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COLLABORATION BETWEEN INDIA AND 

CZECH REPUBLIC 

 There is immense potential for collaboration in the defence sector between India and Czech 

Republic to meet the growing demands of the Indian defence industry, a top diplomat of the 

Czech Republic in India said. 

 Speaking at a webinar organised by the Southern India Chamber of Commerce and Industry 

(SICCI) jointly with the Department of Defence Production, Ministry of Defence, Roman 

Masarik, Acting Ambassador of the Czech Republic, said the Czech Aerospace & Defence 

companies will participate in full strength at the DefExpo 2022. 

 Colonel Manik Anand, Department of Defence Production, said India was an emerging 

investment destination. 
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ARUNA JAGADEESAN COMMISSION GETS 

THREE MORE MONTHS 

 The Tamil Nadu government has extended the tenure of the Justice Aruna Jagadeesan 

Commission of Inquiry (CoI) that is looking into the causes and circumstances which led to 

the opening of fire in Thoothukudi on May 22, 2018, by three more months. 

 The State government’s decision followed a communication from the CoI, which said over 

1,200 witnesses had been examined and the documents showed that it was “highly impossible” 

to submit the report by February 22 and hence, requested an extension of its tenure. 

 

T.N. BANS TRIPS BY TOURISTS FROM 

KERALA VIA MULLI 
Authorities cite disturbance to animals because of vehicles heading for 

Manjoor, Ooty, Coonoor 

 The Tamil Nadu government has banned the tourist movement from Kerala through Mulli in 

Attappady. The government has issued the ban order citing disturbances to animal movements 

because of tourist vehicles from Kerala. 

 Of late, there has been an increase in tourist vehicles from Kerala heading towards Manjoor, 

Ooty and Coonoor via Mulli because of the scenic beauty of that route. As much of the journey 

is through the jungle, a lot of animals are often seen along the route. 

 The Tamil Nadu authorities began preventing the vehicles from Kerala at Mulli check-post 

from Tuesday. According to Coimbatore Divisional Forest Officer Ashok Kumar, tourist 

movement through Mulli had increased to such an extent as to pose a threat to the wildlife in 

the region. 

 The road to Manjoor through Mulli is narrow and is often unsafe for lone motorists. Elephants 

after often seen either blocking the road or crossing it. According to forest officials, the priority 

is for the safety of the wildlife and not for tourism. 

 With the summer heat rising, animals come out of the jungle in search of water. Forest officials 

said that they would not allow people to disrupt the natural state of wildlife. They said the road 

through the forest was maintained for forest and other emergency purposes, and not for tourist 

movement. 

 However, people alleged that there were no restrictions for Tamil Nadu vehicles from entering 

Kerala through Mulli. 

 Mulli had become popular with some bloggers and YouTubers promoting the route, especially 

during the COVID-19 pandemic. It takes 29 km from Thavalam to reach Mulli, and it takes 

another 30 km from there to reach Manjoor. Another 32-km ride can take a tourist to Ooty. 

 The route through Mulli is the shortest road to Ooty from Attappady. The road from Thavalam 

to Mulli is being rebuilt by spending ₹130 crore. 

 

9,000-YEAR-OLD SHRINE FOUND IN JORDAN 
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 A team of Jordanian and French archaeologists said 

on Tuesday that it had found a roughly 9,000-year-

old shrine at a remote Neolithic site in Jordan’s 

eastern desert. The ritual complex was found in a 

Neolithic campsite near large structures known as 

“desert kites,” or mass traps that are believed to have 

been used to corral wild gazelles for slaughter. 

 Such traps consist of two or more long stone walls 

converging toward an enclosure and are found 

scattered across the deserts of the West Asia. “The 

site is unique, first because of its preservation state,” 

said Jordanian archaeologist Wael Abu-Azziza, co-

director of the project. “It’s 9,000 years old and 

everything was almost intact.” Within the shrine 

were two carved standing stones bearing anthropomorphic figures. 

