20COURT%20GUIDELINES.pdf
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INITIATIVES FROM THE STATE GOVERNMENTS 

In pursuance of supreme court guidelines, some of the states implemented 

their state laws to curb mob lynching. 
1. The Manipur government in 2018  was the first state government to obey the 

Supreme Court orders and to come up with its Bill against Mob lynching. The Bill 

states that there would be authorized officers in each district to control such 

crimes. 

2. The Rajasthan government in August 2019 came with Bill against lynching and 

defined it as a serious violation of human rights.  

3. The West Bengal government took a step ahead and came up with a more rigid 

penalty against lynching. Punishment for lynching to death is the death penalty or 

life imprisonment. 

 

MOB LYNCHING STATISTICS IN INDIA : 
 According to amnesty international, reports of alleged hate crimes have witnessed the 

exponential growth in numbers since 2016. 
 In 2019, incidents of alleged hate crimes have been recorded by the website in the 

first six months of the year. Almost double than the previous three years’ half -yearly 

counts. 

 According to the IndiaSpend, in India since 2012 there have been approximately 129 

incidents of mob lynchings which resulted in 47 deaths.  

   From 2010 -2017, 52% of the victims were Muslims. Out of 25 Indians who died 

over the eight years, 21 were Muslim. About 139 people were also injured in these 

attacks. Mostly these attacks were triggered due to rumors.  

 

CONCLUSION 

 The main reason for this problem is the lack of education, lack of self -education, 

growing xenophobia and prejudice against certain castes and communities . Despite 

the guidelines issued by the supreme court majority of state governments have failed 

to enact stricter laws against mob lynching. To tackle this serious issue the state 

government shall coordinate with the central government to comply with the 

guidelines as directed by the supreme court. 

 

SANSAD TV 
 Sansad TV is an Indian government television channel, which broadcasts the 

programming of the two Houses of Indian Parliament and other public affairs 

programming. It was formed in March 2021 by amalgamating the existing house 

channels, Lok Sabha TV and the Rajya Sabha TV, although separate satellite channels 

are broadcast for each House 

Ravi Capoor, a retired IAS officer, was appointed as the CEO of the channel on 1 March 

2021. The LSTV platform would telecast programmes in Hindi, while RSTV would do 

so in English.  
 

INDIA TO MAKE DIGITAL MAPS OF ALL 

VILLAGES 

https://www.amnesty.org/en/
https://www.indiaspend.com/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Government_of_India
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Television_channel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Parliament_of_India
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Public_affairs_(broadcasting)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Public_affairs_(broadcasting)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lok_Sabha_TV
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rajya_Sabha_TV
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indian_Administrative_Service
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Updated guidelines to make it easier for surveys to be undertaken using 

drones, says Minister 

 India plans to prepare digital maps of all its 6,00,000 villages and pan-India 3D maps will be 

prepared for 100 cities, Union Minister of State for Scienc and Technology Jitendra Singh said 

on Tuesday at an event to mark a year of the updated geospatial policy guidelines. 

 An ongoing scheme, piloted by the Panchayati Raj Ministry, called SVAMITVA (Survey of 

Villages and Mapping with Improvised Technology in Village Areas) was launched by Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi in April 2020. 

 The updated guidelines help private companies prepare a variety of maps without needing 

approvals from a host of Ministries and make it easier to use drones and develop applications 

via location mapping. The “trinity of geospatial systems, drone policy and unlocked space 

sector will be the hallmark of India’s future economic progress”, Dr. Singh said in a statement. 

The complete geospatial policy would be announced soon as the liberalisation of guidelines 

had yielded very positive outcomes within a year’s time, he said. The geographical information 

based system mapping would also be useful in forest management, disaster management, 

electrical utilities, land records, water distribution, and property taxation. 

 Dr. Singh estimated the size of the Indian geospatial market in 2020 to be ₹23,345 crore, 

including ₹10,595 crore of export which was likely to grow to ₹36,300 crore by 2025. 

 When the scheme was launched, Mr. Modi had said that it would help establish “clear 

ownership” of property in rural areas by mapping of land parcels using drone technology and 

providing a “record of rights” to eligible households by issuing legal ownership cards to them. 

