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AMAR JAWAN JYOTI NOW MERGED WITH WAR 
MEMORIAL FLAME: GOVT.  
Congress and some veterans oppose removal of tribute to 1971 Bangladesh 
war 

 Change of tradition: Chief of Integrated 
Defence Staff Air Marshal B.R. Krishna 
merging Amar Jawan Jyoti with the flame at 
the National War Memorial in New Delhi on 
Friday. 

 The iconic Amar Jawan Jyoti, which was 
inaugurated after the 1971 Liberation War 
of Bangladesh by former Prime Minister 
Indira Gandhi, was removed on Friday, even 
as Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
announced the construction of a statue of Subhas Chandra Bose, 
restructuring the symbolism around the India Gate. 

 In the face of protests from the Congress and some veterans, the Centre said 
the Jyoti was “not extinguished” and only “merged” with the flame at the 
National War Memorial (NWM). Mr. Modi said that after Independence, new 
things were constructed only for a “few families” but now, monuments of 
national importance were being built. 

 At a ceremony presided over by Air Marshal B.R. Krishna, Chief of Integrated 
Defence Staff, a torch with the flame at the Jyoti was carried with full 
military honours and merged with the NWM flame. The NWM, inaugurated 
in February 2019, is located at the ‘C’ Hexagon near India Gate and was built 
in memory of the soldiers who laid down their lives for the country in the 
post-Independence period. Names of over 26,000 soldiers are inscribed on 
it. 

 In a change of tradition, before the commencement of the Republic Day 
parade in 2020, Mr. Modi paid homage to the fallen soldiers by laying a 
wreath at the NWM, instead of at the Jyoti. 

 Since the inauguration of the NWM, all homage ceremonies are being 
conducted only there. However, defence officials had stated that the Jyoti 
would be kept burning and used for ceremonial occasions and official visits. 

 
‘NO NAMES MENTIONED’ 

 Downplaying the controversy that emerged on the issue, a government 
source said it was odd to see that the Jyoti paid homage to the martyrs of 
1971 and other wars but none of their names were present. “The names of 
all Indian martyrs from all the wars, including those in 1971 and others 
before and after it, are at the NWM. Hence it is a true shraddhanjali to have 
the flame paying tribute to martyrs there,” the source said. 

 

PEOPLE CAN SOON INVEST IN INFRA PROJECTS: 
GADKARI 
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SEBI nod awaited, says Minister 

 The Union government is awaiting approval of the Securities Exchange 
Board of India (SEBI) for enabling common citizens to invest at least ₹1 lakh 
in infrastructure projects under a new model for asset monetisation, Road 
Transport and Highways Minister Nitin Gadkari said on Friday. 

 “Most of the pension funds and foreign investors are investing in the 
projects. But we should take the cooperation of Indian people, particularly 
those who can invest a minimum ₹1 lakh in road projects, for which we have 
already developed a new model. We are awaiting approval from SEBI so that 
the common man can invest in NHAI (National Highways Authority of 
India). We are trying to give him an assured income of 7.5% to 8%,” Mr. 
Gadkari said.  

 
‘BENEFIT TO THE POOR’ 

 “My interest is to give benefit to the poor people of this country, who can 
invest in their economy, because in India we have problems in pension, 
insurance and share economy. For that reason, if small people can invest in 
infrastructure and get 7.5% to 8% interest, it can be a great thing for them 
to contribute to infrastructure development and at the same time benefit 
from that,” the Minister said. 

 
 

START-UPS RAISED A RECORD $24.1 BN IN 2021: 
STUDY 

 
Twofold rise from pre-COVID levels 
 

 Start-ups raised a record $24.1 billion in 2021, a two-fold increase over pre-
COVID-19 levels, according to a new study by NASSCOM and Zinnov. 

 According to the study, ‘Indian Tech Start-up Ecosystem: Year of The Titans’, 
more that 2,250 start-ups were added in 2021, over 600 more than what 
was added in the previous year. 

 
WHAT IS A STARTUP? 
 
The term startup refers to a company in the first stages of operations. Startups 
are founded by one or more entrepreneurs who want to develop a product or 
service for which they believe there is demand. These companies generally start 
with high costs and limited revenue, which is why they look for capital from a 
variety of sources such as venture capitalists. 
 
