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TABLEAUX REJECTED AFTER DUE PROCESS’ 
T.N., West Bengal, Kerala kick up political storm over rejection of their proposals for R-
Day parade 
Political flashpoint: Kerala’s tableau during the Republic Day parade in New Delhi on 
January 26, 2021. 

 After three States kicked up a political storm over the rejection of their 
proposed tableaux for this year’s Republic Day parade, government sources on 
Monday said they were rejected by the Subject Expert Committee after “due 
process and due deliberations”. 

 Tamil Nadu, West Bengal and Kerala have said their tableaux have been rejected 
by the Union government. The Ministry of Defence (MoD) is yet to release the 
list of tableaux selected for the parade. 

 In a letter to Prime Minister Narendra Modi dated January 16, West Bengal Chief 
Minister Mamata Banerjee wrote that people of Bengal were “deeply pained” by 
the government’s decision. This is a wrong precedent adopted by the CMs to 
portray an outcome of an objective process as flashpoint between the Centre 
and the States, a source said. “This goes a long way in harming the federal 
structure.” 

 Stating the rejection is unmistakably linked to regional pride and projected as 
an insult to the people of the States by the Central government and this script 
also plays out almost every year, the source said, “Perhaps the CMs have no 
positive agenda of their own that they have to resort to the same old trick using 
misinformation year after year.” 

 Stating that due to time constraints, only some of the proposals can be accepted, 
the source said 56 proposals were received for the Republic Day parade 2022 
from the States and Union Ministries of which 21 have been shortlisted. It is 
natural for more proposals to be rejected than those accepted given the paucity 
of time, the source said. 

 The proposals are evaluated in a series of meetings of the committee comprising 
eminent people in art, culture, sculpture, music, architecture, choreography 
among others, government sources said. 

 The source said the proposals of Kerala were accepted through the same 
process and system under the same government in 2018 and 2021, of Tamil 
Nadu in 2016, 2017, 2019, 2020 and 2021 and of West Bengal in 2016, 2017, 
2019 and 2021. 

 “The proposed tableau was commemorating the contributions of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose and his INA [Indian National Army] on his 125th birth 
anniversary and was carrying portraits of some of the most illustrious sons and 
daughters of this country…, Ms. Banerjee said in the letter. “It is even more 
baffling for us that the tableau was rejected without assigning any reasons or 
justifications,” Ms. Banerjee said. 

 A few days ago, the government had announced that the Republic Day 
celebrations will now begin from January 23 every year instead of January 24 to 
commemorate Netaji’s birth anniversary. 

 This year’s tableau of the CPWD includes Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose and so the 
question of his insult does not even arise, the government source said. 
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‘DEEPLY DISAPPOINTING’ 
 Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M.K. Stalin, who has also written to Mr. Modi in 

protest, said in a tweet, “It is deeply disappointing to note that the tableau 
depicting VO Chidambaranar, MahakaviBharathiyar, Rani VeluNachiyar and 
Maruthu Brothers — renowned freedom fighters from Tamil Nadu — is 
excluded from Republic Day parade, 2022.” 

 According to the State government, Kerala’s tableau design was rejected as it 
featured a statue of Sree Narayana Guru as against the selection jury’s 
suggestion of Adi Sankaracharya. Communist Party of India general secretary D. 
Raja called the decision to reject the three tableaux as “discriminatory” and an 
attack on federalism. 

 
 

KATHAK LEGEND PAINTED A DIVINE ROMANCE ON STAGE 
Maestro has given a rich legacy to world of dance 
 

ABOUT KATHAK  
 

 Kathak, one of the most elegant dance 
forms of India, revolves around the 
concept of storytelling. An art form with 
inexplicable charm, mesmerising 
footwork, and graceful movements, 
Kathak figures among the eight Indian 
classical dance forms and is the only 
dance form from northern India. 

 Kathak has over time evolved into three 
styles namely Classical, Contemporaryand Sufi. It charms and captivates people 
with its swift pirouettes, unique rhythmic virtuosity and lyrical exploration of 
romantic as well as devotional poetry. The sharp yet fluid movements 
synchronised with deft and brisk spins, unleashes a visual splendour onstage 
taking audiences on a spiritual journey. 

