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UNIVERSALISE.MATERNITY.BENEFIT.SC

HEME, SAY ACTIVISTS 
Govt. has said PMMVY will cover second child only when it is a girl 

 that the maternity benefit programme which provides ₹5,000 for first child will 

be extended to cover the second child only if it is a girl has met with sharp 

criticism from activists who have demanded that it be universalised. 

 The Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana (PMMVY), launched in 2017, 

provides ₹5,000 for the birth of the first child to partially compensate a woman 

for loss of wages. It also aims to improve the nutritional well-being of the mother 

and the child. The amount is given in three instalments upon meeting certain 

conditions. It is combined with another scheme, Janani Suraksha Yojana, under 

which nearly ₹1,000 is given for an institutional birth, so that a woman gets a 

total of ₹6,000. 

 “Under the revamped PMMVY under Mission Shakti, the maternity benefit 

amounting to ₹6000 is also to be provided for the second child, but only if the 

second is a girl child, to discourage pre-birth sex selection and promote the girl 
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child,” Minister for Women and Child Development Smriti Irani told the Lok 

Sabha last week. 

 “Firstly, to provide maternity benefit only to the mother of the first-born is illegal 

as the National Food Security Act, 2013 lays down that every pregnant woman 

and lactating mother are entitled to it. Then to couch it to say that it is to promote 

the birth of a girl child is nothing but posturing” says Jashodhara Dasgupta, co-

convener, Feminist Policy Collective. 

 She says that adding more conditions to the scheme will prove to be a bureaucratic 

nightmare, which can be overcome if the scheme is universalised. 

 “During COVID-19 in the past two years, ASHA [accredited social health 

activist] workers have not been giving out contraceptive supplies. When the State 

has failed to provide contraceptive services, why is it penalising women for 

having babies,” asserts Ms. Dasgupta. “The new announcement implies that 

women will be able to access the scheme only after the delivery, which will not 

have any impact on their nutritional uptake during the course of their pregnancy,” 

says Raghwesh Ranjan, Director, Social and Economic Empowerment, IPE 

Global. 

 One of the objectives of the scheme is to also improve health seeking behaviour 

of women and, therefore, the first instalment of ₹1,000 is given after ascertaining 

early registration of pregnancy and the second instalment of ₹2,000 is given after 

an ante-natal check after six months of pregnancy and the final instalment of 

₹2,000 is given after the registration of the child birth and vaccinations for the 

newborn. Though the Minister shared the information days after the Union 

Budget, the allocation for the scheme has not shown a notable increase. The 

scheme is clubbed with several other programmes under the Samarthya scheme. 

The allocation of ₹2,522 crore for the umbrella scheme last fiscal was almost the 

same as the allocation of ₹2,500 crore for the PMMVY alone the year before. For 

financial year 2022-2023, the umbrella scheme has seen a total increase of ₹100 

crore. 

 

PRADHAN MANTRI MATRU VANDANA YOJANA 
 Under - nutrition continues to adversely affect majority of women in India. In 

India, every third woman is undernourished and every second woman is anaemic. 

An undernourished mother almost inevitably gives birth to a low birth weight 

baby. When poor nutrition starts in - utero, it extends throughout the life cycle 

since the changes are largely irreversible. Owing to economic and social distress 

many women continue to work to earn a living for their family right up to the last 

days of their pregnancy. Furthermore, they resume working soon after childbirth, 

even though their bodies might not permit it, thus preventing their bodies from 

fully recovering on one hand, and also impeding their ability to exclusively 

breastfeed their young infant in the first six months. 
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 Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana  (PMMVY) is a Maternity Benefit 

Programme that is implemented in all the districts of the country in accordance 

with the provision of the National Food Security Act, 2013. 

 

OBJECTIVES 
1. Providing partial compensation for the wage loss in terms of cash incentive s so 

that the woman can take adequate res t before and after delivery of the first living 

child. 

2. The cash incentive provided would lead to improved health seeking behaviour 

amongst the Pregnant Women and Lactating Mothers (PW& LM). 

