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STATUE OF EQUALITY: KNOW ALL ABOUT SAINT 
RAMANUJACHARYA AND HIS 216-FEET-TALL 
STATUE IN HYDERABAD 

 PM Modi inaugurated the Statue of Equality in the outskirts of Hyderabad 
yesterday, which is a 216-feet-tall statue of Saint Ramanujacharya. 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated the Statue of Equality on 
February 5 in the outskirts of Hyderabad, Telangana. The Statue of Equality 
is a massive statue of Saint Ramanujacharya, who was one of the most vocal 
advocates of social equality in the country. 

 The Statue of Equality stands a gigantic 216-feet-tall in Hyderabad, and the 
official press release by the government states that the Saint 
Ramanujacharya was someone “who promoted the idea of equality in all 
aspects of living including faith, caste and creed”. 
 
KNOW ALL ABOUT SAINT RAMANUJACHARYA 

 Saint Ramanujacharya is believed to be born in the year 1071 in Tamil Nadu 
and is revered as a Vedic philosopher and social reformer. Ramanujacharya 
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travelled across the country to propagate his teachings, spreading the 
message of equality and social justice to his disciples. 

 One of his key contributions towards the country was reviving the Bhakti 
movement, with his preaching inspiring other Bhakti schools of thought. He 
also acted as the inspiration for many notable poets such as Annamacharya, 
Bhakt Ramdas, Thyagaraja, Kabir, and Meerabai. 

 Apart from being a notable philosopher, Ramanuja was also believed to be 
an environmentalist as he appealed for the protection of nature and its 
resources like air, water, and soil. He wrote the navaratanas, which is the 
combination of nine scriptures, and composed various commentaries of the 
Vedic script. 

 Ramanujacharya often encouraged temples to open their doors to everyone, 
irrespective of their caste, creed or gender. He was often a firm believer of 
the fact that everyone should be educated in a society, even when certain 
sections were barred from it. 
 
HYDERABAD’S STATUE OF EQUALITY 

 The Statue of Equality is a 216-feet-tall sitting statue of the Bhakti Saint 
Ramanujacharya, who promoted the concept of equality throughout India. 
The statue has been constructed in his honour, as he always worked towards 
the upliftment of society as a whole. 

 The Statue of Equality is made of 'panchaloha', a combination of five metals: 
gold, silver, copper, brass and Zinc, and is one of the tallest sitting statues 
in the world. It has been mounted on a 54-feet-tall base building called the 
Bhadra Vedi. 

 As per the government release, the statue has floors dedicated to a Vedic 
digital library and a research centre, along with ancient Indian texts, a 
theatre and an educational gallery consisting of the many works of Saint 
Ramanajucharya. 
 

AWARE OF DATA THEFT CONCERNS ON E-PASSPORTS: 
JAISHANKAR ‘PRECAUTIONS TAKEN TO ENSURE 
PRIVACY AND SAFETY’ 

 The government is aware of concerns over data theft for existing passports, 
and the soon-to-be issued e-passports and has taken adequate precautions 
to ensure privacy and safety, External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar told 
Parliament on Friday, amidst a lively exchange over both electronic chip 
safety for passports as well as whether their launch would “ignore” certain 
States or be rolled out uniformly across the country. 

 The current Passport Seva Project includes robust safeguards for data 
privacy, as well as adequate measures for data security. Passport data is used 
for the specific purpose for which it is obtained. The introduction of the e-
passports does not envisage any deviation from this practice,” the Ministry 
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of External Affairs said in written answers in the Lok Sabha to questions 
posed by M.K. Raghavan of the Congress and Ravindra Khushwaha from the 
Bharatiya Janata Party.  

 To a specific question from Congress member Shashi Tharoor on the dangers 
of “data-skimming” that has also been cited in a report of the American Civil 
Liberties Union that warned of data being misused by terrorists, identity 
thieves and marketeers, Mr. Jaishankar said the government is “very, very 
cognizant” of the concern. “Until we are sure that the skimming danger is 
adequately addressed, naturally we will not be going forward. But we have 
every confidence that will be the case,” he added. 

 During her budget speech this week, Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman 
had announced plans to roll out the e-passport, which will have an 
embedded Radio Frequency Identification (RFID) chip and antenna, and will 
conform with international biometric passports that allow for swifter 
immigration procedures. 

 Mr. Jaishankar said letters of intent for the procurement of 4.5 crore 
electronic chips compliant to the standards set by the International Civil 
Aviation Organisation (ICAO) had been issued by India Security Press in 
Nashik which prints the passport, while technical responsibilities would be 
with the National Informatics Centre (NIC). He said once the procurement 
contracts were finalised, the process would take about six months. 
 

VILLAGERS RESIST SANCTUARY TAG FOR 
LANGUR HABITATTHEY WANT IT TO BE A 
COMMUNITY FOREST RESOURCE 

 Neighbours of a golden langur habitat in western Assam’s Bongaigaon 
district have opposed a move by the State government to upgrade it to a 
wildlife sanctuary. 