 So far, drone surveys have covered close to 1,00,000 villages and maps of 77,527 villages had 

been handed over to States. Property cards have been distributed to around 27,000 villages, 

according to current information on the SVAMITVA portal. 

 

WHERE IS THE UKRAINE CRISIS HEADED TO? 
Amid fears of war, West says Ukraine’s entry into NATO is not on agenda; 

Moscow signals more talks 

 In a televised address on Monday, Ukraine’s President Volodymyr Zelensky said he had 

declared Wednesday (February 16), which U.S. officials had said could be the date of a Russian 

attack, as a day of “national unity”. 

 But he has also said the earlier predictions by western intelligence agencies of a possible attack 

had proven wrong. PBS Newshour, the American TV programme, reported late last week, 

quoting unnamed U.S. officials, that Vladimir Putin, the Russian President, had decided to 

launch an invasion and sent the orders. 

 But top officials of the Biden administration say, in on-the-record interactions, they don’t 

believe Mr. Putin has taken that call. They warn, however, that Russia has mobilised enough 

troops to launch an invasion “any day”.  And then came Russia’s announcement, on Tuesday, 

that it’s pulling back some troops from the Ukraine border but will continue large military 

exercises. There are conflicting signals, and in fact, nobody is certain whether Mr. Putin will 

attack Ukraine and if so, when. This unpredictability appears to be at the core of Mr. Putin’s 

Ukraine strategy 

 

Encircling Ukraine 

 Russia has maintained that it has no plans to invade Ukraine. When he met the visiting French 

President, Emmanuel Macron, in Moscow last week, Mr. Putin told him Russia would not 

escalate. But at the same time, Russia has mobilised about 130,000 troops on the three sides of 

Ukraine. This includes 105 battalion tactical groups (each group having some 700-800 soldiers 

capable of fast manoeuvering in open terrain), 500 combat aircraft and some 40 warships in 

the Black Sea and the Sea of Azov. As part of the military drills with Belarus, Russia has also 
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deployed S400 missile defence systems and Iskander surface-to-surface missiles. So with 

missiles, fighter jets, warships and tens of thousands of combat troops, Russia aims to ensure 

total domination in the land, in the air and in the sea in the event of a war.  

 When Russia says it won’t escalate or launch an invasion, what it actually means is that it won’t 

take escalatory steps without “a provocation”. The West had warned that there could be a “false 

flag operation” in the rebel-controlled Donbas region of eastern Ukraine, which Russia could 

use as an excuse for an attack. 

 And invasion could trigger severe sanctions from the West. Even if the Russian economy is 

better-positioned today to offset the impacts of 

the sanctions, a full-scale invasion comes with 

other risks. Russia could overrun Ukraine 

within weeks and install a friendly regime in 

Kiev, but managing the post-invasion status 

quo in Europe’s largest country where the 

public opinion on Russia is almost evenly split 

would not be easy. 

 Last time when Moscow made a large military 

intervention — in Afghanistan in 1979 — it 

didn’t end well. So, is Mr. Putin ready to take 

such a risk on Ukraine? Or would he take a less 

risky route of providing more arms to the rebels 

in Donbas to push the frontlines of a civil war 

that has been frozen since 2015?   

 

TROOPS AND TALKS  

 Escalation is not the only way forward. On 

Monday, at the same time Russia was building 

its military pressure around Ukraine, in a 

choreographed meeting that was telecast on the 

state TV, Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov told President Putin that the diplomatic possibilities 

are “far from exhausted”. He proposed continuing talks with the West and Mr. Putin was seen 

endorsing Mr. Lavrov. The meeting was telecast at a time when German Chancellor Olaf 

Scholz was in Ukraine. 

 Germany, Europe’s largest economy and the destination of two Russian gas pipelines, is an 

important country for Moscow. Berlin, which has warned of sanctions if Russia invades 

Ukraine, has also been sensitive towards Russia’s security concerns — it refused to send 

weapons to Ukraine and barred other NATO members from sending German-made weapons. 

On Monday, Mr. Scholz said in Kiev that Ukraine’s entry into NATO “was not on the agenda 

right now”. He met Mr. Putin in Moscow on Tuesday. 

