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INDIA SENDS FIRST BATCH OF AID TO 
AFGHANISTAN 
It marks an end to months of bureaucratic wrangling between 
Islamabad and New Delhi 

 Foreign Secretary Harsh Shringla flagged off a convoy of 50 trucks carrying 2500 
tonnes of wheat as humanitarian aid for Afghanistan at the India-Pakistan integrated 
checkpost (ICP) on Tuesday, the first of about 1,000 truckloads which will head for 
Jalalabad over the next few weeks. 

 The wheat is expected to be sent across Afghanistan to help people deal with the crisis 
caused by food shortage and an economic collapse after the Taliban takeover of 
Kabul. 

 The assistance was made “in response to appeals made by the United Nations for 
humanitarian assistance to Afghanistan”, the Ministry of External Affairs said. 

 Traders and truckers in Amritsar also welcomed the trans-shipment, which is taking 
place after being suspended for nearly three years, and expressed the hope that the 
opening for Afghan aid would also lead to a reopening of India and Pakistan trade, 
whose closure has caused massive economic losses in the border town. 
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 “The wheat assistance will be delivered in multiple consignments and will be handed 
over to the United Nations World Food Program (WFP) in Jalalabad, Afghanistan,” an 
MEA statement said 

 World Food Program Country Director Bishaw Parajuli, who had helped complete the 
negotiations with India, and Afghan Ambassador Farid Mamundzay were also present 
at the ceremony. According to officials, the wheat, procured by the Food Corporation 
of India (FCI), has been specially “double bagged” to protect it from contamination 
along the 500-km journey from Attari to Jalalabad, and then to other centres for 
distribution. 

 The wheat shipment, which was packed in special bags stamped “Gift from the people 
of India to the people of Afghanistan”, marks an end to months of bureaucratic 
wrangles between New Delhi and Islamabad. The consignment had been originally 
offered to the Taliban leadership in October 2021, but was held up due to objections 
from Pakistan. 

 Once Pakistan Prime Minister Imran Khan announced he would allow the trans-
shipment as an “exception”, and other permissions were secured from Islamabad, it 
was further delayed by Punjab election, and trucks from Afghanistan finally came to 
Attari on Monday to be loaded, a day after Punjab polling. Afghan trucks will ply the 
route, not Indian trucks, as per the Pakistani stipulations, and the drivers are given 
permits instead of visas by India. 

 
MOST COUNTRIES LOOKING FOR A 
DIPLOMATIC SOLUTION: JAISHANKAR 
India can talk to Russia, other countries in UN Security Council, he 
says 

 Most of the countries are looking for a diplomatic solution to the escalating Ukraine-
Russia crisis, said External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar at the Ministerial Forum for 
Cooperation in the Indo-Pacific in Paris on Tuesday. 

 Addressing the meeting, which was dominated by the Ukraine crisis, the External 
Affairs Minister said France was a “resident power” in the Indo-Pacific. 
 
COMPLEX EVENTS 

 “The situation in Ukraine is the result of a complex chain of events over the past 30 
years. Most countries, such as India or France, which is very active, are looking for a 
diplomatic solution. India can talk with Russia, with other countries in the U.N. Security 
Council and support initiatives like those of France,” Mr. Jaishankar said. 

 The quadrilateral “Quad” cooperation originally consisted of Australia, India, Japan 
and the United States, but France and the United Kingdom own overseas territories in 
the Indian Ocean and have therefore asserted their plans to be part of the Indo-Pacific 
future. 
 
EUROPEAN SECURITY 

 However, in recent weeks, Indo-Pacific has also emerged as a concept that is 
connected to European security. Indicating that concern, Mr. Jaishankar said, “Today, 
we see challenges on that score with the clarity that proximity brings. And believe me, 
distance is no insulation. The issues we confront in the Indo-Pacific will extend beyond, 
even to Europe.” 

 The External Affairs Minister also welcomed French involvement in the Indo-Pacific. 
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 “We have very close relationship with France, which is improving over time. The high 
quality of our relationship affects sensitive areas like defence, nuclear, space, etc. 
France has been a valuable partner in these areas,” Mr. Jaishankar said. 

 
CHILD WELFARE SCHEME SAW HIKE OF 390%: 
IRANI 
Rahul Gandhi had tweeted a report on share of allocation for children 
being halved in the last 10 years 

 Union Minister Smriti Irani has said that a children-centric scheme of the government 
had seen a “390%” increase in budgetary allocations since 2014. She was responding 
to a tweet by Congress leader Rahul Gandhi. 

 On Monday, Mr. Gandhi retweeted a news report on “share” of budgetary allocation 
for children for the financial year 2022-23, and commented, “Modi government has 
jeopardised India’s future by halving the budget for child welfare.” 

 Ms. Irani, Minister for Women and Child Development, responded by sharing two bar 
graphs showing an increase in allocation for some of the schemes under her Ministry. 
One graph showed an increase of “390.66%” for Mission Vatsalaya (an umbrella 
scheme for child welfare and protection) for which allocations rose from ₹300 crore in 
2013-14 to ₹1,472 crore in 2022-23. 