 

U.S. AND ALLIES UNVEIL MORE RUSSIA 

SANCTIONS 
EU adds members of Parliament to blacklist; U.K. bans trading of new 

Russian bonds in security markets 

 The United States and its allies unveiled more sanctions against Russia on Wednesday over its 

recognition of two separatist areas in eastern Ukraine, while making clear they were keeping 

tougher measures in reserve in case of a full-scale invasion by Moscow. 

 European Union sanctions to take effect on Wednesday would add all members of Russia’s 

Lower House of Parliament who voted to recognise the separatist regions in Ukraine to a 

blacklist, freezing their assets and banning travel. 

 Britain followed the U.S. in announcing new restrictions banning Russia from the issuing of 

new bonds in its security markets. 

 The steps follow measures announced on Tuesday, including freezing the approval of a new 

Russian gas pipeline by Germany, and imposing new U.S. sanctions on Russian banks. 

 But none of the measures announced so far targets President Vladimir Putin, or is expected to 

have severe consequences for Moscow, which is sitting on more than $630 billion in 

international reserves. Oil prices eased from Tuesday’s seven-year highs as it became clear the 

first wave of sanctions were unlikely to disrupt oil supplies. Global stocks broke a four-day 

slide and demand for safe-haven assets waned. 

 Russia said Wednesday that new U.S. sanctions will meet a “strong response”. 

 “There should be no doubt — sanctions will meet a strong response, not necessarily 

symmetrical, but well-calibrated and sensitive for the American side,” the Russian Foreign 

Ministry said. 

 “There will be even more tough sanctions on key oligarchs, on key organisations in Russia, if 

there is a full scale invasion of Ukraine,” British Foreign Secretary Liz Truss said. 

 

UNDERSTANDING THE DRAFT INDIA DATA 

ACCESSIBILITY & USE POLICY, 2022 
What are the main provisions of the draft document? Is the Government 

going to monetise public data? 

 The story so far: The Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MEITY) on 

February 21, 2022 released a policy proposal titled as, “Draft India Data Accessibility & 
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Use Policy, 2022”. The policy aims to, “radically transform India’s ability to harness 

public sector data”. The proposals of the Draft Data Accessibility Policy has been in the 

spotlight for permitting the licensing and sale of public data by the Government to the 

private sector. 

 

WHY HAS THE DRAFT DATA ACCESSIBILITY POLICY BEEN PROPOSED? 

 The generation of citizen data is slated to increase exponentially in the next decade and become 

a cornerstone of India’s $5 trillion-dollar digital economy. The policy objectives and purpose 

drawn from this understanding are primarily commercial in nature following the rationale of 

the National Economic Survey, 2019 which at Chapter 4 noted the commercial benefits of 

Government data exploitation, notably, “The private sector may be granted access to select 

databases for commercial use…Given that the private sector has the potential to reap massive 

dividends from this data, it is only fair to charge them for its use.” It aims to harness the 

economic value of the generated data. 

 A background note that accompanies the policy outlines existing bottlenecks in data sharing 

and use which includes the absence of a body for policy monitoring and enforcement of data 

sharing efforts, absence of technical tools and standards for data sharing, identification of high 

value datasets and licensing and valuation frameworks. It indicates a way forward to unlock 

the high value of data across the economy, congruent and robust governance strategy, making 

Government data interoperable and instilling data skills and culture. 

 Beyond this, there is a lack of transparency with the absence of a consultation paper or a 

disclosure of the list of stakeholders who have been consulted which as per a public notice by 

MEITY include, “academia, industry, and Government”. 

 

HOW DOES THE DRAFT DATA ACCESSIBILITY POLICY AIM TO ACHIEVE ITS 

GOALS? 

 The policy will be applicable to all data and information created, generated, collected and/or 

archived by the Central Government. It would also allow State governments to adopt its 

provisions. Its operationalisation will be achieved through the establishment of a India Data 

Office (IDO) under MEITY for overall management, with each government entity designating 

a Chief Data Officer. In addition to it, a India Data Council will be formed as a consultative 

body for tasks that include finalisation of standards. It is not indicated whether the India Data 

Council will have non-governmental participation from industry, civil society or technologists. 