 One can witness similarities with other dance forms that have its roots in other 
countries. For instance, the RaqsSharqi (Egypt), Belly dancing (Middle East), 
Flamenco (Spain), Tap dance (Ireland) and also Ballet (Russia, France & Italy), 
shows close relationship with Kathak particularly in the stylised movements, 
intelligent and rhythmic covering of space and the spins. 

HISTORY OF KATHAK 

 Kathak is one among the eight Indian classical dance forms. The word 'Kathak' 
has its origins from the Sanskrit word Katha which means story. Kathak is an 
amalgamation of three arts- music, dance and drama. Both Hindu and Muslim 
rulers patronised this dance form giving it the status of a court entertainment. 
As such, this classical art carries with it the quaint charm of folk arts and is a 
blend of Hindu and Muslim traditions. Kathak originated in the villages of 
Northern India, when the natives shared their life experiences with each other. 
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These people or Kathakkars (storytellers) travelled from village to village and 
kingdom to kingdom spreading their art. These Kathakkars would occasionally 
stop at the temples in these regions to take rest and here they began to enact 
stories from the great Indian epics and also started to stylise the art by giving it 
a classical touch. 

 The Pandits in the temples encouraged these Kathakkars to narrate the stories 
from the great epics like Mahabharata, Ramayana, Puranas and the Vedas. The 
Pandits thus set the foundation for Kathak's transformation into a temple dance 
where it focused on mythology, gods and goddesses. 

 With the entry of Mughals, who looted the assets from the temples, these 
Kathakkars also found themselves being absorbed into the Mughal courts. The 
focus of worship also changed and primary importance was given to the 
appeasement of the Emperor. The changes that came with the establishment of 
the Mughal Empire were also mirrored in Kathak. Manuscripts, music, jewellery, 
costumes and techniques of the dance also evolved and underwent rapid 
changes. Urdu language was introduced into the art form. 

 However, the ingress of the British into the scenario forced the renowned 
dancers of the Mughal Era to abandon their profession as dance as an art form 
was forbidden by the rulers. As there was no other way to preserve this 
unwritten and unrecorded art form, these artists initiated home tutoring by 
teaching their own family members in an attempt to preserve the heritage of 
this historic art form. Thus emerged the concept of 'Gharanas'. The word 
'Gharanas' is derived from the word 'ghar' meaning home. 

THREE GHARANAS 

 Kathak survived and developed over the years as an oral tradition and was 
passed on from generation to generation or guru to shishya through 
performances. This traditional way of imbibing knowledge through the guru 
shishya parampara enabled the preserving of this art form. 

 Kathak evolved into three main schools of thought- Lucknow, Jaipur and 
Benares forms.Held within a well defined system of artistic values, these 
gharanas exhibited prominent features that made them unique. Jaipur focused 
more on warrior like movements introducing Parans and Kaviths. Aggressive 
movements, sharp foot work and spins are some of the specialties of the Jaipur 
gharana. 

 Lucknow gharana dealt with delicate movements, culture, romance, ethos and 
sringar. Gazals, amass, gabs are a few picluriarites of this gharana. The Banaras 
gharana which emerged from the banks of the River Ganga focused more on the 
spiritual aspects. Tumris based on 'bol banana' was the specialty of the Banaras 
gharana. Bhajans too. 

 The three gharanas had their own unique style and built their own repertoire 
which is now being passed on through the guru shishya parampara 

POST INDEPENDENCE 

 Post independence, our leaders realised that the legacy that was passed on over 
generations needed to be nurtured. The gurus were exhorted to pass the 
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knowledge on to the younger generation and thus this acceptance injected a 
new vigour into this remarkable art form and Kathak regained its glory. 

 
 

XI JINPING REJECTS ‘COLD WAR MENTALITY 
Chinese President pledges to send an additional 1 billion doses of COVID vaccine to 
other countries 

 Chinese President Xi Jinping called on Monday for greater world cooperation 
against COVID-19 and pledged to send an additional 1 billion doses of vaccine to 
other countries, while urging other powers to discard a “Cold-War mentality” at 
a time of rising geopolitical tensions — a veiled swipe at the U.S. 

 The Chinese leader touted his country’s efforts to share vaccines, fight climate 
change and promote development at home and abroad as he delivered the 
opening speech of a virtual gathering hosted by the World Economic Forum. The 
online event is being held in place of its annual January meeting in Davos, 
Switzerland, because of health concerns linked to the coronavirus pandemic. 