 Ukraine has also shown signs of a compromise. Vadym Prystaiko, Ukraine’s Ambassador to 

Britain, told a BBC interview that Kiev was considering giving up its bid for NATO 

membership to avert war. The Ukrainian Foreign Ministry later said Prystaiko’s comments 

were taken out of context. But President Zelensky did not dismiss Mr. Prystaiko’s comments. 

The prospect of Ukraine joining NATO could be “like a dream”, said Mr. Zelensky.  

 President Joe Biden has already told Mr. Putin that the U.S. has no plans to deploy offensive 

missile systems in Ukraine. He has also offered signing an agreement with Russia on ruling 

out deploying such missiles and stationing permanent combat troops on reciprocal terms. But 

those offers did not lead to a breakthrough as Russia wants guarantees that Ukraine would 

never be taken into NATO. Now both western and Ukrainian leaders are hinting that Ukraine 

joining the alliance is a distinct possibility. 

 What’s to be seen is if this is enough to convince the Kremlin to opt for a ramp-off?  
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CANADA INVOKES EMERGENCY POWERS TO 

QUELL PROTESTS  

 Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau on Monday invoked rarely used emergency powers 

to bring an end to trucker-led protests against COVID health rules after police arrested 11 

persons with a “cache of firearms” blocking a border crossing with the United States. 

 It marked only the second time in Canadian history such powers have been invoked in 

peacetime, and came as hundreds of big rigs still clogged the streets of the capital Ottawa, as 

well as two border crossings. 

 “The federal government has invoked the Emergencies Act to supplement provincial and 

territorial capacity to address the blockades and occupations,” Mr. Trudeau told a news 

conference. 

 The Prime Minister said the military would not be deployed at this stage, but that authorities 

would be granted more powers to arrest protesters and seize their trucks in order to clear 

blockades, as well as ban funding of the protests. 

 As the threat of violence lingered, federal police said they arrested 11 protesters with rifles, 

handguns, body armor and ammunition at the border. 

 

QUESTIONING THE BAN ON ONLINE GAMING 

PLATFORMS 
Why are High Courts quashing State laws on online gambling and skill-

based gaming websites? 

 The story so far: Earlier this week, a division bench of the Karnataka High Court 

comprising of Chief Justice Ritu Raj Awasthi and Justice Krishna S. Dixit delivered a 

judgment striking down major portions of the Karnataka Police (Amendment) Act, 2021, 

a new law that was introduced by the State government to ban online gambling and skill-

based gaming platforms like rummy, poker and fantasy sports that involved any 

wagering or risking of money on an uncertain event. 

 Apart from Karnataka, a similar law introduced by the Tamil Nadu government was struck 

down by the Madras High Court in August 2021. In September 2021, the Kerala High Court 

had also quashed a notification issued by the State government specifically banning the game 

of online rummy when played for stakes. 

 

WHY ARE STATES RESORTING TO BANNING ONLINE GAMING? 

 Many social activists, government officials and those in law enforcement believe that online 

games like rummy and poker are addictive in nature; and when played with monetary stakes 

leads to depression, mounting debts and suicides. Reportedly, there have been a few instances 

where youngsters, faced with mounting debts due to losses in online games have committed 

other crimes like theft and murder. 

 Some experts also believe that online games are susceptible to manipulation by the websites 

operating such games and that there is a possibility that users are not playing such games 

against other players, but against automatic machines or ‘bots’, wherein there is no fair 

opportunity for an ordinary user to win the game. 

 

ON WHAT GROUNDS DID THE KARNATAKA HIGH COURT STRIKE DOWN THE 

ONLINE GAMING LAW? 

 The Karnataka High Court struck down the amendments to the Karnataka Police Act on three 

major grounds: violation of fundamental rights of trade and commerce, liberty and privacy, 

speech and expression; the law being manifestly arbitrary and irrational insofar as it did not 
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distinguish between two different categories of games, i.e. games of skill and chance; and lastly 

lack of legislative competence of State legislatures to enact laws on online skill-based games. 

