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NAVY PREPARED FOR ANY CONTINGENCY: 

KOVIND‘ 

Competence of maritime services showcased’ 

 President Ram Nath Kovind, who is also the Supreme Commander of the Armed Forces, on 

Monday expressed satisfaction over the preparedness and combat readiness of the Navy, in 

Visakhapatnam. 

 He was here to review the Indian fleet as part of the Presidential Fleet Review (PFR), which is 

held once during the President’s term in office. 

 Addressing the sailors and officers of the Navy after the PFR, Mr. Kovind said, “The excellent 

parade of ships, aircraft and submarines showcased the professional competence and 

determination of the maritime services of the nation. The parade also displayed the 

preparedness of the Navy for any contingency.” 

 Talking about the significance of the Indian Ocean Region (IOR) and the Navy’s role, Mr. 

Kovind said, “A large part of global trade flows through this region and a significant portion 

of our trade and energy needs are met through the oceans.” 

 “Safety of the seas and of the maritime commons, therefore, remains a critical requirement. 

The Navy’s constant vigil, prompt response to incidents and untiring efforts have been highly 

successful in this regard,” he said. 

 The President also expressed satisfaction on the increasing self-reliance and the idea of 

‘Atmanirbhar Bharat’. He pointed out that about 70% of the contents of several warships and 

submarines under construction in various public and private shipyards across the country were 

indigenous. 

 He also expressed happiness on the progress of indigenously built aircraft carrier INS Vikrant, 

which would come into service shortly. 

 Earlier, the Presidential Yacht, carrying the President, Defence Minister Rajnath Singh, Chief 

of the Naval Staff Admiral R. Hari Kumar and other dignitaries sailed past four columns of 44 

warships of different classes, as part of the fleet review. 

 
INDIA AND FRANCE DISCUSS AFGHANISTAN, 

UKRAINE CRISIS 
Jaishankar holds talks with his French counterpart 

 External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar held wide-ranging and productive talks with his French 

counterpart Jean-Yves Le Drian here during which they discussed key regional and global 

issues, particularly the India-EU relationship, and exchanged perspectives on the situation in 

Afghanistan, Iranian nuclear deal and the Ukraine crisis. 

 Mr. Jaishankar, who arrived here from Germany on a three-day visit, and Mr. Drian also 

reiterated their shared commitment to the principles of multilateralism and a rules-based order, 

and agreed to coordinate in the Security Council on issues of mutual concern. 

 The Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) later said the two Ministers discussed key regional 

and global issues, particularly the India-EU relationship and the priorities of the French 

Presidency of the EU Council. 

 Mr. Jaishankar appreciated the French initiative of hosting a EU Ministerial Forum on 

Cooperation in the Indo-Pacific on February 22, where he will participate along with several 

other Ministers from the Indo-Pacific and the EU countries. 

 In the context of the Ministerial Forum, the two Ministers agreed to jointly launch the Indo-

French call for an “Indo-Pacific Parks Partnership” during the EU Forum. 

 “This partnership aims to build capacities in the Indo-Pacific region, in terms of sustainable 

management of protected areas,” the MEA said. They also agreed to intensify India-EU ties 
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under the French Presidency, and the need to begin negotiations on the Free Trade and 

Investment Agreements and implement the India-E.U. Connectivity Partnership. 

 Both sides also adopted the “India-France Roadmap on the Blue Economy and Ocean 

Governance”, which aims to enhance partnership in the field of blue economy by way of 

institutional, economic, infrastructural and scientific cooperation. 

 They also agreed to continue and enhance their cooperation in and agreed to soon conclude a 

Joint Declaration of Intent in the Area of Sports, aimed at further facilitating people-to-people 

contact. 

 The Ministers exchanged perspectives on the situation in Afghanistan, the Iranian nuclear deal 

and the evolving situation in Ukraine. 

