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STATES WEIGH OPTIONS ON IAS CADRE RULE CHANGES 
 
Six of them have written to Centre opposing any such move 

 
 The Union government is planning to acquire for itself overriding powers 

to transfer IAS and IPS officers through Central deputation, doing away 
with the requirement of taking the approval of the State governments. 

 The Department of Personnel and Training (DoPT) wrote to the States on 
January 12 that the Union government proposes to amend Rule 6 
(deputation of cadre officers) of the Indian Administrative Service (Cadre) 
Rules 1954. 

 The Centre’s move is set to put it in a collision course with the States, 
particularly those ruled by the Opposition. The Hindu has learnt that at 
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least six State governments had written to the DoPT opposing the move, 
and they include the States governed by the BJP and its allies. 

 The letter comes in the wake of a shortage of All India Services (AIS) 
officers in Union Ministries. The DoPT in its communication said States 
“are not sponsoring an adequate number of officers for Central 
deputation”, and the number of officers is not sufficient to meet the 
requirement at the Centre. 

 The DoPT had earlier sent three letters on December 20 and 27 and 
January 6 seeking comments from the States but after six States opposed 
the move and the rest did not respond, it further revised the proposal. 
 

NEW HARYANA LAW MAY HIT JOBS, GROWTH: 
STAKEHOLDERS 

 
‘It is very, very myopic... industry will suffer, not politicians’ 

 With the law guaranteeing 75% reservation to locals in private sector jobs 
in Haryana coming into force earlier this month, the reigning sentiment 
among various stakeholders is one of “disruption”. Industrialists, migrant 
workers and contractors remain wary of its repercussions on businesses 
and employment prospects. 

 The law was one of the major poll promises of Jannayak Janta Party (JJP), 
the junior partner in the coalition government in Haryana. 

 
MATTER IN COURT 

 Three industry associations from Gurugram, Faridabad and Rewari have 
sought judicial recourse. In a petition filed before the Punjab and Haryana 
High Court, they contended that the new law goes against constitutional 
provisions and the basic principle of merit underpinning private sector 
growth. The court has issued notice to the State government and scheduled 
the next hearing for February 2. 

 It is very, very myopic of the political class,” said Manmohan Gaind, general 
secretary, Manesar Industries Welfare Association, one of the petitioners in 
the case. “Almost 99% employees in a Micro, Small and Medium Enterprise 
(MSME) earn less than ₹30,000 and fall under the purview of the new law. 
MSMEs hire and lay off workers based on the demand. Finding locals with 
requisite skills every time would not be possible,” he said. 

 Mr. Gaind rued that a political decision was taken and implemented without 
any data or research. “If the migrants don’t find jobs in Haryana, they will 
straight away head to Noida. It is the industry that will suffer, not the 
politicians,” he said. 

 
SURVEY FINDINGS 

 An internal survey by the Garments Exporters and Manufacturers 
Association last year had revealed that more than 82% may not consider 
Haryana for expansion in case the new law was not repealed or the industry 
not exempted from its provisions. An equal number believed that they 
would not be able to source adequate skilled workers from Haryana only. 
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 Though the law allows relaxation to hire non-locals in certain conditions, 
the industrialists are sceptical. “If I need people today, I cannot wait for 
three months for the DC office to grant me permission,” said one. 

 Three-fourth reservation in jobs would also skew the workforce balance 
between locals and migrants and disrupt the smooth running of the 
businesses, feel industry insiders — the locals are by definition more 
entrenched vis-a-vis the migrants and “difficult to control”. 

 The migrants too fear rampant job losses. Though the residency condition 
for a domicile certificate under the new law has been reduced to five years 
from 15, Jalauddin Ansari, member, Gurgaon Shramik Sangathan, said “it is 
a distant dream for a migrant who cannot even get a ration card or a voter 
identity card after staying here for years”. 

 JJP’s chief media co-ordinator, Deep Kamal Saharan, however, said the law 
has enough caveats in place. “On exemptions, the authorities need to 
respond in a time-bound manner and pass the order within 15 days,” Mr. 
Saharan said. 

 New start-ups and IT/ITES companies are exempted for two years under 
the new law and short-term works, extending up to 45 days, have been 
kept out of its purview. “The fears of the industry are unfounded,” said Mr. 
Saharan, justifying the law. 