 

TARGET BENEFICIARIES 
1. All Pregnant Women and Lactating Mothers, excluding PW&LM who are in 

regular employment with the Central Government or the State Governments or 

PSUs or those who are in receipt of similar benefits under any law for the time 

being in force. 

2. All eligible Pregnant Women and Lactating Mothers who have their pregnancy 

on or after 01.01.2017 for first child in family. 

3. The date and stage of pregnancy for a beneficiary would be counted with respect 

to her LMP date as mentioned in the MCP card. 

4. Case of Miscarriage/Still Birth : 

1. A beneficiary is eligible to receive benefits under the scheme only once. 

2. In case of miscarriage/still birth, the beneficiary would be eligible to claim 

the remaining instalment(s) in event of any future pregnancy. 

3. Thus, after receiving the 1st instalment, if the beneficiary has a 

miscarriage, she would only be eligible for receiving 2nd and 3rd 

instalment in event of future pregnancy subject to fulfilment of eligibility 

criterion and conditionalities of the scheme. Similarly, if the beneficiary 

has a miscarriage or still birth after receiving 1 st and 2nd instalments, she 

would only be eligible for receiving 3rd instalment in event of future 

pregnancy subject to fulfilment of eligibility criterion and conditionalities 

of the scheme. 

5. Case of Infant Mortality: A beneficiary is eligible to receive benefits under the 

scheme only once. That is, in case of infant mortality, she will not be eligible for 

claiming benefits under the scheme, if she has already received all the instalments 

of the maternity benefit under PMMVY earlier. 
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6. Pregnant and Lactating AWWs/ AWHs/ ASHA may also avail the benefits under 

the PMMVY subject to fulfilment of scheme conditionalities. 

 

ONE-THIRD OF ₹10,990 CR. IN PM CARES 

FUND SPENT: AUDIT 
₹100 crore promised for vaccine development not allotted; it had 

unspent balance of ₹7,044 crore as on March 31, 2021 

 The PM CARES Fund collected ₹10,990 crore since its inception in March 2020 

until March 2021. It spent ₹3,976 crore during the 2020-21 financial year, 

according to the audited financial statement posted on its website. As on March 

31, 2021, the Fund had an unspent balance of ₹7,044 crore. 

 The Fund was set up to deal with “any kind of emergency or distress situation, 

like posed by the COVID-19 pandemic, and to provide relief to the affected.” 

During the year, funds were disbursed for COVID vaccine purchase and testing, 

ventilators, hospitals, testing labs, oxygen generation plants and migrant welfare. 

Despite an earlier announcement that ₹100 crore would be spent on supporting 

vaccine development, no such disbursal seems to have been done. 

 The Fund was established on March 27, 2020 and collected ₹3,076 crore — 

including an initial corpus, foreign and domestic contributions, and interest — 

within the first five days of its existence, before the end of the 2019-20 financial 

year. In the financial year 2020-21, it received voluntary contributions from 

domestic donors to the tune of ₹7,184 crore and foreign contributions amounting 

to ₹494 crore. Along with interest, and a ₹25 lakh refund of unspent balance from 

the National Disaster Management Authority, the Fund’s total receipts for the 

year amounted to ₹7,193 crore. 

 On the expenditure side, the largest disbursal of ₹1,393 crore went to purchase 

6.6 crore doses of COVID-19 vaccines. Another ₹1,311 crore was used to buy 

50,000 Made in India ventilators for use in Central and State government 

hospitals. As The Hindu has previously reported, doctors and hospitals in several 

States have raised concerns about the quality of some of these ventilators, with 

others lying idle due to technical issues. 

 Other measures to improve infrastructure included ₹201 crore spent on 

installing162 Pressure Swing Adsorption medical oxygen generation plants 

inside public health facilities, and ₹50 crore to establish two makeshift COVID 

hospitals in Muzaffarnagar and Patna with 500 beds each, and to set up 16 RT-

PCR testing labs in nine States/UTs. 

