
VEDANGA 

INSTITUTE FOR CIVIL SERVICES 

09-02-2022 

 

IAS/UPPCS/BPSC 

U-135, Ground Floor 2nd Floor, Vikas Marg, Baba Complex, Near Laxmi Nagar Metro Station 

Gate No. 3, Shakarpur, Delhi-92 

Contact No.  8447386765, 9718054084 

                DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS  
INDEX 

 HARYANA CABINET NOD FOR ANTI-CONVERSION 
BILL 

 EU JOINS CHIPS RACE WITH €43-BILLION BID TO 
RIVAL ASIA 

 MACRON SEES PATH TO EASE RUSSIA CRISIS 

 TRAI STARTS CONSULTATIONS AHEAD OF 5G 
AUCTION‘ 

 THE GOVERNOR’S ROLE IN APPROVING A BILL 

 RENEWING INDO-LANKA RELATIONS AFTER A 
PERIOD OF STRAIN  

 COASTING TOWARDS TROUBLE 
 

 
 
 
HARYANA CABINET NOD FOR ANTI-
CONVERSION BILL 

Umpteen cases of religious conversions recorded’ 
 The Haryana Cabinet on Tuesday approved the draft of the Haryana Prevention of 

Unlawful Conversion of Religion Bill, 2022, which seeks to prohibit religious conversion 
effected through misrepresentation, force, undue influence, coercion, allurement or by 
any fraudulent means or by marriage or for marriage, by making it an offence. 

 According to the draft Bill, the burden of proof “lies on the accused”. The draft Bill will 
now be tabled before the Assembly, an official statement said. 
HIGHER PUNISHMENT 

 The Bill, on the lines of recent anti-conversion laws passed in other States, proposes 
to make conversion by marriage an offence. 

 It also prescribes higher punishment for conversion of minors, women, and members 
of the Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes. 

 The draft Bill’s statements of objectives and reasons read, “The Constitution confers 
on each individual the fundamental right to profess, practise and propagate his 
religion. However, the individual right to freedom of conscience and religion cannot be 
extended to construe a collective right to proselytize; for the right to religious freedom 
belongs equally to the person converting and the individual sought to be converted.” 
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HIDDEN AGENDA’ 

 It added that there have been umpteen cases of religious conversions, both mass and 
individual. 

 “Obviously, such incidents have been hotly debated, more so in a multi-religious 
society, such as ours. The presence of pseudo-social organisations with a hidden 
agenda to convert the vulnerable sections of other religions. There have been 
instances when gullible people have been converted by offering allurement or under 
undue influence. Some have been forced to convert to other religions.” 

 It pointed out that in the recent past, there have been instances where to increase the 
strength of their own religion by getting people from other religions converted, people 
marry persons of other religion by either misrepresentation or concealment of their 
own religion and after getting married they force such other person to convert to their 
own religion. 

 
EU JOINS CHIPS RACE WITH €43-BILLION BID TO 
RIVAL ASIA 
Bloc aims for 20% of global market by quadrupling efforts 

 
 The EU on Tuesday unveiled a plan to quadruple the supply of semiconductors in 

Europe by 2030, hoping to limit the bloc’s dependence on Asia for a key component 
used in electric cars and smartphones. 

 The production of chips has become a strategic priority in Europe as well as the United 
States, after the shock of the pandemic choked off supply, bringing factories to a 
standstill and emptying stores of products. 

 The manufacturing of semiconductors overwhelmingly takes place in Taiwan, China 
and South Korea and the European Union wants factories and companies inside the 
bloc to take on a bigger role. 
 
CHIPS ACT 

 The highly anticipated EU Chips Act will “mobilise more than €43 billion ($49.1 billion) 
of public and private investments” and “enable the EU to reach its ambition to double 
its current market share to 20% in 2030”, the European Commission said. 

 “We’ve set ourselves the goal to have 20% of the global market share of chips 
production here in Europe,” European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen 
said. Getting to that level “means basically quadrupling our efforts” given the huge 
increase in global demand, she said. 

 If approved, the EU plans could generate a total of €43 billion via existing EU budget 
money as well as by loosening existing rules on public subsidy from member states. 
 
