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SINGAPORE PM’S SPEECH UNCALLED FOR, SAYS 
INDIA 
Lee Hsien Loong said half of Indian MPs face charges. 

 Taking a stern view of a speech in parliament made by Singapore Prime Minister 
Lee Hsien Loong, where he criticised the decline of “Nehru’s India” to the present, 
where Indian Members of Parliament face “criminal charges”, the Ministry of 
External Affairs (MEA) summoned Singapore’s High Commissioner to India, Simon 
Wong, on Thursday. The comments were “raised” by officials with Mr. Wong, 
according to government sources, who said Mr. Lee’s comments were “uncalled 
for” and “unacceptable”.  

 Delivering a speech in Singapore’s Parliament on February 15 on a report by the 
Committee of Privileges, which was looking into charges of lying by members of 
the country’s largest Opposition party, the Workers’ Party, Mr. Loong gave 
examples of the decline in political probity amongst elected politicians in India and 
Israel today, and even referred to the U.K.’s “partygate” scandal over official parties 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 While Nehru’s India has become one where, according to media reports, almost 
half the MPs in the Lok Sabha have criminal charges pending against them, 
including charges of rape and murder. Though it is also said that many of these 
allegations are politically motivated,” he said, adding that it was important to 
“prevent Singapore from going down the same road”. 

 The comments by the Singapore Prime Minister led to a rare controversy between 
the two countries that otherwise have friendly ties. 

 Earlier in the speech, Mr. Lee had praised India’s former Prime Minister, the late 
Jawaharlal Nehru, and Israel’s former PM, the late David Ben-Gurion, for helping 
their countries gain Independence, but added that subsequent generations of 
politicians had allowed moral values to “slide”. 

 The leaders who fought for and won Independence are often exceptional 
individuals of great courage, immense culture and outstanding ability. They came 
through the crucible of fire and emerged as leaders of men and nations. They are 
the David Ben-Gurions, the Jawaharlal Nehrus, and we have our own too,” Mr. Lee 
said, explaining the findings of the report that led to Parliament voting for 
penalties for three leaders of the Workers’ Party, including MP Raeesah Khan, who 
had been found guilty of lying in Parliament and was fined approximately 
US$26,000, and for possible criminal proceedings against Workers’ Party 
chairperson Pritam Singh and vice-chair Faisal Manap for being complicit. 

 While Mr. Lee did not cite any specific sources for his claim about Lok Sabha 
members, it is believed he was referring to a 2019 report by the Association of 
Democratic Reforms -2019-analysis-criminal-background-financial-education-
gender-and-other), which found that of 539 candidates that won the general 
elections that year, as many as 233 or 43% faced criminal charges. However, 
government sources said it was not expected that a foreign head of government 
would cite this information, that pertains to India’s domestic politics, in a prepared 
Parliament speech. 

 Opposition leaders also weighed in on the issue. Congress leader Jairam Ramesh 
said in a tweet that Prime Minister Narendra Modi “denigrates Nehru all the time 
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inside and outside Parliament” while the Singapore PM had invoked PM Nehru “to 
argue how democracy should work during a parliamentary debate”.  

 
INDIA, UAE TO SIGN TRADE PACT TODAY VIRTUAL 
SUMMIT TO BE CONDUCTED ON ECONOMIC TIES 

 India and the United Arab Emirates will sign the first ever bilateral Free Trade 
Agreement between the two countries on Friday. 

 The FTA — Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA) — is 
expected to be in focus during a virtual summit between Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and the Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed al Nahyan. A 
statement from the Ministry of External Affairs said the summit will provide both 
the leaders an opportunity to discuss “bilateral cooperation and exchange views 
on regional and international issues of mutual interest”. 

 Minister of Commerce and Industry Piyush Goyal had announced last week that 
negotiations on the trade pact had neared conclusion and that it was to be signed 
soon. 

 India-UAE trade was expected to revert to pre-pandemic level this year and touch 
$60 billion in this financial year, an official said. 

 Officials also noted that UAE was one of the foreign countries that had displayed 
interest in investing in the Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir. Investment 
from the UAE has steadily grown and has reached $17 billion, which has provided 
a foundation for signing this biggest trade agreement of the last 7 years. 
 