 

DEMAND FOR LOCAL JOB QUOTAS 
Recently, Andhra Pradesh became the first state in the country to offer 75% 
reservation to locals in private jobs. 

 
Background 

 There has been growing demand by the people in the states to have local 
jobs in their states itself. 

 A survey done by the Centre for the Study of Developing Societies (CSDS) in 
2016 showed that nearly two-third of respondents were in favour that state 
priority should be given to the people from the state itself. 

 This sentiment was more profound in the Southern and the Eastern states. 
 Various political parties and states have made attempts to use reservation 

as a major poll plank. 
 In this direction, the Andhra Pradesh assembly passed the Andhra Pradesh 

Employment of Local Candidates in Industries/Factories Act, 2019, under 
which 75% of the privates jobs across all factories, joint ventures, and 
industries in the state, including those taken up under public-private 
partnership mode, will be reserved for local Andhra people. 

 Similar demands are being raised in other states like Karnataka, 
Maharashtra, Gujarat, Maharashtra too. 

 Recently, Madhya Pradesh (MP) also announced that it would bring in 
legislation to provide 70 per cent reservation in private jobs for locals. 
 

Reasons behind demand for local jobs 
 Agrarian Distress- the agrarian sector is under tremendous stress across 

the country, and young people are desperate to move out of the sector. 
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 Lack of jobs- there is a serious dearth of jobs (private and government). 
Not only are the jobs too few, they are precarious and do not pay well. 

 Displacement of landowners- Since most of the land requirement is met by 
acquiring private agricultural lands, the landowners are being displaced 
and deprived of their occupation and thereby loss of income. 

 Lack of participation of all sections in the workforce- Several reports like, 
the State of Working India 2018 released by the Centre for Sustainable 
Employment of the Azim Premji University --- have shown that 
discrimination is one of the reasons for under-representation of Dalits and 
Muslims in the corporate sector. 

 Perception that Central devolution is insufficient- especially in the 
southern states, as they feel successive finance commissions accord a high 
weightage to poverty and population vis-a-vis development thus majority 
share goes to the northern states.  
 

SIGNIFICANCE OF THE MOVE 
 Could Promote Inclusive Development- like in Germany, where every 

village has a factory, India also should have industries in villages and 
provide jobs to the local people for an all-round development. However, 
there should be an overarching framework at the Union level to promote 
such development. 

 Could lead to a transparent pattern of industrialization- without much 
scope for corruption and effective implementation of labour laws. 

 
 
Analysis 

 May not pass the legal scrutiny- as the Article 16 does not empower 
the state government to provide for such reservation, rather the 
Parliament is empowered to do so. 

 Politically motivated move- which rather than addressing the core 
concerns like structural reforms, infrastructure is merely making use 
of reservations. 

 Dangerous for unity of the country- Such moves could lead to a 
Pandora box where other states start implementing such policies, 
which result in fractures in the unity of India. 

 Concerns of the Industry- Although, most of the units employ locals 
only, however, there are certain sectors where it may be difficult to 
find locals for the jobs and the units will be forced to search outside. 

 Difficult to attract investments- Andhra Pradesh is already struggling 
to attract investments in different sectors after bifurcation. Such a 
decision may further alienate the potential investors. Lack of 
investments could further drop the job creation. 

 Lack of details- While it defines ‘Locals’ as candidates who are 
domiciled in the state of Andhra Pradesh, it does not elaborate on the 
requirements for ‘domicile’ status. 
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 Previous such efforts were not successful- such as Maharashtra and 
Karnataka announced some package on this basis, but they were not 
enforced. 

 
Way Forward 

 Need to tackle the core issues- of unemployment by more job creation and 
industrialisation rather than such moves. 

 Governments should provide incentives to industries for more investments 
and create an enabling environment for it. The Economic Survey 2018-19 
also alerts the policy makers against such policy uncertainties for the 
industries, which may rather impact economic development. 

 Government should focus on making the youth of a state employable with 
proper investments in education, health and skill development. 

 Need to promote labour intensive industries- to make use of the labour 
surplus in the country, rather than simply forcing any industry for the 
locals. 

 Need to promote entrepreneurship- where people are themselves 
motivated to create livelihood for them. State can provide incentives and 
help here such as done for Dalit entrepreneurs in Maharashtra. 

 Need to move towards economy based reservation- rather than further 
expansion of reservation policies using unproductive rationales. 