 The policy strategy is to make Government data open by default and then maintain a negative 

list of datasets which cannot be shared. Definition of more sensitive categories which should 

have restricted access is left to the independent government ministries. In addition to this, 

existing data sets will be enriched or processed to attain greater value and termed as high-value 

datasets. Government datasets including high-value datasets will be shared freely within 

government departments and also licensed to the private sector. As a measure of privacy 

protection, there is a recommendation for anonymisation and privacy preservation. 

 

WHAT ARE THE PRIVACY ISSUES WITH THE DRAFT DATA ACCESSIBILITY 

POLICY? 

 India does not have a data protection law that can provide accountability and remedy for 

privacy violations such as coercive and excessive data collection or data breaches. Here, inter-

departmental data sharing poses concerns related to privacy since the open government data 

portal which contains data from all departments may result in the creation of 360 degree 

profiles and enable state-sponsored mass surveillance. Even though the policy considers 

anonymisation as a desired goal there is a lack of legal accountability and independent 

regulatory oversight. There is also a failure to consider scientific analysis and the availability 

of automated tools for the re-identification of anonymous data. This becomes important given 

the existing financial incentives of licensing to the private sector, where the Government is 
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acting as a data broker. Here the commercial value of the data increases with greater amounts 

of personal data. The absence of an anchoring legislation further leads to the policy not being 

able to fulfill the threshold of legality for state intervention into privacy which was put in place 

by the Supreme Court of India in its landmark right to privacy decision. 

 

ARE THERE ANY OTHER ISSUES WITH THE POLICY? 

 There are three additional issues with the policy document that merit consideration. 

 While adopting the language of open data it strays from its core principle of providing 

transparency of the Government towards its citizens. There is only one mention of transparency 

and little to no mention of how such data sharing will help ensure demands for accountability 

and redress. 

 The second issue is that the policy bypasses parliament as it contemplates large scale data 

sharing and enrichment that will be borne from public funds. Further, the constitution of 

offices, prescription of standards that may be applicable not only to the Central government, 

but even State governments and schemes administered by them require legislative deliberation. 

 This brings us to the third and final issue of federalism. The policy, even though it notes that 

State governments will be, “free to adopt portions of the policy,” does not specify how such 

freedom will be achieved. It becomes relevant, if specific standards are prescribed by the 

Central government for data sharing, or as a precondition to financial assistance. There is also 

the absence of any comment on whether data gathered from States may be sold by the Central 

government and whether the proceeds from it will be shared with the States. 

 

HOW TO PARTICIPATE AND SEND IN YOUR VIEWS? 
1. The draft data access policy accompanied by a background note is available on the website of 

MEITY and open for public consultation till March 18, 2022. For participation, comments can 

be sent by email to Ms. Kavita Bhatia, Scientist F at the email kbhatia@gov.in and 

pmu.etech@meity.gov.in. 

 

MONEY LAUNDERING A GLOBAL 

PROBLEM 
Accused run to smaller nations where they can buy citizenship, Centre tells 

SC 

The government on Wednesday informed the Supreme Court that ₹18,000 crore was 

confiscated under the Prevention of Money Laundering Act (PMLA) from fugitive 

businessmen Vijay Mallya, Nirav Modi and Mehul Choksi, and returned to banks. 

Appearing before a Bench, Solicitor-General Tushar Mehta submitted that money laundering 

is a “global problem”. The government said the total proceeds of crime in PMLA cases pending 

before the court is ₹67,000 crore. 

Mr. Mehta said the number of PMLA cases investigated by the Enforcement Directorate (ED) 

has varied in five years, from 111 to 981 in 2015-16 and 2020-21, respectively. 

“Very small number of cases are being taken up for investigation under the PMLA as compared 

to annual registration of the cases under the Money Laundering Act in the UK (7,900), the U.S. 

(1,532), China (4,691), Austria (1,036), Hong Kong (1,823), Belgium (1,862) and Russia 

(2,764),” he submitte. 