 Over ₹20 crore was used to upgrade two autonomous institute laboratories under 

the Department of Biotechnology as Central Drug Laboratories to test and release 

batches of the COVID vaccine. 
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ABOUT PM CARES FUND 
 Keeping in mind the need for having a dedicated national fund with the primary 

objective of dealing with any kind of emergency or distress situation, like posed 

by the COVID-19 pandemic, and to provide relief to the affected, a public 

charitable trust under the name of ‘Prime Minister’s Citizen Assistance and Relief 

in Emergency Situations Fund’ (PM CARES Fund)’ has been set up. 

 

OBJECTIVES : 

 To undertake and support relief or assistance of any kind relating to a public 

health emergency or any other kind of emergency, calamity or distress, either 

man-made or natural, including the creation or upgradation of healthcare or 

pharmaceutical facilities, other necessary infrastructure, funding relevant 

research or any other type of support. 

 To render financial assistance, provide grants of payments of money or take such 

other steps as may be deemed necessary by the Board of Trustees to the affected 

population. 

 To undertake any other activity, which is not inconsistent with the above Objects. 

 

CONSTITUTION OF THE TRUST : 

 Prime Minister is the ex-officio Chairman of the PM CARES Fund and Minister 

of Defence, Minister of Home Affairs and Minister of Finance, Government of 

India are ex-officio Trustees of the Fund. 

 The Chairperson of the Board of Trustees (Prime Minister) shall have the power 

to nominate three trustees to the Board of Trustees who shall be eminent persons 

in the field of research, health, science, social work, law, public administration 

and philanthropy. 

 Any person appointed a Trustee shall act in a pro bono capacity. 

 

OTHER DETAILS : 

 The fund consists entirely of voluntary contributions from 

individuals/organizations and does not get any budgetary support. The fund will 

be utilised in meeting the objectives as stated above. 

 Donations to PM CARES Fund would qualify for 80G benefits for 100% 

exemption under the Income Tax Act, 1961. Donations to PM CARES Fund will 

also qualify to be counted as Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) expenditure 

under the Companies Act, 2013 

 PM CARES Fund has also got exemption under the FCRA and a separate account 

for receiving foreign donations has been opened. This enables PM CARES Fund 

to accept donations and contributions from individuals and organizations based 

in foreign countries. This is consistent with respect to Prime Minister’s National 

Relief Fund (PMNRF). PMNRF has also received foreign contributions as a 

public trust since 2011. 
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IRAN NUCLEAR DEAL TALKS TO 

RESUME IN VIENNA: EU 
 Iran nuclear deal talks will resume in Vienna on Tuesday, diplomats said on 

Monday, after negotiators in recent weeks have cited progress in seeking to revive 

the 2015 landmark accord. 

 Parties to the deal have been negotiating in Vienna since last year with indirect 

U.S. participation. Talks were most recently halted at the end of last month, and 

the negotiators returned to their capitals for consultations. 

 “The 8th round of the Vienna Talks... attended by China, France, Germany, 

Russia, United Kingdom, Iran and the United States resume tomorrow in 

Vienna,” tweeted Alain Matton, spokesman of the EU, which chairs the 

discussions. 

 German Chancellor Olaf Scholz told the Washington Post in an interview 

published online on Monday that a successful conclusion of the talks “depends 

on Iran”. 

 “We gave them a clear message that now this is the time for decisions and for 

progress, and not for prolonging the process,” he was quoted as saying. 

 Iranian Foreign Ministry spokesman Saeed Khatibzadeh said the answers “the 

United States brings tomorrow to Vienna will determine when we can reach an 

agreement”. 

 “We have made significant progress in various areas of the Vienna negotiations” 

including on guarantees that Iran seeks that a new U.S. administration would not 

breach the deal once again, Mr. Khatibzadeh told reporters. 

 

RBI’S DIGITAL CURRENCY PLANS 
Why is the Government introducing CBDCs? What will be the risks in the 

transition to a new monetary system? 

 The story so far: In the Budget presented for 2022-23, Finance Minister Nirmala 

Sitharaman had announced the introduction of India’s Central Bank Digital Currency 

(CBDC) and that the digital rupee would give a ‘big boost’ to digital economy. She had 

indicated that technologies such as blockchain would be used by the Reserve Bank of 

India to issue the currency, starting 2022-23. The Reserve Bank had, in July 2021, 

indicated that it would soon begin work on the ‘phased implementation’ of the CBDC. 