KEY TAKEAWAYS 

 A startup is a company that's in the initial stages of business. 
 Founders normally finance their startups and may attempt to attract 

outside investment before they get off the ground. 
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 Funding sources include family and friends, venture capitalists, 
crowdfunding, and loans. 

 Startups must also consider where they'll do business and their legal 
structure. 

 Startups come with high risk as failure is very possible but they can also 
be very unique places to work with great benefits, a focus on innovation, 
and great opportunities to learn. 

 
 

 The study said: “Start-ups raised USD 24.1 billion in 2021, a two-fold 
increase over pre-COVID levels. In comparison to 2020, there was a 3X 
increase in the number of high value deals (deals > USD 100 million), 
demonstrating investor confidence with a pool of active angel investors of 
2400+ and a readiness to take significant risks.” 

 
FDI INFLOW FROM U.S. 

 It added that while the U.S. remains the leading source of foreign direct 
investment (FDI) in start-ups, worldwide involvement is also growing. 
About 50% of the deals had at least one India-domiciled investor. 

 It said that more than $6 billion has been raised via public markets with 11 
start-up IPOs in 2021. 

 
 

KARNATAKA OPPOSES PHASE 2 OF T.N.’S 
HOGENAKKAL PROJECT 
 

 The Karnataka government on Friday said it will oppose Tamil Nadu’s plan 
to take up the second phase of the Hogenakkal combined drinking water 
project. 

 Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M.K. Stalin on Thursday had said a detailed 
project report would be prepared for the second phase of the Hogenakkal 
Integrated Drinking Water project at an estimated cost of ₹4,600 crore. It is 
aimed at supplying water to Krishnagiri and Dharmapuri districts in Tamil 
Nadu. 

 Karnataka Water Resources Minister Govind Karjol told presspersons here 
that the State government would legally oppose the proposed project by 
Tamil Nadu as it falls within the geographical jurisdictions of both 
Karnataka and Tamil Nadu. “The Survey of India has not finalised the 
Karnataka-Tamil Nadu border at Hogenakkal,” he said. 

 Any project that Tamil Nadu wants to implement in the Cauvery basin 
should be in line with the allocation of water made by the Cauvery Water 
Disputes Tribunal and Supreme Court orders,” he said. “Tamil Nadu has not 
placed the proposed project before the Tribunal or the Supreme Court. 
Therefore, we will oppose it,” the Minister added. 
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 Mr. Karjol also said that as per Section 13 of the Cauvery Tribunal’s order, 
the Hogenakkal project should be taken up through the Central Water 
Commission. 

 
 

UNESCO TAG SOUGHT FOR ROOT BRIDGES  
 

 The Zoological Survey of India has underlined 
some green rules for the living root bridges of 
Meghalaya to get the UNESCO World Heritage 
Site tag. CM Conrad K. Sangma pitched for 
UNESCO recognition as the hill State marked 
its 50th year of creation. 

 A living root bridge is like a suspension bridge 
formed by guiding the pliable roots of the 
rubber fig tree (Ficus elastica) across a stream 
or river and allowing the roots to grow and 
strengthen over time. ZSI Director Dhriti Banerjee said faunal diversity and 
the preparation of health cards would be the prerequisites to earn the tag. 

 
 
 

SC NOTICE ON ENVIRONMENT SERVICE CADRE 
 

 The Supreme Court on Friday sought the government’s response on the 
creation of an independent Indian Environment Service in the “All India 
Service cadre”. 

 A Bench led by Justice Sanjay Kishan Kaul issued notice on a plea by 
advocate Samar Vijay Singh for a specialised environment service in the 
lines of one recommended by the T.S.R. Subramanian Committee report in 
2014. 

 The Committee, constituted by the Environment Ministry, in its report on 
November 18, 2014, had categorically recorded that the necessary 
institutional framework needs to be created, building on the existing 
systems, to meet future ecological demands, and ecological imbalance. 

