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BJP RETAINS 4 STATES; AAP SCORES LANDSLIDE IN 
PUNJAB 

• Adityanath returns with higher vote share, fewer seats Uttarakhand votes for 
BJP, but CM Dhami loses BJP to form govt. in Goa with Independents, MGP 
In Manipur, BJP wins 32 seats in 60-member House AAP wins 92 of 117 seats 
in Punjab, packs off Congress 

• The BJP retained power in four of the five States that went to the polls, while 
the Congress lost Punjab to the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP). The AAP said it 
had emerged as the “natural, national” alternative to the BJP, even as the 
Congress declined to a new low. 



 

• The BJP held 
on to power 
in Uttar 
Pradesh, 
where it won 
two-thirds of 
the seats, 
compared 
with three-
fourths in 
2017. Its vote 
share 
increased in 
U.P., Goa 
and 
Manipur. The party conclusively won Uttarakhand, and won enough seats to 
retain power in Manipur and Goa — three States where its main rival was 
the Congress. 

• This is a seal of approval by the people for the BJP’s pro-poor, proactive 
governance,” Prime Minister Narendra Modi said at the party headquarters 
on Thursday evening. “We will learn from this,” Congress leader Rahul 
Gandhi posted on Twitter. 

• In U.P., the Samajwadi Party doubled its 2017 tally but fell far short of a 
majority, in the second consecutive Assembly election defeat under the 
leadership of Akhilesh Yadav, who did not comment on the results. His call 
for a coalition of Ambedkarites and Samajwadis — a euphemism for Dalits 
and Other Backward Classes — had takers as the increase in SP’s vote share 
shows, but nowhere enough to dislodge the BJP. Bolstered by Hindutva, 
welfarism, and expansive accommodation of OBCs and Dalits, the BJP 
stayed ahead of the SP across all regions of the State. In west U.P., the SP’s 
alliance with the Rashtriya Lok Dal dented the BJP but only marginally. 

• This is a victory of nationalism and good governance,” Chief Minister Yogi 
Adityanath told an ecstatic crowd at the party office in Lucknow, concluding 
his speech with calls of “Jai Shriram”. 

• In Punjab, the AAP harnessed the resentment against the Congress and the 
Akali Dal that have been alternating in power, to build a decisive 
momentum that won it 92 of the 117 seats in the State. The Congress won 18 
and the BJP two, which is as many as what the Congress won in U.P. 
REVOLUTION, SAYS KEJRIWAL 



 

• This is a revolution,” AAP founder and Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal 
said. “First this revolution happened in Delhi, then in Punjab and it will now 
happen all over country,” he said. 

• The AAP will have two Chief Ministers after Thursday’s results, which is as 
many as what the Congress has. The Congress’s last-minute efforts to rescue 
its fortunes in Punjab, which elected one-fifths of its Lok Sabha members, 
through a leadership change that brought Charanjit Singh Channi at the 
helm did not bear fruit. The move appears to have alienated dominant social 
groups such as Jat Sikhs. Mr. Channi lost both seats that he contested. The 
father-son duo that helms the SAD — Sukhbir Singh Badal and Parkash 
Singh Badal — both former CMs, lost their seats, even as the party finished 
with just four seats in its second consecutive rout. 

INDIA, JAPAN ARMY EXERCISE CONCLUDES 
• India-Japan bilateral Army exercise, Dharma Guardian, concluded at 

Belgaum on Thursday, while Australian Army Chief Lt. 
Gen. Richard Maxwell Burr, who is on a four-day visit to 
India, witnessed a firepower demonstration at the 
Pokhran firing range.  

• Both contingents shared their expertise on exploiting 
disruptive technologies like drone and anti-drone 
weapons,” the Army said in a statement on the exercise. 

RUSSIA SAYS CHINA IS REFUSING TO 
SUPPLY PARTS TO ITS AIRLINES REUTERS 

• China has refused to supply Russian airlines with aircraft parts, an official at 
Russia’s aviation authority was quoted by Russian news agencies as saying 
on Thursday, after Boeing and Airbus halted supply of components. 

• Russia’s aviation sector is being squeezed by Western sanctions over the 
invasion of Ukraine, with Russia’s foreign ministry warning this week that 
the safety of Russian passenger flights was under threat. 

• Agencies, including Interfax, quoted Valery Kudinov, a Rosaviatsia official 
responsible for maintaining aeroplane airworthiness, as saying that Russia 
would look for opportunities to source parts from countries, including 
Turkey and India. 

• He also said Russian companies were registering their planes, many of which 
had been registered abroad, in Russia after the U.S. and EU sanctions on 
aviation and that he expects some others to be returned to leasing 
companies. 

• Separately, a draft law published on Thursday showed the Russian 
government plans to order domestic airlines to pay for leased aircraft in 



 

roubles and could bar them from returning planes to foreign companies if 
leases are cancelled. 