 

WHAT IS A CENTRAL BANK DIGITAL CURRENCY? 

 A CBDC is no different from the cash that we hold in our wallets, except that it exists in a 

digital form. The CBDC will be held in a digital wallet that is supervised by the Central bank. 

In India, it will be the RBI that supervises the digital rupee although it may delegate some 

power to banks. However, it does seem probable that the RBI will take steps to encourage the 

use of its digital currency over physical cash. It should be noted that the RBI’s digital rupee 

will not directly replace demand deposits held in banks. Physical cash will continue to be used 

by banks, and people who wish to withdraw cash from banks can still do so. But they can also 

opt to convert their bank deposits into the new digital rupee. 
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WHY ARE CENTRAL BANKS ISSUING DIGITAL CURRENCIES? 

 Central banks claim that there is an increasing demand for digital currencies, which they wish 

to satisfy. They point to the rise of private digital currencies such as bitcoin and also to the 

increasing use of digital payments as examples of this secular trend. Central bank digital 

currencies are promised as reliable, sovereign-backed alternatives to private currencies which 

are volatile and unregulated. Critics, however, note that the demand for private currencies 

comes primarily from people who have lost faith in fiat currencies issued by Central banks. 

They argue that governments across the world have been debasing their respective currencies 

by printing them in excessive amounts, thus forcing many to switch to private currencies whose 

supply is limited by design. So the mere digital version of a national currency like the rupee or 

the U.S. dollar is unlikely to affect the demand for private currencies, they believe. 

 Central banks also believe that the cost of issuing digital currencies is far lower than the cost 

of printing and distributing physical cash. The RBI can create and distribute the digital rupee 

at virtually zero cost since the creation and the distribution of the digital rupee will happen 

electronically. Another likely reason for the introduction of digital cash may be to bring down 

the use of physical cash. Unlike physical cash, which is hard to trace, a digital currency that is 

monitored by the RBI can be more easily tracked and controlled by the Central bank. This 

feature of digital currencies, however, has raised various concerns regarding their privacy and 

could slow down their adoption. In fact, it is worth noting that the need for privacy has been 

one of the primary reasons behind the switch to private digital currencies. 

 

IS CBDC BECOMING COMMON ACROSS THE WORLD? 

 It is worth noting that several countries, including the United States, those in the European 

Union and China, have been working seriously towards issuing their own Central Bank Digital 

Currency (CBDC) in recent years. In October 2020, the Bahamas launched the world’s first 

CBDC. However, a few countries, including Finland and Denmark —have taken a step back 

and have said they had cancelled efforts to introduce a digital currency, according to 

CBDCTracker.org. 

 In a 2017 note, Denmark’s central bank indicated that it was “unclear what central bank digital 

currency would be able to contribute that is not already covered by the current payment 

solutions.” 

 It added that the potential benefits of introducing CBDC in Denmark were not “assessed to 

match the considerable challenges that this introduction would present." 

 

WHAT ARE THE RISKS IN ADOPTING DIGITAL CURRENCIES ISSUED BY 

CENTRAL BANKS? 

 Many, including various central bankers, fear that people may begin withdrawing money from 

their bank accounts as digital currencies issued by Central banks become more popular. This 

concern was flagged by the RBI Deputy Governor as well. Remember that many people 

currently use bank accounts to safely store their cash. When the digital wallet offered by the 

RBI can serve the same purpose, people could very well begin converting their bank deposits 

into digital cash. 

 One thing that could prevent any large flight of capital from bank accounts to digital currencies 

is the fact that bank accounts, unlike digital currencies, offer interest on deposits. But in 

developed economies, where interest rates are near zero or even negative, the risk of people 

rushing their money out of bank accounts and into digital currencies is real. This may not be 

an immediate concern for banks in India which still offer returns that are positive, at least in 

nominal terms, to their depositors. 

 The withdrawal of bank deposits can also affect the amount of loans created by banks. 