GEM EXPORTS 

 The FTA has found enthusiastic support from the Gem and Jewellery Export 
Promotion Council (GJEPC) which has announced that the deal will push jewellery 
exports to the Gulf country to the level of $10 billion. The GJEPC said in a statement 
that the sector has already crossed ₹2.4 lakh crore, marking a post-pandemic 
recovery. 

 “UAE is a gateway to the entire Middle East region and the proposed abolition of 
5% import duty in UAE would lead to increased prosperity on both sides of the 
Arabian Sea,” said Colin Shah, Chairman of GJEPC. 
 

INDIA’S FIRST WATER TAXI SERVICE INAUGURATED IN 
MAHARASHTRA  
PROJECT CONNECTS NAVI MUMBAI WITH THE MAIN CITY 

 India’s first water taxi service was inaugurated in Maharashtra on Thursday 
connecting the Navi Mumbai area to mainland Mumbai. Chief Minister Uddhav 
Thackeray inaugurated the Belapur jetty while Union Minister for Ports, Shipping 
and Waterways Sarbanand Sonowal flagged off the service. 

 The ₹8.37-crore project will presently operate on three routes and the State and 
the Centre have shared the expenditure. The three routes include Belapur to Ferry 
Wharf – the domestic cruise terminal, Belapur to Elephanta Caves and Belapur to 
JNPT. 
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 In the initial stage, seven speedboats — each with a capacity of 10 to 30 passengers 
— and one catamaran with passenger capacity of 50 to 60 will run on these routes. 
The cost per person on a single journey will be between ₹820 to ₹1,200 for speed 
boats and ₹290 for the catamaran. 

 Addressing the event, Mr. Sonowal said the Sagarmala project has offered 131 
projects worth ₹1.05 lakh crore for Maharashtra. “Financial aid of ₹278 crore for 
46 projects will be offered under the project,” he said. 

 “India’s first train ran between Mumbai and Thane and it expanded throughout the 
country gradually. What happens in Mumbai spreads across the country,” said Mr. 
Thackeray. 

 He said the ease of transport is a key factor for investors to set up businesses in 
the region. 
 

INDIA AGAIN BACKS DIPLOMACY AT UNSC  
‘SAFETY OF INDIANS IN UKRAINE A PRIORITY’ 

 At a meeting at the United Nations Security Council (UNSC) called by Russia to 
discuss the Ukraine crisis, on the seventh anniversary of the Minsk II ceasefire 
agreement, India called for a diplomatic solution to the tensions. 

 “India has been in touch with all concerned parties. It is our considered view that 
the issue can only be resolved through diplomatic dialogue,” India’s Permanent 
Representative to the United Nations, T.S. Tirumurti, told the Security Council. 

 India is trying to balance its interests, given its strong relationship with both the 
U.S. and Russia. On Thursday, U.S. President Joe Biden had said that Russia could 
invade Ukraine “within the next several days.” 

 Russia, which holds the rotating presidency of the UNSC for February, had called 
around the anniversary Minsk II agreement – signed in February 2015 with an aim 
to bring peace in the rebel-held regions of the Donbas region of Ukraine. The 
agreement was signed by Russia, Ukraine, separatist leaders and the Organisation 
for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE). Minsk II has not been fully 
implemented (its predecessor, Minsk I, broke down). 

 We urge all parties to continue to engage through all possible diplomatic channels 
and keep working towards the full implementation of the ‘Minsk Agreements’,” Mr. 
Tirumurti said. He also expressed support for the Normandy Format (Russia, 
Ukraine, Germany and France) at the Trilateral Contact Group (comprised of 
representatives of Russia, Ukraine and the OSCE). 

 “India’s interest is in finding a solution that can provide for immediate de-
escalation of tensions taking into account the legitimate security interests of all 
countries and aimed towards securing long-term peace and stability in the region 
and beyond,” Mr Tirumurti said, adding that the wellbeing of more than twenty 
thousand Indians in Ukraine (including students) was a priority. 

 
CONVICTION RATE IN HUMAN TRAFFICKING CASES 
DECLININGACTIVISTS CALL FOR ROBUST INTER-STATE INVESTIGATIONS 

 Twice every week, two women from Basanti in South 24 Parganas of West Bengal, 
visit a local non-governmental organisation at the subdivision headquarters from 
their village, seeking details of the investigation in the case relating to their rescue 
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from traffickers. These women in their twenties were rescued four to five years 
ago, but there has been no conviction of the accused. 