 Another graph showed an increase of “14.48%” for Saksham Anganwadi and Poshan 
2.0 (an umbrella scheme for nutritional development of children) for which ₹17,700 
crore was set aside in 2013-14 compared to ₹20,263 crore for the next fiscal. 

 According to separate analyses of Statement 12 of the Budget on “allocations for the 
welfare of chidren” by two non-governmental organisations — HAQ Centre for Child 
Rights and CRY, the budget set aside for children may have increased in absolute 
terms, but the size of these allocations for financial year 2022-23 as a portion of the 
entire Budget was the lowest in 11 years. 

 Statement 12 records allocations specific to children across 19 Ministries. 

 HAQ’s analysis shows that between 2012-13 and 2022-23, the size of allocation for 
children’s welfare as a portion of the entire Budget declined from 4.76% to 2.35%, or 
in other words it shrank by 50%. Allocations for child health and child development for 
fiscal year 2022-23 saw a decline of 6% and 11%, respectively. 

 
CHINA WALKS TIGHTROPE ON UKRAINE 
CRISIS 
Beijing has backed Moscow’s security concerns but also called for 
Kiev’s sovereignty to be respected 

 China’s Foreign Minister Wang Yi in a phone call with U.S. Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken on Tuesday neither endorsed nor criticised Russia’s actions but called for 
Moscow’s security concerns to be respected, underlining Beijing’s tightrope walk on 
the Ukraine crisis. China, which has close relations with Russia, has in recent weeks 
repeatedly backed Russia’s broader security concerns involving NATO, which mirror 
Beijing’s own concerns over U.S. alliances in Asia, but has also called for Ukraine’s 
sovereignty to be respected. 

 Mr. Wang told the Munich security conference on Saturday that respecting “the 
sovereignty, independence and territorial integrity of all countries” was “a basic norm 
of international relations that embodies the purposes of the UN Charter.” “It is also the 
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consistent, principled position of China. And that applies equally to Ukraine,” he said. 
Mr. Blinken, the State Department said in a very brief readout of the call, “underscored 
the need to preserve Ukraine’s sovereignty and territorial integrity.” The Chinese 
Foreign Ministry said Mr. Wang told Mr. Blinken that “the legitimate security concerns 
of any country must be respected, and the purposes and principles of the UN Charter 
must be upheld”, reflecting the middle ground that Beijing is seeking to occupy 
between Russia and the west, without backing either side. 

 He repeated his call for a return to negotiation and the Minsk agreements, which now 
remain uncertain after Russia’s latest moves. He expressed concern that the situation 
was “deteriorating”. Both Mr. Wang, and China’s UN envoy Zhang Jun, called on “all 
parties to exercise restraint” and “resolve differences through dialogue and 
negotiation” without explicitly criticising Russia’s moves, a stand that closely mirrored 
what India also said on Tuesday.  

 
RUSSIA FACES SANCTIONS AFTER PUTIN 
MOVE 
U.S. terms Russia’s troops deployment in eastern Ukraine ‘invasion’; 
West to announce new sanctions 

 Russia faced the prospect of harsh new Western sanctions on Tuesday after President 
Vladimir Putin recognised two breakaway regions in eastern Ukraine and ordered the 
deployment of troops there, deepening Western fears of a major war in Europe. 

 Ukraine said two soldiers had been killed and 12 wounded in shelling by pro-Russian 
separatists in the east in the past 24 hours, and reported new hostilities on Tuesday 
morning. 

 A military convoy of more than 100 trucks with soldiers was seen heading in the 
direction of the Ukrainian border in Russia’s Belgorod region, a witness told Reuters 
on Tuesday. Western leaders are trying to work out what Mr. Putin will do next, and 
whether Russia plans a full-scale invasion of Ukraine after massing troops near the 
borders and demanding a redrawing of security arrangements in Europe. 

 Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskiy said his country may break off diplomatic 
relations with Moscow. 
 
PARLIAMENT’S APPROVAL 

 Russia’s Parliament ratified treaties with the two separatist regions on Tuesday. It also 
approved deployment of armed forces abroad for what it described as a 
“peacekeeping mission” in the breakaway regions. The developments pushed oil 
prices to a seven-year high. 

 Mr. Putin’s announcement on Monday, and his signing of a decree on the deployment 
of Russian troops to “keep peace” in the two breakaway regions, drew international 
condemnation. 

 U.S. President Joe Biden signed an executive order to halt U.S. business activity in 
the breakaway regions. 

 The White House began referring to Russian troop deployments in eastern Ukraine as 
an “invasion” after initially hesitating to use the term — a red line that President Joe 
Biden has said would result in the U.S. levying severe sanctions against Moscow. 
Britain on Tuesday imposed sanctions against five banks and three individuals — 
Gennady Timchenko and two other billionaires with close links to Mr. Putin. 

