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DOUBTS OVER DEFENCE SUPPLIES TO INDIA 
Deliveries from Moscow, Kyiv could be delayed; threat of sanctions looms large 

 With tensions escalating between Russia and the West over the Ukraine crisis, 

India, which has major defence cooperation with Moscow and Kyiv, faces 

uncertainty over timely deliveries in the near future in addition to the lingering 

threat of the U.S. sanctions under CAATSA (Countering America’s Adversaries 

Through Sanctions Act) over the S-400 deal. 

 In the past, tensions between Russia and Ukraine had considerably delayed the 

modernisation of the An-32 transport fleet of the Indian Air Force (IAF). 
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 “It is too early to say at the moment, but there could be delays in deliveries from 

Russia both due to their own domestic commitments as well the sanctions 

imposed by the West,” an official source said on the condition of anonymity.  

 The current crisis could also complicate the CAATSA waiver India is looking for 

from the U.S. administration, two officials independently said. While, the S-400 

deliveries began in December and are under way, a clarity on the timely 

completion was awaited, one of the official noted. 

 Several observers termed the severance of links and economic sanctions by the 

West on Russia “unprecedented.” In this backdrop, India requires a functioning 

supply chain relationship with Russia for spares and support, which is critical for 

its military. 

 To questions on possible restrictions by the U.S. on Russian equipment, former 

Indian Ambassador to Russia D.B. Venkatesh Varma said, “It will be very 

unfortunate if the U.S. has the same objective as China — to weaken the India-

Russia defence relationship to the detriment of India’s defence capabilities.” 

 

TRADITIONAL SUPPLIER 

 While Russia has been a traditional military supplier sharing platforms and 

technologies that others would not, the cooperation has further deepened in recent 

years. The defence trade between the two countries has crossed $15 billion since 

2018. 

 Even today, over 60% of Indian military inventory is of Russian origin, especially 

with respect to fighter jets, tanks, helicopters and submarines among others,while 

several deals are in the pipeline. For instance, in December, India and Russia 

signed a ₹5,000-crore deal for 6.1 lakh AK-203 assault rifles to be manufactured 

jointly in Uttar Pradesh. Production was to begin within a few months and it is 

expected to reach full-scale production within two or three years, said Alexander 

Mikheev, Director-General of Rosoboronexport. 

 In addition, Russia is manufacturing two stealth frigates for the Navy. They are 

to be delivered next year onwards, while another two are being manufactured by 

the Goa Shipyard Limited under technology transfer. The keel of the ships has 

been laid and the Navy has said that the first one will be delivered in 2026 and 

the second one six months later. 

 India had signed a separate deal with Ukraine for eight Zorya-Mashproekt gas 

turbine engines for the frigates. As reported earlier by The Hindu, officials had 

said that the engines, gear boxes and specialist support will cost around $50 

million a ship. India had taken delivery of engines for the first two frigates and 

handed them over to Russia for the frigates under construction there. However, 

the status of the engines for the frigates being built in India is not known. India is 

also looking to receive the third Akula class nuclear attack submarine (SSN) 

sometime in 2025. With the current offensive, the Russian defence industry may 

be preoccupied to supply to their own forces, a military officer observed, adding 

that they hoped it would be able to ensure timely deliveries. 

 

DEALS WITH UKRAINE 
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 As for Ukraine, it is upgrading over 100 An-32 transport aircraft of the IAF under 

a deal finalised in 2009. 

 While the upgrade of 45 An-32s in Ukraine was completed in 2015, the remaining 

aircraft were to be upgraded by the IAF Base Repair Depot, Kanpur. Ukraine 

officials had stated that all contractual obligations for the local upgrade would be 

fulfilled by 2020, though the current status was not immediately known. 

 At the Aero India in February 2021, Ukraine signed four agreements worth $70 

million, which includes sale of new weapons as well as maintenance and upgrade 

of the existing ones in service with the military, as reported earlier. 

 

UNITED NATIONS HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR REFUGEES 
 The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) is a UN 

agency mandated to aid and protect refugees, forcibly displaced communities, 

and stateless people, and to assist in their voluntary repatriation, local integration 

or resettlement to a third country. It is headquartered in Geneva, Switzerland, 

with over 17,300 staff working in 135 countries.  

 

BACKGROUND 

 UNHCR was created in 1950 to address the refugee crisis that resulted 

from World War II. The 1951 Refugee Convention established the scope and 

legal framework of the agency's work, which initially focused on Europeans 

uprooted by the war. Beginning in the late 1950s, displacement caused by other 

conflicts, from the Hungarian Uprising to the decolonization of Africa and Asia, 

broadened the scope of UNHCR's operations. Commensurate with the 1967 

Protocol to the Refugee Convention, which expanded the geographic and 

temporal scope of refugee assistance, UNHCR operated across the world, with 

the bulk of its activities in developing countries. By its 65th anniversary in 2015, 

the agency had assisted more 50 million refugees worldwide. 