 The conviction rate in cases of human trafficking has been on the decline, 
government data show. Details of cases shared in Parliament earlier this month 
showed that the conviction rate has been declining over the past four years 
although the number of anti human-trafficking units (AHTU) in the country has 
increased to 696. 

 The conviction rate of cases related to human trafficking dropped from 27.8% in 
2016 to 10.6% in 2020. Between 2018 and 2019 the conviction rate in such cases 
increased from 19.4% to 22.5%. The data has been sourced from a reply by 
Minister of State for Home Affairs Ajay Kumar Mishra to a question in the Rajya 
Sabha earlier this month. 

 Tafteesh, a collective action platform, said the fall in conviction rate was due to 
“absence of a strong and robust mechanism to investigate human trafficking cases 
that often span across State borders leading to acquittal of traffickers across the 
country”. 

 Though the crime is usually an organised and an inter-State one, the investigation 
is rarely inter-State. And since this is a case of circumstantial evidence until and 
unless the chain of circumstance is shown to be completed, conviction cannot be 
based on such evidence. Therefore, the low conviction rate is due to the problem 
and fallacies in investigation,” lawyer Kaushik Gupta, a member of Tafteesh, said. 
 
COMPENSATION DELAY 

 Subhashree Raptan, an activist from Goranbose Gram Bikas Kendra, said that 
despite orders from Courts, more than a dozen of survivors have not been awarded 
compensation by the District Legal Service Authorities in South 24 Parganas alone. 

 We have to understand that after their rescue, things don’t miraculously fall in 
place for survivors. In several cases, the survivors are rescued from other States 
and inter-State investigation falls flat. It is the survivor that has to fight for justice, 
and compensation is essential for her fight,” 

 
CHINA ASKS INDIA TO ENSURE FAIR TREATMENT OF 
CHINESE FIRMS 
Chinese statement follows ban on 54 apps, searches at premises of telco Huawei 

 China’s Ministry of Commerce on Thursday asked India “to improve its business 
environment” and to ensure “non-discriminatory” treatment of its firms, in the 
wake of a new ban on Chinese apps and recent tax probes on Chinese firms. 

 India, which has already banned more than 200 Chinese apps citing security 
concerns, this week banned a further 54 apps. The past week also saw searches at 
offices of Chinese telecom firm Huawei, which followed similar tax investigations 
into mobile maker Xiaomi. 

 Chinese Commerce Ministry spokesman Gao Feng on Thursday said: “Indian 
authorities have taken... measures to suppress Chinese companies and their 
products in India, which have seriously damaged [their] legitimate rights and 
interests”. “China expressed serious concern about this,” he was quoted as saying 
at a press conference in Beijing by the official China News Service. “The Ministry 
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has noticed that foreign investors, including Chinese companies, are also 
increasingly concerned about the investment environment in India,” noting that 
“China and India are inseparable neighbours and important... trade partners for 
each other”. 

 The economic and trade cooperation between the two countries has strong 
resilience and great potential,” he added. 

 Noting that bilateral trade reached a record $125.7 billion in 2021, he said: “It is 
hoped [India] can take... measures to maintain the sound development momentum 
of bilateral economic and trade cooperation 

 
FRANCE TO WITHDRAW TROOPS FROM MALI 
AFTER 10 YEARS  
THIS COMES AFTER BREAKDOWN IN RELATIONS WITH RULING JUNTA 

 France announced on Thursday that it would withdraw its troops from Mali over 
a breakdown in relations with the country’s ruling junta, after nearly 10 years of 
fighting a jihadist insurgency that still poses a major threat to the West African 
nation and beyond. 

 The deployment has been fraught with problems for France — of the 53 French 
soldiers killed serving in West Africa’s Sahel region, 48 died in Mali. 

 Multiple obstructions” by the military junta that took power in August 2020 meant 
the conditions were no longer in place to operate in Mali, said a statement signed 
by France and its African and European allies. 

 The decision applies to both the 2,400 French troops in Mali, where France first 
deployed in 2013, and a smaller European force of several hundred soldiers, called 
Takuba, that was created in 2020 with the aim of taking the burden off French 
forces. 