APPROVAL OF MEMBERS 

 The proposal will need the approval of the EU member states and European 
Parliament, where opinions will vary between the ambitions of industrial heavyweights 
such as Germany, France and Italy and those of smaller states that are worried about 
closing off valuable supply chains with Asia. 

 Some member states, led by the Netherlands and Nordic nations, will also resist any 
plan to widen the scope for state aid, with the commission planning to make it easier 
for EU governments to pump money to chip-makers. 
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 “We don’t want to end up in a position with a huge U.S. company getting a bunch of 
EU money to open a factory in one big member state,” an EU diplomat said. 

 
MACRON SEES PATH TO EASE RUSSIA CRISIS 
In Kiev, the French leader says Putin told him that Russia ‘would not 
be the source of an escalation’ 

 French President Emmanuel Macron said on Tuesday he saw a path forward on 
easing tensions with Russia over Ukraine, after conducting an urgent round of shuttle 
diplomacy between Moscow and Kiev. 

 Mr. Macron held talks with Ukraine’s President Volodymyr Zelensky in Kiev a day after 
a five-hour meeting at the Kremlin with Russia’s Vladimir Putin, as the West scrambles 
to defuse fears Moscow could invade its ex-Soviet neighbour. 

 The French leader said he now saw the “possibility” for talks involving Moscow and 
Kiev over the festering conflict in the east of the country to move forward, and 
“concrete, practical solutions” to lower tensions between Russia and the West. 

 “We cannot underestimate the moment of tension that we are living through,” Mr. 
Macron said at a joint press conference after meeting Mr. Zelensky. 

 “We cannot resolve this crisis in a few hours of talks,” he said. “It will be the day and 
the weeks and the months to come that will allow us to progress.” 
 
SUMMIT TALKS 

 Mr. Macron — who now heads to Berlin for talks with the leaders of Germany and 
Poland — said Mr. Putin had told him that Russia “would not be the source of an 
escalation”, in the situation, despite amassing more than 1,00,000 troops and military 
hardware on Ukraine’s border. Mr. Zelensky said he hoped a meeting of high-ranking 
officials on Thursday in Berlin could pave the way for a summit with the leaders of 
Ukraine, Russia, France and Germany aimed at reviving the stalled peace plan for 
Kiev’s conflict with Moscow-backed separatists. 

 Mr. Putin — who has demanded sweeping security guarantees from NATO and the 
United States — said after his talks with Mr. Macron that Moscow would “do everything 
to find compromises that suit everyone”. 

 He said several proposals put forward by Mr. Macron could “form a basis for further 
steps” on easing the crisis over Ukraine, but did not give any details. 
 
FRENCH PROPOSALS 

 At the same time as sending its military hardware to Ukraine’s borders, Mr. Putin has 
issued demands the West says are unacceptable, including barring Ukraine from 
joining NATO and rolling back alliance forces in eastern Europe. 

 The French presidency said Mr. Macron’s counter proposals included an engagement 
from both sides not to take any new military action, the launching of a strategic 
dialogue and efforts to revive the peace process for Ukraine’s conflict. 

 It also said an agreement would ensure the withdrawal of some 30,000 Russian 
soldiers from Belarus at the end of joint military exercises later this month. 

 The Kremlin insisted that it never had any intention of leaving the troops permanently 
on Belarusian territory. The West faces a tough task trying to convince a wary Mr. 
Zelensky to accept any compromises. 

 Kiev has laid out three “red lines” that it says it will not cross to find a solution — no 
compromise over Ukraine’s territorial integrity, no direct talks with the separatists and 
no interference in its foreign policy. 
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 As Mr. Macron sought a diplomatic solution with Kiev, U.S. President Joe Biden 
ramped up the pressure on Moscow on Monday by warning he would “end” the 
controversial new Nord Stream 2 gas pipeline from Russia to Europe if tanks rolled 
into Ukraine. Mr. Biden’s declaration at a press conference with German Chancellor 
Olaf Scholz was the bluntest so far on the fate of the massive pipeline, which is 
complete but has yet to begin funnelling natural gas. 