 
AUSTRALIA CALLS FOR ‘FULL PROBE’ BY CHINA 

INTO LASER INCIDENT‘ 

PLA vessel directed a laser at aircraft within Australia’s EEZ’ 

 Australia’s Prime Minister said on Monday a Chinese naval vessel that pointed a laser at an 

Australian military aircraft was so close to Australia’s coast that it possibly could have been 

seen from the shore, and he called for a full Chinese investigation. 

 Scott Morrison told media his government had not received an explanation from China over 

the incident last Thursday, which Australia considered “dangerous and reckless”. 

 China said Australia’s version of events did “not square up with facts” and was 

“disinformation”. 

 The Chinese Navy vessel within Australia’s Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) directed a laser 

at an Australian military aircraft over Australia’s northern approaches, illuminating the plane 

and potentially endangering lives, Australia said on Saturday. 

 The P-8A Poseidon — a maritime patrol aircraft — detected a laser emanating from a People’s 

Liberation Army Navy (PLA-N) vessel, the Defence Department said. 

 A Chinese guided missile destroyer and an amphibious transport dock were sailing east through 

the Arafura Sea between New Guinea and Australia at the time of the incident, and later passed 

through the narrow Torres Strait. “It’s possible people could even see the vessel from our 

mainland, potentially,” Mr. Morrison told reporters in Tasmania on Monday. 

 
ENSURE HASSLE-FREE LOANS, FM TELLS BANKS 
SBI chief Khara promises to roll out a fully digitised, ‘hassle-free’ lending 

process in two months 

 Indian banks need to become more customer-friendly and ensure hassle-free loans, Finance 

Minister Nirmala Sitharaman said on Monday, even as the chief of the country’s largest lender 

SBI promised to roll out a fully digital loan application system in two months to ease 

borrowers’ lot. 

 State Bank of India (SBI) chairman Dinesh Khara, who was part of the audience at an industry 

interaction with the Minister on the Union Budget in the commercial capital Mumbai, received 

a flurry of advice from Finance Ministry top brass on easing access to credit, after a woman 

entrepreneur flagged the need for ‘hassle-free’ loans to budding businesses like hers. Ms. 

Sitharaman directed the query to Mr. Khara, stating loans should be hassle-free for all and 

‘more so for women’. 

 “Our PM has said, in Mudra and Swanidhi [schemes], where the poorest of the poor are 

involved, he told banks: ‘look I am the security behind them, don’t ask for any security, give 

them the loans they want’. And actually, the performance on servicing of those loans has been 

good,” she said. 
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 “Often for start-ups, more than loans, equity is required and we are more than happy to support 

with loans provided they have the equity,” Mr. Khara initially noted. 

 “What is being done now is to make it digital end-to-end so that hassle-free loans are addressed, 

right from the filing of the application to the decision-making via digital means. That will make 

life easier; it should be ready in two months or so,” he said. 

 

‘BLAND REACTION’ 

 Remarking that the SBI chief’s initial reaction was ‘very bland’, Ms. Sitharaman said there was 

‘no harm’, “but banks will have to be a lot more customer-friendly, not to the extent of taking 

adverse risks that you don’t need to take, but you need to be a lot more friendly towards 

customers.” 

 Mr. Khara said: “My situation is that in one quarter, the underutilisation of the working capital 

limit has come down by around 900 basis points, and still at that level, the underutilisation of 

working capital is still as high as 52%”. The bank, he said, had set a benchmark of loans up to 

₹5 crore to be processed ‘hassle-free’. 

 On lending to MSMEs, Mr. Khara said credit based on balance sheets posed challenges, and 

lending could be more ‘hassle-free’ if lenders had access to credible cash flows instead. This, 

the SBI chief said, could raise credit growth in the segment to the 16% level seen in retail loans, 

where credit scores had made lending easier. 

 

THE CRISIS IN UKRAINE’S DONBASS REGION 
Why are the regions of Donetsk and Luhansk critical in the Ukraine-Russia stand-

off? Will the provisions in the Minsk agreement offer a solution? 

 The story so far: As tensions spiral between Russia and the West over Ukraine, the rebel-

held self-declared Donetsk and Luhansk People's Republics (DNR/DPR and LNR/LPR) 

in Eastern Ukraine have started evacuating civilians to the Rostov region in Russia 

claiming an impending Ukrainian military offensive. 