 He touched on standard themes from his previous talks to international 
audiences, including responding to complaints by China’s trading partners by 
promising to open its state-dominated economy wider to private and foreign 
competition. 

 His comments come as tensions between the U.S. and China have simmered on 
dossiers as diverse as Taiwan, intellectual property, trade, human rights and the 
South China Sea. 

PEACEFUL COEXISTENCE’ 
 We need to discard Cold War mentality and seek peaceful coexistence and win-

win outcomes. Our world today is far from being tranquil,” said Mr. Xi, through a 
translator. “Protectionism and unilateralism can protect no one. They ultimately 
hurt the interests of others as well as one’s own. Even worse are the practices of 
hegemony and bullying, which run counter to the tide of history. 

 “A zero-sum approach that enlarges one’s own gain at the expense of others will 
not help,” he added. “The right way forward for humanity is peaceful 
development and win-win cooperation.” Mr. Xi, who hasn’t left China since the 
coronavirus emerged in early 2020, said China had already sent abroad more 
than 2 billion doses of its COVID-19 vaccines and plans to provide an additional 
1 billion, including a donation of 600 million doses to Africa and an extra 150 
million to Southeast Asia. 

 By comparison, managers of the UN-backed COVAX programme to ship vaccines 
to developing countries announced over the weekend that it has now delivered 
1 billion vaccine doses. 

‘STANDS READY’ 
 Mr. Xi said China “stands ready to work with” other governments on climate but 

announced no new initiatives and offered no resources. He said it was up to 
developed countries to provide money and technology. 

 The Chinese leader repeated official promises that the Communist Party will 
open the state-dominated Chinese economy wider. The ruling party has taken 
steps over the past five years, including ending ownership restrictions in its 
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auto industry, but business groups say foreign banks, technology and other 
companies still face restrictions that limit access to the most promising 
industries. 

CHINA’S ECONOMY GROWS 8.1% TO $18 TN 
Fastest expansion since 2011 was driven by exports, consumption; slump in birth rate 
clouds outlook 
Omicron overhang: Fresh lockdowns in several cities and the slowdown in the fourth 
quarter have also cast a shadow.  

 China’s economy grew 8.1% in 2021 and reached the $18 trillion mark, although 
slowing growth in the last quarter and the lowest birth rate since 1949 emerged 
as concerns for policymakers. 

 Last year’s expansion was the fastest since 2011 and marked a strong recovery 
after growth plummeted to a 44-year-low of 2.2% in 2020 as the country dealt 
with the COVID-19 outbreak in Wuhan and months of lockdowns. 

 The rebound was driven by a strong trade performance with 30% growth in 
imports and exports as well as recovery in domestic retail sales. Exports 
contributed to 20.9% of growth while consumption accounted for 65.4%, data 
released by the National Bureau of Statistics (NBS) on Monday show. 

 Retail sales climbed 12.5% while fixed asset assessment rose 4.9%. However, 
overall growth slowed in the last quarter to 4%, from 4.9% in the third quarter. 

 A key reason for the slowdown was a sharp decline in real estate investment, 
which slid by close to 14% in December from the previous year, coinciding with 
curbs on the property market and debt troubles at several major real estate 
firms in the wake of government moves to put a stop to debt-fuelled expansion 
of the sector. 

 Heading into the country’s new year, China, which avoided a major second wave 
with its strict ‘zero-COVID’ approach that enabled a domestic recovery but came 
at the cost of continued international isolation, is dealing with the spread of new 
clusters and the more transmissible Omicron variant. This has led to fresh 
lockdowns in several cities and could be a major concern for growth in 2022. 

ALARMING DROP 
 Another significant — and longer-term — concern from Monday’s data was an 

alarming drop in China’s birth rate with the national growth rate at 0.34 per 
thousand, meaning the birth rate was only slightly higher than the national 
death rate, despite moves to relax family planning restrictions by allowing a 
‘three child policy’. 

 The NBS said 10.6 million babies were born last year, down from 12 million in 
2020 and the lowest number since the founding of the People’s Republic of 
China in 1949 — lower even that the worst years of the famine of the early 
1960s during Mao’s‘Great Leap Forward’. 