 

RP-2041 CAN SPELL DOOM FOR ARAVALIS, FEAR 
ENVIRONMENTALISTS 

 The legal protection of the range from environment degradation is under a 
cloud following some drastic changes in Draft Regional Plan-2041 

 

 Environmentalists want the RP-2041 to declare Mangar Bani forest  as “no 
construction” zone  

 Large chunks of forests and the Aravalis in Gurugram and Faridabad could 
lose protection from construction under the National Conservation Zone as 
defined in the Regional Plan-2021, if the provisions in the Draft Regional 
Plan-2041 are implemented, fear environmentalists, urban planners and 
analysts. 

 According to the DRP- 2041, the ‘Natural Zone’ (NZ) “is a zone comprising 
any natural features such as mountains, hills, rivers, waterbodies created by 
the action of nature.” In the previous Plan, this was defined as the Natural 
Conservation Zone (NCZ). In the new draft, the definition of the natural 
features has been tweaked and restricted to only those that are notified 
under certain acts and recognised in land records.  

 Environmentalists are worried that this new definition would leave large 
sections of the forest land in Gurugram and Faridabad out of the ambit of 
protected zone for not meeting the criteria proposed in DRP. 

 Most Aravali hill areas in Haryana are not notified but find a mention in the 
revenue records as ‘gair mumkin pahar’ (uncultivable wasteland), and 
‘bhood’ (sandy foothills), while the forest cover is neither notified nor 
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mentioned as forest in the revenue record. Also, it is not clear whether 
rivers such as the Yamuna and Hindon are notified and included in revenue 
records. 

 Environmentalist Chetan Agarwal told The Hindu, such restrictive eligibility 
criterion would lead to the exclusion of natural features from the Natural 
Zone to the detriment of the region’s biodiversity. “This is in total 
contradiction to the objective of the Regional Plan and the National Capital 
Region Planning Board Act,” he said. 

 If the Haryana government succeeds in its plan to implement the 
amendments in the Punjab Land Preservation Act (PLPA), already passed 
by the State Legislative Assembly and ratified by the Haryana Governor, 
then both Gurugram and Faridabad would suffer irretrievably. 

 “Of 74,000 hectares in Faridabad, only 11,700 hectares are presently under 
the NCZ. If the PLPA amendment is cleared, only 178 hectares under the 
Reserve Forest category would qualify to be placed under the Natural Zone. 
It will be a similar situation in Gurugram,” Mr. Agarwal warned.  

 In an email to the NCRPB, five urban planners and environment activists 
have raised objections to the Draft RP-2041, questioning the rationale 
behind it and the lack of clarity on the term “action of nature”.  

 “What is meant by ‘action of nature’ and what is the time period set for 
denotification?” asked Mr. Manoj Misra, retired Indian Forest Service 
officer. He said there were several examples of natural ecosystems created 
by the direct intervention of people or government, including wetlands 
under the Wetland Rules (such as Keoladeo National Park), greening and 
restoration of areas (the Aravalli biodiversity Park, Gurugram) and other 
afforestation zones. According to him, many natural areas are still in the 
process of being notified in land records, as per observations of the Supreme 
Court in M.K. Balakrishnan versus Union of India in 2017.  

 
FLOODPLAINS EXCLUDED 

 The RP-2021 included rivers such as Yamuna, Ganga, Kali, Hindon and 
Sahibi; their tributaries, floodplains and flood-prone areas in the NCZ but 
the draft RP-2041 excluded tributaries and floodplains from the newly 
defined NZ. The rivers, the tributaries and their floodplains are crucial for 
the water security and protection of the riverine floodplain habitat, which 
in turn is critical for protection of riverine biodiversity.  

 The environmentalists are also shocked by the replacement of the term NCZ, 
exclusion of terms “Aravali” and “forest areas” from NZ and the removal of 
0.5% limit imposed on construction and land use under it.  

 The deletion of Aravali from the new draft will facilitate construction of real 
estate in the Aravalis and destroy the natural ecosystem of the Aravalis in 
Delhi, Haryana and Rajasthan that shelter a critical wildlife habitat and 
corridor,” said Stalin Dayanand, director of Mumbai-based NGO Vanashakti 
and one of the signatories to the e-mail.  