 
 

U.S., RUSSIA SEEK TO EASE UKRAINE TENSIONS 
 

 Blinken promises a written response to Moscow’s security demands; both 
sides to hold more talks 

 Washington and Moscow's top diplomats agreed on Friday to keep working 
to ease tensions over Ukraine, with the U.S. promising a written response to 
Russian security demands and not ruling out a presidential meeting. 
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 As fears grow that Russia could invade its pro-Western neighbour, U.S. 
Secretary of State Antony Blinken renewed warnings of severe Western 
reprisals as he met for 90 minutes with Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov in 
Geneva. 

 
 But Mr. Blinken described the high-stakes talks as “frank” and not 

“polemical”, with Mr. Lavrov also voicing hope for a lowering of the 
temperature between the former Cold War foes. 

 Russia has massed tens of thousands of troops on the Ukrainian border, 
denying it plans to invade but demanding security guarantees, including a 
permanent ban on the country joining NATO. 

 Mr. Blinken said that Washington will share written ideas with Russia next 
week in which it will also make clear its own positions. 

 We didn’t expect any major breakthroughs to happen today, but I believe 
we are now on a clear path in terms of understanding each other’s concerns” 
Mr. Blinken told reporters. “We anticipate that we will be able to share with 
Russia our concerns and ideas in more detail in writing next week and we 
agreed to further discussions after that,” he added. 

 Speaking separately to reporters, Mr. Lavrov also said he was promised the 
written responses next week. “Antony Blinken agreed that we need to have 
a reasonable dialogue, and I hope emotions will decrease,” he said. “I cannot 
say whether or not we are on the right track. We will know when we get an 
answer.” He added that another meeting could be held between the two, but 
that it was “premature” to start talking about another summit between 
Presidents Joe Biden and Vladimir Putin, who met in Geneva last June. 

 Mr. Blinken, however, did not rule out fresh talks between the Presidents 
after Mr. Biden twice warned Mr. Putin by telephone of consequences for 
any Ukraine invasion. 

 “If we conclude (and) the Russians conclude that the best way to resolve 
things is through a further conversation between them, we're certainly 
prepared to do that,” Mr. Blinken said. 

 Mr. Biden bluntly assessed on Wednesday that Mr. Putin is likely to “move 
in” on Ukraine and warned of a “disaster for Russia”. 

 

 

EDITORIALS 
 

THE GROUND RULES OF ‘THE ONE LAND OF MANY’ 
 Today, some in positions of power in India seem to be questioning those 

rules — which makes it crucial to reaffirm them 
 This month we celebrate another Republic Day, the 72nd anniversary of the 

entry into force of our Constitution. In so doing we reaffirm the essence of 
Indian nationalism, reified in a constitution adopted after almost three 
years of debate, and in the process implicitly salute the ‘idea of India’ that 
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emerged from both the nationalist movement and its institutionalisation in 
the Republic. 

 
A GIFT AND A VISION 

 The idea of India as a modern nation based on a certain conception of human 
rights and citizenship, vigorously backed by due process of law, and equality 
before law, is a gift of the Constitution. Earlier conceptions of India drew 
their inspiration from mythology and theology. The modern idea of India, 
despite the mystical influence of Tagore, and the spiritual and moral 
influences of Gandhiji, is a robustly secular and legal construct based upon 
the vision and intellect of our founding fathers, notably (in alphabetical 
order) Ambedkar, Nehru, and Patel. The Preamble of the Constitution itself 
is the most eloquent enumeration of this vision. In its description of the 
defining traits of the Indian republic, and its conception of justice, of liberty, 
of equality and fraternity, it firmly proclaims that the law will be the 
bedrock of the national project. 

 To my mind, the role of liberal constitutionalism in shaping and 
undergirding the civic nationalism of India is the dominant strand in the 
broader story of the evolution and modernisation of Indian society over the 
last century. The principal task of any Constitution is to constitute: that is, 
to define the rules, the shared norms, values and systems under which the 
state will function and the nation will evolve. The way in which the ideals 
embedded in that document were implemented and evolved, in a spirit of 
civic nationalism, through the first seven and a half decades of India’s 
independence, have determined the kind of country we are. 