 
TRAI STARTS CONSULTATIONS AHEAD OF 5G 
AUCTION‘ 

 TRAI Chairman P.D. Vaghela on Tuesday termed the consultation paper on 5G 
spectrum auction as a ‘watershed in the history of telecom’ as the regulator began 
industry-wide deliberation via open-house discussions, ahead of finalising views on 
aspects such as spectrum pricing. 

 The government expects the Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) to give 
recommendations on 5G spectrum by March. Spectrum auctions will be conducted in 
2022, to facilitate the roll out of 5G mobile services within 2022-23. 

 The industry has made an aggressive pitch for lowering of spectrum pricing. 

 At the virtual TRAI Open House Discussion on Tuesday, Mr. Vaghela urged 
stakeholders to support their suggestions with evidence and best practices. TRAI had 
in November released a consultation paper to discuss modalities for auction of 
spectrum, including pricing and quantum. 

 
THE GOVERNOR’S ROLE IN APPROVING A 
BILL 
Can the Governor over-ride the decision of the Legislative Houses? 
Under what circumstances does the President step in? 

 

 The story so far: The Tamil Nadu Assembly has once again adopted a Bill that 
was earlier returned by Governor R.N. Ravi. The Bill seeks to grant exemption 
from the mandatory National Entrance-cum-Eligibility Test (NEET) for seats 
allotted by the Government in undergraduate medical and dental courses in 
Tamil Nadu. Last week, the Governor returned the Bill, contending that it was 
against the interests of rural and poor students. 
 
WHAT COMES NEXT? 

 There is no doubt that the Governor will now have to grant his assent to the Bill. Under 
Article 200 of the Constitution, which deals with grant of assent to Bills passed by the 
Assembly, the first proviso enables the Governor to return a Bill, that is not a Money 
Bill, with a message requesting the House, or Houses, if there is an upper chamber, 
to reconsider the Bill, or any provisions, and also consider introducing amendments 
he may recommend. The House will have to reconsider as suggested. If the Bill is 
passed again, with or without changes, and presented for assent, “the Governor shall 
not withhold assent therefrom”. 

 In the present case, the Bill will have to be sent to the President for his assent, as it is 
enacted under an entry in the Concurrent List on a subject that is covered by a central 
law. NEET is mandatory under Section 10D of the Indian Medical Council of India Act, 
an amendment introduced in 2016. Therefore, the State law can be in force only if the 
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President grants his assent. This will cure the ‘repugnancy’ between the central and 
State laws. 
 
WHAT IS THE GOVERNOR’S FUNCTION IN PASSING A BILL? 

 Under Article 200, the Governor may (a) grant assent (b) withhold assent (c) return for 
reconsideration by the Legislature or (b) reserve for the consideration of the President 
any Bill passed by the State legislature and presented to him for assent. 

 There is no timeframe fixed in the Constitution for any of these functions. The 
Constitution makes it mandatory that the Governor should reserve for the President’s 
consideration if, in his opinion (a phrase that means he exercises his own discretion 
in this), a Bill that “so derogates from the powers of the High Court as to endanger the 
position which that Court is by this Constitution designed to fill”. In other words, any 
Bill that seems to clip the wings of the High Court or undermine its functioning will not 
become law without the President’s assent. 
 
WHAT HAPPENS WHEN THE PRESIDENT CONSIDERS THE BILL? 

 Once again, there is no timeframe. Article 201 says when a Bill is reserved by a 
Governor for his consideration, “the President shall declare either that he assents to 
the Bill, or that he withholds assent therefrom”. He may also direct the Governor to 
return the Bill, if it is not a Money Bill, to the Legislature along with a message. The 
House or Houses will have to reconsider the Bill within a period of six months from 
receiving it. It may pass the Bill again with or without any change. The Bill shall again 
be presented to the President for his consideration. The article ends with that. This 
means that the Bill will become law if the assent is given, but nothing can be done if 
the Bill is denied assent by the President or if he makes no decision. 
 
DOES THE GOVERNOR HAVE ANY DISCRETION IN THIS REGARD? 