He said “corruption in high offices is a major facilitator of money laundering”. This is 

especially true in the developing world. Mr. Mehta said corruption is an “insidious player 

which undermines democracy”. Money laundering, in turn, fuels organised crime and 

terrorism. 

 



 

6 | P a g e  

UN report 
The Solicitor-General quoted a United Nations report which said the proceeds of crime being 

laundered amount to $2.1 trillion, which accounts for 3.67% of the global GDP. He said three 

“supra-national or transnational” crimes which have brought together the global community 

are narcotics, money laundering and terrorism. 

Mr. Mehta said the legislative intent against sharing the ECIR (Enforcement Case Information 

Report) with accused was to prevent them from wiping out evidence, which is anyway hard to 

get, with the “click of a button”. 

He highlighted how people accused of money laundering run to small nations with no 

extradition treaty with India where they can buy citizenship. He said the global tolerance to 

money laundering has come down. This has been evident in the increasing number of predicate 

offences. 

The Centre was responding to a batch of petitions before the court alleging that the PMLA has 

evolved as the government’s “hatchet” law in recent years, considering the series of raids and 

arrests of politicians, their relatives and activists. 

 

TURNING TO TRADE WINDS 
India has an opportunity to reset its trade ties with others, one accord at a 

time 

 A little over two years after it turned its back at the last minute on a major multilateral trade 

agreement it had spent years negotiating, India last week announced the signing of a 

Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement with the United Arab Emirates (UAE). The 

free trade pact is a tacit acknowledgment that India needs to strengthen its trade ties with 

existing partners by lowering tariff walls and obtaining more favourable access for its exports 

in order to boost trade and economic output. With the COVID-19 pandemic having thrown into 

sharp relief the public health and economic vulnerabilities of an increasingly interconnected 

world, a reflexive urge to turn inward was evident in the last two years as nations imposed tight 

travel and entry restrictions in a bid to protect their populations. And ironically, even as India 

sought to promote atmanirbharta or self-reliance, the pandemic also depressed domestic 

consumption demand, dragging down overall economic output. Exports on the other hand have 

rebounded strongly, with growth outpacing even the pre-pandemic levels. It is in this backdrop 

that the Government’s renewed push to negotiate its bilateral free trade agreements is a 

welcome change in tack and signals that India is keener to strengthen trade ties with individual 

partner countries on equitable terms rather than be tied into multilateral pacts that do not 

necessarily address its key concerns. 

 That the accord was finalised in less than six months’ time, from the start of negotiations in 

September, is a testimony to the strength of the bilateral ties and the recognition that there is 

more to gain from a deepening of the relationship. The UAE is already India’s third-largest 

trading partner with bilateral trade in 2019-20 valued at $59 billion. While India’s exports 

amounted to about $29 billion in the pre-pandemic fiscal year ended March 2020, the UAE 

supplied India with $10.9 billion worth of crude oil in that period and counts New Delhi as its 

second-largest trading partner. The two partners now aim to leverage the free trade deal to lift 

bilateral merchandise trade to $100 billion over the next five years. While the fine print of the 

tariff concessions on both sides is yet to be spelt out, India has made it clear that a range of 

exports including textiles and jewellery are set to benefit from a zero-duty regime once the 

accord is formally operationalised by May. Two-way investment flows and remittances — a 

major source of foreign exchange earnings for India given the large Indian workforce in the 

UAE — are also expected to receive a fillip. With multiple other FTAs in the pipeline, India 

has a fresh opportunity to reset its trade ties with the international community, one accord at a 

time. 
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NASA’S PLAN TO DECOMMISSION THE 

INTERNATIONAL SPACE STATION 
Why is NASA planning to de-orbit the ISS? How will the space station be de-assembled? 

 The story so far: The National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) has 

announced plans to retire and decommission the International Space Station (ISS) by 

2031. The U.S. space agency has detailed its goals for the next decade in the International 

Space Transition Report as it aims to hand over operations to commercial organisations. 