 They have also declared a full military mobilisation. Shelling is going on even in civilian areas 

between Ukrainian soldiers and Russia-backed rebels; in response, Russia has extended 

military exercises on Ukraine’s northern borders. The Chairman of the Russian Duma, 

Vyacheslav Volodin has already said that Russia is ready to protect its citizens in DNR and 

LNR if their lives are in danger. Moscow is paying everyone arriving from the Donbass 10,000 

roubles and giving them refuge. It is also fastpacking passports for people from the region. 

Meanwhile, the Duma has requested President Putin to initiate proceedings for recognising the 

independence of the DNR and LPR. Allegations are flying thick and fast with the rebels and 

Russia accusing Ukraine of carrying out a genocide against the Russian-speaking population 

in these regions and Ukraine and the West claiming that Russia is manufacturing a crisis as a 

pretext to invade Ukraine. 

 

HOW DID THE CRISIS START? 

 The Donbass region, comprising the Donetsk and Luhansk oblasts of Ukraine, has been at the 

centre of the conflict since March 2014 when Moscow invaded and annexed the Crimean 

Peninsula. In April, pro-Russia rebels began seizing territory (with Russia supporting them 

through hybrid warfare) in Eastern Ukraine and in May 2014, the rebels in the Donetsk and 

Luhansk regions held a referendum to declare independence from Ukraine. Since then, these 

predominantly Russian speaking regions (more than 70% speak Russian) within Ukraine have 

been witnessing shelling and skirmishes between the rebels and Ukrainian forces leading to the 

loss of over 14,000 lives by most estimates, creating around 1.5 million registered Internally 

Displaced Persons (IDPs) and destruction of the local economy. What has changed now is that 

the shelling has intensified since last October when Russia began amassing troops along the 

borders with Ukraine. If the situation in the Donbass escalates, the possibility of a war cannot 
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be dismissed. One way to prevent the outbreak of a war would be to implement the Minsk 

agreements immediately, as Russia has suggested. 

 

WHAT ARE THE MINSK AGREEMENTS? 

 There are two Minsk agreements, Minsk 1 and Minsk 2, named after the Belarussian capital 

Minsk where the talks were held. Minsk 1 was written in September 2014 by the Trilateral 

Contact Group on Ukraine, i.e. Ukraine, Russia, and the Organization for Security and Co-

operation in Europe (OSCE) with mediation by France and Germany in the so-called 

Normandy Format. 

Under Minsk 1, 

Ukraine and the 

Russia-backed rebels 

agreed on a 12-point 

ceasefire deal, which 

included prisoner 

exchanges, delivery of 

humanitarian 

assistance, and the 

withdrawal of heavy 

weapons. However, 

due to violations by 

both sides, the 

agreement did not last 

long. 

 Following this, as the 

rebels moved further 

into Ukraine, in 

February 2015, 

representatives of 

Russia, Ukraine, the 

Organisation for 

Security and 

Cooperation in Europe 

(OSCE) and the leaders 

of Donetsk and 

Luhansk signed a 13-

point agreement , now 

known as the Minsk 2 

accord. The new agreement had provisions for an immediate cease-fire, withdrawal of heavy 

weaponry, OSCE monitoring, dialogue on interim self-government for Donetsk and Luhansk, 

in accordance with Ukrainian law, and acknowledgement of special status by parliament, 

pardon and amnesty for fighters, exchange of hostages and prisoners, humanitarian aid, 

constitutional reform in Ukraine including decentralisation, with specific mention of Donetsk 

and Luhansk, elections in Donetsk and Luhansk, withdrawal of foreign armed formations, 

military equipment, mercenaries, full Ukrainian Government control throughout the conflict 

zone and calls to Ukraine to restore control of state borders, etc. 