 Kakoijana Reserve Forest is one of the better-known homes of the golden 
langur (Trachypithecus geei) found only in Assam and Bhutan and a 
Schedule-I species under the Wildlife Protection Act of 1972. It is listed as 
among the world’s 25 most endangered primates. 

 The Assam Forest Department had in January issued a preliminary 
notification for converting the 19.85 sq. km. patch of forest into the 
Kajoijana Bamuni Hill Wildlife Sanctuary. 
 
SUSTAINABLE CONVERSION 

 In a memorandum to Bongaigaon Deputy Commissioner M.S. Lakshmi Priya, 
the villagers of Bogoriguri Rabhapara said they have been protecting and 
conserving the flora and fauna of Kakoijana Reserve Forest for more than 25 
years. 

 The memorandum submitted on February 2 was on behalf of 34 villages 
around Kakoijana inhabited by the Koch-Rajbongshi, Boro, Garo, Rabha and 
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Gorkha communities. As primary stakeholders, the villagers demanded that 
the “conventional idea of wildlife sanctuary” be dropped and the reserve 
forest converted into a community forest resource “using Forest Rights Act, 
2006, to ensure community co-managed system of participation for 
sustainable conservation”. 

 We consider some of the areas inside the forest as sacred and its sanctity 
should be maintained. The joint forest management committee in the 
surrounding villages are doing a good job in protecting the forest and have 
an intricate relation with the forest,” the memorandum said. 
 
EFFORTS OF CONSERVATION 

 The villagers pointed out that the conservation efforts of the locals had 
helped the authorities concerned to restore the forest canopy from less than 
5% to more than 70%. 

 This in turn helped increase the golden langur population from less than 100 
to more than 600 over almost three decades. 

 Ms. Lakshmi Priya, down with COVID-19, said an update can be provided 
after the issue is studied. 

 
ABOUT GOLDEN LANGUR 

 Gee’s golden langur (Trachypithecus geei), also known as simply the golden 
langur, is an Old World monkey. 

 It is found in a small region of Western Assam and in the neighboring 
foothills of the Black Mountains of Bhutan. 

 Long considered sacred by many Himalayan people, the golden langur was 
first brought to the attention of the western world by the naturalist Edward 
Pritchard Gee in the 1950s. 

 Adult males have a cream to golden coat with darker flanks while the females 
and juveniles are lighter. 

 It has a black face and a long tail up to 50 cm in length. 

 
DISTRIBUTION 

 Its habitat is bounded on the south by the Brahmaputra River, on the east by 
the Manas River, on the west by the Sankosh River, in Assam and on the 
north by the Black Mountains of Bhutan. 
CONSERVATION STATUS 

• IUCN Red List: Endangered 
• CITES: Appendix I 
• Wildlife Protection Act, 1972: Schedule I 
  
  

CHINA, PAK. INK NEW CPEC AGREEMENT PROJECT OF 
STRATEGIC SIGNIFICANCE: IMRAN 
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 China and Pakistan on Friday signed a new agreement on industrial 
cooperation as part of the China Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) plan 
during Prime Minister Imran Khan’s on-going visit to Beijing. 

 The agreement on Friday followed Mr. Khan’s meeting with He Lifeng, 
Chairman of China’s National Development and Reform Commission 
(NDRC). 

 The industrial cooperation agreement is a key part of what is being called 
“phase two” of CPEC. The first phase primarily involved Chinese investments 
in energy projects as well as road infrastructure. 

 The agreement between Pakistan’s Board of Investment and the NDRC is 
aimed at boosting Chinese investment in Pakistan as well as transferring 
Chinese industrial capacity. 

 The framework will “promote industrialisation and development of 
economic zones, and initiate, plan, execute, and monitor projects, both in 
public as well as private sector”, the Associated Press of Pakistan quoted the 
agreement as saying. 

 Mr. Khan told Mr. He that CPEC was a project of “strategic significance for 
both countries” and called for both sides to “expedite” measures to develop 
the Arabian Sea port of Gwadar. 
 
FLAGSHIP PROJECT’ 

 China has described CPEC as a “flagship project” of the Belt and Road 
Initiative. The corridor links Xinjiang with Gwadar, and also passes through 
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir (PoK) where China is investing in a number of 
projects. 

 The Pakistan Prime Minister, who attended the opening of the Winter 
Olympic Games in Beijing, will also hold talks with both Chinese President Xi 
Jinping and Premier Li Keqiang. Besides seeking investment, Mr. Khan will 
also look to reassure Beijing about safety concerns which have slowed 
several CPEC projects. 

 

MCQ OF THE DAY  
 

1-The Institution of Ombudsman was first introduced in: 
A)  New Zealand     B)  Norway 
C)  Finland              D)  Sweden 
Correct Answer: D 
 

2-Which one of the following committees recommended the 
establishment of the institutions of Lokpal and Lokayukta? 