 As of June 2020, UNHCR has over 20 million refugees under its 

mandate.] Consequently, its annual budget has grown from US$300,000 in 1951 

to US$8.6 billion in 2019, making it one of the largest UN agencies by 

expenditure. The vast majority of UNHCR's budget comes from voluntary 

contributions, mostly from member states; the largest donors are the United 

States, the European Union, and Germany. The agency's work includes providing 

protection, shelter, healthcare and emergency relief, assisting in resettlement and 

repatriation, and advocating for national and multilateral policies on behalf of 

refugees.  

 In recognition of its work, UNHCR has won two Nobel Peace Prizes, in 1954 and 

1981 and a Prince of Asturias Awards for International Cooperation in 1991.] It 

is a member of the United Nations Development Group, a consortium of 

organizations dedicated to sustainable development 
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 UNHCR was established on 14 December 1950 and succeeded the earlier United 

Nations Relief and Rehabilitation Administration. The agency is mandated to lead 

and co-ordinate international action to protect refugees (other than Palestinian 

refugees, who are assisted by UNRWA) and resolve refugee problems 

worldwide. Its primary purpose is to safeguard the rights and well-being of 

refugees. It strives to ensure that everyone can exercise the right to seek 

asylum and find safe refuge in another state, with the option to return home 

voluntarily, integrate locally or to resettle in a third country. 

 UNHCR's mandate has gradually been expanded to include protecting and 

providing humanitarian assistance to whom it describes as other persons "of 

concern," including internally displaced persons (IDPs) who would fit the legal 

definition of a refugee under the 1951 United Nations Convention Relating to the 

Status of Refugees and 1967 Protocol, the 1969 Organization for African Unity 

Convention, or some other treaty if they left their country, but who presently 

remain in their country of origin. UNHCR presently has major missions 

in Lebanon, South Sudan, Chad/Darfur, Democratic Republic of 

Congo, Iraq, Afghanistan as well as Kenya to assist and provide services to IDPs 

and refugees in camps and in urban settings. 

 UNHCR maintains a database of refugee information, ProGres, which was 

created during the Kosovo War in the 1990s. The database today contains data on 

over 11 million refugees or about 11% of all displaced persons globally. The 

database contains biometric data, including fingerprints and iris scans and is used 

to determine aid distribution for recipients. The results of using biometric 

verification have been successful. When introduced in Kenyan refugee camps 

of Kakuma and Dadaab in the year 2013, the UN World Food Programme was 

able to eliminate $1.4m in waste and fraud.  

 To achieve its mandate, the UNHCR engages in activities both in the countries of 

interest and in countries with donors. This includes hosting "expert roundtables" 

to discuss issues of concern to the international refugee community. 

 

RUSSIA BEARS DOWN ON KYIV AND KHARKIV 
10 persons killed, 35 injured in rocket strikes, stage set for fresh round of peace 

talks to be held today 

 A Russian armoured column bore down on Ukraine’s capital Kyiv on Tuesday 

and invasion forces fired rocket barrages into the centre of the country’s second 

largest city Kharkiv, on the sixth day of Russia’s assault on its western neighbour. 

 Rocket strikes on Kharkiv killed at least 10 persons and wounded 35, Ukrainian 

Interior Ministry adviser Anton Herashchenko said. Similar strikes killed and 

wounded dozens in the city the previous day. 

 “The rubble is being cleared and there will be even more victims and wounded,” 

he said. 

 Nearly a week since Russian troops poured over the border, they have failed to 

capture a single major Ukrainian city after running into fierce resistance. The 
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civilian deaths of the last 48 hours were an ominous sign that frustrated Russian 

commanders could be resorting to more devastating tactics. 

 Russia still has more forces to throw into the fight even though President Vladimir 

Putin faces worldwide condemnation and international sanctions for his actions. 

 Oil company Shell became the latest Western firm to announce it was pulling out 

of Russia. The sanctions and global financial isolation have already had a 

devastating impact on Russia’s economy, with the rouble in freefall and queues 

outside banks as Russians rush to salvage their savings. 

 

MORE TALKS 

 Russia’s TASS news agency reported new peace talks would be held on 

Wednesday. Talks between Russian and Ukrainian officials held on Monday at 

the Belarus border failed to reach a breakthrough. Ukrainian Foreign Minister 

Dmytro Kuleba said Kyiv was ready to talk to Moscow but would not just follow 

Russian ultimatums. 