 The court held that games where substantial effort, knowledge and skill is required are different 

from games of mere luck or chance. Relying upon previous judgments of the Supreme Court 

which had held rummy, fantasy sports and betting on horse-racing to be games of skill, the 

High Court ruled that online games involving skill, regardless of whether money is staked on 

them or not enjoy protection of right to trade and commerce, unlike gambling or betting. 

 The court also held that the State government provided no evidence or data on whether a 

sweeping ban was justified and neither constituted a committee of experts to study the issue. 

The court also held that playing online games could help in building the character of an 

individual and enjoying online gaming could also fall within the contours of freedom of 

expression and right to liberty and privacy guaranteed under the constitution. 

 The judgment also noted that State governments have been granted powers under the 

constitution to make laws for ‘gambling and betting’ but interpreted the word ‘betting’ for this 

purpose to mean betting on gambling games, i.e. betting on games of chance and not games of 

skill. 

 Further, the judges also opined that regulation of online games may be a better and 

proportionate solution rather than an outright ban, and left it open for the State government to 

come up with a new legislation dealing with betting and gambling in accordance with the 

provisions of the constitution. 

 

IS REGULATION OF ONLINE GAMING A BETTER SOLUTION? 

 An outright ban may not entirely curtail the playing of such online games, with or without 

stakes. Telangana, which was the first State to ban online games for stakes in 2017 has seen a 

spurt of illegal or underground online gambling apps, most of which originate from China or 

other foreign countries, and except payments from players through dummy companies or 

hawala channels. Both the Enforcement Directorate (ED) and local cyber crime authorities 

have tried to crack down on such apps but with limited success. 

 Shifting of users to grey or illegal offshore online gaming apps not only results in loss of tax 

revenue for the State and job opportunities for locals, but results in users being unable to avail 

remedies for any unfair behaviour or refusal to pay out winnings. 

 Experts believe that instead of a complete ban, one could look at licensing and regulating the 

industry with various checks and balances such as diligent KYC and anti-money laundering 

processes, barring minors from accessing real money games, placing weekly or monthly limits 

on the money that can be staked or time that can be spent, counselling for addictive players and 

allowing self-exclusion of such players etc. 

 

WHAT IS NEXT FOR ONLINE GAMING COMPANIES? 

 The Tamil Nadu government has filed an appeal in the Supreme Court against the August 2021 

order of the Madras High Court striking down its online gaming law. Presently, it is unclear 

whether the Karnataka government is also planning to file an appeal to the Supreme Court. 

However, at least Tamil Nadu government’s appeal is expected to be listed before the apex 

court in the coming weeks. It is expected that the Supreme Court will give its conclusive verdict 

on the issue of whether online real money games can be outrightly banned and whether the 

State or Central government has the power to enact legislation on the subject. For now, online 

gaming companies will continue to offer different formats and variations of online real money 

games, with the distinction between skill-based and chance-based games at times becoming 

blurry and debatable. 

 The author is a technology and gaming lawyer based in Mumbai. Views expressed are personal. 
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THE FATE OF THE AFGHAN RESERVES IN THE 

UNITED STATES 
How is the U.S planning to distribute Afghanistan’s central bank funds 

which it had earlier frozen? Will the Taliban have access? 

 The story so far: On February 11, U.S. President Joe Biden signed an executive order 

declaring that the United States —which had frozen the Afghan reserve fund belonging 

to the central bank of Afghanistan —will allow nearly $3.5 billion of that fund for the 

humanitarian needs of the Afghan people. That apart he also opened the possibility that 

U.S. victims of terrorism will be considered for a part of the fund. The announcement has 

effectively blocked the Taliban administration in Kabul from accessing the funds. The 

Taliban has branded the move as “theft”. 

 

WHAT IS THE SOURCE OF THE AFGHAN FUNDS IN THE U.S.? 