However, this could happen not simply because banks will have fewer cash deposits to lend to 

borrowers. Contrary to popular belief, banks do not loan out actual cash deposits. Instead, they 

use cash deposits as a base on which they create a pyramid of electronic loans far in excess of 
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the cash deposits. So banks hold lower amounts of cash in their vaults than what their depositors 

and borrowers could demand from them anyway. The real reason banks will be able to create 

fewer loans is that when customers convert their bank money into CBDCs, banks will be forced 

to surrender at least some cash and will thus possess an even smaller base on which to create 

loans. Also, when bank customers convert their deposits into digital rupee, the RBI will have 

to take these liabilities from the books of banks and onto its own balance sheet. 

 

WHAT LIES AHEAD? 

 There is speculation already that Central banks will cap the amount of money that an individual 

can hold in the form of CBDCs. This is to prevent the mass withdrawal of deposits from banks. 

Some even believe that some Central banks, such as the European Central Bank, may impose 

a negative penalty on their digital currencies. This could be done to force people to spend their 

digital currencies and to discourage the withdrawal of deposits from banks that impose negative 

interest rates. 

 Central banks may also have to inject fresh money into banks to ensure that the ability of banks 

to create loans is not affected by depositors’ rush to digital currencies. 

 

THE BRAHMOS DEAL AND INDIA’S DEFENCE 

EXPORTS 
Has the domestic defence manufacturing industry grown? How is the 

Government making military export sales easier? 

 The story so far: On January 28, Philippines signed a $374.96 million deal with BrahMos 

Aerospace Pvt. Ltd. for the supply of shore based anti-ship variant of the BrahMos 

supersonic cruise missile. This is the first export order for the missile which is a joint 

product between India and Russia and also the biggest defence export contract of the 

country. This adds impetus to the efforts to boost defence exports and meet the ambitious 

target set by the Government to achieve a manufacturing turnover of $25 billion or 

₹1,75,000 crore including exports of ₹35,000 crore in aerospace and defence goods and 

services by 2025. 

 

WHAT IS THE BRAHMOS MISSILE SYSTEM? 

 The Philippines contract includes delivery of three BrahMos missile batteries, training for 

operators and maintainers as well as the necessary Integrated Logistics Support (ILS) package. 

The coastal defence regiment of the Philippine Marines, which is under the Navy, will be the 

primary employer of the missile system. 

 BrahMos is a joint venture between India’s Defence Research and Development Organisation 

(DRDO) and Russia's NPO Mashinostroyeniya. The missile derives its name from the 

Brahmaputra and Moskva rivers. Beginning with an anti-ship missile, several variants have 

since been developed and it is now capable of being launched from land, sea, sub-sea and air 

against surface and sea-based targets and has constantly been improved and upgraded. The 

missile has been long inducted by the Indian armed forces and the Army recently deployed 

BrahMos along the Line of Actual Control (LAC) in Arunachal Pradesh. 

 The range of the BrahMos was originally limited to 290 kms as per obligations of the Missile 

Technology Control Regime (MTCR) of which Russia was a signatory. Following India’s entry 

into the club in June 2016, plans were announced to extend the range initially to 450 kms and 

subsequently to 600 kms. BrahMos with extended range upto 450 kms has been tested several 

times since. 

 

WHICH OTHER COUNTRIES ARE IN DISCUSSION FOR THE BRAHMOS 

MISSILES? 
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 In addition to the deal signed last week by Philippines, there is another long pending deal under 

discussion for BrahMos missiles for the Philippines Army which could see progress in the near 

future, officials said. The procurement for Philippines Army (PA) is included in the Horizon 3 

Modernisation programme of Philippines (Year 2023-2027), diplomatic sources had stated. 

 While the first export order for BrahMos took a long time, the next order is likely to be 

concluded soon with negotiations with Indonesia and Thailand in advanced stages. There is 

reportedly interest for BrahMos from countries in West Asia as well. 

 Philippines is also looking at several other military procurements from India and South East 

Asia as the region has emerged as a major focus area for India’s defence exports. For instance, 

Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL) has received interest from Philippines Coast Guard for 

procurement of seven Dhruv Advanced Light Helicopters and eight Dornier Do-228 aircraft 

under the $100mn Line of Credit (LoC) extended by India. Progress on this has been delayed 

due to the pandemic situation, officials said. 