 
TO SHAPE A NEW CITIZEN 

 Every society has an interdependent relationship with the legal systems 
that govern it, which is both complex and, especially in our turbulent times, 
continuously and vociferously contested. It is through this interplay that 
communities become societies, societies become civilisations, and 
civilisations acquire a sense of national and historical character. The 
Chairman of the Drafting Committee of the Constituent Assembly, Dr. B.R. 
Ambedkar, not only understood this but explicitly hoped the Constitution 
would help shape a new kind of citizen. ‘I do not want that our loyalty as 

Indians should be in the slightest way affected by any competitive 

loyalty,’ said the great constitutionalist, ‘whether that loyalty arises 

out of our religion, out of our culture or out of our language. I want all 

people to be Indians first, Indian last and nothing else but Indians.’ 

 This was a greater challenge than it might have been in another country 
than India. It was not just the elements he mentioned — religion, culture 
and language — that divided Indians and seemed to fly in the face of an idea 
of shared citizenship. There was, as Ambedkar knew all too well, the dark 
shadow of caste and social hierarchy. ‘In politics we will be recognizing the 
principle of one man one vote and one vote one value. In our social and 
economic life, we shall, by reason of our social and economic structure, 
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continue to deny the principle of one man one value. How long shall we 
continue to live this life of contradictions?’ Ambedkar famously asked. 

 
INCORPORATING THE UNDERCLASS 

 Ambedkar’s eloquent assault on discrimination and untouchability for the 
first time cogently expanded the reach of the Indian idea to incorporate the 
nation’s vast, neglected underclass. Ambedkar — a product of Columbia 
University and the London School of Economics, and principal of the 
prestigious Government Law College in Bombay — was deeply troubled by 
the iniquities of the caste system and the fear of many Dalits that national 
independence would merely lead to the social and political dominance of 
the upper castes. As an opponent of caste tyranny, and a nationalist, he 
believed that Dalits must support India’s freedom from British rule but that 
they must pursue their struggle for equal rights within the framework of the 
new constitution that he had a major hand in drafting. 

 Despite his own pessimism, Ambedkar’s solution has worked. As I had 
pointed out in this space, the most important contribution of the 
Constitution to Indian civic nationalism was that of representation centred 
on individuals. The establishment of a constitutional democracy in post-
colonial India involved an attempt to free Indians from prevailing types of 
categorisation, and to place each citizen in a realm of individual agency that 
went beyond the immutable identity conferred by birth. In the process the 
Constitution transcended all those identities that both defined and divided 
Indians. 

 The Constitution provided a legal structure to an implicit idea of India as of 
one land embracing many. It reflected the idea that a nation may 
incorporate differences of caste, creed, colour, culture, cuisine, conviction, 
consonant, costume, and custom, and still rally around a democratic 
consensus. That consensus is around the simple principle that in a 
democracy under the rule of law, you do not really need to agree all the time 
— except on the ground rules of how you will disagree. The reason India has 
survived all the stresses and strains that have beset it for three quarters of 
a century (and that led so many in the 1950s and 1960s to predict its 
imminent disintegration), is that it maintained consensus on how to manage 
without consensus. Today, some in positions of power in India seem to be 
questioning those ground rules, and that, sadly, is why it is all the more 
essential to reaffirm them now. 

THE RULE OF LAW 
 Indian nationalism is thus the nationalism of an idea, the idea of what I have 

dubbed an ever-ever land — emerging from an ancient civilisation, united 
by a shared history, sustained by pluralist democracy under the rule of law. 
What knits this entire concept of Indian nationhood together is, of course, 
the rule of law, enshrined in our Constitution. 

 The struggle for Indian independence was, after all, not simply a struggle for 
freedom from alien rule. It was a shift away from an administration of 

law and order centred on imperial despotism. It is from this that the 

idea of ‘constitutional morality’ was born, meaning a national 
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commitment to pursuing desirable ends through constitutional 

means, to upholding and respecting the Constitution’s processes and 

structures, and to doing so in a spirit of transparency and 

accountability, free speech, public scrutiny of government actions and 

legal limitations on the exercise of power. This was how freedom was 

intended to flourish in India. 