 The environmentalists want the RP-2041 to declare the 500-metre Mangar 
Bani sacred grove hill in Faridabad as “no construction zone” for its wildlife 
presence. Located on a narrow ridge, it is part of an important inter-state 
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wildlife corridor with animals including leopards, hyenas, and foxes moving 
between the Asola Wildlife Sanctuary in Delhi and Damdama lake 
catchment area in Gurugram.  

 
ANOTHER POINT OF WORRY 

 Yet another point of worry is Section 6.3.3 of DRP-2041 which seeks “the 
interlinking of all green trails of the Aravali range and river Yamuna running 
in the region to become a part of integrated cycle trails and drive corridors 
in the region”. 

 It is feared that the provision of ‘drive corridors’ in the Aravalis will lead to 
motorised traffic and adversely impact the wildlife habitat. It could also 
open up the proposed construction of a road cutting through the bio-
diversity park in Gurugram, which citizens are opposing. 

 

DIP IN EASTERN SWAMP DEER NUMBERS 
 

 Fall in population from 907 to 868 attributed to floods 
 Species at risk: The eastern swamp deer is now distributed to areas beyond 

the Kaziranga National Park. 
 The population of the vulnerable eastern swamp deer, extinct elsewhere in 

South Asia, has dipped in the Kaziranga National Park and Tiger Reserve. 
 Officials attributed the decrease from 907 individuals in 2018 to 868 during 

the Eastern Swamp Deer Estimation on January 10 and 11 to two high floods 
in 2019 and 2020. On the brighter side, they said the animal is now 
distributed to areas beyond the park known as the world’s best address of 
the one-horned rhinoceros. 

 “The eastern swamp deer is endemic to Kaziranga and is not the primary 
prey of the park’s carnivores, primarily the tiger. But its population is 
crucial for the ecological health of the tiger reserve and the encouraging sign 
is the animal has now moved to other areas such as Orang National Park and 
Laokhowa-Burachapori wildlife sanctuaries,”.  

 
 The eastern swamp deer was once concentrated in the central Kohora and 

Bagori ranges of Kaziranga.  
 

 The birds were counted in 211 different points in 157 waterbodies 
involving 35 enumeration teams, including volunteers from local 
educational institutes, NGOs and officers and frontline staff of the Forest 
Department. 
 

MISS KERALA NOT ENDANGERED: AQUARISTS 
 

 They are upset with its inclusion in the amended wildlife protection Bill 
 Sahyadria denisonii (Miss Kerala) is a native freshwater fish commonly 

found in Karnataka and Kerala. 
 A section of aquarists and ornamental fish breeders are surprised that the 

Denison barb (Miss Kerala), a native freshwater fish species commonly 
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found in parts of Karnataka and Kerala, has been included in Schedule I of 
the Wild Life (Protection) Amendment Bill, 2021. The Bill was introduced in 
the Lok Sabha in December last. 

 Aquarium enthusiast Beta Mahatvaraj of Chennai, who has been 
documenting the native Indian fish species for years, points out two issues 
in the Bill. 

‘A BAN, LITERALLY’ 
 He says the scientific name Puntius denisonii, given against the common 

name Denison barb, is wrong; it should have been Sahyadria denisonii. Even 
then, the species is found in the States of Kerala and Karnataka. He doubts 
whether the species can be considered endangered based on the available 
data. “Inclusion in Schedule I is literally a ban. It is like how you cannot keep 
a tiger at home,” he argues. 

 Ornamental fish breeder and exporter Nikhil Sood of Bengaluru contends 
that the trade of ornamental fish is being vilified unnecessarily, though it 
has contributed immensely to the discovery of many species of native fish 
over the past 25 years. Denisonii itself is a re-discovery because of the 
ornamental aquatic trade. 

 “This campaign to ban Sahyadria denisonii is old and sadly outdated. This 
rule would have been applicable around 10-12 years ago when the fish was 
discovered,” Mr. Sood says. Sahyadria denisonii is found in almost 11 rivers 
of Kerala and Karnataka with some of the highest endemic aquatic fauna in 
the country. 

 The income from the collection of denisonii for the ornamental fish trade 
acts as an incentive for fishermen to protect habitats, he contends. 

 “It would have been preferable to better regulate the trade in wild collected 
fishes and promote captive bred fish perhaps by including the species in 
Schedule IV instead of Schedule I.” 

 
 
TALIBAN SEEK MUSLIM NATIONS’ RECOGNITION 
We have fulfilled all necessary conditions by restoring peace and security, says PM 
Hassan Akhund 

 Hazy future: A woman in a burqa returning home after receiving the free 
bread distributed as part of the Save Afghans From Hunger campaign in 
Kabul on Tuesday. 