 However, these provisions have not been implemented because of what is popularly known as 

the ‘Minsk Conundrum’. This essentially means that Ukraine and Russia have contradictory 

interpretations about the agreement, particularly about when each part of the agreement is to 

be fulfilled. Russia believes that the agreement means that Ukraine has to grant the Russia-

backed rebels in Donbas comprehensive autonomy and representation in the central 

Government, effectively giving Russia a veto over Ukraine’s foreign policy. Only when this is 

done is Russia ready to hand over control of the Russia-Ukraine border to Ukraine. Ukraine, 
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on the other hand, feels that Minsk 2 allows it to first re-establish control over Donbas, then 

give it control of the Russia-Ukraine border, elections in the Donbas, and a limited devolution 

of power to the rebels —in that sequence. So, Minsk-2 is ambiguous. 

 While Ukraine believes the accord supports its sovereignty fully, Russia believes it only gives 

Ukraine limited sovereignty. Thus, the Minsk 2 agreement has been rightly criticised for being 

too hastily drafted, ambiguous and contradictory, making it difficult to implement. Moreover, 

the fact is that Ukraine has been reluctant to implement it for fear of Balkanisation of the 

country as other regions might also come up with such demands and because any Government 

which agrees to the kind of autonomy for LPR and DPR that Russia wants will lose domestic 

support. Russia, on the other hand, wants it to be implemented because it will guarantee 

protection of the Russian minority and Russian language and culture while increasing its 

leverage over Ukraine. Its fears about this are justified to some extent because in 2014, the new 

Ukrainian government had banned Russian as an official language despite almost 30% of its 

population being native Russian speakers. 

 

CAN IMPLEMENTING THE MINSK AGREEMENT AVERT WAR? 

 One of the principal demands Russia has made of the West is the immediate implementation 

of the Minsk 2 agreement. 

 While the agreement is far from ideal, it could be a baseline from which a diplomatic solution 

to the current crisis could be found and reviving it could be the ‘only path on which peace can 

be built’ as French President Emmanuel Macron has said. 

 For Ukraine, it could help it gain control over its borders and end the threat of a Russian 

invasion for the time being, while for Russia it could be a way to ensure that Ukraine never 

becomes a part of NATO and ensure that Russian language and culture are protected under a 

new federal Constitution in Ukraine. 

 However, there could be very prolonged negotiations on the type of autonomy the LNR and 

DPR could get. The latest news about a Biden-Putin summit followed by talks among all 

relevant parties, might just be the start to dialling back this crisis which could otherwise escalate 

into a cataclysmic war. 

 

A RED PEN MOMENT FOR CORPORATE 

GOVERNANCE 
Convulsions of outrage after episodes such as the NSE affair are pointless; 

significant institutional reform is a must 

 Over the past 10 days, the revelations about the functioning of the National Stock Exchange 

(NSE) during the tenure of Chitra Ramkrishna as Managing Director and Chief Executive 

Officer (CEO) have had people shaking their heads in disbelief. The savvy head of one of the 

world’s largest bourses taking guidance on organisational matters from a Himalayan yogi? 

 

THE DAMAGE IS HUGE 

 In his order, Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) board member Ananta Barua 

makes short work of Ms. Ramkrishna’s contention that there was no danger of any damage 

being caused to NSE as the yogi in question is a ‘spiritual force’. He remarks with grim 

sarcasm, “I note that there is no exception in the Regulations or the SEBI Act or SCRA 

[Securities Contracts (Regulations) Act], that confidential information of the stock exchange 

may be shared with a spiritual force.” It may be that, in this instance, the NSE did not suffer 

any financial costs through the leakage of confidential information. But the reputational 

damage caused to the NSE and to India’s capital markets is huge. 

 Sharing confidential information was one serious lapse on the part of Ms. Ramkrishna. Mr. 

Barua’s order highlights others. Ms. Ramkrishna appointed an individual, Anand Subramanian, 
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first as chief strategic adviser and, next, as group operating officer without following due 

process. 

 Mr. Subramanian lacked the credentials for the job, the position was not advertised and Mr. 