 “The most shocking part of the data released today is that the natural growth of 
the population has dropped…[for] the first time below 1.0 since data become 
available,” the South China Morning Post quoted economist Zhang Zhiwei as 
saying. “The demographic challenge is well known, but the speed of population 
ageing is clearly faster than expected.” 
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INEQUALITY KILLS: A STUDY OF THE NEW OXFAM 
REPORT 
How has the pandemic aggravated global inequality? What measures does the study 
propose to tackle this? 

 The story so far: The COVID-19 pandemic has heightened economic inequalities 
across the world. Not only has the pandemic led to the deaths of millions of 
people globally, but it has also exposed the weakness of public health systems 
and social and income protections for people worldwide. In short, the 
coronavirus pandemic has brought into relief that peoples’ life chances are 
directly linked to their access to wealth and healthcare, their positions of power 
in society, their racial and caste identities, and their geographic locations. 

WHAT IS THE “INEQUALITY KILLS” REPORT? 
 “Inequality Kills: The unparalleled action needed to combat unprecedented 

inequality in the wake of COVID-19” is a report released in January 2022 by 
Oxfam, a U.K.-based consortium of 21 charitable organisations that have a global 
presence. It is authored by Nabil Ahmad, NafkoteDabi, Max Lawson, Megan 
Lowthers, Anna Marriott and Leah Mugehera. The report argues for sustained 
and immediate action to end the pandemic, address global inequality and 
initiate concerted measures to tackle the climate emergency. The central 
argument of the report is that inequality is a death sentence for people that are 
marginalised by social and economic structures and removed from political 
decision making. The report points out a startling statistic: 160 million people 
were rendered poor during the pandemic, while the ten richest people doubled 
their fortunes since the start of the pandemic. 

 Holding governments to account the report identifies “vaccine apartheid” 
(unequal access to vaccines between countries) and the lack of universal 
vaccination programs in many countries as a cause of the emergence of multiple 
new strains of the coronavirus that has led to the continuation of the pandemic. 
It also demonstrates how emergency government expenditure (estimated at 
$16 trillion) that was meant to keep economies afloat during this crisis, inflated 
stock prices. This resulted in billionaires’ collective wealth increasing by $5 
trillion during the pandemic. Identifying this process as “the billionaire variant”, 
the report says that this vertical aggregation of global wealth into the hands of a 
few is “profoundly dangerous for our world”. 

WHY DOES THE REPORT SAY THAT INEQUALITY KILLS? 
 For the writers of the report inequality is not an abstract theory. Instead, they 

see it as institutionalised violence against poorer people. The report 
categorically states, “Extreme inequality is a form of ‘economic violence’—
where structural and systemic policy and political choices that are skewed in 
favor of the richest and most powerful people result in direct harm to the vast 
majority of ordinary people worldwide.” The report identifies higher inequality 
with more crime and violence and less social trust. The brunt of inequality and 
the violence it begets is borne, for instance, by women across the world, Dalits 
in India, Black, Native American and Latinx persons in the United States and 
indigenous groups in many countries. Pointing to the example of women, the 
report demonstrates how lockdowns led to an increase in violence against 
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women worldwide. However, the report says that the problem runs a lot deeper 
as 13 million women have not returned to the workforce and 20 million girls are 
at risk of losing access to education. This means that the goal of gender equality 
has suffered a huge set back which will take at least 135 years to correct. To 
summarise, women who were already unequal before the pandemic are now 
more unequal because of increased economic inequality. 

 The report also argues that the climate crisis is undergirded by inequality 
between countries. Extreme neoliberal models of economic growth have led to a 
skewed system of carbon-intensive production, that favours richer countries 
while shifting the risk onto poorer countries. The report points out that the 
“wealthiest 1% of humanity are responsible for twice as many emissions as the 
poorest 50%”. Finally, the report shows how poverty, caused by rising 
inequality, also leads to hunger and deaths due to hunger. For instance, 369 
million children have reportedly lost access to school meals during the 
pandemic. For millions of these children this was their most nutritious meal of 
the day. 