 At the time of the fall of Kabul to the Taliban in August 2021, at least $9 billion belonging to 

Afghanistan was parked abroad in various countries. The USA held around $7 billion and 

others like Switzerland, Germany, the United Arab Emirates and two other countries held the 

rest. The money belonged to Da Afghanistan Bank (DAB). The U.S. Government had frozen 

the funds but there was speculation about its fate since the Taliban returned to Kabul. The 

complication is partly also due to the fact that the Taliban has not received any international 

recognition in the past six months since the fall of Kabul. Key regional powers like India have 

urged the international community to go slow in recognising the militants who continue to have 

figures like Sirajuddin Haqqani who remain in the terror blacklist of the United Nations. To 

make matters worse, the Taliban has so far failed to get the seat reserved for Afghanistan at the 

United Nations. Afghan analysts like Khalilullah Safi however maintain that apart from the 

reserves of the central bank, the U.S. government is also in possession of some of the gold 

deposits of Afghanistan that dates back to the days of the Government of King Zaheer Shah. 

 

WHAT IS THE DOMESTIC SITUATION OF AFGHANISTAN? 

 The economic situation in Afghanistan crashed immediately in the aftermath of the takeover 

by the Taliban as supply lines were disrupted and inflation shot up prices across the country. 

An unusual draught came as an additional burden. As the revenue system inside the country 

collapsed, the Taliban administration found itself incapable of proceeding along the lines as 

described in the February 29, 2020 agreement between the U.S. and the Taliban delegation in 

Doha, Qatar. The Taliban-U.S. agreement had envisaged that an Afghan Islamic Government 

as determined by intra-Afghan dialogue would be formed when Taliban joins the mainstream 

Government. The U.S. had pledged in that agreement that it will "seek international 

cooperation for reconstruction" of Afghanistan. But in view of the military takeover by Taliban 

and in the absence of any "intra-Afghan dialogue", the agreement's financial sections were not 

activated. However, Taliban has been demanding that the $9 billion belongs to the Afghan 

people and the U.S. should return the money. 

 

WHAT IS THE U.S. ARGUMENT ON TAKING CONTROL OF THE RESERVE? 

 The U.S. does not agree that the reserve belongs to the Afghan people. White House officials 

claimed that "fundamentally, these reserves, including the $7 billion in the U.S., ....are proceeds 

of the sustained and significant international assistance" that Afghanistan received in the 

previous two decades during the rule of President Hamid Karzai and President Ashraf Ghani. 

They argue that a part of that amount came from international donors. According to official 

U.S. sources, the move was not sudden as they have been deliberating over the past several 

months how some of that amount could be used to support the humanitarian needs of the 

Afghan people. The U.S. has declared that it will access around $3.5 billion for supporting the 

humanitarian needs of the Afghan people (through international aid agencies). This 
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contribution is expected to be channelled through international aid and relief agencies like the 

World Food Programme that are involved in providing food support to Afghanistan. 

 

HOW ARE THE RESERVES RELEVANT FOR VICTIMS OF TERRORISM IN THE 

U.S.? 

 While part of the reserves, $3.5 billion, has been designated for a trust fund to support the 

humanitarian assistance for Afghanistan, the plan for the rest of the fund out of the total of $7 

billion is yet to be decided, said an official on February 11. The official said the rest of the 

money would be kept in the U.S., the use of which is to be decided as per the current litigation 

against the Taliban by American victims of terrorism. Taliban has long been in focus in the 

courts of the United States where victims of the 9/11 attacks have often claimed damages from 

the group for providing support to Osama Bin Laden's Al Qaeda network which carried out the 

attacks across locations in the United States with a team of 19 Arab hijackers and civilian 

aircraft. A group of 150 family members of people killed in the 9/11 attacks sued the Taliban 

and Al Qaeda in 2010. These families have urged the U.S. government to allow them access to 

the funds. The White House official said that the transfer of the funds to these families of 

victims will depend on the court order. The declaration of the court in New York will therefore 

finally determine the future course of the funds. 

 

WHAT HAS BEEN THE TALIBAN’S RESPONSE? 

 Taliban spokespersons have described President Biden’s announcement as “unilateral”. Suhail 

Shaheen, the “Permanent Representative-designate for the United Nations” of the Taliban has 

assured that the reserve of the Da Afghanistan Bank does not belong to “governments or 

factions” and is a “property” of the Afghan people. It is meant for implementation of “monetary 

policy, facilitation of trade and boosting of the financial system of the country.” He described 

the U.S. move as an act of “injustice” against the Afghan people. 