 The EU agreed to impose new sanctions that will blacklist more politicians, lawmakers 
and officials, ban EU investors from trading in Russian State bonds, and target imports 
and exports with separatist entities. 
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 Linda Thomas-Greenfield, U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations, said the 
description of the Russian troops as peacekeepers was “nonsense”. 

 “We can, will and must stand united in our calls for Russia to withdraw its forces, return 
to the diplomatic table and work toward peace,” she told reporters after an emergency 
meeting of the White House Security Council late on Monday 

 Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov brushed off the threat of sanctions, saying the 
West would impose them regardless of events. 

 
WHAT DOES THE RECOGNITION MEAN FOR 
THE UKRAINE CRISIS? 
Putin’s move has brought the Minsk process to a dead end 

 Russian President Vladimir Putin’s decision to recognise the self-declared Donetsk 
and Luhansk republics practically brought the Minsk peace process to an end. 

 The Minsk 1 and II accords, reached in 2014 and 2015, had brought a tenuous 
ceasefire between the Russian-backed rebels in Ukraine’s Donbas region, comprising 
the Donetsk and Luhansk Oblasts, and put forward a formula for resolving the conflict. 
The civil strife in Donbas broke out after the 2014 Euromaidan protests brought down 
the pro-Russia regime of Viktor Yanukovych. Donbas, located on the Russian border 
adjoining Russia, has a majority Russian-speaking population, like Crimea, the Black 
Sea Peninsula which Russia annexed in 2014. 

 Donbas is no stranger to military conflicts. After the fall of the Russian empire, the 
region was incorporated into the newly created Ukrainian People’s Republic in 1918. 
And then came the Bolsheviks, who were fighting a civil war against the remnants of 
the old regime. Donbas became part of the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, 
created under Lenin. (In his speech on Monday, Russian President Vladimir Putin said 
modern Ukraine was “entirely created by the Bolshevik, communist Russia” and that 
“Lenin and his associates did it in a way that was extremely harsh on Russia — by 
separating, severing what is historically Russian land”). 

 During the Second World War, the Nazis took the region. Over 3,00,000 civilians were 
killed in Donbas alone during the Nazi occupation. In 1943, after defeating the Nazis 
in Stalingrad, the Red Army took Donbas back. In 1991, with the disintegration of the 
Soviet Union, the region became part of the newly-born Ukraine nation. It stayed so 
until the 2014 Euromaidan protests. 
 
MINSK ACCORDS 

 According to the Minsk II agreement, rebels were required to enforce a full ceasefire 
in the Donbas region, pull out heavy weapons and start talks on holding local elections. 
Ukraine was supposed to devolve more powers to the Donbas “republics”, introduce 
constitutional reforms codifying the decentralisation of power and announce an 
amnesty to the rebel fighters. Rebels, in turn, should allow the Ukrainian troops to 
restore control of the border with Russia. These terms were never implemented, 
mainly because Kiev (backed by Washington) was not particularly supportive of it. But 
it had at least remained a path towards peace. That path was closed on Monday when 
Russia recognised the republics. 

 Right now, rebels control only parts of the two oblasts, but they have laid claims to the 
whole region. The conflict had been frozen since the 2015 ceasefire. But now that 
Russia has recognised the regions, Mr. Putin can move troops and heavy weaponry 
to Donbas openly. Moscow has already announced that it would send “peacekeepers” 
to the republics. With Russian help, the rebels could try to push the frontlines to take 
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control of the whole of the two obalsts or even extend their reach further, as many 
have suggested, creating a land bridge from Donbas to the Russia-controlled Crimea. 

 
META’S AI SUPERCOMPUTER 
How are supercomputers changing the current technological landscape? Is 
Facebook’s latest innovation going to expand the metaverse experience? 

 The story so far: Facebook-parent Meta announced in January last week that it 
is building an AI supercomputer, the AI Research SuperCluster (RSC). The 
company said that this will be the fastest supercomputer in the world once fully 
built by mid-2022. The device is said to accelerate AI research and help in 
building the metaverse, the next major computing platform. 
 
WHAT ARE SUPERCOMPUTERS AND HOW ARE THEY DIFFERENT FROM 
NORMAL COMPUTERS? 

 A supercomputer can perform high-level processing at a faster rate when compared 
to a normal computer. Supercomputers are made up of hundreds or thousands of 
powerful machines which use better artificial intelligence (AI) models to improve 
operations that process huge amounts of data in less time than normal computers. 
They work together to perform complex operations that are not possible with normal 
computing systems, Sanjay Gupta, Vice President, and India Managing Director, NXP 
India, a global semiconductor company said to The Hindu. Supercomputers require 
high-speed and specialised chip architectures. The chip performs 660 operations per 
cycle and thus run up to 230 gigaflops at 350 MHz, Gupta said. 

 AI supercomputers are built by combining multiple graphic processing units (GPUs) 
into compute nodes, which are then connected by a high-performance network fabric 
to allow fast communication between those GPUs, Meta said in their blog. 
 
IS THE SUPERCOMPUTER MARKET GROWING? 