 “We cannot remain militarily engaged alongside de facto authorities whose 
strategy and hidden aims we do not share,” President Emmanuel Macron said. 

 While announcing the decision, Mr. Macron made his strongest condemnation yet 
of the shadowy Russian mercenary group Wagner whose alleged arrival in West 
Africa has infuriated Paris. 

 In Mali, they were “essentially there to secure their own business interests and 
protect the junta itself,” Mr. Macron added. 

 The announcement comes at a critical time for Mr. Macron, just days before he is 
expected to make a long-awaited declaration that he will stand for a second term 
at elections in April. 

 
A “FREEDOM CONVOY” THAT IS TURNING INTO A 
ROADBLOCK TO PUBLIC SAFETY 

What are the demands of Canada’s protesting truckers? Why has Prime Minister 
Trudeau invoked the Emergencies Act? 

 The story so far: Since January 28, truckers calling themselves the “Freedom 
Convoy” have been staging demonstrations in the Canadian capital of Ottawa and 
beyond, demanding an end to a vaccine mandate imposed by Canada’s federal 
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government that requires them to be fully vaccinated when they return from the 
U.S..  

 The trucking industry, on which a major portion of the country’s supply chain 
depends, had been spared the mandate till mid-January. What began as a cross-
country, anti-mandate protest trip from the western Provinces to the capital has 
since attracted some support in multiple cities like Toronto, Quebec City and 
Winnipeg. The ambit of the convoy’s demands has widened to include a call to end 
pandemic restrictions, to even seeking Prime Minister Justin Trudeau’s 
resignation.  

 The protesters have deployed multiple tools, such as blasting truck horns for upto 
16 hours a day during the first 11 days; to harassing the public for disagreeing with 
their cause; to even brandishing racist imagery. Some Ottawa residents have 
reported seeing confederate flags, while there has also been a video post by a 
supporter hoping that this becomes “Canada’s Jan. 6,” in a throwback to the 
infamous Capitol Hill demonstrations by Trump supporters last year. For many 
days, a section of the protesters were also successful in disrupting access to the 
Ambassador Bridge connecting Detroit, Michigan, U.S. and Winsor, Ontario — 
which is considered the busiest international crossing in North America. 

 On Monday, the Prime Minister invoked the Emergencies Act, a piece of legislation 
never used before, that allows the federal Government to take some sweeping 
measures, including those imposing prohibitions on protests; allowing law 
enforcement authorities to remove the trucks using force; and authorising 
financial institutions to freeze the accounts used to fund the protests, including the 
truckers’ personal accounts. The Act, which will be initially in force for 30 days and 
needs to be approved by Parliament, covers the entire country, but the Prime 
Minister assured that these measures will be applied to only those cities where 
public order needs to be restored. 
 
DO THE PROTESTERS HAVE NATIONWIDE SUPPORT? 

 The demonstrations have reportedly attracted thousands of supporters and the 
exact number of protesters is unknown. However, what is certainly known is that 
the protests represent the views of a small section of the Canadian trucker 
community, which reportedly employs more than 3,00,000 people. 

 A survey in January by COVID-19 Monitor, which has regularly surveyed Canadian 
attitudes about the pandemic, found that more than 70% of the respondents 
supported a vaccine mandate for all adults. Another polling organisation, 
Innovative Research Group, suggested earlier in February that more than half the 
respondents disapproved of the demonstrations. A survey done by another firm 
Leger, whose findings were made public on February 8, reported that 62% of 
Canadians disagreed with the message conveyed by the trucker convoy. 

 Around 90% of the total trucker population is vaccinated, and does not back the 
protests. However, the small community of protesters has attracted significant 
financial backing, a lot of it from the U.S., and their actions are having an outsized 
impact on the economy. A fundraising campaign in January by the protest 
organisers on GoFundMe raised about 10 million Canadian dollars, though police 
action resulted in only a small portion of it actually being disbursed. The protests 
have also led to similar demonstrations in the U.S. and France. In total, by some 
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estimates, the protests are costing the economy up to 300 million Canadian dollars 
a day. 
 
WHERE DO THE PROTESTS STAND NOW? 