 

EXPLOITING THE CHINESE EXIT 
In the absence of Chinese tech, the primary Indian IT objective must shift 

to providing for Indians 

 The Union government on February 14, 2022 banned another set of Chinese apps (more than 

50) over concerns related to privacy and national security. In this article dated September 14, 

2020, Siddharth Pai explains how the vaccum created by the ban of these apps should enable 

the Indian IT sector to create more hyper-regional and hyper-local applications and websites. 

 The current India-China border standoff has expanded watchful Indian eyes into cyberspace; 

but the Chinese put up blinding shields on their own Internet territory more than a decade ago. 

The Chinese government began erecting censorship barriers (what I like to call the Great 

Internet Wall of China ) and banned several popular Western websites and applications years 

ago. 

 In January 2010, Google announced that in response to a hacking attack from within China on 

it and dozens of other U.S. companies, it was no longer willing to censor searches in China and 

would pull out of the country completely. Meanwhile, in the intervening years since Google 

and others were forced out, the Chinese Internet market exploded, and has grown to over 900 

million users, most of them on mobile (paradoxically via Google’s Android) from just over 

300 million in early 2010. This is according to the China Internet Network Information Center, 

a branch of the country’s Ministry of Industry and Information Technology. 

 

CHINA’S LEAD 

 In hindsight, China’s censors look like superb long-range economic planners and technology 

strategists. The Great Internet Wall did not filter and screen Western content so much as it 

insulated Chinese entrepreneurs from Big Tech in Silicon Valley. The Chinese web market was 
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left with substantial appetites for Internet-based social, commerce, and lifestyle services which 

Big Tech could not fulfil. Home-grown firms such as WeChat and Alibaba had a field day 

building apps that were at first faithful reproductions of Silicon Valley, but soon morphed into 

distinctly Chinese applications tailored solely to the home market. 

 Baidu has replaced Google in China. Youku Tudou is YouTube, and Xiaohongshu is a version 

of Instagram from which users can shop for goods directly. WeChat began as a simple 

messaging app, but is now many things for the Chinese (social media, news, messaging, 

payments, and digital commerce). 

 As far back as 2016, U.S. President Barack Obama released a strategic plan which addressed 

many issues, but the most striking part of this report is that it appeared the Chinese had learnt 

their lesson from failing to make themselves an IT outsourcing services superpower like India 

had. 

 According to the 2016 White House report, the Chinese have leapfrogged even the U.S. in AI 

research, especially in the components of “neural networks” and “deep learning”. In this case, 

the intellectual property being produced actually belongs to China and is not a faithful duplicate 

of someone else’s product or technology. This has far-reaching implications. Current affairs 

show us that the U.S. is likely to follow India’s lead by banning Chinese apps and technology 

companies. 

 With the rise of Jio, and the response from its competitors, the widening reach of Internet 

connection across the country will provide hundreds of millions of non-urban Indians with fluid 

access to the Internet. India now has the lowest Internet data costs in the world. In its attempt 

to dominate the rest of the world, the Chinese Internet industry desperately needs India’s 

freshly minted 500-plus million netizens to continue to act as a training ground for the AI 

algorithms they put together. China’s Internet ecosystem is entirely self-created, self-run, and 

self-serviced, yet it exports the newly banned apps such as Tik Tok and PUBG worldwide — 

adding to the user base of 900-plus million Chinese netizens whose data they already have 

exclusive access to. 

 The decision to ban such apps in India is not only a geopolitical move but also a strategic trade 

manoeuvre that can have significant economic impact. Banning these Chinese websites and 

applications to the Indian public effectively allows our home-grown IT talent to focus on the 

newly arrived Internet user. Big tech firms from Silicon Valley and China in both hardware 

and software have been in a tussle over the Indian consumer, but India’s focus remains on 

exporting IT services while paying little attention to servicing our own nation’s tech market. 

 Most alarmingly, while we have spent the last two decades exporting the bulk of our technology 

services to developed countries in the West, the vacuum created as the Indian Internet grew has 

been filled by American Big Tech and by the Chinese. After the removal of more than 118 

Chinese apps, Indian techies have started trying to fill the holes with copycat replacement 

websites and applications. But faithful copies are not enough for us to make full use of China’s 

exit. 