 The supercomputers market is limited to a few major players holding a greater share 
of the market. According to Mordor Intelligence, a market intelligence firm, some of the 
key players include HPE, Atos SE, Dell Inc., Fujitsu Corporation, IBM Corporation, 
Lenovo Inc., NEC Technologies India Private Limited etc. 

 The firm estimates the supercomputers market to grow around 9.5% during the 2022 
to 2027 period. The firm also considers the increasing use of cloud technology as one 
of the significant supercomputer market trends with supercomputing centres adopting 
the cloud, due to the growing workload. 

 The demand for data centres, AI, and ML (machine learning) among enterprises such 
as Government and educational entities, is witnessing exponential growth due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic boosting the demand for supercomputers, Mordor Intelligence 
said in a report. 

 "Today’s increase in the quantity and complexity of data means that there is an 
exponential need in terms of computing power," Arnaud Bertrand, Head of Strategy 
and Innovation, Big Data & Cybersecurity, Atos, a global technology company, said to 
The Hindu. 

 Fast processing of large scale complex data, weather forecast, studying the impact of 
climate change, predicting and managing natural disasters, advance research on 
genomes to prevent, diagnose and treat diseases, simulating car crash tests are some 
of the major areas where supercomputers are used, Bertrand said to The Hindu. 
 
WHAT IS THE RSC? 
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 Meta considers the RSC as a powerful supercomputer capable of quintillions of 
operations per second. It can perform tasks like translating text between languages 
and help identify potentially harmful content on Meta's platform. 

 The RSC, compared with Meta’s legacy production and research infrastructure, can 
run computer vision workflows up to 20 times faster, and train large-scale natural 
language processing (NLP) models three times faster. Meta estimates that a model 
with billions of parameters can finish training in three weeks, compared to the nine 
weeks it was before. 

 RSC today comprises a total of 760 NVIDIA DGX A100 systems as its compute nodes, 
for a total of 6,080 GPUs. RSC’s storage tier has 175 petabytes of Pure Storage 
FlashArray, 46 petabytes of cache storage in Penguin Computing Altus systems, and 
10 petabytes of Pure Storage FlashBlade, Meta said. 
 
WHAT ARE THE CURRENT CHALLENGES? 

 Since 2013, we have been making significant strides in AI, including self-supervised 
learning, where algorithms can learn from vast numbers of examples, Meta said in the 
blog. The company however reckons that to fully realise the benefits of advanced AI— 
self-supervised learning of various domains whether vision, speech, language —will 
require training large and complex models for critical use cases like identifying harmful 
content on Meta's platform. 

 Computer vision, for example, needs to process larger, longer videos with higher data 
sampling rates. Speech recognition needs to work well even in challenging conditions 
with a lot of background noise and needs to understand more languages, dialects, and 
accents, Meta said. The company therefore decided that the best way to accelerate 
progress was to design a new computing infrastructure, RSC. 

 There are very large-scale scientific problems that need the right level of depth, 
accuracy and speed, like modelling all the climate change phenomena, which cannot 
be handled with the current generation of supercomputers, Bertrand said. 
 
WHAT CHANGES CAN THE RSC BRING ABOUT? 

 Meta said that RSC will help its researchers build better AI models that can learn from 
trillions of examples, work across hundreds of different languages, seamlessly analyse 
text, images and video together, power real-time voice translations to large groups of 
people speaking different languages so that they can collaborate on a research project 
or play an AR game together, and develop new augmented reality tools. 

 Researchers will be able to train the largest models needed to develop advanced AI 
for computer vision, speech recognition, Meta said. 
 
WHAT IS THE ROLE OF SUPERCOMPUTERS AND RSC IN THE METAVERSE? 

 "The AI supercomputers will help build the foundation of metaverse to create artificial-
intelligence agents in that environment for rich user interaction mimicking the real 
world and provide high-performance computing to specific tasks," Gupta said to The 
Hindu. 

 Meta reckons that RSC will pave the way toward building technologies for the 
metaverse where AI-driven applications and products will play an important role. 

 RSC can keep people safe in the metaverse through its training models that can detect 
harmful content faster than earlier systems, Meta said in the blog. 

 
EXAMINING THE RUSSIA-CHINA AXIS 
What will be the relationship between Russia and China vis-a-vis developments in 
Ukraine? How has their alliance grown over the past years? 
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 The story so far: Russian President Vladimir Putin’s visit to China this month, 
as well as the Ukraine crisis, have turned the spotlight on Russia’s relations with 
China. Many in the west have blamed the Russia-China axis for emboldening 
Moscow’s recent moves and ensuring it will not be completely isolated in the 
face of western sanctions. At the same time, Beijing has found itself walking a 
tightrope in its response and has so far stopped short of endorsing Russia’s 
actions. Does the Russia-China relationship, for all its undeniable closeness, 
have its limits? 
 
WHAT EXPLAINS THE CURRENT STATE OF RUSSIA-CHINA RELATIONS? 