 In some parts of the country, strict police action has resulted in some protesters 
ending their demonstrations. The Ambassador Bridge was cleared over the 
weekend, with 46 people arrested and 37 vehicles seized. In the western Province 
of Alberta, where police arrested about a dozen protesters with rifles, handguns, 
body armour and ammunition, protesters have moved away from a border 
checkpoint, while another crossing in Manitoba was expected to reopen on 
Wednesday. 

 However, a day after the Emergencies Act was invoked, dozens of protesters in 
Ottawa stood their ground. In the coming days, police hope to arrest more 
protesters and crack down on their sources of funding, including crypto-currency 
accounts. 
 
WHERE DO SOUTH ASIAN TRUCKERS STAND ON THE PROTESTS? 

 South Asians, including Indians and Indian-origin Canadians, represent around a 
fifth of the country’s trucker population, to quote Newcom Media, a B2B publisher 
that has compiled more than 25 years of Census data. More than half the trucker 
population of major Canadian cities like Vancouver (55.9%) and Toronto (53.9%) 
consists of South Asian immigrants. Many of them come from India as 
international students and take up trucking as an occupation. Yet, not only is the 
“Freedom Convoy” unrepresentative of their views — with over 80% of the South 
Asian truckers being fully vaccinated— this section of the trucker population also 
feels that the Ottawa protesters are distracting Government attention away from 
their real issues, like manpower shortage and low wages. 

 Manan Gupta, the publisher of Road Today magazine, which focuses on the South 
Asian trucking community in the country, tells in an interview to online 
publication TVO that major issues for members of the community includes wage 
theft; abuse of new drivers; unsafe conditions; poorly maintained trucks; lack of 
access to better parking spots; and lack of washrooms in pickup and delivery spots. 

 He adds that the convoy is not helping their cause. “If these headlines could be 
secured for all those other issues, I think the industry would be a better place to 
live and grow, and we could remove the supply-chain issues. 

 
INDIA HAS STILL TO GET A GOOD GRIP ON ROAD 
SAFETY 

 The Centre and States need to be on the same page in improving and strengthening 
safety plans and infrastructure 

 Last year, while inaugurating a webinar on ‘Vehicle Crashes and Road Safety’, 
organised by the MIT Art Design and Technology (ADT) University, Pune, Union 
Minister for Road Transport and Highways Nitin Gadkari remarked that “the target 
is to reduce 50% of road accidents by 2025”, adding that “we can achieve zero 
deaths due to road accidents by 2030”. He said that the Ministry of Road Transport 
and Highways had participated in a conference in Sweden in 2020 — the Third 
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High Level Global Conference on Road Safety for Achieving Global Goals 2030’ — 
where it was conceptualised to have zero road fatalities in India by 2030. 
Therefore, there was a need to expedite the task of saving lives in accidents. 

 Though it is essential to remain focused in this approach and be optimistic while 
fixing targets, the past record of road accidents and available infrastructure to deal 
with road safety measures in India should not be lost sight of, particularly when 
the enforcement of motor vehicle-related laws is primarily the responsibility of 
the States. 
 
IN NUMBERS 

 Where do we stand vis-à-vis last decade’s target? In 2010, the United Nations 
General Assembly, after considering the alarming situation of road accidents 
fatalities, adopted the Global Plan for the Decade of Action for Road Safety 2011-
2020 aimed at reducing fatalities in road accidents by 50% by the year 2020, and 
was accepted by much of the world including India. Though a number of steps have 
been taken in the last decade to check road accidents, statistics published by the 
Ministry of Road Transport and Highways show that the number of deaths in road 
accidents increased from 1,42,485 in 2011 to 1,51,113 in 2019. The Ministry is yet 
to publish its data for the year 2020, but the annual publication of the National 
Crime Records Bureau, titled Accidental Deaths & Suicides in India (2020) shows 
that 1,33,201 deaths were recorded in 2020. This reduction of accidents in 2020 
was primarily due to the various lockdowns which were in force during the first 
wave of COVID-19, when only a limited number of motor vehicles were on the 
roads. However, the fatality (that is a number of deaths per 100 accidents) which 
was 26.9 in 2001, continued to rise from 28.63 in 2011 to 37.54 in 2020. Thus, it 
is evident that despite setting a target of a 50% reduction in accidental deaths, the 
fatalities from road accidents actually increased in the last decade. 
 