 Section 75 of the Government of India Act, 1935, contained the words ‘in his discretion’ 
while referring to the Governor’s grant of assent to Bills. The phrase was consciously 
omitted when Article 175 in the draft Constitution (later renumbered as the present 
Article 200) was enacted. Commentators generally agree that the Governor, who 
normally functions on the aid and advice of the Council of Ministers, is bound to go by 
the advice in the matter of granting assent. It may seem unusual to say the Governor 
should act on ministerial advice even when withholding assent and returning a Bill for 
reconsideration. However, a reading of the Constituent Assembly debates shows that 
this was indeed what the framers of the Constitution intended. It was explained on 
behalf of the drafting committee that there may be a situation when the Council of 
Ministers feels that a Bill has been hastily adopted or that it requires changes. 

 In such a situation, the Constitution must provide for the possibility that the Council 
may want to recall its Bill, and accordingly advise the Governor to return it. 

 While analysing the provision, the Sarkaria Commission on Union-State Relations 
points out that the Constitutional Adviser’s note said there could be occasions for even 
withholding assent on the advice of the Ministers. 

 For instance, if after a Bill is passed the Ministers resign before the Bill gets the 
Governor’s assent, the new Ministry may not want to go ahead with the Bill and might 
advise against assent being given. These examples suggest that no discretion was 
ever envisaged for the Governor in dealing with Bills. 

 
RENEWING INDO-LANKA RELATIONS AFTER A 
PERIOD OF STRAIN  
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 SRI LANKANS RECOGNISE INDIA AS A TRUE, RELIABLE FRIEND: 
PEIRIS 

 The story so far: Sri Lanka’s Foreign Minister G.L. Peiris on Monday met his 
counterpart S. Jaishankar in New Delhi, as part of the ongoing high-level, and 
increasingly frequent, bilateral engagement between the neighbours. New 
Delhi’s economic assistance to Colombo in recent weeks has made a “world of 
difference”, he told The Hindu in an interview. After a year marked by strain and 
a trust deficit, recent developments signal a “fresh energy” in Indo-Lanka ties, 
according to Mr. Peiris.  
 
HOW IS INDIA HELPING?  

 Beginning January 2022, India has been providing crucial economic support to the 
island nation in the grip of a severe dollar crisis that, many fear, might lead to a 
sovereign default, and a severe shortage of essentials in the import-reliant country.  

 The relief extended by India from the beginning of this year totals over $1.4 billion —
a $400 currency swap, a $500 loan deferment and a $500 Line of Credit for fuel 
imports. Sri Lanka is further negotiating a $1 billion assistance from India to help the 
near 22 million-strong country as it faces an unprecedented economic crisis. 
 
WHY INDIA? 

 Before the pandemic struck, and soon after, it was India that the ruling Rajapaksas 
first approached with requests for a debt freeze and currency swap. However, for 
about two years there was no response from Delhi. Meanwhile, Colombo also sought 
and obtained financial assistance from China through the pandemic years, by way of 
new loans and a currency swap. China also provided about 80% of the vaccines 
administered by Sri Lanka, where about 65% of the population is fully vaccinated. 
Colombo also received some assistance from other countries, such as Bangladesh.  
 
IS THERE A SHIFT? 

 The last year saw a dramatic turn in Indo-Lanka relations, beginning with Colombo’s 
sudden decision in February 2021, to unilaterally cancel a 2019 agreement to jointly 
develop a strategic port (East Container) terminal in Colombo with India and Japan.  

 New Delhi and Tokyo were shocked. They expressed their displeasure at the 
Rajapaksa government’s decision unambiguously. However, Colombo soon offered 
what it called a “compromise deal” to India, roping in the Adani Group as the main 
investor in a neighbouring, West Container Terminal. 

 India quickly took the offer but its concerns over a long-pending agreement on the joint 
development of the World War II-era oil tanks in the strategically located, eastern 
Trincomalee district remained. It was a key talking point during Sri Lankan Finance 
Minister Basil Rajapaksa’s visit to New Delhi end of last year, when he discussed a 
“four-pronged” approach with India to address Sri Lanka’s food and energy security. 
Mr. Basil sort emergency assistance from India when Sri Lanka’s foreign reserves 
dropped to $1.6 billion in November 2021, leaving no dollars for importing essentials, 
or meeting debt obligations.  