HOW DOES THE REPORT PROPOSE TO RECTIFY GLOBAL INEQUALITY? 
 The “Inequality Kills” report proposes far-reaching changes to structures of 

government, economy and policy-making to fight inequality. It urgently asks for 
“vaccine recipes” to be made open-source so that every qualified vaccine 
manufacturer can manufacture them. In doing so the report asks for monopolies 
over vaccines held by pharmaceutical giants and anchored in place through the 
World Trade Organisation, to end. The report then asks for governments to 
“claw” back the wealth from billionaires by administering solidarity taxes higher 
than 90% especially on the billionaires that have profited during and because of 
the pandemic. In addition to this, the report asks for permanent cancellation of 
tax havens, progressive taxation on corporations and an end to tax dodging by 
corporations. The report then suggests that all of this regained wealth be 
redirected towards building income safety nets, universalising healthcare for 
everyone, investing in green technologies and democratising them, and, 
investing in protecting women from violence. Finally, the report advocates for 
redistributing power along with wealth by strengthening workers’ unions, 
boosting political representation of marginalised groups, and asserting human 
rights. 

 Vasundhara Sirnate Drennan is a political scientist and journalist. She is also the 
creator of the India Violence Archive, a citizen’s data initiative aimed at 
recording collective public violence in India. 

 
 
FOR A RESET IN INDIA-NEPAL RELATIONS 
The urgent need today is to pause the rhetoric on territorial nationalism and lay the 
groundwork for a quiet dialogue 

 Following Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s speech at Haldwani where he stated 
that road construction was ongoing at Lipulekh and even further, top 
authorities at Nepal have asked their Prime Minister to note Mr. Modi’s 
comments and demand a response. The Indian embassy in Kathmandu has 
conveyed that India’s position on the India- Nepal border remains consistent 

VEDANGA



 

9 | P a g e  

and unambiguous. In this article dated May 30, 2020, Rakesh Sood sheds light 
on the Kalapani issue that has gripped India and Nepal and suggests a 
realignment of ties. Edited excerpts: 

 Once again, relations between India and Nepal have taken a turn for the worse. 
The immediate provocation is the long-standing territorial issue surrounding 
Kalapani, a patch of land near the India-Nepal border, close to the Lipulekh Pass 
on the India-China border, which is one of the approved points for border trade 
and the route for the Kailash-Mansarovar yatra in Tibet. However, the 
underlying reasons are far more complex. Yet, Nepali Prime Minister K.P. 
Sharma Oli’s exploitation of the matter, by raising the banner of Nepali 
nationalism and painting India as a 
hegemon, is part of a frequent pattern 
that indicates that relations between 
the two countries need a fundamental 
reset. 

KALAPANI AND THE MAPS 
 India inherited the boundary with 

Nepal, established between Nepal and 
the East India Company in the Treaty of 
Sugauli in 1816. Kali river constituted 
the boundary, and the territory to its 
east was Nepal. The dispute relates to 
the origin of Kali. Near Garbyang village in Dharchula Tehsil of the Pithoragarh 
district of Uttarakhand, there is a confluence of different streams coming from 
north-east from Kalapani and north-west from Limpiyadhura. The early British 
survey maps identified the north-west stream, KutiYangti, from Limpiyadhura 
as the origin, but after 1857 changed the alignment to Lipu Gad, and in 1879 to 
Pankha Gad, the north-east streams, thus defining the origin as just below 
Kalapani. Nepal accepted the change and India inherited this boundary in 1947. 

 The Maoist revolution in China in 1949, followed by the takeover of Tibet, 
created deep misgivings in Nepal, and India was ‘invited’ to set up 18 border 
posts along the Nepal-Tibet border. The westernmost post was at Tinkar Pass, 
about 6 km further east of Lipulekh. In 1953, India and China identified Lipulekh 
Pass for both pilgrims and border trade. After the 1962 war, pilgrimage through 
Lipulekh resumed in 1981, and border trade, in 1991. In 1961, King Mahendra 
visited Beijing to sign the China-Nepal Boundary Treaty that defines the zero 
point in the west, just north of Tinkar Pass. By 1969, India had withdrawn its 
border posts from Nepali territory. The base camp for Lipulekh remained at 
Kalapani, less than 10 km west of Lipulekh. In their respective maps, both 
countries showed Kalapani as the origin of Kali river and as part of their 
territory. After 1979, the Indo-Tibetan Border Police has manned the Lipulekh 
Pass. In actual practice, life for the locals (Byansis) remained unchanged given 
the open border and free movement of people and goods. 