 Kanpur based company MKU has supplied Bullet Proof Jackets (BPJ) to Philippines in the past 

and is now in the race for bigger contracts for BPJs and helmets. In addition, maritime domain 

and ship building is another potential area for Indian companies in the Philippines. 

 

WHAT IS THE STATUS OF DEFENCE EXPORTS? 

 From 2016-17 to 2018-19, the country’s defence exports have increased from ₹1,521 crore to 

₹10,745 crore, a staggering 700% growth. The value of exports of defence items including 

major items in Financial Year 2014-15 and 2020-21 was ₹1,940.64 crore and ₹8,434.84 crore 

respectively. As per data given by the Government, defence exports for 2020-21 stood at 

₹8434.84 crore and the export target for financial year 2021-22 was ₹10,000 crore. 

 There have been a series of measures announced to incentivise and promote domestic defence 

manufacturing as well as efforts to boost exports which include simplified defence industrial 

licensing, relaxation of export controls and grant of No Objection Certificates (NOC), 

extending Line of Credit (LoC) to foreign countries to import defence products and 

empowering Defence Attaches in Indian missions abroad to promote defence exports. The draft 

‘Defence Production & Export Promotion Policy (DPEPP) 2020’ is expected to be finalised 

soon. 

 In December 2020, the Cabinet Committee on Security (CCS) approved the export of 

indigenous Akash Surface to Air (SAM) missile systems which several countries in South East 

Asia and West Asia have expressed interest in. 

 To provide faster approvals for export of major defence platforms, a committee comprising of 

the Defence Minister, External Affairs Minister and National Security Advisor was set up. The 

Defence Ministry had said in December 2020, that “This Committee would authorise 

subsequent exports of major indigenous platforms to various countries. The Committee would 

also explore various available options including the Government-to-Government route.” 

 In the last few years, India has put out a range of military hardware on sale which includes 

various missile systems, Light Combat Aircraft (LCA), helicopters, warship and patrol vessels, 

artillery guns, tanks, radars, military vehicles, electronic warfare systems in addition to other 

weapons systems. 

 
 

 

IMPOTANT MCQ  
 

 

1. Consider the following statements regarding Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana 

Yojana (PMMVY) 
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I.The scheme is a conditional cash transfer scheme for pregnant and lactating 

women of 19 years of age or above for first live birth now  abable for second birth 

if baby is girl  

II.It is a Central Sector Scheme 

III.The maternity benefits are available to all women who are in regular 

employment with the Central Government or State Government 

Which of the above statements are correct? 

A. 1 and 2 only 

B. 2 and 3 only 

C.1 only 

D 1 and 3 only 

ANS -A  

 

2) How different is the PM CARES Fund from the PM’s National Relief Fund 

(PMNRF)? 

1.PMNRF is for all kinds of natural disasters whereas PM CARES fund is 

specially meant for COVID-19 similar pandemic situations. 

2.PMNRF was managed by a committee which included the Prime Minister, the 

Congress President and a representative of the Tata Trustees whereas the Prime 

Minister chairs the PM CARES fund and nominate three eminent persons in 

relevant fields to the Board of Trustees. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are correct? 

• a.  1 only 

• b.  2 only 

• c.  Both 1 and 2 

• d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer : a 

PM CARES Fund 

•On March 28, 2020, the Prime Minister’s Citizen Assistance and Relief in 

Emergency Situations Fund, or the PM CARES Fund, was set up to tackle distress 

situations such as that posed by the COVID-19 pandemic. 

•The fund receives voluntary contributions from individuals and organisations 

and does not get any budgetary support. 

•Donations have been made tax-exempt, and can be counted against a company’s 

corporate social responsibility (CSR) obligations. 

•It is also exempt from the Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Act, 2010, and 

accepts foreign contributions. 

•The Prime Minister chairs the fund in his official capacity, and can nominate 

three eminent persons in relevant fields to the Board of Trustees. 