INFLATION MAY STAY BELOW 6% EVEN IF OIL 
AVERAGES $100: CRISIL 
‘Rising prices remain an elevated risk to growth as consumption still 
subdued’ 

• India’s retail inflation may average below 6% even if crude oil prices average 
$100 a barrel in 2022-23, but rising prices remain an elevated risk to growth 
especially as private consumption remains subdued, rating firm Crisil said 
on Thursday. 

• Assuming a full pass-through of global crude prices to retail fuel prices in 
India, Crisil expects average consumer inflation to be 5.4% if oil prices 
average $85-90 a barrel, and rise to 5.8% if the mean crude price is at $100 a 
barrel through the next fiscal year. 

• However, core inflation would remain sticky as firms would look to pass on 
higher input costs to customers, and services inflation would catch up 
following the normalisation of activities, the rating agency warned. 

• Crisil retained its growth estimate for next fiscal at 7.8% despite the 
Ukraine-Russia conflict multiplying existing downside risks such as interest 
rate increases in the U.S. Noting that private consumption remained the 
weak link in India’s ‘nascent and uneven’ economic recovery from the 
pandemic, the agency mooted more fiscal policy support. 

• Although private consumption will receive some support from 
normalisation of activity... we believe fiscal policy may need to be deployed 
more aggressively than envisaged in the Union Budget,” said Crisil chief 
economist Dharmakirti Joshi. “This can be done via increasing allocation for 
employment generating schemes, providing subsidy on food, and cutting 
duties on petroleum products,” Mr. Joshi added. 
 

‘COAL IMPORTS FROM RUSSIA MAY BE 
HIGHEST IN 2 YEARS IN MARCH’ 
‘Russia may offer more competitive rates to Indian buyers’ 

• India’s coal imports from Russia in March could be the highest in more than 
two years, data showed, as Indian buyers continue buying the fuel from a 
market that is now increasingly isolated by sanctions. 

• Vessels carrying at least 1.06 million tonnes of coking coal, mainly used for 
steelmaking, and thermal coal, used primarily for electricity generation, are 
set to deliver the fuel at Indian ports in March, the highest since January 
2020, data from consultancy Kpler showed. 



 

• Russia, usually India’s sixth-largest supplier of coking and thermal coal, 
could start offering more competitive prices to Chinese and Indian buyers as 
European and other customers spurn Russia because of sanctions, traders 
said, adding that the trade could also be boosted by a rouble-rupee trading 
arrangement. About 8,70,000 tonnes of Russian coal have already been 
delivered or are expected to be delivered at Indian shores until March 20, 
the highest since April 2020, Indian consultancy Coalmint said. 

• The number would be higher if more coal was loaded at Russian ports since 
mid-February, as it typically takes about a month for Russian vessels to 
deliver to India, said Aditi Tiwari, coal market head at Coalmint. 

• Indian buyers have taken a back seat after the... sanctions on Russia. They 
are looking out for alternatives.”But at least three vessels carrying coal set 
sail to India from Russia after its invasion of Ukraine, according to Refinitiv 
vessel tracking data and an industry source. 
 

WHAT DO WE KNOW ABOUT THE NEWEST 
CRATER ON THE MOON? 
This is the first recorded unintentional case of space junk hitting the moon 

• The story so far: A leftover piece of a spacecraft flying through space 
reportedly hit the surface of the moon last Friday, creating a new crater that 
may be around 65 feet wide. The piece of space junk was earlier believed to 
be a SpaceX rocket, but was later said to be the third-stage booster of 
Chang'e 5-T1 – a lunar mission launched by the China National Space 
Administration in 2014. China, however, denied responsibility, saying that 
the booster in question had "safely entered the earth's atmosphere and was 
completely incinerated", news agency AFP reported. According to orbital 
calculations, the collision took place on March 4 at 5.55 p.m. IST on the far 
side of the moon. The object reportedly weighs around four tonnes and was 
racing towards the moon at a speed of 9,300 km an hour. The speed, 
trajectory, and time of impact were calculated using earth-based telescope 
observations. 
HOW WAS THE OBJECT SPOTTED IN SPACE? 

• American astronomer Bill Gray was the first to predict the collision. In 
January 2022, Gray had said that a booster from a SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket 
was likely to hit the moon after seven years of floating in space. Gray later 
corrected his prediction, saying that the space junk was part of a Chinese 
lunar mission and not from SpaceX. 

• Gray runs Project Pluto, a blog that tracks near-earth objects. Project Pluto 
also supplies astronomical software to amateur and professional 



 

astronomers. Gray is the creator of popular astronomy software called 
Guide. 