 Last year, Russia’s Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov described relations as the “best in 
their entire history”. This wasn’t hyperbole, he was keen to underline, but a “a well-
deserved and fair assessment.” Presidents Vladimir Putin and Xi Jinping have met 38 
times (in person and virtually) since 2013. Their last meeting, in Beijing in early 
February where Mr. Putin was attending the opening of the Winter Olympics, produced 
an ambitious and sweeping joint statement, as well as a number of energy deals, that 
underlined the strategic, ideological, and commercial impulses driving the relationship. 

 On the strategic front, the statement said “new inter-State relations between Russia 
and China are superior to political and military alliances of the Cold War era.” It added 
that the relationship “has no limits” and “there are no forbidden areas of cooperation”. 
It underlined how far ties had come between two neighbours that have had, to put it 
mildly, up-and-downs. For the new People’s Republic of China, the Soviet Union was 
the most important source of financial and technological support. But the early 
honeymoon period was followed by the Sino-Soviet split over ideology as well as a 
border dispute. After the collapse of the Soviet Union — an event that China’s 
Communist Party leadership continues to study with great interest — both neighbours 
worked to settle their border. Booming trade ties then followed. 

 The biggest factor behind their current closeness is their shared discomfort with the 
U.S. and its allies. The joint statement this month emphasised that point, with China 
supporting Russia in “opposing further enlargement of NATO and calling on the North 
Atlantic Alliance to abandon its ideological cold war approaches” and Russia echoing 
China’s opposition to “the formation of closed bloc structures and opposing camps in 
the Asia-Pacific region and the negative impact of the United States' Indo-Pacific 
strategy.” China, for its part, said it was “sympathetic to and supports the proposals 
put forward by the Russian Federation to create long-term legally binding security 
guarantees in Europe”. Russia returned the favour, saying it “reaffirms support for the 
One-China principle, confirms that Taiwan is an inalienable part of China, and opposes 
any forms of independence of Taiwan.” In short, both have the other’s backs on key 
strategic issues. 

 This has been reflected in growing military closeness. China in 2014 became the first 
foreign buyer of the S-400 missile defence system, which India has also purchased 
(although there have been reported delays in delivery for reasons unknown). Their 
joint exercises have also grown in scope. Last year, a third "joint strategic air patrol” 
over the East China Sea was described by Chinese military commentator Song 
Zhongping as “a practical action to warn some countries outside the region and some 
neighbouring countries, like AUKUS and Quad, not to stir up trouble.” There is also 
the ideological binding glue in shared opposition to what both countries described this 
month as the west’s “attempts to impose their own democratic standards on other 
countries” and “interference” by the west on human rights issues. 

 Commercial ties have also been growing. Two-way trade last year was up 35% to 
$147 billion, driven largely by Chinese energy imports. Russia is China’s largest 
source of energy imports and second largest source of crude oil, the Communist Party-
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run Global Times reported in January, with energy set to account for 35% of trade in 
2022. China has been Russia’s biggest trading partner for 12 consecutive years and 
accounts for close to 20% of Russia’s total foreign trade (Russia, on the other hand, 
accounts for 2% of China’s trade). But Russia is, for China, a key market for project 
contracts besides energy supplies. 

 Chinese companies signed construction project deals worth $5 billion last year — for 
the third straight year — according to China’s Ministry of Commerce. 
 
HOW HAS CHINA RESPONDED TO THE UKRAINE CRISIS? 

 Given these deep trade linkages, China does not want instability (or, for that matter, a 
spurt in energy prices). That was the message from Foreign Minister Wang Yi on 
February 19, when he told the security conference in Munich that “the sovereignty, 
independence and territorial integrity of all countries should be respected and 
safeguarded.” “This is a basic norm of international relations that embodies the 
purposes of the UN Charter,” he said. “It is also the consistent, principled position of 
China. And that applies equally to Ukraine.” 

 Mr. Wang also outlined China’s preferred resolution to the current crisis, which, he 
said, was a diplomatic solution and a return to the Minsk agreement. Only two days 
later, that agreement was left in tatters after President Putin ordered troops into two 
rebel-controlled areas (he called them “peacekeepers”) and decided to recognise the 
“people’s republics” of Donetsk and Luhansk. That, in of itself, showed China’s limited 
influence. Mr. Putin did, however, wait for the Winter Olympics to conclude on 
February 20 out of possible deference to Chinese sensitivities before making his 
move. 
 
WHAT ARE THE IMPLICATIONS FOR INDIA AND THE REST OF THE WORLD? 

 China has repeatedly underlined that it is sympathetic to Russia’s concerns on NATO, 
which mirror its own opposition to America’s allies in the Indo-Pacific (Chinese 
strategists have repeatedly called the Quad an “Asian NATO”, a label which its 
members reject). 