 Pictures released by U.S. satellite company Maxar showed Russian tanks, 

artillery and fuel trucks stretching for 40 miles (60 km) along a highway to the 

north. 

 Some residents in the capital of 3 million people have been sheltering in 

underground metro stations at night. 

 Russian troops fired artillery at Kyiv, Kharkiv and the southern port city of 

Mariupol overnight while the Ukrainian side shot down Russian military planes 

around the capital, presidential adviser Oleksiy Arestovych said in a briefing. 

 Ukrainian authorities also reported 70 soldiers killed in a rocket attack in a town 

between Kyiv and Kharkiv. 

 

FINAL GOAL 

 In Moscow, Russian Defence Minister Sergei Shoigu said the Kremlin would 

press its military operation in Ukraine until it achieves its goals. It aimed to 

protect itself from threats created by the West and was not occupying Ukraine’s 

territory. 

 Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov told a Geneva disarmament meeting via 

video link on Tuesday that Ukraine had been seeking nuclear weapons. Dozens 

of diplomats walked out as he began his speech. 

 Kharkiv, a mainly Russian-speaking city of 1.5 million people near the Russian 

border, has borne the brunt of attacks since Monday. 

 Human rights groups and Ukraine’s ambassador to the United States have 

accused Russia of using cluster bombs and vacuum bombs, weapons condemned 

by many organisations. 

 Ukraine’s general staff said Russian losses included 5,710 personnel, 29 

destroyed and damaged aircraft and 198 tanks, all figures that could not be 

verified. 
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WHAT ARE VACUUM BOMBS?  

 A vacuum bomb, dubbed the 'father of all bombs', works by using oxygen from 

the surrounding air to generate a high-temperature explosion, making it far 

deadlier than a conventional weapon. A vaccuum bomb or a thermobaric bomb 

is capable of vapourising human bodies, crushing internal organs, and reducing 

cities to rubble, causing huge loss of life, according to an article published by 

Duke University, North Carolina.  

 Vacuum bombs are more powerful than conventional high-explosive munitions 

of comparable size, and are more likely to kill and injure people in bunkers, 

shelters, and caves, and kill and injure in a particularly brutal manner over a wide 

area. 

 

HOW DO VACUUM BOMBS WORK? 

 Vaccum bombs use different combinations of heat and pressure to produce 

different huge explosive effects. An initial explosion produces a pressure wave 

powerful enough to flatten buildings or penetrate into caves or other structures, 

according to an article published by University of Portsmouth, England. The 

explosion will also disperse highly flammable fuel particles around its vicinity.  

 Thermobaric bombs instantaneously suck out the oxygen from the body a person 

caught in the blast radius. Toxic, flammable particles which enter into one's body 

start killing the person from the inside out. 

 Thermobaric bombs first appeared in modern form in the 1960s, the article said. 

Russia, the US, China, India, and many other countries are said to have used them. 

 The flammable particles, often aluminium-based, ignite a fraction of a second 

later, and burn at very high temperatures. The two blasts combine for maximum 

effect, and use up all the oxygen in the surrounding air, creating a vacuum. Hence, 

these bombs are known as vacuum bombs.  

 The resulting vacuum can be powerful enough to rupture the lungs and eardrums 

of anyone nearby, the article said. 

 The Syrian and Russian governments were previously accused of using 

thermobaric bombs against rebel forces, which had devastating impacts on nearby 

civilians.  

 The fuel in a thermobaric weapon consists of a monopropellant (substance used 

as fuel without an additional oxidising agent, and which releases energy through 

exothermic chemical decomposition) and energetic particles. The 

monopropellant detonates in a manner similar to trinitrotoluene (TNT), one of the 

most popular explosive compounds. The energetic particles burn rapidly in the 

surrounding air, resulting in an intense fireball and high blast overpressure, 

according to an article published by GlobalSecurity.org, an independent 

organisation focused on national and international security issues. 

 Performance enhancement in thermobaric bombs is achieved by addition of 

excess metals to the explosive composition. The primary metals of choice are 

aluminium and magnesium.  



 

7 | P a g e  

 

WHAT ARE THE RULES FOR USE OF INCENDIARY WEAPONS? 

 Incendiary weapons are weapons which produce heat and fire through the 

chemical reaction of a flammable substance, and cause excruciating burns and 

destroy homes and other civilian structures. Vacuum bombs have incendiary 

effects on humans and other life forms. 