• The astronomer explained the process of ascertaining the date and time of 
the collision in a blog post on Project Pluto. He informed that the object was 
first spotted during an asteroid survey in 2015 and was believed to be a part 
of the Deep Space Climate Observatory (DSCOVR) satellite that was 
launched by SpaceX on Falcon 9 rocket on February 11, 2015. 

• Gray continued to track the object, and after analysing data that came in 
from nine different observatories in January 2022, he was able to improve 
the accuracy of the object’s trajectory and give a confident prediction of the 
date and time of the object’s collision with the surface of the moon. 

• The astronomer has also said that this is the first recorded unintentional 
case of space junk hitting the moon. 
WHY DID GRAY CHANGE HIS PREDICTION ABOUT THE IDENTITY 
OF THE OBJECT? 

• According to Gray, an email from Jon Giorgini of NASA’s Jet Propulsion 
Laboratory in California made him retrace the trajectory of DSCOVR, and it 
was seen that the SpaceX spacecraft did not go close to the moon. “It would 
be a little strange if the second stage went right past the moon, while 
DSCOVR was in another part of the sky. There's always some separation, but 
this was suspiciously large,” Gray wrote on his blog. The astronomer then 
studied the trajectory of the object backwards, and discovered a lunar flyby 
on October 28, 2014. The Chang'e 5-T1 mission was launched on October 23, 
2014, providing evidence that the object was indeed a leftover from the same 
mission. 

• A team at the University of Arizona also studied the object and confirmed 
that it resembles the Chinese rocket and not that of SpaceX. 
HOW WILL THE IMPACT BE CONFIRMED? 

• NASA’s Lunar Reconnaissance Orbiter and ISRO’s Chandrayaan-2 orbiter 
are two active lunar missions that are capable of observing the crater and 
picturing it. The location of the impact – on the far side of the moon – has 
made it difficult for the crater to be pictured and studied immediately. 
IS THE CRATER PERMANENT? 

• Both the earth and the moon have been hit by multiple objects like asteroids 
throughout their existence, but craters on the moon are of a more 
permanent nature than those on earth. This is because of processes like 
erosion, tectonics, and volcanism. According to NASA, these three processes 
keep the surface of the earth crater-free and remove traces of collisions that 
have happened in the past. Currently, the earth has less than 200 known 
craters while the moon has thousands. 



 

• An absence of atmosphere means there is no wind system and no weather 
on the moon, and hence no cause for erosion of existing craters. Absence of 
tectonics prevents the moon’s surface from forming new rocks, or causing a 
shift in the existing surface patterns, unlike that on earth. Lastly, absence of 
volcanism makes it impossible for craters to be covered. 

  
 

 IMPOTANT MCQ 
 

1.Which military exercise pair is correct  

1. simbex exercise   -oman  
2. al nagah  - singapore 
3. ekuverin -maldives  

A-only-1       B-only-2    C-only-3     D-  none of thease  
 

.2 Zapad is a : 

i) Multinational Military Exercise 
ii) Maritime exercise conducted between India and Russia  
iii) Military exercise between China, India and Russia 
A.nly I       B.Only ii      C.i and iii          D.None of the above  
Ans. a 
Explanation: Zapad is a multinational military exercise held in Russia. 
India, Pakistan and China along with Eurasia and South Asia participate 
in it.     
 

3. Consider the following statements:  
1. Gondwana coal is laminated, bituminous coal., 
2. Gondwana coal is completely free from moisture, sulphur, and 
phosphorus., 
 Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
 
A. 1 only       B. 2 only         C. Both 1 and 2        D. Neither 1 nor 2 
Answer: Option A 
Explanation : Gondwana coal is a laminated, bituminous coal. The 
Gondwana coal is a laminated bituminous coal within which dull and 
bright layers alternate. This coal is almost free from moisture but it 
contains variable quantities of sulphur and phosphorous. In general, 
Gondwana coal is good steam or gas coal. This is also known as 
metallurgical coal. 



 

 
4.Which statement is correct about indias oil import  

1. India imports 85% of its crude oil needs and about half of its natural gas 
requirement.  

2. Oil and gas sector is among the eight core industries in India and plays a 
major role in influencing decision making for all the other important 
sections of the economy. 
A. 1 only       B. 2 only         C. Both 1 and 2        D. Neither 1 nor 2 
 
Ans-c 
 

5.Which statement is correct about indias oil import  
1. It has allowed 100% Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) 
2. According to IEA (India Energy Outlook 2021), primary energy demand is 

expected to nearly double to 1,123 million tonnes of oil equivalent, as the 
country's gross domestic product (GDP) is expected to increase to USD 
8.6 trillion by 2040. 

3. The United States overtook Saudi Arabia as India's second biggest oil 
supplier 
A. 1 only       B. 2 only         C. Both 1 and 2        D. all correct  
Ans-d 
 