 
THE CONSTITUTION’S SPIRIT 

 Of course, Ambedkar realised it is perfectly possible to pervert the 
Constitution, without changing its form, by merely changing the form of the 
administration to make it inconsistent with the spirit of the Constitution. 
Ambedkar argued that constitutional morality ‘is not a natural sentiment. It 
has to be cultivated. We must realize that our people have yet to learn it. 
Democracy in India is only a top-dressing on an Indian soil which is 
essentially undemocratic’. He insisted that the Directive Principles — an 
unusual feature of the Indian Constitution not found elsewhere — were 
necessary because although the rules of democracy mandated that the 
people must elect those who will hold power, the principles confirmed that 
‘whoever captures power will not be free to do what he likes with it’. 

 To recall these basic principles today is to recognise how far we are 
currently straying from them, and the dangers inherent in the present 
government’s practice of paying lip-service to the Constitution while 
trampling on its spirit. This Republic Day, as we gear up to commemorate 
the 75th anniversary of our Independence a little over six months later, we 
must remind ourselves of, and rededicate ourselves to, the ideals that lie 
behind the Constitution whose entry into force we all celebrate on January 
26. 
 

 

SETTING SAIL FOR A POWERFUL INDIA-GERMAN 
PARTNERSHIP 
 

 The Indo-Pacific, with India as its centrepiece, features prominently in 
Germany’s foreign policy outreach 

 A military vessel probably will not be your first thought when it comes to 
Germany’s role in India. Nonetheless, against all COVID odds and with due 
health precautions in place, the German Navy frigate Bayern landed in 
Mumbai on Thursday, January 20, 2022. A port call (picture) which might 
be business as usual for India with regard to many other friendly countries 
is, on close inspection, a remarkable step for Indo-German relations. 

 
THE SETTING OF A NEW ORDER 

 Germany has realised that the world’s political and economic centre of 
gravity is, to a large degree, shifting to the Indo-Pacific region, with India as 
a key player, strategic partner and long-standing democratic friend at the 
hub. Here is where a significant part of the future international order is 
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being shaped. The visit of the Bayern shows that we are not just talking. 
Here is a concrete outcome of the Indo-Pacific Policy Guidelines that 
Germany adopted in autumn 2020 and the European Union’s Indo-Pacific 
Strategy published last year. So why did we come up with such guidelines 
at this particular time? 

 
 Germany is determined to contribute to buttressing the rules-based 

international order at a time when it is exposed to grave challenges. For 
Europe, just like for India, it is vital that trade routes stay open, that freedom 
of navigation is upheld and that disputes are resolved peacefully on the 
basis of international law. India is a maritime powerhouse and a strong 
advocate for free and inclusive trade — and, therefore, a primary partner 
on that mission. 

 
THE CHALLENGES 

 The Indo-Pacific, with India as its centrepiece, looms large in Germany’s and 
the European Union’s foreign policy. Why? The Indo-Pacific region is home 
to around 65% of the global population and 20 of the world’s 33 megacities. 
The region accounts for 62% of global GDP and 46% of the world’s 
merchandise trade. On the other hand, it is also the source of more than half 
of all global carbon emissions. This makes the region’s countries key 
partners in tackling global challenges such as climate change and 
sustainable energy production and consumption. 

 As much as India, Germany is a trading nation. More than 20% of German 
trade is conducted in the Indo-Pacific neighbourhood. This is why Germany 
and India share a responsibility to maintain and support stability, 
prosperity and freedom in this part of the world. Europe’s key interests are 
at stake when championing a free and open Indo-Pacific. 

 The Bayern’s seven-month journey in the region is coming full circle in 
India. Even before its first port call, the Indian Navy “greeted” the Bayern on 
the high seas and our troops undertook a joint passing exercise — a strong 
and warm Indian welcome for Germany to the region. After having visited 
Japan, Australia, Vietnam, Singapore and other countries in the region, 
Mumbai is the last station before the Bayern sets course to return to 
Germany. Our message is one of cooperation and inclusiveness. But 
inclusiveness does not mean blind equidistance. We will not stand by when 
the multilateral order is challenged and when attempts are made to try to 
place the law of power over the power of law. The Bayern participated in 
the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) and European Union 
missions Sea Guardian in the Mediterranean Sea and Operation ATALANTA 
— formally European Union Naval Force (EU NAVFOR) Somalia — in the 
Arabian Sea. On her way from Tokyo to Busan, she helped monitor United 
Nations sanctions against the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea. 