Subramanian was interviewed solely by Ms. Ramkrishna. He was recruited on a salary that was 

more than 10 times what he last drew and his salary was frequently revised without any 

evaluation being recorded. 

 Mr. Subramanian was hired as a consultant and progressively given operational powers until 

he became virtual second-in-command in the NSE hierarchy. Ms. Ramkrishna ensured he was 

not designated as a key management person as that would have meant bringing Mr. 

Subramanian within the ambit of regulation. 

 

MANAGERIAL WRONGDOING 

 Clearly, there was managerial misconduct at NSE. That is no surprise; managerial misconduct 

is a global phenomenon. That is why we need checks on management such as an effective 

board of directors. The bigger problem is that the board of NSE has been found wanting. 

 Mr. Barua documents the board’s lapses. After the board was informed about the irregularities 

in Mr. Subramanian’s appointment, it discussed the matter but chose to keep the discussions 

out of the minutes on grounds of confidentiality and the sensitivity of the matter. Second, 

despite being aware of Ms. Ramkrishna’s transgressions, it allowed her to resign and on 

generous terms instead of taking action against her. Third, the Public Interest Directors (PIDs) 

failed to keep SEBI informed about the goings-on at the NSE. 

 How did all this happen and how could it have gone on for so long? The answers lie in the 

culture of the corporate world and the board room. 

 In the corporate world, much is forgiven on grounds of performance. When a performing CEO 

chooses to unduly favour a particular individual or individuals, boards see that as a forgivable 

infirmity. Considerations of equity or fairness do not trouble boards unduly — it is a mercy if 

breaches of regulation do. 

 

THE PROBLEM IS STRUCTURAL 

 The NSE ushered in a revolution at India’s stock exchanges. It rakes in enormous profits. In 

such a situation, boards would tend to think they can live with a degree of nepotism and other 

human failings in the CEO. ‘She’s doing a great job, she’s entitled to pick her team.’ Such an 

attitude may pass muster at your typical private sector company. Not so in a public institution 

which is a Market Infrastructure Institution (MII) because it amounts to a violation of 

regulations. The board of an MII must tell itself that there is little margin for error. 

 As for dysfunctional or ineffective boards, these remain the norm despite numerous 

regulations, seminars and papers over the past four decades. The issue is not the credentials of 

board members or their domain expertise. Few boards can match the set of luminaries who sat 

on the board of the NSE. The SEBI order says that these very luminaries failed to measure up. 

 The problem is structural. It has to do partly with the way board members are selected and 

partly with the absence of penalties where directors do not live up to their mandate. Board 

members are selected by top management (or, in India, by the promoter who is also top 

management). In leading companies and institutions, board memberships are lucrative, 

prestigious and carry attractive perks. Board members have every incentive to nod their heads 

to whatever the management wants done. 

 To challenge management is to ensure that one’s term is not renewed. It also means 

antagonising one’s colleagues on the board, not just the top management. The dissenting board 

member becomes an outcast on the board — he will find it difficult to make conversation over 

lunch. In the closed club from which board members are drawn, word spreads that the dissenter 

is a ‘trouble maker’. Other boards will be reluctant to touch him. 
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 As long as the top management selects all board members or can influence their selection, there 

is little hope of any active challenge to management. If we are to bring about meaningful 

change, we need to bring in diversity in the selection of board members. 

 The top management must be allowed to choose not more than 50% of the independent 

directors. The rest must be chosen by various other stakeholders — financial institutions, 

banks, small shareholders, employees, etc. Then, we will have independent directors who are 

not beholden to the top management for their jobs. They will be accountable, not to the top 

management, but to stakeholders who have appointed them. 

 Once that happens, the dynamics of the boardroom can be expected to change. Of course, we 

cannot be certain it will. At the NSE, there were five PIDs who were required to keep SEBI 

informed about any untoward happenings. They failed to do so. All we can say is that where 

independent directors are chosen by diverse stakeholders, there is at least the theoretical 

possibility of directors challenging the top management. 