 After the 1996 Treaty of Mahakali (Kali river is also called Mahakali/Sarada 
further downstream) that envisaged the Pancheshwar multipurpose hydel 
project, the issue of the origin of Kali river was first raised in 1997. The matter 
was referred to the Joint Technical Level Boundary Committee that had been set 
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up in 1981 to re-identify and replace the old and damaged boundary pillars 
along the India-Nepal border. The Committee clarified 98% of the boundary, 
leaving behind the unresolved issues of Kalapani and Susta (in the Terai) when 
it was dissolved in 2008. It was subsequently agreed that the matter would be 
discussed at the Foreign Secretary level. Meanwhile, the project to convert the 
80-km track from Ghatibagar to Lipulekh into a hardtop road began in 2009 
without any objections from Nepal. 

 The Survey of India issued a new political map (eighth edition) on November 2, 
2019, to reflect the change in the status of Jammu and Kashmir as two Union 
Territories. Nepal registered a protest though the map in no way had changed 
the boundary between India and Nepal. However, on November 8, the ninth 
edition was issued. The delineation remained identical but the name Kali river 
had been deleted. Predictably, this led to stronger protests, with Nepal invoking 
Foreign Secretary-level talks to resolve issues. With the Indian Ambassador 
Manjeev Puri in Kathmandu retiring in end-December and Foreign Secretary 
Vijay Gokhale retiring a month later, the matter remained pending despite 
reminders from Kathmandu. 

NEPALI NATIONALISM 
 By April 2020, Mr. Oli’s domestic political situation was weakening. Under the 

Nepali Constitution, a new Prime Minister enjoys a guaranteed two-year period 
during which a no-confidence motion is not permitted. This ended in February 
unleashing simmering resentment against Mr. Oli’s governance style and 
performance. His inept handling of the COVID-19 pandemic added to the 
growing disenchantment. 

 The re-eruption of the Kalapani controversy, when Defence Minister Rajnath 
Singh did a virtual inauguration of the 80-km road on May 8, provided Mr. Oli 
with a political lifeline. A subsequent comment by the Chief of the Army Staff 
(COAS), General Manoj Naravane, on May 15 that “Nepal may have raised the 
issue at the behest of someone else” was insensitive, given that the Indian COAS 
is also an honorary general of the Nepal Army and vice-versa, highlighting the 
traditional ties between the two armies. 

 Mr. Oli had won the election in 2017 by flaunting his Nepali nationalism card, 
the flip side of which is anti-Indianism. This is not a new phenomenon but has 
become more pronounced in recent years. Mr. Oli donned the nationalist mantle 
vowing to restore Nepali territory and marked a new low in anti-Indian rhetoric 
by talking about “the Indian virus being more lethal than the Chinese or the 
Italian virus”. A new map of Nepal based on the older British survey reflecting 
Kali river originating from Limpiyadhura in the north-west of Garbyang was 
adopted by parliament and notified on May 20. On May 22, a constitutional 
amendment proposal was tabled to include it in a relevant Schedule. The new 
alignment adds 335 sq km to Nepali territory, territory that has never been 
reflected in a Nepali map for nearly 170 years. 

 This brief account illustrates the complexity underlying India-Nepal issues that 
cannot be solved by rhetoric or unilateral map-making exercises. 

REWRITING THE FUNDAMENTALS 
 Prime Minister Narendra Modi has often spoken of the “neighbourhood first” 

policy. He started with a highly successful visit to Nepal in August 2014. But the 
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relationship took a nosedive in 2015 when India first got blamed for interfering 
in the Constitution-drafting in Nepal and then for an “unofficial blockade” that 
generated widespread resentment against the country. It reinforced the notion 
that Nepali nationalism and anti-Indianism were two sides of the same coin that 
Mr. Oli exploited successfully. In Nepali thinking, the China card has provided 
them the leverage to practise their version of non-alignment. In the past, China 
maintained a link with the Palace and its concerns were primarily related to 
keeping tabs on the Tibetan refugee community. With the abolition of the 
monarchy, China has shifted attention to the political parties as also to 
institutions like the Army and Armed Police Force. Also, today’s China is 
pursuing a more assertive foreign policy and considers Nepal an important 
element in its growing South Asian footprint. India remained content that its 
interests were safeguarded by quiet diplomacy even when Nepali leaders 
publicly adopted anti-Indian postures — an approach adopted decades earlier 
during the monarchy and then followed by the political parties as a means of 
demonstrating nationalist credentials. Long ignored by India, it has spawned 
distortions in Nepali history textbooks and led to long-term negative 
consequences. For too long India has invoked a “special relationship”, based on 
shared culture, language and religion, to anchor its ties with Nepal. Today, this 
term carries a negative connotation — that of a paternalistic India that is often 
insensitive and, worse still, a bully. It is hardly surprising that the 1950 Treaty 
of Peace and Friendship which was sought by the Nepali authorities in 1949 to 
continue the special links it had with British India and provides for an open 
border and right to work for Nepali nationals is viewed as a sign of an unequal 
relationship, and an Indian imposition. Yet, Nepali authorities have studiously 
avoided taking it up bilaterally even though Nepali leaders thunder against it in 
their domestic rhetoric. 