 
A CHANCE FOR COORDINATION 

 After 16 years of Angela Merkel’s chancellorship, Olaf Scholz took the helm 
of the German government in December 2021. During their inaugural 
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conversation, Prime Minister Narendra Modi and he agreed that as major 
democracies and strategic partners, India and Germany will step up their 
cooperation to tackle common challenges, with climate change on top of the 
agenda. 

 
 No global problem can be solved without India’s active involvement. This 

year, Germany will hold the G7 Presidency, and from December 2022, India 
will assume the same role for the G20. This is an opportunity for joint and 
coordinated action. 

 I am particularly confident about one aspect of our relations: Germany 
cooperates with India to the tune of €1.3 billion a year in development 
projects, 90% of which serves the purpose of fighting climate change, saving 
natural resources as well as promoting clean and green energy. No country 
receives more such support from Germany than India. What world leaders 
agreed upon at COP26 in Glasgow, Germany and India are putting into 
practice. Together we work on a sustainable path for India’s growth that will 
benefit both our countries. For example, we have been supporting the 
construction of a huge solar plant in Maharashtra’s Dhule (Sakri). With a 
capacity of 125 Megawatt, it serves 2,20,000 households and generates 
annual CO2 savings of 155,000 tons. 

 As India celebrates 75 years of independence, this visit sends a signal of 
friendship and cooperation. We are setting sail for a powerful partnership, 
in calm waters and heavy seas alike. And hopefully, we will exceed your 
expectations, every once in a while. 

 

 
 
WRONG REMEDY 
 
States have rightly raised questions about proposed rule changes on IAS, IPS 
deputation 

 That the wrong remedy could exacerbate an ailment and not cure it is a well 
understood adage. This holds true for the Union government’s (Department 
of Personnel & Training – DoPT) proposals to amend Rule 6 related to 
deputation of cadre officers of the IAS (Cadre) Rules 1954. Reports have 
shown that the deputation from States to the Union government has been 
uneven. Some States have not nominated officers for deputation adequately 
to work with the Union government; in this, West Bengal (11 out of the 280 
officers are on central deputation), Rajasthan (13 out of 247) and Telangana 
(7 out of an authorised strength of 208) stand out. This has led to vacancies 
across Union government ministries. Numbers accessed by The Hindu show 
that actual deputation as a percentage of the mandated reserves fell from 
69% (2014) to 30% (2021), suggesting that there is merit in the DoPT’s 
identification of shortages in deputation being an issue. But does this 
necessitate the rule changes proposed by the DoPT, which include acquiring 
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overriding powers for the Union government that will do away with seeking 
approval from the States for transferring IAS and IPS officers? 
 

 Two of the rules are particularly problematic — in case of any disagreement 
between the Union and State governments, the States shall give effect to the 
former’s decision “within a specified time”. And in some “specific 
situations”, States would have to depute certain cadres whose services are 
sought by the Union government. These changes amount to arm-twisting 
States and unwilling bureaucrats to be deputed to serve the Union 
government and also presenting a fait accompli to States for “specific 
situations” which have not been defined and prone to misinterpretation and 
politicisation. These proposed changes have unsurprisingly raised the 
hackles of State governments. As governance responsibilities during the 
pandemic have shown, States are quite dependent upon the bureaucracy, 
and deputation to the Union government should not be done at the cost of 
State requirements. Also, the Union government must address the key 
question of the reluctance of capable civil servants to be deputed away from 
the States. Reports have indicated that civil servants have found the top-
down culture in Union government offices to be stifling and prefer the 
relative autonomy at the State level. There is clearly a need for a more 
qualitative approach that tackles such work culture issues. Besides, a State-
by-State look at deputation that disincentivises those States which depute 
officers much below the mandated numbers to the Union government by 
adjusting future cadre strength reviews by the Union Public Service 
Commission should also address the shortage problem. These steps are 
better than any rule changes that amount to fiats striking at federalism. 
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