 The Taliban’s Prime Minister called upon Muslim nations on Wednesday to 
be the first to officially recognise their government, as aid-dependent 
Afghanistan faces economic collapse. 

 No country has yet recognised the Taliban, with most watching to see how 
the hardline Islamists — notorious for human rights abuses during their 
first stint in power — restrict freedoms. 

 Although the group has promised a softer rule in line with their 
interpretation of Islamic Sharia law, women are largely excluded from 
government employment and secondary schools for girls are mostly 
shuttered. 

VEDANGA



 

9 | P a g e  

 “I call on Muslim countries to take the lead and recognise us officially. Then 
I hope we will be able to develop quickly,” Mohammad Hassan Akhund told 
a conference in Kabul called to address the country’s massive economic 
woes. 

 “We don’t want it for the officials. We want it for our public,” he said, adding 
that the Taliban had fulfilled all necessary conditions by restoring peace and 
security. 

 Afghanistan is in the grip of a humanitarian disaster, worsened by the 
Taliban takeover in August that prompted Western countries to freeze 
international aid and access to billions of dollars worth of assets held 
abroad. The country was almost entirely dependent on foreign aid under 
the previous U.S.-backed government, but jobs have dried up and most civil 
servants haven’t been paid for months. 

 On Wednesday, the International Labour Organization said half a million 
Afghans lost their jobs in the third quarter of 2021, and this was expected 
to rise to 9,00,000 by the middle of this year — with women 
disproportionately affected. 

 
FOOD SHORTAGE 

 With poverty deepening and a drought devastating farming in many areas, 
the United Nations has warned that half the 38 million population faces food 
shortages. The UN Security Council last month unanimously adopted a U.S. 
resolution to allow some aid to reach desperate Afghans without violating 
international sanctions. 

 But there are growing calls from rights groups for the West to release more 
funds — particularly in the middle of a harsh winter. “Our situation still 
depends on the Americans. It will only get better if they decide to stop the 
sanctions,” said Mohammad Moktar Nasseri, a former police officer who 
now sells vegetables at a market. 

 

HERE IS WHY THE ELECTORAL BONDS SCHEME MUST 
GO 
It violates the basic tenets of India’s democracy by keeping the knowledge of the 
‘right to know’ from citizens and voters 
 

 The 19th tranche of electoral bonds, which have been pitched as an 
alternative to cash donations, have been on sale from January 1 to 10 ahead 
of the upcoming Assembly elections in five States. In this article dated March 
26, 2021, Gautam Bhatia explains how electoral bonds compromise fair and 
democratic elections. 

 The Supreme Court, after a brief hearing on March 24, reserved orders on 
the question of whether or not to stay the electoral bond scheme, ahead of 
the upcoming State elections. For the last three years, electoral bonds have 
been the dominant method of political party funding in India. In their design 
and operation, they allow for limitless and anonymous corporate donations 
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to political parties. For this reason, they are deeply destructive of 
democracy, and violate core principles of the Indian Constitution. 

 
A BLOW AGAINST DEMOCRACY 

 If democracy means anything, it must mean this: when citizens cast their 
votes for the people who will represent them in Parliament, they have the 
right to do so on the basis of full and complete information. And there is no 
piece of information more important than the knowledge of who funds 
political parties. Across democratic societies, and through time, it has been 
proven beyond doubt that money is the most effective way of buying policy, 
of engaging in regulatory capture, and of skewing the playing field in one’s 
own favour. This is enabled to a far greater degree when citizens are in the 
dark about the source of money: it is then impossible to ever know — or 
assess — whether a Government policy is nothing more than a quid pro quo 
to benefit its funders. The Indian Supreme Court has long held — and rightly 
so — that the “right to know”, especially in the context of elections, is an 
integral part of the right to freedom of expression under the Indian 
Constitution. By keeping this knowledge from citizens and voters, the 
electoral bonds scheme violates fundamental tenets of our democracy. 

 It is equally important that if a democracy is to thrive, the role of money in 
influencing politics ought to be limited. In many advanced countries, for 
example, elections are funded publicly, and principles of parity ensure that 
there is not too great a resource gap between the ruling party and the 
opposition. The purpose of this is to guarantee a somewhat level playing 
field, so that elections are a battle of ideas, and not vastly unequal contests 
where one side’s superior resources enable it to overwhelm the other. For 
this reason, in most countries where elections are not publicly funded, there 
are caps or limits on financial contributions to political parties. 