NASA has listed an elaborate outline of the plan to decommission the space station. Other 

international partners that operate the ISS are, however, yet to approve it. 

 

WHAT IS THE ISS? 

 The ISS was launched in 1998 as part of joint efforts by the U.S., Russia, Japan, Canada and 

Europe. The space station was assembled over many years, and it operates in low-earth orbit. 

Since its inception, the ISS has served as a laboratory suspended in space and has aided multiple 

scientific and technological developments. 

 The idea of a space station originated in the 1984 State of the Union address by former U.S. 

President Ronald Reagan. “A space station will permit quantum leaps in our research in 

science, communications, and in metals and lifesaving medicines which could be manufactured 

only in space. We want our friends to help us meet these challenges and share in their benefits. 

NASA will invite other countries to participate so we can strengthen peace, build prosperity, 

and expand freedom for all who share our goals,” he had said. 

 ISS has consistently maintained human presence for the past 21 years, providing astronauts 

with sophisticated technologies for scientific research. 

 

WHY IS NASA PLANNING TO DECOMMISSION THE ISS? 

 The ISS was originally built to operate for 15 years. The space station has already surpassed 

that checkpoint by being active for 21 years, with plans to continue operations till 2030. 

However, the limitations on the life-cycle of the station are catching up. The ISS goes through 

16 rotations of the earth per day, causing extreme temperature changes on the exterior. The 

side facing the sun can get heated up to 121°C while the temperature on the opposite, darker 

side can fall to –157°C, causing intense expansion and contraction of the building material. 

This orbital thermal cycling, coupled with dynamic loading, affects the longevity of the primary 

structure of the space station. The technical lifetime is also limited by parts like radiators, 

modules and truss structures that tend to degrade over time. 

 NASA is planning to transition operations in low-earth orbit to private players and focus 

energies on its missions to explore the moon and Mars. 

 

WHAT IS THE PROCEDURE TO DE-ORBIT THE ISS? 

 NASA plans to remove the ISS from its orbit around the earth and eventually plunge it into the 

ocean at a point farthest from human civilisation. The space agency will use the dual method 

of natural orbit decay and a re-entry manoeuvre to bring an end to the ISS as we know it. 

 According to the plan, the earth’s natural atmospheric drag will be used in lowering the altitude 

of the ISS while setting up the de-orbit. The space station operators will then provide the final 

push to it to lower the structure to the maximum possible height and ensure safe re-entry into 

the earth’s atmosphere, leading it to Point Nemo over the South Pacific Oceanic Uninhabited 

Area (SPOUA). The exterior of the modules is expected to melt when the debris re-enters the 

earth’s atmosphere. The exposed internal hardware is also expected to burn or vaporise during 

the process. It is believed that denser components like the truss sections will survive the re-

entry and fall into the SPOUA. Alternative options like disassembly and return to the earth, 

boost to a higher orbit, and random re-entry were also considered. 
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 The ISS is a huge structure — almost the size of a football field — and it was not designed to 

be disassembled easily in space. This process would have posed huge logistical and financial 

challenges. ISS cannot be decommissioned by boosting to a higher orbit because of its large 

mass and low operational altitude. The station currently operates in low-earth orbit above 400 

km in altitude, at a point where it still experiences atmospheric drag and requires re-boosts to 

continue in its orbit. The station also has a mass of over 4,30,000 kg. Existing propulsion 

systems do not have the capacity to raise the station’s altitude to a high target and escape low-

earth orbit. The random re-entry method was discarded since it carries a huge risk for the human 

population on the ground. 

 

ARE THERE ANY ENVIRONMENTAL HAZARDS ASSOCIATED WITH THE 

PLAN? 

 NASA claims that the debris of the ISS that survives the re-entry will settle on the ocean floor 

and not cause any substantial long-term impact. 

 

What is the future of space stations? 

 As the ISS plans to end operations in space, new players are already lining up to replace it. In 

January 2022, China announced that its space station will be ready for operations this year. 