COURT INTERVENTIONS 

 The Supreme Court of India while hearing a petition filed by Dr. S. Rajaseekaran, 
an orthopaedic surgeon and then President of the Indian Orthopaedic Association 
(WP (Civil) No. 295 of 2012), on road safety, passed an order to constitute a 
‘Committee on Road Safety’ under the chairmanship of Justice K.S. Radhakrishnan, 
which was notified by the Ministry of Road Transport and Highways on May 30, 
2014. 

 The Court on November 30, 2017, issued a number of directives with regard to 
road safety that, inter alia, included the constitution of a State Road Safety Council, 
establishment of lead agency, the setting up of road safety fund, notification of a 
road safety action plan, the constitution of a district road safety committee, 
engineering improvements, the identification and rectification of black spots, the 
adoption of traffic calming measures, conducting road safety audits, the 
acquisition of road safety equipment, the establishment of trauma care centres and 
the inclusion of road safety education in the academic curriculum of schools. 
Though the Committee on Road Safety followed up every directive of the Court 
with States and helped in improving the overall road safety scenario, there is many 
a slip between the cup and the lip. 
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THE GROUND REALITY 
 The Motor Vehicles (MV) Act of 1988 was partially amended in August 2019, and 

some of the amended and new sections which made traffic violations more 
stringent, came into effect from September 1, 2019. However, most States did not 
increase the corresponding compounding traffic violations fee. This increase was 
criticised and people protested on the pretext that the (fine) paying capacity of the 
average Indian was still limited. Also, only a few cases of traffic violations are 
contested by the accused in a court of law. Therefore, the expected impact of the 
deterrent provisions of the amended law could not be realised on ground. 

 Second, the enforcement manpower that is available is insufficient to deal with the 
steadily increasing volume of traffic. The automation of processes is still in its 
infancy and limited to large cities. The number of ‘hit and run’ cases may decrease 
if the ‘Intelligent Traffic Management System’ is implemented on highways and 
other major roads. The Bureau of Police Research and Development has suggested 
a formula to calculate the number of traffic policemen required in any district. It is 
largely based on the number of registered motor vehicles in any district. Similar 
ideas were suggested for traffic equipment requirements also. However, the actual 
enforcement staff and equipment (due to a limited road safety fund or other funds 
at the disposal of the police) are insufficient to effectively check traffic violations. 

 Third, there are inadequate funds for the rectification of black spots and the 
undertaking of traffic calming measures. Though more than 60% road accidents 
reportedly take place because of over-speeding, ‘speed limit’ sign boards are rarely 
seen or found even on State highways and major roads. 

 Fourth, most drivers, conductors, and other staff in transport companies (except 
for government corporations) do not get benefits of the organised sector. They 
draw a meagre salary, usually do not have a weekly off and are most often forced 
to work overtime. Therefore, unless their service conditions are improved, their 
attitude towards road safety cannot be expected to be above board. 
 
UNSAFE ROADS 

 Fifth — and perhaps the most challenging task — is to improve the driving skills 
of drivers and change the casual attitude of other road users towards road safety. 
Even today, getting a driving licence is not a difficult task. There is no standard 
written and rigorous practical test. Many States do not have test driving tracks. 
There are no institutes for refresher training if a driving licence of a person is 
suspended. Though the amended Motor Vehicles Act has certain provisions in this 
regard, they have yet to come into force. 

 It has been observed that about two-thirds of victims of road fatalities are two-
wheeler drivers and pillion riders, but there is not enough emphasis being given 
to them. Though the wearing of safety headgear is mandatory, it is not enforced 
strictly in all States due to a lack of strong will. Even an amended provision that 
relates to ‘Offences by Juveniles’ is not enforced strictly. The Emergency Response 
Support System (ERSS), with its pan-India emergency response number, 112, has 
proved very useful in saving the lives of accident victims in the golden hour, but 
this scheme has not been implemented evenly across States. 
 
