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J&K, U.P., M.P., TRIPURA TOPPED IN ATTACKS ON 
SCRIBESAT  
LEAST 6 JOURNALISTS WERE KILLED AND 108 ATTACKED IN 2021, SAYS RIGHTS GROUP REPORT 

 
 Jammu and Kashmir, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh and Tripura topped the list 

of States and Union Territories where journalists and media houses were targeted 
in 2021, a report by a New Delhi-based rights group said on Wednesday. 

 At least six journalists were killed, 108 attacked and 13 media houses or 
newspapers targeted across the country, according to the India Press Freedom 
Report 2021 by the Rights and Risks Analysis Group (RRAG) said. 

 “The highest number of journalists or media organisations targeted was in J&K 
(25), followed by Uttar Pradesh (23), Madhya Pradesh (16), Tripura (15), Delhi 
(8), Bihar (6), Assam (5), Haryana and Maharashtra (4 each), Goa and Manipur (3 
each), Karnataka, Tamil Nadu and West Bengal (2 each), and Andhra Pradesh, 
Chhattisgarh and Kerala (1 each),” the report stated. 

 While J&K recorded the maximum attacks by State actors, Tripura had the most 
cases of attacks by non-State actors, the analysis of data showed. 
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 Eight women journalists faced arrest, summons and registration of First 
Information Reports. “The widespread attacks on the press freedom from J&K to 
Tripura are an indicator of the continuing deterioration of civic space in the 
country. The Information Technology (Intermediary Guidelines and Digital Media 
Ethics Code) Rules, 2021, is an affirmation of the government’s intent to crack 
down on media freedom,” RRAG director Suhas Chakma said. 
 
SPOTLIGHT ON J&K 

 The spotlight on attacks against media freedom during 2021 remained on J&K. Out 
of the 17 journalists arrested or detained in the country, five were from J&K, 
followed by Delhi (3), Maharashtra, Manipur and Tripura (2 each), and Assam, 
Chhattisgarh and Haryana (1 each), the report noted. 

 In 2021, at least 24 journalists were allegedly physically attacked, threatened, 
harassed and obstructed from doing their professional works by public officials, 
including police, across the country. The police assaulted 17 of them. 

 
CHILDREN’S SHARE IN 2022 UNION BUDGET 
PLUMMETS TO 11-YEAR LOW 
ALLOCATION FOR CHILD HEALTH HAS DECREASED BY 
6.08% 

 Children in the country received the lowest share of allocation in the Budget in 11 
years, according to an analysis by the NGO, HAQ-Centre for Child Rights. 

 The total allocation for children in Union Budget 2022-23 is ₹92,736.5 crore, 
against an allocation of ₹85,712.56 crore in the last Budget. 

 Though this is an increase of 8.19% in absolute terms, it is not proportionate to 
the increase in the total expenditure in the Budget. 

 The share of the Budget for children is a meagre 2.35% of the Budget for the next 
fiscal, which is a reduction of 0.11 percentage points from this fiscal, says HAQ. 
This is the lowest share children have received in the last 11 years. 

 The allocation for child health has decreased by 6.08%. It has dropped from 
₹3,727.57 crore in 2021-2022 to ₹3,501.11 crore for the next fiscal. One of the 
most important child health schemes, the NRHM-RCH Flexi Pool, has observed a 
reduced allocation of 8.22% at ₹3,174.57 crore in Budget 2022-23. 
DEVELOPMENT SCHEMES 

 As far as child development programmes are concerned, they have seen a drop of 
10.97% in allocation for the next fiscal at ₹17,826.03 crore. These include 
supplementary nutrition and anganwadi (day care) services. 

 The share of child education in the overall Budget 2022-23 has witnessed only a 
marginal increase of 0.3 percentage points from 1.74% in the current fiscal to 
1.73% for the next fiscal. However, in absolute terms, the allocation has increased 
by 15.04% with ₹69,835.72 set aside, notes HAQ. 

 Though the Finance Minister announced a ‘One class, one TV channel’ programme 
from 12 to 200 TV channels to enable States to provide supplementary education 
in regional languages for Classes 1 to 12, studies have shown this is a difficult mode 
of learning for children. 
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 Schemes for the protection and welfare of children clubbed under the Mission 
Vatsalaya of the Ministry of Women and Children received ₹1,472.17 crore. This is 
65% more than this fiscal, but below the allocation of ₹15,000 crore in 2019-2020, 
before the scheme was restructured. 
 

U.S. SENDS MILITARY AID TO UAE AFTER HOUTHI 
ATTACKS WARSHIP, FIGHTER JETS PART OF PACKAGE 

 The United States will send a warship and fighter jets to help defend the United 
Arab Emirates, officials said on Wednesday, after a series of missile attacks by 
Yemeni rebels left three dead in the wealthy Gulf state. 

 The deployment, to “assist the UAE against the current threat”, follows a phone call 
between Defence Secretary Lloyd Austin and Abu Dhabi Crown Prince Mohammed 
bin Zayed Al-Nahyan, the U.S. embassy in the UAE said. 