Blue Origin, the aerospace company founded by Jeff Bezos, has also announced its plans to 

build Orbital Reef, a commercially developed, owned, and operated space station in low-earth 

orbit. Blue Origin is working alongside Sierra Space on the project. 

 

IMPROTANT MCQ  
 

1. Consider the following statements about Financial Action task force 

(FATF). 
1. It was formed in 1989 with India as one of the founding members. 

2. Its Secretariat is based in Geneva, Switzerland. 

3. The objectives of the FATF are to set standards and promote effective 

implementation of legal, regulatory and operational measures for combating 

money laundering, terrorist financing and other related threats to the integrity 

of the international financial system. 

Which of the following statements are correct? 

A.   1 and 2 only  B.   2 only  C.   3 only  D.  1 and 3 only 

ANS-C  Founder of FATF is G7 grup and headquater of FATF is in Paris.  

 

2.What is the correct sequence of the following oceans in descending order 

of their areas? 
A)  Indian Ocean, Arctic Ocean, Atlantic Ocean and Pacific Ocean 

B)  Arctic Ocean, Atlantic Ocean, Indian Ocean and Pacific Ocean 

C)  Atlantic Ocean, Pacific Ocean, Arctic Ocean and Indian Ocean 

D)  Pacific Ocean, Atlantic Ocean, Indian Ocean and Arctic Ocean 

Correct Answer: D 

Solution : 

 Pacific Ocean is the largest ocean in the world with a total area of 155,557,000 sq 

km. This is followed by Atlantic Ocean (76,762,000 sq.km.), Indian Ocean 

(68,556,000 sq.km.) and Arctic Ocean (14,056,000 sq.km).                                                          
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3. Consider the following pairs: 

List I (Sea)    List II (Ocean) 

1. Kara Sea            Atlantic Ocean 

2. Baltic Sea Arctic Ocean 

3. Weddell Sea Southern Ocean 

4. Coral Sea    Pacific Ocean 

Which of the above pairs are correctly matched? 

A)  1 and 2 only     B)  2 and 3 only C)  3 and 4 only     

D)  None 

Correct Answer: C 

Solution : 

Kara Sea : Arctic Ocean on the Russian coast 

Baltic Sea : Atlantic Ocean on the West European coast 

Weddell Sea : Southern Ocean on the Antarctic coast 

Coral Sea : Pacific Ocean off the coast of Queensland (Australia) 

 

4. Match List I with List II and select the correct answer using the codes 

given below: 

List I (Sea)               List II (Country) 

A. Black Sea         1.  Bulgaria 

B. Red Sea         2. China 

C. Yellow Sea       3.  Eritrea 

D. Caspian Sea      4. Kazakhstan 

A) A-1                B-2      C-4       D-3 

B) A-2                B-3      C-1       D-4 

C) A-1                B-3      C-2       D-4 

D) A-2                B-4      C-1       D-3 

Correct Answer: C 

 

5.Which country is share border with black sea  

1. Ukraine  2. Russia    3. Georgia 

4. Turkey  5. Bulgaria  6. Romania  

A. 1.2.3  B. 1,2,3,4,5,6  C. 1,3,4,5  D. 1,2,3,4,6 

Ans -b 

 

6.Which statement is correct about Sea of Azov 

1. The sea is bounded in the northwest by Ukraine, in the 

southeast by Russia.  

2. The Don and Kuban are the major rivers that flow into it.  

3. There is a constant outflow of water from the Sea of Azov to 

the Black Sea. 

A. Only-1 B. Only-1&2  C. 1,2&3  D. 1&3 

Ans -c 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ukraine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Russia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Don_(river)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kuban_(river)
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7.Which country does not share a border with the Czech 

Republic?  

A. Austria   B. Hungary   

C. Poland   D. Germany 
Ans-b 

 

8.What is the capital of the Czech Republic?  

A. Bratislava   B. Prague 

C. Budapest   D. Warsaw 

Ans-b  
 

9.What is the official currency of the Czech Republic?  

A. Euro  B. Zloty  C. Koruna  D. Kuna 

Ans-c 
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