 The electoral bonds scheme, however, removes all pre-existing limits on 
political donations, and effectively allows well-resourced corporations to 
buy politicians by paying immense sums of money. This defeats the entire 
purpose of democracy, which as B.R. Ambedkar memorably pointed out, 
was not just to guarantee one person, one vote, but one vote one value. 

 However, not only do electoral bonds violate basic democratic principles by 
allowing limitless and anonymous donations to political parties, they do so 
asymmetrically. Since the donations are routed through the State Bank of 
India, it is possible for the Government to find out who is donating to which 
party, but not for the political opposition to know. This, in turn, means that 
every donor is aware that the central government can trace their donations 
back to them. Given India’s long-standing misuse of investigative agencies 
by whichever Government occupies power at the Centre, this becomes a 
very effective way to squeeze donations to rival political parties, while 
filling the coffers of the incumbent ruling party. Statistics bear this out: 
while we do not know who has donated to whom, we do know that a vast 
majority of the immensely vast sums donated through multiple electoral 
cycles over the last three years, have gone to the ruling party, i.e. the 
Bharatiya Janata Party. 
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GAPS IN GOVERNMENT’S DEFENCE 

 The Government has attempted to justify the electoral bonds scheme by 
arguing that its purpose is to prevent the flow of black money into elections. 
The journalist Nitin Sethi has already debunked this rationale in a detailed 
10-part investigative report, which has also highlighted reservations within 
the Government as well as by the Election Commission of India to the 
electoral bonds scheme. That apart, this justification falls apart under the 
most basic scrutiny: it is entirely unclear what preventing black money has 
to do with donor anonymity, making donations limitless, and leaving 
citizens in the dark. Indeed, as the electoral bonds scheme allows even 
foreign donations to political parties (which can often be made through 
shell companies) the prospects of institutional corruption (including by 
foreign sources) increases with the electoral bonds scheme, instead of 
decreasing. 

 It is important to be clear that the objections to the electoral bonds scheme, 
highlighted above, are not objections rooted in political morality, or in 
public policy. They are constitutional objections. The right to know has long 
been enshrined as a part of the right to freedom of expression; furthermore, 
uncapping political donations and introducing a structural bias into the 
form of the donations violate both the guarantee of equality before law, as 
well as being manifestly arbitrary. 

 
THE JUDICIARY NEEDS TO ACT 

 This brings us to the all-important role of the courts. One of the most critical 
functions of an independent judiciary in a functioning democracy is to 
referee the fundamentals of the democratic process. Governments derive 
their legitimacy from elections, and it is elections that grant governments 
the mandate to pursue their policy goals, without undue interference from 
courts. However, for just that reason, it is of vital importance that the 
process that leads up to the formation of the Government be policed with 
particular vigilance, as any taint at that stage will taint all that follows. In 
other words, the electoral legitimacy of the Government is questionable if 
the electoral process has become questionable. And since the Government 
itself cannot — in good faith — regulate the process that it itself is subject 
to every five years, the courts remain the only independent body that can 
adequately umpire and enforce the ground rules of democracy. 

 It is for this reason that courts must be particularly sensitive to and 
cognisant of laws and rules that seek to skew the democratic process and 
the level playing field, and that seek to entrench one-party rule over multi-
party democracy. There is little doubt that in intent and in effect, the 
electoral bonds scheme is guilty of both. Thus, it deserves to be struck down 
by the courts as unconstitutional. 

 In this regard, the conduct of the Supreme Court so far has been 
disappointing. The petition challenging the constitutional validity of the 
electoral bonds scheme was filed in 2018. The case, which is absolutely vital 
to the future health of Indian democracy, has been left unheard for three 
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years. The Supreme Court’s inaction in this case is not neutral: it directly 
benefits the ruling party which as we have seen, has received a vast bulk of 
electoral bond funding through the multiple State and one general election 
since 2018, and creates a continuing distortion of democracy. It is a matter 
of some optimism that a start was finally made when the Court heard the 
application for stay before this round of elections. One can only hope that 
the Court will stay the scheme so that it does not further distort the coming 
round of elections, and then proceed to hear and decide the full case, in short 
order. 
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