 The UAE, part of the Saudi-led coalition fighting Yemen’s Iran-backed Houthi 
rebels and a major financial hub, suffered its third missile attack in consecutive 
weeks on Monday. 

 As part of the new arrangements, the USS Cole guided missile destroyer will 
partner with the UAE Navy and make a port call in Abu Dhabi, while the U.S. will 
also deploy fifth-generation warplanes. 

 Other actions include “continuing to provide early warning intelligence (and) 
collaborating on air defence”, the embassy said. 

 Mr. Austin and the crown prince “discussed the recent Houthi attacks against the 
UAE that caused civilian casualties and also threatened U.S. and Emirati armed 
forces stationed at Al Dhafra air base,” the embassy added. 
 
CLEAR SIGNAL 

 The U.S., a staunch Saudi and UAE ally, intends the deployment to be “a clear signal 
that the United States stands with the UAE”, the embassy said. 

 President Joe Biden withdrew U.S. support for the Saudi-led intervention in Yemen 
after taking office early last year, reversing his predecessor’s policy of providing 
logistical assistance. 

 However, the U.S. State Department announced in November the approval of the 
sale of $650 million worth of air-to-air missiles to Saudi Arabia. 

 A $23 billion U.S. arms package to the UAE, including F-35 fighter jets, has yet to 
be finalised, with the Emiratis threatening to scrap the deal over stringent 
conditions. 

 The rebel attacks have increased Gulf tensions at a time when international talks 
over Iran’s nuclear programme are stumbling, and have helped push oil prices to 
seven-year highs. 
 

INDIA’S EXIM BANK, SRI LANKA SIGN $500-MN LOAN 
AGREEMENT 

 The Export Import Bank (EXIM) of India and the Government of Sri Lanka on 
Wednesday signed a $500- million Line of Credit agreement aimed at helping Sri 
Lanka cope with its fuel shortages, amid one of the worst economic meltdowns 
facing the island nation. 
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 New Delhi’s support for fuel imports — by Sri Lanka from India — through the 
Line of Credit, is in response to Colombo’s “urgent requirement”, according to a 
statement from the Indian High Commission in Colombo. “This critical support 
comes in the wake of a virtual meeting between the External Affairs Minister of 
India S. Jaishankar and Sri Lanka’s Minister of Finance Basil Rajapaksa, held on 
January 15,” said the official statement released on Wednesday. 

 Days after the meeting, India made the announcement confirming the emergency 
loan. 

 Official sources indicated that the Line of Credit spans a year, and comes at a 
“nominal” interest rate, of under 2%. The Sri Lankan government is expected to 
invite bids from Indian suppliers soon to finalise its import. Amid Sri Lanka’s 
persisting dollar crisis, the country’s ability to import fuel has been severely 
affected, leading to frequent shortages, as well as power failures. On January 13, 
India extended a $400 million currency swap to Sri Lanka. 
 

EXPORT AND IMPORT BANK OF INDIA (EXIM) 
 The Export and Import Bank of India, popularly known as the EXIM Bank was set up 

in 1982. It is the principal financial 
institution in India for foreign and 
international trade. It was previously a 
branch of the IDBI, but as the foreign trade 
sector grew, it was made into an 
independent body. 

 The main function of the Export and 
Import Bank of India is to provide 
financial and other assistance to 
importers and exporters of the country. And it oversees and coordinates the working 
of other institutions that work in the import-export sector. The ultimate aim is to 
promote foreign trade activities in the country. 
 

ETHNOCENTRISM 
 The tendency to view one’s own group as ideal and all other groups with reference 

to this ideal could lead to prejudice, dislike, dominance, conflict, instability of 
democratic institutions, and even war 

 Ethnocentrism broadly refers to ethnic self-centredness and self-
importance. This attitude could lead an individual to believe that their own 
culture or way of life is the correct way of living. It could also result in 
hostility towards other cultures. Ethnocentrism is therefore the tendency 
to view one’s own group, the ‘in-group’, as the archetype and all other 
groups, the ‘out-groups’, with reference to this ideal. The in-group’s 
boundaries are defined by one or more observable characteristics such as 
language, accent, physical features or religion, indicating common 
descent. While initially used in anthropology, the term is now used widely in 
sociology, psychology, political science, economics and markets, among 
other disciplines. 
 

https://www.toppr.com/guides/general-knowledge/overview-of-india/india-an-overview/
https://www.toppr.com/guides/general-awareness/banks/major-functions-of-banks/
https://www.toppr.com/guides/economics/indian-economy-on-the-eve-of-independence/foreign-trade/
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CHANGING DEFINITIONS 
 Scientific interest in the term ethnocentrism started in the late 