 

ISSUE OF ACCOUNTABILITY 

 A second thing that needs to happen is holding board members accountable for lapses. In the 

NSE case, SEBI has penalised Ravi Narain who happened to be vice chairman. Mr. Narain has 

made the point that there is no reason why he should be singled out as the board of NSE was 

collectively responsible. 

 Regulators act against directors where there is financial malfeasance. They seldom act where 

there are breaches of regulation as in the present instance. This must change. Regulators must 

penalise errant directors through a whole range of instruments — strictures, financial penalties, 

removal from boards and a permanent ban from board membership. 

 Lastly, regulators themselves must be held to account. In the NSE affair, questions have been 

asked of SEBI. For instance, why did SEBI not seek the help of the cyber police to ascertain 

the identity of the yogi? SEBI needs to explain itself. 

 We need periodic independent audits of all regulators by a panel of eminent persons. The audits 

must evaluate the regulators’ performance in relation to their objectives. The internal processes 

and governance mechanisms of regulators must be subjected to the glare of public scrutiny. It 

is vital to guard the guardians. 

 Convulsions of outrage after particular episodes will not take us very far. We need significant 

institutional reform if corporate governance is not to remain an illusion. 

 
USE INTERNATIONAL LAW, CALL OUT CHINA’S 

VIOLATIONS 
New Delhi needs to mainstream global law lexicon into its diplomatic toolkit to respond to 

Beijing’s direct challenges 

 During the recent meeting of the Foreign Ministers of the Quadrilateral Security Dialogue or 

the Quad, India’s External Affairs Minister, S. Jaishankar said that the situation at the India-

China Line of Actual Control (LAC) has arisen due to the “disregard” by China of “written 

agreements”. But what China has been doing at the LAC is not a mere “disregard”. It is a 

blatant violation of international law as part of a larger game of Chinese expansionism. Let us 

understand how. 

 

BREACH OF LAW 

 The India-China LAC engagement is guided by a series of bilateral agreements that the two 

sides have signed over the years. A central tenet of all these agreements is the complete 

proscription on the threat or use of force. For instance, a 1993 agreement between India and 

China provides that neither side shall use or threaten to use force against the other by any 

means. It further enunciates that the India-China boundary question shall be resolved through 

peaceful and friendly consultations. Likewise, Article I of the 1996 agreement on confidence-
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building measures between the two sides prohibits the use of military capability against the 

other side. The prohibition on the use of force is also enshrined in Article I and Article VIII of 

the 2005 and 2013 agreements, respectively. States being forbidden from using force in 

international relations is a cardinal rule of international law codified in Article 2(4) of the 

United Nations (UN) Charter. The UN Charter recognises two exceptions to this rule — self-

defence under Article 51 and UN Security Council authorisation under Chapter VII of the 

Charter. 

 The June 15, 2020 military scuffle between India and China in Galwan, that led to the deaths 

of 20 Indian soldiers, was a clear case of China using military force against India. This Chinese 

aggression not only violates all the bilateral treaties between India-China but also the UN 

Charter. Moreover, the Galwan military showdown was not an isolated incident. Since then, a 

muscular and assertive China and its belligerence toward India has continued unabated through 

multiple transgressions at the LAC. China has backed these transgressions by other 

developments such as implementing a new border law that renames several places in Arunachal 

Pradesh and aims to set up boundary markers on all its land borders. The LAC transgressions 

and the new border law violate Article IX of the 2005 agreement that mandates both sides to 

“strictly respect and observe” the LAC, pending a final solution to the boundary question. 

 Furthermore, there are disconcerting reports of a huge military build-up by China with heavy 

weaponry including missiles in the Eastern Ladakh Sector. This amassing of armed forces 

along the LAC unabashedly breaches another key tenet of both the 1993 and the 1996 

agreements. This relates to both countries reducing or limiting military forces along the LAC. 

Article III of the 1996 agreement specifically requires the two sides to reduce armaments such 

as combat tanks and vehicles, missiles, and mortars and big mortar guns. China has not 

complied with these legal requirements, instigating India to beef up its military deployment. 