 On the possibility of Russia now coming under heavy sanctions, the Global Times said 
this week that “under this backdrop, close cooperation between China and Russia on 
energy, trade, finance and science and technology is all the more important.” “As 
strategic back-to-back fraternal partners, China is obliged to bolster Russia in time of 
need,” the newspaper said. “And, thanks to consistent support from China, the 
Russian economy has become increasingly resilient following years of sanctions 
imposed by the U.S. and other Western developed countries. A strong economy will 
back up Moscow to deflect ruthless economic coercion from the U.S..” Yet China’s 
capacities to do so, given its own domestic economic challenges, are in truth limited. 

 Strategists in the west and in India have often questioned the robustness of the 
relationship as well as Russia’s possible unease at being the “junior partner” and 
increasingly beholden to Chinese interests. But are there any signs of a divide that 
can be exploited (as Nixon did five decades ago)? 

 The evidence suggests no, and at least in the near-term, New Delhi should expect 
Sino-Russian closeness to continue, which poses its own challenges for India and how 
it navigates the three-way dynamic amid the worst period in relations with China in 
more than three decades, even as Russia remains a key defence partner. 

 This is not, however, an entirely new situation, as the historian Srinath Raghavan 
reminds us, on how the Soviet Union responded to China’s attack on India in 1962. 
“The Chinese had sounded out the Russians,” he writes in his book The Most 
Dangerous Place: A History of the United States in South Asia, “and got a wink and a 
nod from Nikita Khrushchev.” 
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REGULATION, NOT PROHIBITION 
The online skill gaming industry hopes that a reform-oriented policy 
structure will soon be in place 

 The Karnataka High Court’s verdict on February 14 declaring as unconstitutional 
certain provisions of the Karnataka Police (Amendment) Act, 2021, which prohibited 
and criminalised the offering and playing of online games, is the third significant judicial 
validation for the sector in the last seven months. This decision comes close on the 
heels of verdicts by the Madras and Kerala High Courts. All three High Courts have 
reaffirmed the Supreme Court jurisprudence that games of skill and games of chance 
(gambling) are two distinct legal concepts of constitutional significance, and that the 
former are legitimate business activities protected under our fundamental rights. 
 
BANS DESPITE PRECEDENTS 

 The Stare Decisis goes back to the famous Chamarbaugwala cases (The State Of 
Bombay v. R.M.D. Chamarbaugwala and R.M.D. Chamarbaugwalla v. The Union Of 
India), wherein the apex court held that in any game, if the element of skill is dominant 
over the element of chance (a yardstick known as the preponderance test), it is a game 
of skill and cannot be construed as gambling. Over the years, using this standard, the 
Supreme Court and various High Courts have held several games including rummy, 
fantasy sports, bridge, chess and horse racing to be games of skill. This position is 
also reflected in the Gambling Acts of most State governments, which often state: 
‘Nothing in this act shall apply to any game of mere skill’. 

 However, a few years ago, southern States started banning any game played for 
stakes, without making a distinction between games of skill and games of chance. 
Telangana, Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Kerala and more recently Karnataka came 
with their respective embargoes. These decisions were appealed against, and the 
High Courts in the latter three States set aside the ban decisions as unconstitutional. 
The matters are sub judice in Telangana and Andhra Pradesh. 

 Despite clear precedents of the Supreme Court and the various High Courts, why did 
these State governments issue these bans? One persistent argument is that the 
Chamarbaugwala cases, which go back to the 1950s, are outdated now; that 
technology has progressed significantly and most games are played online. The 
Madras and Kerala High Courts have held that games of skill do not metamorphise 
into games of chance if played online. The Karnataka High Court has gone a step 
further and held that it is fallacious to argue that Chamarbaugwala jurisprudence 
needs a relook, because it has been reaffirmed by a series of Supreme Court and High 
Court decisions since then. 

 The courts have also held that the government’s argument that exposure to games of 
skill is leading to certain social evils such as addiction and financial distress is only 
anecdotal. It is pertinent that the courts have objected to the total ban of the sector 
and have left it to the governments to effectively regulate it. The online skill gaming 
industry too has urged the respective State governments to regulate the sector and 
come out with a policy structure that is based on checks and balances. A blanket ban 
is not only arbitrary, but also leads to untoward situations such as proliferation of illegal 
syndicates. 
 
REFORM-ORIENTED POLICY STRUCTURE 

 With the judicial validation, as well as Central government in the Union Budget 
announcing that an Animation, Visual Effect, Gaming and Comics promotion task force 
will be set up, it is important that the State governments work towards introducing a 
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reform-oriented policy structure in this sunrise sector which has immense investment, 
revenue-generating potential, and creates employment. The sector currently employs 
40,000 people. Gaming also has multiplier benefits to several sectors that have been 
identified as focus areas by the Government of India, including semiconductors, 
telecom, fintech and animation/graphics. 

 Another positive economic dimension is that the sector has received massive foreign 
investment. In the last five years, the online gaming sector has received around $1,700 
million in venture capital and private equity. Global investors feel confident about the 
sector not only because of India’s favourable macro-economic and demographic 
indicators, but also because of unequivocal jurisprudence that differentiates games of 
skill from gambling. An attempt by some State governments to sidestep or ignore the 
judicial decisions may not only be impractical, but may also send a poor message to 
the international investor community about governments in India not respecting the 
sanctity of the judiciary. Having repeatedly won judicial validation, the online skill 
gaming industry and its investors hope that situation this time is different, and the 
sector and government can work together to create a policy structure based on 
principles of light touch regulation and not prohibition. 