 The primary Indian IT objective must shift from servicing others to providing for ourselves. In 

the absence of Chinese tech, Indian entrepreneurs should not simply look to replace what the 

exiting firms have so far been providing. They should focus instead on providing services and 

products of high quality that will be used by everyday Indians across the country. The aim of 

providing netizens with the same services across diverse markets is overarching — regional 

barriers created by language exist within our own nation. These provide an accretion of 

excellent smaller markets, with opportunities for specialised Internet services created for a local 

community, by the community itself. 

 The fundamental focus of the new digital products that plan to emerge in the growing market 

should be to provide for hyper-regional necessities and preferences. With this in mind, there 

are several commercial opportunities available. For example, apps and services that provide 

specific market prices, local train and bus routes, allow for non-traditional banking and lending, 

education, health, online sales, classified advertising,and so on. 
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IT’S HYPER-LOCAL, HYPER-REGIONAL 

 Accessibility is also crucial. 

 With the rise in migrant work and labour all over the country, a news or banking app with, say, 

an Odiya interface should work everywhere that Odiya-speaking people migrate to. 

 However, national accessibility on its own will not make an app a game changer. Indians are 

savvy enough to know what a world class app is. 

 If we create hyper-local and hyper-regional services of high quality and great accessibility that 

are also portable across our linguistic diversity, we are far more likely to succeed in creating 

one of the strongest Internet markets in the world, rather than creating copycat apps or apps 

that only cater to English speakers. 

 Technology companies all over the world have focused their efforts on the 15% of the world’s 

population with deep pockets while largely ignoring the other six billion denizens of the 

world’s population. 

 Some sympathetic noises about ‘emerging’ markets are made, but the waters remain largely 

untested. 

 If we go forward with the aim of servicing our own, India’s experiences as a modernising 

power are of great use to the bulk of the world’s population, which lives in penury when 

compared to its western counterparts. We can export our “India stack” to other countries in the 

“south”, such as those in Africa and Latin America. We have successfully done this before with 

our outstanding railway technology. There is no reason we cannot pull off the same 

achievement with our home-grown Internet power. 

 Siddharth Pai is founder of Siana Capital, a venture capital firm focused on Indian Deep Tech 

and Science 

 
Q1 Which of the following includes the guidelines given by supreme court to 

centre to prevent mob lynching in the country ? 

1) The states shall designate a senior police officer not below the rank of police 

inspector as nodal officer in each district. 

2) The state governments shall immediately identify districts, sub-divisions and 

villages where instances of lynching and mob violence have been reported in the 

recent past. 

3) The Union home department must work in co-ordination with the state 

governments to sensitise law-enforcement agencies and by involving all 

stakeholders to identify the measures for the prevention of mob violence and 

lynching. 

4) The Centre shall punish the states on the gravity of the situation and if the said 

measures are not taken. 

Options : 

a) 1 & 2 only  b) 2 & 3 only  c) 1 & 3 only  d) 2 & 4 only 

ANS-B  

 

2. Which of the following is not the disputed site between India & China? 

(a) Doklam   (b) Galwan valley   

(c) Depsang Plains  (d) Lipulekh pass 

Answer: d 
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Explanation: Lipulekh pass exists between India and Nepal. While the other three 

places are disputed sites between India and China. 

 

3.Which mountain range extends into Afghanistan to become part of the Hindu 

Kush mountains? 

A. Alps  B. Pyrenees  C. Himalayas  D. Andes 

 ANS –C 

 

4.Wich state ment is correct  

1. Sansad tv strated in 2021 

2. Its is part of dd news  

3. First ceo of the chenal is  ravi Kapoor  

A. Only -1 B. Only -2  C. 1&3   D. All correct  

Ans- c 

 

5.Which state ment is correct about india and china  

1. India's total trade with China was $125.7 billion in the 2021 

2. India's trade deficit with China to $69.4 billion in 2021, up from $45.9 

billion in 2020 and $56.8 billion in 2019. 

A. Only -1  B. Only -2  C. 1&2   D. None of tease 

Ans -c 
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