 

WEAPONISING GLOBAL LAW 

 China’s bellicosity towards India, exhibiting complete violation of international law, fits in the 

larger pattern of China’s conception of rule of law. Known as the ‘socialist rule of law with 

Chinese characteristics’, China views law as an instrument in the service of the state or, more 

precisely, the Chinese Communist Party (CCP). This is diametrically opposed to the rule of 

law theory in liberal democracies where law’s function is to constrain unbridled state power. 

Internationally, there are several examples of China weaponising international law to further 

the will of the CCP. 

 First, China fervently denounced a 2016 ruling in favour of the Philippines by an arbitration 

tribunal under the aegis of the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), in a maritime 

dispute between the two sides in the South China Sea. 

 Second, although China claims to be a defender of the international trade law regime at the 

World Trade Organization, the fact is that it has ingeniously exploited the system to pursue its 

policy of mercantilism by hiding behind a non-transparent and complex economic system. It is 

accused of providing illegal subsidies, manipulating currency to make exports competitive, 

stealing intellectual property, and forcing companies to transfer technology. 

 Third, as American scholar Orde F. Kittrie writes in his book, Lawfare: Law as a Weapon of 

War, China “has a long history of gaming the international legal system by entering into legally 

binding nuclear nonproliferation obligations with which its rivals (including the United States, 

Japan, and South Korea) tend to comply while [China] secretly violates these obligations by 

providing nuclear technology to its allies, often through proxies”. 

 In the case of India, China uses the sovereignty argument to cover up its barefaced illegalities. 

The Chinese unethical legal warfare or lawfare is aimed at hamstringing the opponents without 

actually fighting a war. 

 This practice of weaponising international law sours relations between countries, generating 

an atmosphere of distrust. 
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INDIA’S LAWFARE 

 New Delhi should develop its strategy of ethical lawfare by mainstreaming international law 

lexicon into its diplomatic toolkit to respond to Beijing’s challenge. Rather than pussyfooting 

around, India should make a strong legal case by painstakingly marshalling all the international 

treaties, including the UN Charter and customary international law, at every forum to call out 

China’s illegal actions. An unequivocal proclamation should be made at all international 

platforms that India reserves the right to act in self-defence under Article 51 of the UN Charter 

to counter any Chinese misadventure. Enacting a national security law aimed at imposing 

restrictions or sanctions of various kinds (trade, economic, military) on those countries with 

whom India shares a land border can be an option. The purpose of India’s lawfare should be to 

ably demonstrate to the world that China’s international law violations pose a threat to the 

entire international community — not just India. 

 There is no gainsaying that for India, a liberal global order dominated by American 

exceptionalism, notwithstanding its flaws, is a lesser evil than a world order subjugated by 

Chinese exceptionalism that strikes at the heart of cherished liberal democratic values. 

 

 

IMPORTANT MCQ 

1.Which Indian telecom company has joined the global SEA-ME-WE-6 

undersea cable consortium? 

A) Airtel  B) BSNL  C) Vodafone-Idea  D) Reliance Jio 

Option A 

Explanation:Telecom operator Bharti Airtel Ltd has announced that it has 

joined the SEA-ME-WE-6 undersea cable consortium, in a bid to scale up its 

high speed global network capacity and serve India’s fast growing digital 

economy. SEA-ME-WE-6 stands for South East Asia–Middle East–Western 

Europe 6. 

 

2.World Thinking Day is observed every year on which day? 

A) February 21  B) Last Tuesday of February 

C) February 22  D) Third Monday of February 

Option C 

Explanation:World Thinking Day, originally known as Thinking Day, is 

celebrated annually on 22 February by all Girl Guides / Girl Scouts, and 

World Association of Girl Guides and Girl Scouts (WAGGGS) worldwide. 

 

3.India’s first Biosafety level-3 containment mobile laboratory has been 

inaugurated in which city? 

A) Surat  B) Nashik  C) Ujjain  D) Kolkata 

Option B 

Explanation:Union Minister of State for Health and Family Welfare Bharati 

Pravin Pawar inaugurated India’s first Biosafety level-3 containment mobile 

laboratory in Nashik, Maharashtra. 