 New Delhi’s assistance, diplomatic sources indicated, was contingent on Colombo 
firming up the Trincomalee project agreement. Sure enough, Sri Lanka soon 
announced that it would sign the Trincomalee oil tank farm deal with India. On January 
6, 2022, the two sides inked the agreement, marking a major milestone in the long-
dragging project. A week later, India confirmed a $400 million currency swap for Sri 
Lanka, while deferring another $500 million due for settlement to the Asian Clearing 
Union (ACU). On February 2, 2022, the Export Import Bank (EXIM) of India and the 



 

7 | P a g e  

Government of Sri Lanka signed a $500- million Line of Credit agreement to ease Sri 
Lanka’s fuel imports.  
 
ARE THERE OTHER SOURCES OF TENSION? 

 Yes. The Palk Bay fisheries conflict, involving fishermen of Tamil Nadu and their 
counterparts in war-affected northern Sri Lanka has escalated in recent weeks, 
following mid-sea clashes between fishermen from both sides.  

 Two fishermen from Sri Lanka’s northern Jaffna district were found dead after one 
such clash, triggering massive protests. The Sri Lankan fishermen protested Indian 
fishermen’s use of the destructive bottom trawling fishing method along their coast, 
despite their voicing concern over its impact on marine resources and their post-war 
livelihoods for years now. Bilateral talks between governments and fisher leaders have 
proved unsuccessful so far, with Tamil Nadu fishermen reluctant to move away from 
the practice of bottom trawling that yields high profits.  

 Another aspect in bilateral engagement is the pending political solution to Sri Lanka’s 
Tamil question. Arguably, India’s emphasis on the rights of Tamils has come down in 
recent years, with a growing China pre-occupation dominating its Sri Lanka policy. 

 India and Sri Lanka’s Tamil leadership continue to engage on this aspect. Prominent 
Tamil leaders recently wrote to Prime Minister Narendra Modi, seeking India’s 
intervention in ensuring a durable political solution to Sri Lanka’s historic ethnic 
question. However, it remains to be seen if India has the leverage to influence the 
Rajapaksa administration to decisively address the Tamils’ long-pending concerns, in 
the new Constitution promised by President Gotabaya Rajapaksa.  

 
COASTING TOWARDS TROUBLE 

 This piece by Valerian Rodrigues dated August 3, 2017, gives us a history of the 
communally sensitive regions of coastal Karnataka which is now witnessing escalating 
tensions over the hijab row wherein Muslim women wearing the headscarf are not 
allowed entry into colleges and other educational institutions. 

 The regional media in Karnataka has resorted to highly suggestive terms to describe 
the recurrent pattern of communal outburst in coastal Karnataka, particularly in the 
outlying areas of Mangaluru city, in recent months. One such term is the ‘Republic of 
coastal Karnataka’, where communal bands rule the roost and the State enjoys little 
clout as sovereign, in the same way as in the ‘Republic of Bellary’ where, a few years 
ago, the writ of the mining barons ran. While such an analogy may not capture the 
everyday social dynamics of coastal Karnataka, the term does indicate an emerging 
social sensibility in the region where wanton and brutal killing of an ideological 
adversary is increasingly seen as normal and displayed as a public spectacle to 
reinforce community boundaries. 

 It is important to distinguish between ideological and social communalism mounted in 
coastal Karnataka on the one hand and political communalism elsewhere in the State, 
largely occasioned by the electoral calculations at work, on the other. Political 
communalism employs an event, a monument, a syncretic space or a social cleavage 
to pit a large group of people against the other. It does not sever all ties of people 
forged around social division of labour, linguistic affinities, folklore. But social and 
ideological communalism as in coastal Karnataka attempts to sever communities from 
all social ties and employs every possible resource to subserve this end. At the same 
time, such communalism operates in a context of growing sociality. It marks off a 
people from the rest when their adherents are akin to one another by invoking religious 
divide as its justification. 
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COMMUNITY ENCLOSURES 

 Coastal Karnataka, comprising Dakshina Kannada, Udupi and a large part of Uttara 
Kannada district, has always been peripheral to the larger dynamics at work in the rest 
of Karnataka. During the national movement, a numerically significant section of 
Brahmins from this region aligned itself with sections of backward castes to form the 
main plank of the Congress, while the local landed gentry and Muslims tended to 
favour the non-Brahmin movement. There were other castes and communities such 
as Billavas and Christians who devoted themselves primarily to self-help and self-
improvement. Following Independence, electoral politics drew the landed gentry, 
Muslims, Christians and a little later the Billavas into the Congress fold. Communists 
and socialists too became an important political presence in the region with their social 
base among the tile, cashew, beedi and handloom workers as well as the tenants. 
Communal skirmishes have always erupted in this region from the late 1940s and were 
also employed to target the radical politics of socialists and communists. However, 
such conflicts remained primarily local. 