 
1.Which statement is correct about nord steam-2  

1. In 2010, the Russian energy major Gazprom and five other 
European firms decided to build Nord Stream 2  

2. It is valued at around $11 billion. 
A. Only-1  B. Only-2  C. 1&2  D. None of thease  

Ans-b 
 
2.Which statement is correct about nord stream pipe line  

1. At a length of 1,230 kilometres, it is to follow the route of the existing 
Nord Stream twin pipeline underneath the Baltic Sea.  

2. It would transport natural gas from Russia directly to Germany 
(Russia's Ust Luga to Greifswald in Germany). 

A. Only-1  B. Only-2  C. 1&2  D. None of thease  
Ans-c 
 
3.Which statement is correct about nord stream pipe line  

1. The pipeline system’s total capacity is set to double to 110 bcm 
following Nord Stream 2’s completion.  

2. The pipeline crosses into the exclusive economic zones of five 
countries: Russia, Germany, uk , itali , and Sweden. 

3. At the end of 2019, U.S. President Donald Trump had signed a law 
that imposed sanctions on any EU company that was involved in 
completing the Nord Stream 2 pipeline.  

4. The Ukrainian authority has called the project a ‘dangerous 
geopolitical weapon’.  

A. 1&2  B. 1, 2, 3& 4  C. 1, 2 & 3  D. 1 & 3, 4 
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ans-D 
solution for q-1,2&3 

 In 2021, the Russian energy major Gazprom and five other European firms 
decided to build Nord Stream 2 which is valued at around $11 billion. 

 At a length of 1,230 kilometres, it is to follow the route of the existing Nord 
Stream twin pipeline underneath the Baltic Sea.  

 It would transport natural gas from Russia directly to Germany (Russia's 
Ust Luga to Greifswald in Germany). 

 The pipeline system’s total capacity is set to double to 110 bcm following 
Nord Stream 2’s completion.  

 The pipeline crosses into the exclusive economic zones of five countries: 
Russia, Germany, Denmark, Finland, and Sweden. 

 At the end of 2019, U.S. President Donald Trump had signed a law 
that imposed sanctions on any EU company that was involved in 
completing the Nord Stream 2 pipeline. The Ukrainian authority has 
called the project a ‘dangerous geopolitical weapon’ 

 
4.Which of the following schemes has an impact on women 
empowerment? 
1. ICDS  2. ASIDE  3. Swadhar   4. Ujjawala 
Select the correct answer using the codes given below. 
(a) 1, 2 and 3 only  (b) 1 ,3 and 4 only 
(c) 2 ,3 and 4 only  (d) 1 ,2, 3 and 4 
Ans-b 
 
5) Consider the following statements regarding the Comprehensive 
Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA): 
1.It is a multilateral agreement signed between the western Quad 
members to facilitate free trade. 
2.The agreement looks into the regulatory aspect of trade and 
encompasses a separate agreement covering the regulatory issues. 
Which of the above statement(s) is/are correct? 
a.  1 only  b.  2 only  c.  Both 1 and 2 d.  Neither 1 nor 2 
Answer : b 

 On February 18, 2022, India and the United Arab Emirates (UAE) inked 
a trade pact, Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA) 
during a virtual summit. 

 Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA) 

 The Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement is a bilateral 
trade pact that will cover over a period of time 90% of India’s exports. 

 This will include leather, processed agriculture and dairy products, 
handicrafts, gems and jewellery, furniture, pharmaceuticals, food and 
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beverages, engineering products and nearly the entire spectrum of 
items produced by the Indian economy. 

 Apart from the goods sector, it will also include the services sector. 

 The deal has strong anti-dumping measures integrated into it which 
will prevent any country from dumping its products into the Indian 
market by using the route of the UAE. 

 CEPA also looks into the regulatory aspect of trade and encompasses an 
agreement covering the regulatory issues. 

 India has signed CEPAs with South Korea and Japan. 

 Western Quad: The western Quad consisting of Israel, India, UAE and 
the United States has been a regional factor ever since it was convened 
last October which was followed by a ministerial meeting of the four 
countries. 
 