 

4.The Indian Air Force (IAF) is participating in exercise Eastern Bridge-VI 

in 2022 with which country at Air Force Station Jodhpur? 

A) Oman  B) France  C) Sri Lanka  D) Bangladesh 
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Option A 

Explanation:The Indian Air Force (IAF) and Royal Air Force of Oman 

(RAFO) have organised bilateral air exercise named Eastern Bridge-VI from 

February 21 to 25, 2022 at Air Force Station Jodhpur in Rajasthan.Eastern 

Bridge-VI is the sixth edition of the exercise. 

 

5.Which Indian Power company has recently partnered with Germany-

based RWE Renewable GmbH to explore potential for a joint development 

of offshore wind projects in India? 

A) NTPC Ltd.  B) Tata Power   

C) Adani Power  D) JSW Energy 

Option B 

Explanation: Tata Power has collaborated with Germany-based RWE 

Renewable GmbH, to explore potential for a joint development of offshore 

wind projects in India. 

 

6.Who has been honoured with the Outstanding Contribution To Film 

Industry award at the Dadasaheb Phalke International Film Festival 

Awards 2022? 

A) Mumtaz   B) Waheeda Rehman 

C) Asha Parekh  D) Hema Malini 

Option C 

Explanation:Outstanding Contribution To Film Industry – Asha Parekh 

 

7.Which Indian PSU has bagged the honour of ‘India’s Most Trusted Public 

Sector Company’ award at the Energy Meet 2022 & Excellence Awards of 

ASSOCHAM? 

A) Coal India Limited     B) NTPC Limited 

C) Oil and Natural Gas Corporation  D) Indian Oil Corporation 

Option A 

Explanation:State-run Maharatna Coal PSU, Coal India Limited (CIL), has 

been awarded the ‘India’s Most Trusted Public Sector Company’ award at 

the Energy Meet 2022 & Excellence Awards of ASSOCHAM (The 

Associated Chambers of Commerce & Industry). The award was received 

by Coal India Chairman Mr. Pramod Agarwal during a ceremony held in 

Kolkata. 

 

8.Who is the author of the book ‘A History of Sriniketan: Rabindranath 

Tagore’s Pioneering Work in Rural Construction’? 

A) Tulsi Chakraborty  B) Subrata Mitra 

C) Subir Banerjee  D) Uma Das Gupta 

Option D 

Explanation:The biography of Nobel laureate Rabindranath Tagore titled 

“A History of Sriniketan: Rabindranath Tagore’s Pioneering Work in Rural 
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Construction”, written by historian and Tagore biographer Uma Das Gupta 

has been released. 

 

9.Indian tennis star Manika Batra has been roped in as the brand 

ambassador of which sportswear brand recently? 

A) Puma  B) Adidas  C) Reebok  D) Nike 

Option B 

Explanation:India’s top table tennis player, Manika Batra has been roped 

in as the brand ambassador of the sportswear brand Adidas. 

 

10. Noted freedom fighter and Gandhian social worker, Shakuntala 

Choudhary has passed away. She hailed from which state? 

A) Gujarat  B) Uttar Pradesh  C) Tamil Nadu D) Assam 

Option D 

Explanation:Noted freedom fighter and Gandhian social worker, 

Shakuntala Choudhary has passed away. She was 102-year-old. She was 

popularly known as ‘Shakuntala Baideo’.Choudhary hailed from Kamrup 

in Assam and was known for her commitment and devotion to the 

popularization of the Gandhian way of life. She worked for the wellbeing of 

villagers, especially women and children. 

 

11.With the conclusion of the 2022 Winter Olympics in Beijing, which 

country has been handed over the Presidency to host the 2026 Winter 

Olympics? 

A) Italy  B) UAE  C) Russia  D) Germany 

Option A 

Explanation:The Presidency of the Games was formally handed-over to 

Milan and Cortina d’Ampezzo, in Italy, to host the 2026 Winter Olympics. 