•The Ministers of Defence, Home Affairs and Finance are ex-officio Trustees of 

the Fund. 

Prime Minister’s National Relief Fund (PMNRF) 

•It was set up in January 1948, originally to accept public contributions for the 

assistance of Partition refugees. 
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•It is now used to provide immediate relief to the families of those killed in natural 

calamities and the victims of major accidents and riots and support medical 

expenses for acid attack victims and others. 

•The PMNRF was originally managed by a committee which included the Prime 

Minister and his deputy, the Finance Minister, the Congress President, a 

representative of the Tata Trustees and an industry representative. 

•However, in 1985, the committee entrusted the entire management of the fund 

to the Prime Minister, who currently has sole discretion for fund disbursal. 

•A joint secretary in the PMO administers the fund on an honorary basis. 

Limitations of PM CARES 

•It is not clear whether the fund comes under the ambit of the RTI Act or oversight 

by the Comptroller and Auditor General of India, although independent auditors 

will audit the fund. 

•The decision to allow uncapped corporate donations to the fund to count as CSR 

expenditure — a facility not provided to PMNRF or the CM’s Relief Funds — 

goes against previous guidelines stating that CSR should not be used to fund 

government schemes. 

•A government panel had previously advised against allowing CSR contributions 

to the PMNRF on the grounds that the double benefit of tax exemption would be 

a “regressive incentive”. 

 

3.Summit for Democracy, recently seen in news was hosted by 

   a) Japan 

   b) European Union 

   c) United States 

   d) Taiwan 

 

Solution: c) 

The U.S. hosted hundreds of world leaders, civil society representatives and 

rights activists at a virtual Summit for Democracy. Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi represented India, among 112 countries invited. 

 

4.Consider the following statements regarding The Consumer Protection Act, 

2019. 

1.The Act recognises offences such as providing false information regarding the 

quality or quantity of a good or service, and misleading advertisement. 

2.Central Consumer Protection Authority is constituted under the Act, which is 

an advisory body. 

3.Central Consumer Protection Authority will be headed by the Ministry of 

Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

   a) 1 only 

   b) 1, 2 

   c) 1, 3 

   d) 1, 2, 3 
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Solution: a) 

Central Consumer Protection Authority constituted under Section 10(1) of The 

Consumer Protection Act, 2019. The Act replaced The Consumer Protection Act, 

1986, and seeks to widen its scope in addressing consumer concerns. The new 

Act recognises offences such as providing false information regarding the quality 

or quantity of a good or service, and misleading advertisements. It also specifies 

action to be taken if goods and services are found “dangerous, hazardous or 

unsafe”. 

The CCPA aims to protect the rights of the consumer by cracking down on unfair 

trade practices, and false and misleading advertisements that are detrimental to 

the interests of the public and consumers. 

The CCPA will have the powers to inquire or investigate into matters relating to 

violations of consumer rights or unfair trade practices suo motu, or on a complaint 

received, or on a direction from the central government. 

CCPA will have Chief Commissioner as head, and two other commissioners as 

members. 

The CCPA will have an Investigation Wing that will be headed by a Director 

General. 

5.Consider the following statements. 

1.Refugees are persons who are outside their country of origin and unable to 

return owing to the fear of persecution for reasons of religion or nationality. 

2.India is not a signatory to the 1951 UN Convention relating to the Status of 

Refugees nor does India have a refugee policy. 

3.After Independence India has not allowed any refugees into the country. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

   a) 1 only 

   b) 1, 2 

   c) 1, 3 

   d) 1, 2, 3 

Solution: b) 

Under the 1951 UN Convention on the Status of Refugees and the subsequent 

1967 Protocol, the word refugee pertains to any person who is outside their 

country of origin and unable or unwilling to return owing to well-founded fear of 

persecution for reasons of race, religion, nationality, membership of a particular 

social group or political opinion.  

India has welcomed refugees in the past, and nearly 300,000 people here are 

categorised as refugees. But India is not a signatory to the 1951 UN Convention 

or the 1967 Protocol. Nor does India have a refugee policy or a refugee law of its 

own. 
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