 Several developments in the 1970s and ’80s led to a distinct dynamics in this region. 
The oil boom after 1973 gave a boost to migration of Muslims and Christians to the 
Gulf region. The Catholic Church, with 8% of the local population as its adherents, 
regrouped itself, following Vatican Council II, by embracing Konkani as its ritual 
language. The access to West Asia helped Muslims of the region as a whole, including 
communities with old roots such as the Bearys and the Navayats, to augment their 
entrepreneurial abilities and explore new avenues of employment, while bringing them 
face to face with the chilling developments in the Islamic world, particularly in the 
aftermath of the Iranian revolution led by Ayatollah Khomeini. 

 Diverse Brahmin castes, that form about 10% of the local population, have always 
enjoyed wider contacts across India particularly given the legacies of association with 
the Advaita and Dwaita traditions, as represented by Sringeri and Udupi, respectively, 
and the age-old hold of Gaud-Saraswats on trade in the western coast. While sections 
of Brahmins and backward castes along the coast came under the influence of the 
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh and the Sangh Parivar in this region early, it was in 
the late 1970s and early 1980s that this influence was to prove decisive. Calls came 
to be issued from different platforms for Hindu unity and pitting this unity against that 
of the Christians and Muslims. At the same time, land reforms and preferential 
measures to Backward Classes initiated by Devaraj Urs in the 1970s made the landed 
gentry desert the Congress fold, while tenants and backward castes flocked to it in 
strength. It also led to the precipitous decline of the socialists and communists in this 
region. 

 This rupture of community affinities was accompanied by the expansion of private 
education in this region, particularly under the aegis of upper-caste entrepreneurs. 
Christians were already a strong presence in this field, and Muslim entrepreneurship 
too registered a steady advance in this sector from the 1980s. In certain other domains 
too such as land deals, construction, transport, and professions, there was a visible 
presence of members drawn from different communities. But such diversification of 
the market was invariably riven by religious belonging. While the goods and services 
sought were the same across the community divide, the associated members 
approached them as members of their respective communities. 
 
COMMUNAL FLARE-UPS 

 Communal riots in this region began to assume a mass character in the 1980s. 
Following the demolition of Babri mosque in 1992, several parts of this region erupted 
and the Army had to be called in to Mangaluru to restore law and order. From the early 
1990s, Bhatkal in Uttar Kannada district blazed a distinct trail of its own when a few 
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youths of this town came under the influence of political Islam. After 1992 communal 
riots have constantly erupted in this region, a major one being at Surathkal on the 
outskirts of Mangaluru in 1998, which resulted in eight deaths. Following the Surathkal 
riot, social vigilantism became a major social phenomenon in the district, every 
community leader playing the role of disciplining its members while gangs in the 
streets enforced it. Local gangs in the name of Sri Ram Sene and Hindu Yuva Sene 
policed social intimacies, often beating up members of other communities, while 
similar gangs guarded the boundaries of their own communities. 

 Politics in the region has largely traversed the fault lines of community divide. 
However, in recent years, given the economic toll that communal riots exact in the 
context of thick social interactions, they tend to be localised or erupt for a day or two 
before they subside, as reconnaissance exercises. But there is a new pattern that has 
become common, i.e. killing a political activist belonging to one of the militant 
communal groups and taking over the streets either to condemn such killings or to 
draw political mileage out of it. It serves the interests of those who want to benefit from 
generalised social interactions without considering the bond of fellow-feeling cutting 
across communities. 