A)  Gorwala Committee 
B)  Appleby Committee 
C)  Administrative Reforms Commission 
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D)  Ashok Mehta Committee 
Correct Answer: C 
 

3-At present, institutions for the redressal of citizen's grievances in 
India include: 

A)  Supreme Court and the Lokpal 
B)  Lokpal and the Lokayukta 
C)  Lokayukta and the Supreme Court 
D)  Administrative Tribunals and the Lokpal 
Correct Answer: C 
 

4-Which of the following are major features of the institutions of 
Lokpal and Lokayukta as recommended by the Administrative Reforms 
Commission? 
1. They should be demonstrably independent and impartial. 
2. They should compare with the highest judicial functionary in the 
country. 
3. They should be directly accountable to Parliament. 
4. Their appointments should as far as possible be non-political. 
Select the correct answer by using the codes given below: 

A)  1 and 4              B)  1, 2 and 4 
C)  1, 2, 3 and 4       D)  2 and 3 
Correct Answer: B 
 

Q-5 
Assertion (A): Lokayukt as have been appointed in all the States of 
India. 
Reason (R): An independent institution is required to redress the 
grievances of the people against the actions of civil servants.Codes: 
A)  Both A and R are individually true and R is the correct explanation 
of A. 
B)  Both A and R are individually true but R is not the correct 
explanation of A. 
C)  A is true but R is false. 
D)  A is false but R is true. 
Correct Answer: D 
 
6-The Lokayukta and Uplokayuktas Act was first passed in: 

A)  Maharashtra              B)  West Bengal 
C)  Karnataka                   D)  Odisha 
Correct Answer: D 
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7-The Administrative Reforms Commission (1966), recommended the 
establishment of 'Lokpal' in India on the lines of Ombudsman of which 
of the following countries? 

1. Finland                      2. Denmark 
3. Norway                      4. Switzerland 
Select the correct answer using the codes given below: 
A)  1, 2 and 4                     B)  1 and 2 
C)  1, 2 and 3                     D)  3 and 4 

Correct Answer: C 
 
8-The specific purpose of the institution of Lok Pal is to: 

A)  Strengthen legislative control over administration 
B)  Supplement judicial control over administration 
C)  Protect and promote integrity in administration 
D)  Enable effective popular control over administration 

 
9-Which of the following States require(s) judicial qualifications for the 
appointment of Lokayukta? 

1. Maharashtra  2. Rajasthan 
3. Bihar   4. Andhra Pradesh 
Select the correct answer using the codes given below: 
A)  1 only               B)  2 and 3 
C)  4 only               D)  1 and 4 
Correct Answer: C 
 

10-The office of Lokpal and Lokayukta in India is based on which one 
of the following? 

A)  Parliamentary Commissioner of UK 
B)  Ombudsman in Scandinavia 
C)  Procurator General of Russia 
D)  Council of State in France 
Correct Answer: B 

 
QUES 11 . Consider the following statements about  Statue of Equality 

1. It is dedicated to saint Madhvacharya. 
2 . It is situated at Nalgonda. 
Which among the above statements is/are correct? 
a. only 1  b. only 2   
c . both of the above   
d. none of the above 
Answer – d 

 
QUES 12 . Consider the following statements about  Ramanuja ( 1017–
1137 CE) a Hindu theologian and philosopher- 
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1 . He is famous as the chief proponent of Vishishtadvaita subschool of 
Vedanta. 
2 . Ramanuja’s guru was Adi Shankara. 
3 . His theories assert that there exists a plurality and distinction between 
Atman (soul) and Brahman (metaphysical, ultimate reality). 
Which among the above statements is/are incorrect? 

a . only 1  b . only 2  c . only 3  d . 2 & 3 
Answer – b 
 
QUES 13 .Consider the following statements about  Vishishtadvaita- 
1 . It is a non-dualistic school of Vedanta philosophy. 
2 . It is non-dualism of the qualified whole, in which Brahman alone exists, 
but is characterized by multiplicity. 
Which among the above statements is/are correct? 
a . only 1     b . only 2 
c . both of the above   d . none of the above 
Answer – c 
 
14-Which of the following wildlife sanctuaries is a protected habitat for 
Golden Langurs? 

A.Coringa wildlife sanctuary 
B.Koundinya wildlife sanctuary 
C.Kaimur wildlife sanctuary 
D.Chakrashila wildlife sanctuary 
 

Correct Answer -D- Chakrashila wildlife sanctuary 
Golden Langur is found only in north - eastern India and Bhutan. Chakrashila 
wildlife sanctuary and Manas wildlife sanctuary in Assam are the two 
protected habitats for the Golden Langurs in India. 

 
Q15. Which of the following is true about Golden Langur? 
1- In India it is found only in North East India 
2- Its IUCN status is Endangered  
Select the correct answer from the codes given below: 
a- only 1    b-only-2 
c-both 1 and 2   d-none of thease 
Answer: [C]  
Both 
Notes: Golden Langur also called Gee's Golden Langur is one of the primates 
found in the the foothills of Bhutan (North), Manas river (East), Sankosh 
river (West), and Brahmaputra river (South). Its IUCN status is Endangered. 