6) Consider the following statements regarding the Minsk agreement: 
1.The agreement is signed by the UN member nations in Minsk, capital 
of Belarus to act as a watchdog of terror funding. 
2.India is party to the agreement, it has signed the agreement but yet to 
ratify it. 
Which of the above statement(s) is/are correct? 
a.  1 only  b.  2 only  c.  Both 1 and 2 d.  Neither 1 nor 2 
Answer : d 
Minsk Agreement 
Minsk I 
•Ukraine and the Russian-backed separatists agreed a 12-point 
ceasefire deal in the Belarusian capital in September 2014. 
•Its provisions included prisoner exchanges, deliveries of 
humanitarian aid and the withdrawal of heavy weapons. 
•The agreement quickly broke down, with violations by both sides. 
Minsk II 
•Representatives of Russia, Ukraine, the Organization for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) and the leaders of two pro-Russian 
separatist regions signed a 13-point agreement in February 2015. 
•The leaders of France, Germany, Russia and Ukraine, gathered in 
Minsk at the same time, issued a declaration of support for the deal. 
•It set out military and political steps that remain unimplemented. 
•A major blockage has been Russia’s insistence that it is not a party to 
the conflict and therefore is not bound by its terms. 
•For example, the point 10 of the agreement, calls for the withdrawal of 
all foreign armed formations and military equipment from the two 
disputed regions, Donetsk and Luhansk. 
•Ukraine says this refers to forces from Russia, but Moscow denies it 
has any forces there. 
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7) Consider the following statements regarding the Non-Fungible 
Tokens (NFTs): 
1.The value of one NFT is equal to another, whereas the value of one 
crypto is not equal to another since it keeps fluctuating. 
2.NFTs can be purchased only by using cryptocurrency and the user 
should have a mandatory crypto wallet. 
Which of the above statement(s) is/are correct? 
a.  1 only  b.  2 only  c.  Both 1 and 2 d.  Neither 1 nor 2 
Answer : b 
Non-Fungible Token (NFTs) 

 Anything that can be converted into a digital form can be an NFT. 

 Everything from drawings, photos, videos, GIF, music, in-game items, 
selfies, and even a tweet can be turned into an NFT, which can then be 
traded online using cryptocurrency. 

 But what makes NFTs unique from other digital forms is that it is 
backed by Block chain technology. 

 Block chain is a distributed ledger where all transactions are recorded. 

 It is like a bank passbook, except all the transactions are transparent 
and can be seen by anyone and cannot be changed or modified once 
recorded. 
How NFTs work? 

 NFT works on block chain as it gives users complete ownership of a 
digital asset. 

 For instance, if you’re a sketch artist, and if you convert your digital 
asset to an NFT, what you get is proof of ownership, powered by Block 
chain. 

 When the user lists their NFT on a marketplace, they pay something 
called a gas fee (transaction fee) for using the Block chain. 

 Following which the digital art is then recorded on Block chain, 
mentioning that the user (user’s address) own the particular NFT. 

 This gives the user full ownership—which cannot be edited or 
modified by anyone, including the marketplace owner. 

 NFTs can have only one owner at a time. 

 Apart from exclusive ownership, NFT owners can also digitally sign 
their artwork and store specific information in their NFTs metadata. 

 This will be only viewable to the individual who bought the NFT. 
How NFT differs from cryptocurrency? 

 NFTs and cryptocurrencies are very different from each other. 

 While both are built on Block chain, that is where the similarity ends. 

 Cryptocurrency is a currency and is fungible, meaning that it is 
interchangeable. 
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 For instance, if you hold one crypto token, say one Ethereum, the next 
Ethereum that you hold will also be of the same value. 

 But NFTs are non-fungible, that means the value of one NFT is not 
equal to another. 

 Every art is different from other, making it non fungible, and unique. 
Who can buy NFTs? 
• Anyone who holds a cryptocurrency wallet can buy an NFT. 
• That is the only prerequisite to purchase an NFT. 
• You don’t need any KYC documents to purchase an art. 
 
8 )Consider the following statements regarding the Byanjana Dwadashi 
festival: 
1.It is the festival of Banjara tribes, who celebrate it to commemorate an 
episode featuring Krishna in Mahabharata. 
2.The festival is celebrated only in the state of Odisha and Chattisgarh. 
3.The festival also featured in the Odissi Dance, where the scenes are 
enacted. 
Which of the above statement(s) is/are incorrect? 
a.  1 and 2 only  b.  2 only  c.  3 only  d.  1, 2 and 3 
Answer : d 

 The festival of Byanjana Dwadashi ended in Odisha’s temple town of 
Puri. 
Byanjana Dwadashi 

 Byanjana Dwadashi is a Vaishnavite festival that commemorates an 
episode featuring Krishna in the Mahabharata. 

 It is a gastronomic and epicurean delight with at least 701 dishes being 
prepared. 

 Byanjana Dwadashi is celebrated by adherents of Vaishnavism, the 
largest sect within Hinduism, which considers Vishnu and his 
incarnations such as Krishna as the Supreme Godhead. 

 Vaishnavites, through this festival, commemorate an episode of the 
Mahabharata where Yashoda observes that her son Krishna is pale and 
weak. 

 It is celebrated only in the state of Odisha and is not featured in any 
dance form. 

 She realises that this is because of lack of proper nutrition at a time 
when Krishna has devoted all his energy in fighting demons. 

 In order to fulfill his nutritional requirements, she prepares a lot of 
delicacies and feeds him. 

 Krishna is not the only consumer of these delicacies. 

 His friends – the Gopala Balakas or cowherd boys — also eat with him. 
 