BETTER DATA COLLECTION 
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 The accident data collection format of the Ministry of Road Transport and 
Highways, and now a part of the Crime and Criminal Tracking Network & Systems 
(CCTNS) of the police, is quite cumbersome (it requires about 60 fields to be filled 
up). This process of data collection is quite time consuming but it is essential to 
identify the true cause of an accident and take remedial measures. Similarly, the 
main objective of the recent iRAD (Integrated Road Accident Database) Project, an 
initiative of the Ministry of Road Transport and Highways, funded by the World 
Bank, and under implementation, is to enrich the accident database and improve 
road safety in the country by collecting data from different stakeholders using the 
iRAD mobile and web application. Hopefully, the integration of these projects will 
bring some synergy and make the data collection procedure more user-friendly. 

 A number of steps have been taken by the Ministry of Road Transport and 
Highways and States to improve the road safety scenario in the country. Lives 
cannot be lost at the cost of poor enforcement of traffic laws. However, unless the 
States and the Centre are on the same page in improving and strengthening the 
infrastructure of States by enabling more funds, merely and only fixing targets will 
not be a pragmatic approach to reduce road accident fatalities. 

 
1.Which statement is correct about india uae relations  
1. India and the United Arab Emirates (UAE) are set to firm up a 

Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA) 
2. India and UAE have together created 150 million USD fund to 

support the startups. 
3. The UAE is currently India’s third-largest trading partner with 

bilateral trade in FY20 valued at $59 billion.  
A. Only -1  B. Only -2   C. 1,2&3   D. 1&3 

Ans-c  
 
2.Which statement is correct about india uae relations 

1. The UAE is India’s second-largest export destination after the US, 
with exports valued at approximately $29 billion in FY20.  

2. India was the UAE’s second-largest trading partner in 2019, with 
bilateral non-oil trade valued at $41 billion.  

3. The UAE is the eighth-largest investor in India, having invested 
$11 billion between April 2000 and March 2021, while 
investment by Indian companies in the UAE is estimated to be 
over $85 billion. 
A. Only 1   B. Only 2   C. 1, 2 & 3   D. 1 & 3 

Ans-c 
 
3.Which of the following are the founding members of ASEAN? 
1. Philippines  2. Singapore 3. India  
4. Thailand  5. Malaysia 
Select the correct answer 
A. 1, 2 and 3    B. 1, 4 and 5 
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C. 1, 2, 4 and 5    D. 1, 3, 4 and 5 
Ans. C 
Explanation: On 8 August, 1967, the five leaders of the Foreign 
Ministers of Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore, and 
Thailand sat down together in the main hall of the Department of 
Foreign Affairs building in Bangkok, Thailand, and signed a document. 
The Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) was born by virtue 
of that document. The five Foreign Ministers who signed it were Adam 
Malik of Indonesia, Narciso R. Ramos of the Philippines, Tun Abdul 
Razak of Malaysia, S. Rajaratnam of Singapore, and Thanat Khoman of 
Thailand. 
 
4.. The US interest in Asia (also known as the ‘Pivot to Asia’) is reflective 
of the 
a. Assumption that counties such as Indonesia and Vietnam will 

become major military powers in the region 
b. Belief that many states in Asia (especially China and India) have 

become a major economic, political and military focal point in the 
21st Century 

c. Realisation that in the face of increasingly hostile Asian states, the 
US feels compelled to protect its traditional allies in the region 
including Australia and New Zealand 

d. None of the above. 
Answer:b. Belief that many states in Asia (especially China and India) 
have become a major economic, political and military focal point in the 
21st Century 
 
5.which state ment is correct about mali  
1. Its capital and largest city is Bamako. 
2. Its currecy is franc 
3. Mali is the third  largest country in Africa, bordering with Algeria , 

Niger, Burkina Faso .Cote d'Ivoire, Guinea, , Senegal and Mauritania. 
A. Only -1  B. Only -2   C. 1,2&3   D. 1&2 

Ans -d  
Mali is the seventh largest country in Africa, 
bordering Algeria on the north, Niger on the 
east, Burkina Faso and the Cote d'Ivoire on the 
south, Guinea on the south-west, and Senegal 
and Mauritania on the west.  
 
6.Arrange thease island biggest to smallest  
1. New Guinea 2. Borneo 3. Madagascar 

4. Baffin  5. Sumatra & Java 
A. 12345  B. 12354  C. 24125  D. 31524 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Capital_city
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bamako
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Ans -a  
 

 


	1. New Guinea 2. Borneo 3. Madagascar
	4. Baffin  5. Sumatra & Java