 The State government has largely followed a strategy of using the law and order 
machinery to deal with communal flare-ups in this region. Media reportage and local 
gossip tend to blame politicians for stoking communal passions for electoral gains. But 
the issue demands a much more complex response if a shared public life is to be 
enabled in the context of generalised social interactions deeply marked by community 
affiliations. 

 

IMPORTANT MCQ IN NEWS  

1. Question 

Consider the following statements regarding ‘Motion of Thanks’ 

Failure to pass the motion does not result in the fall of the Government 
No amendments are allowed to the ‘Motion of Thanks’ 
Choose the correct statements 

 a) 1 only 

 b) 2 only 

 c) Both 1 and 2 

 d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Solution(d) 

The Motion of Thanks must be passed in the House. Otherwise, it 
amounts to the defeat of the government. It is one of the ways through 
which the Lok Sabha can also express a lack of confidence in the 
government. If any of the amendments is accepted then the Motion 
of Thanks is adopted in the amended form. Amendments are allowed 
to the motion. 
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2. Question 

‘Operation ‘AAHT’ recently seen in news is related to 

 a) Cyber security 

 b) Human trafficking 

 c) Illegal trade of exotic species 

 d) Naxal combing operations 

Solution(b) 

Railway Protection Force has launched a nationwide operation to curb 
human trafficking. As part of “Operation AAHT”, special teams will be 
deployed on all long-distance trains/routes with focus on rescuing 
victims, particularly women and children, from the clutches of 
traffickers. 

3. Question 

Consider the following statements regarding ‘Prime Minister’s Citizen 
Assistance and Relief in Emergency Situations Fund (PM CARES Fund)’ 

1. The PM CARES Fund is exempt from scrutiny and monitoring of all 
foreign donations 

2. The fund is audited by the Comptroller and Auditor General of India 
3. The fund is not a public authority under Right to Information Act,2005 

Choose the correct statements 

 a) 1 and 2 only 

 b) 2 and 3 only 

 c) 1 and 3 only 

 d) All the above 

Solution(c) 

Foreign contributions and donations are regulated by the Foreign 
Contribution (Regulation) Act 2010 (FCRA) which requires 
registration, and regular documentation of funds received; however, 
the Fund has been exempted from all provisions of the FCRA The PM 
CARES Fund is not being audited by the CAG, and is being audited by a 
private party appointed directly by the Government of India 
insteadThe Fund is not a “public authority” as far as transparency laws 
such as the Right to Information Act 2005 are concerned 
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4. ‘Freedom as to attendance at religions instruction or re-
ligious worship in certain educational institutions is the 
essence of which of the following Articles of the Indian 
Constitution? 
A. Article 27 
B. Article 27(1) 
C. Article 28 
D. Article 26 
Ans. C 
 
5. Articles 29-30 of the Indian Constitution confers which 
of the following distinct rights? 
A. Right of any section of citizens to conserve its own 
language, script or culture 
B. Right to all religious or linguistic minorities to establish 
and administer educational institutions of their choice 
C. Right of an educational institution not to be 
discriminated against in the matter of state aid on the 
ground that it is under management of a minority 
D. All of them 
Ans. D 
 
6. Which of the following conditions for the applications of 
clause (1) of Article 30 of the Indian Constitution is/are 
found to be correct? 
I. In order to claim the benefit of Article 30 (1), the 
community must show (i) that it is a religious or linguistic 
minority and (ii) that the institution was establish by it. 
II. If an institution has been brought into being by a 
minority community it matters not if the funds have been 
supplied by a single individual or by the community at 
large, or whether members outside that community are 
also taking advantage of the institution. 
A. Only I 
B. Only II 
C. Both I and II 
D. None of them 
Ans. C 
 



 

12 | P a g e  

7. The right to administrator may be said to consist of which 
of the following rights? 
I. To choose its managing or governing body. 
II. Not to be compelled to refuse admission to students. 
III. To use its properties and assets for the benefit of the 
institution. 
A. I and II 
B. I and III 
C. I and III 
D. I, II and III 
Ans. D 
 
8. Which of the following Articles of the Indian Constitu-
tion the right to compulsory acquisition of property was 
mentioned before its deletion? 
A. Article 30(1) 
B. Article 31 
C. Article 32 
D. Article 30(2) 
Ans. B 
 