 The urgent need today is to pause the rhetoric on territorial nationalism and lay 
the groundwork for a quiet dialogue where both sides need to display 
sensitivity as they explore the terms of a reset of the “special relationship”. 

 

GOOD INTENTIONS, POOR OUTCOMES 
 How without proper implementation, legal bans on child labour do not work 
 The most common advice offered by many social activists to solve the problem 

of child labour is to ban the employment of children. The logic behind the advice 
is that when the law, through heavy fines and other penalties, makes it costly for 
employers to hire children for work, there would be a drop in the demand for 
child labour. India, for instance, enacted the Child Labour (Prohibition and 
Regulation) Act of 1986 banning the employment of children under the age of 
14 hoping to put an end to the use of child labour. 

 Despite strict laws against it, however, child labour continues to be widely 
prevalent in the developing world. This suggests that there may be 
countervailing factors at play that negate the effectiveness of child labour bans 
which try to increase the cost of employing children. “Perverse Consequences of 
Well-Intentioned Regulation: Evidence from India’s Child Labor Ban” by 
economists Prashant Bharadwaj, Leah K. Lakdawala, and Nicholas Li looks into 
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the multiple factors at play when it comes to laws against child labour and why 
these laws do not necessarily curb the practice. 

 The researchers first note that legal bans against child labour are not properly 
enforced in developing countries because these countries usually have weak 
institutions. So, bans may not in fact sufficiently increase the cost of hiring 
children. If so, the researchers argue, a ban on child labour can actually work 
against the interests of children by causing the wages paid to them in the 
underground market to drop. This outcome is understandable because when it 
is illegal for employers to hire child labour, they may require higher returns in 
the way of profits to compensate for the increased risk they undertake to do 
business; they may thus be a lot less willing to pay well for the labour that they 
hire. Many employers would also choose to completely abstain from hiring 
children as workers, thus lowering the competition to hire child labour to a 
significant extent. The resultant drop in wages could actually push poor families 
living at low income levels to increase the supply of child labour in order to 
compensate for the drop in wages and maintain their income levels. 

 To prove their case, the researchers looked into employment data from the 
National Sample Surveys of 1983, 1987, and 1993. They compared employment 
trends among kids below 14 years old and those above 14 years old to gauge the 
effect of the 1986 law on employment among these age groups. They found that, 
after the enactment of the 1986 law banning child labour, there was a relative 
decline in the wages of kids under 14 years old when compared to those who 
were older than 14 years. One of the reasons for the fall in wages could also be 
the increase in the likelihood of children under 14 years old entering the labour 
market as poor families responded to lower wages by sending more kids to 
work to compensate for the income loss. In fact, a kid aged between 10 and 13 
who had a sibling under 14 years old (and thus likely to be affected by lower 
wages due to the law against labour) was more likely to enter the labour market 
than one whose sibling was over 14 years old. 

 The researchers caution that legal bans can indeed be effective in curbing child 
labour if these bans are properly implemented by government authorities. But 
in developing countries in which institutions are weak, this may not always be 
possible. Even if such bans are effectively implemented, the researchers point 
out, their effect on the economic status of the children and their families may 
not be positive unless there are other forms of support offered to them. This is 
because families that send their kids to work are mostly the poorest of the poor 
and choose to send their kids to work primarily because they do not possess the 
means to support their kids. 

 

 

One liner 

 HYDERABAD BIDS TO HOST FORMULA E WORLD 
IT WILL BE ONE OF 60 CITIES ACROSS THE WORLD BIDDING TO HOST THE 
ELECTRIC CAR RACE 
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