19th and early 20th century. Charles Darwin argued that competition with other 
groups makes people more cooperative with members of their own group, which 
further influences group prosperity (Boris Bizumic, 2012). Herbert Spencer 
argued that societies in general are characterised by internal amity (towards 
members of one’s group) and external enmity (towards everyone else).  Neither of 
them used the term ethnocentrism, however. Developing their ideas, it was the 
anthropologist William Sumner who is first said to have coined the term in 1906 
in his book Folkways and also used the concepts ‘in-group’ and ‘out-group’. 
However, it was the geologist and anthropologist William John McGee who is said 
to have first used the term in print. For McGee, ethnocentrism was a particular way 
of thinking similar to egocentrism, but characteristic of ethnic groups. Robert A. 
Levine, an anthropologist, and Donald T. Campbell, a social psychologist, argued 
that ethnocentrism is a set of 23 characteristics, nine of which are positive 
attitudes towards a perceived in-group (such as perceptions about virtue and 
morals) and 14 of which are negative attitudes towards a perceived out-group 
(such as distrust, suspicion and blame). Early anthropologists argued that this 
feeling of superiority about the in-group curtailed an individual’s ability 
to understand the practices and values of other groups and to trust them. This 
feeling, they said, could lead to prejudice, dislike, dominance, ethnic conflict, 
instability of democratic institutions, and even war. Ethnocentrism can also affect 
consumer choices and voting.  However, later theorists argued that ethnocentrism 
might simply be preference for in-groups over out-groups. They said that the 
segregation of in-groups and out-groups should not necessarily be attributed to 
bias. In other words, they argued that you can be indifferent towards perceived 
out-groups or even like them, but less than you like your perceived in-group. Or 
you may dislike an out-group, but that attitude might not necessarily translate into 
some sort of discriminatory behaviour in a given situation. The ways of defining 
ethnocentrism has thus kept changing and there is no definite consensus on the 
meaning of the term even today. There are many examples of ethnocentric 
behaviour. Let’s try to understand this concept with a simple example that some 
of us may be familiar with or may have experienced. Ravi in India prefers to eat 
food with his hands. Ravi invites his American friend, Robert, to attend his sister’s 
wedding in India. When Robert arrives at the wedding, he is horrified to see 
everyone eating with their hands instead of using cutlery, as they do mostly in the 
U.S. Robert makes a rude remark about this unfamiliar practice, which makes Ravi 
angry. Robert’s attitude may be conscious or unconscious but his inability to 
accept this way of eating food as another culture’s practice and his tendency to 
view it as primitive while seeing his own culture as superior or advanced is 
ethnocentric.  Ethnocentrism is also quite similar to nationalism. All the 
expressions of ethnocentrism, such as feelings of superiority and even hostility 
towards out-groups, could be easily attributed to nationalism, but while 
ethnocentrism is at the level of an ethnic group, nationalism is at the level of a 
national group. Nevertheless, it is also important to note that nationalism also 
assumes certain factors that are not necessary for ethnocentrism. National groups 
are defined by the belongingness to a group that inhabits a national state or aspires 
to form a national state whereas ethnic groups do not require national states to be 
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called ethnic groups, and they may lack a shared public culture or even territory 
(Smith, 2001). Ethnocentric feelings and attitudes such as preference for a familiar 
culture and group superiority have been exploited by nationalism. 
 
A STUDY FROM INDIA 

 We can also understand ethnocentrism with a study from India. In a 
paper published in 1974 in the Journal of Cross-Cultural Psychology, Donald M. 
Taylor and Vaishna Jaggi tried to understand ethnocentrism and causal relations 
in the south Indian context. Thirty Hindus were asked to attribute the behaviour 
of their in-group (Hindus) and out-group (in this case, Muslims) performing 
socially desirable or undesirable acts to internal or external causes. The subjects 
in the study were presented with a series of one-paragraph descriptions of an 
actor behaving in a social context. They were asked to imagine that they were in 
that situation and the actor was directing the behaviour at them. Each situation 
depicted one of four situations involving a Hindu or Muslim behaving towards 
them in a desirable or undesirable way. The situations included a shopkeeper 
being generous to the subject or cheating the subject and a teacher praising or 
scolding the subject.  For each paragraph, the subject was provided with four or 
five possible reasons for the behaviour. One of these reflected internal attributions 
(Hindu shopkeepers are generous or Hindus are rude) and the remaining reflected 
external attributions (the actor was compelled by social rules to behave as he did 
or there was a misunderstanding between the actor and the perceiver). The study 
found that Hindus were more favourable to their in-group. They were more likely 
to make internal attributions for socially desirable behaviour performed by 
Hindus than for socially undesirable behaviour. Thus, they said Hindu 
shopkeepers are generous or Hindu teachers praise students. Conversely, 
undesirable behaviour performed by the same were not seen as reflections of 
internal behaviour but caused by external factors. The subjects reversed their 
internal attributions for Muslim actors. Thus, they made internal attributions for 
socially undesirable behaviour (cheating was seen to reflect the internal 
characteristic of the actor) and external attributions for socially desirable 
behaviour. The study showed how ethnocentrism is evidenced not only in the form 
of generalised attitudes but also in the form of attributions for specific behaviour. 
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