 The Protocol III of the Convention on Certain Conventional Weapons (CCW) 

does have various limitations on the use of incendiary weapons. The CCW states 

that it is further prohibited to make any military objective located within a 

concentration of civilians the object of attack by means of incendiary weapons 

other than air-delivered incendiary weapons, except when such military objective 

is clearly separated from the concentration of civilians, and all feasible 

precautions are taken with a view to limiting the incendiary effects to the military 

objective.  

 Also, all feasible precautions are to be taken with a view to avoiding, and in any 

event to minimising incidental loss of civilian life, injury to civilians, and damage 

to civilian objects, according to the CCW.  

 

WHEN WERE THERMOBARIC BOMBS USED BEFORE? 

 Thermobaric bombs were used by the German army in World War II. Austrian 

physicist Mario Zippermayr was the inventor.  

 These weapons were not widely developed until the 1960s, when the United 

States used them in the Vietnam War.  

 On December 27, 1999, Russian forces were using fuel-air explosives in the 

fighting in Chechnya. The use of fuel-air explosives represented a dangerous 

escalation in the Chechnya conflict, and had important humanitarian implications, 

the Human Rights Watch, an international non-governmental organisation, said 

on its website. 

 Russia reportedly used the TOS-1 Buratino multiple launch rocket system 

(MLRS) against Syria in the Syrian civil war, which began in 2011.  

 According to an article published by American bimonthly magazine The National 

Interest, TOS-1 Buratino is a unique Russian self-propelled MLRS whose 

speciality is obliterating heavily fortified positions. 

 

CASH-STRAPPED EGYPT HIKES SUEZ CANAL 

TRANSIT FEES FOR SHIPS 
 Cash-strapped Egypt increased transit fees on Tuesday for ships passing through 

the Suez Canal, one of the world’s most crucial waterways, with hikes of up to 

10%, officials said. 

 The Suez Canal Authority said on its website the increases were “in line with the 

significant growth in global trade” and cited the canal’s “development and 

enhancement of the transit service.” 

 According to a statement, transit fees for liquefied petroleum gas, chemical 

tankers, and other liquid bulk tankers increased by 10%. Vessels carrying 
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vehicles, natural gas and general cargo, as well as multi-purpose vessels, will see 

an increase of 7%, while a 5% increase will be imposed on oil and crude tankers 

and dry bulk vessels, it said. 

 The hikes could later be revised or called off, according to changes in global 

shipping, it added. 

 Canal authorities have been working to widen and deepen the waterway’s 

southern part, where a hulking vessel ran aground and closed off the canal in 

March 2021. 

 The six-day blockage disrupted global shipment. 

 About 10% of global trade, including 7% of the world’s oil, flows through the 

Suez Canal, which connects the Mediterranean and Red seas. 

 For Egypt, the canal — which first opened in 1869 — is a source of both national 

pride and foreign currency. 

 Authorities said 20,649 vessels passed through the canal last year, a 10% increase 

compared to 18,830 vessels in 2020. The annual revenues of the canal reached 

$6.3 billion in 2021, the highest in its history. 

 

UKRAINE WAR WILL LIFT IMPORT BILL, WIDEN 

CURRENT ACCOUNT DEFICIT’ 

 Mineral, edible oils may see impact, spur inflation: Ind-Ra 

 The ongoing crisis in Ukraine is set to push the country’s import bills beyond the 

$600-billion mark this fiscal, given India’s import dependence on crude oil, 

natural gas, gems and jewellery, edible oils and fertilizers, which can lead to a 

spike in inflation, wider current account deficit, and a falling rupee, India Ratings 

warned in a report on Tuesday. 

 The rating agency said the ongoing geopolitical risks arising from the Russia-

Ukraine war would push India’s import bills higher for items such as mineral oils 

and gas, gems and jewellery, edible oils and fertilizers. 

 As a result, merchandise imports may cross $600 billion in FY22, up from $492.9 

billion in the first 10 months. 

 The impact will be felt more on inflation, a widening current account deficit and 

a falling rupee, its chief economist Devendra Pant said in the report, adding a $5 

per barrel increase in crude oil prices will translate into a $6.6 billion increase in 

trade/current account deficit. 

 The ramifications of the Russia-Ukraine war on the domestic economy will be 

felt via higher global commodity prices — crude oil has been on a boil, surging 

to $103.15 a barrel on February 27. 

 On the impact on inflation due to higher imported prices and weaker rupee, the 

agency said a 10% increase in petroleum product prices without factoring in 

currency depreciation would lead to a 42 basis points (bps) increase in retail 

inflation and 104 bps quickening in wholesale inflation. 
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THE HISTORY OF THE KUKI INSURGENCY IN 

MANIPUR 
Who are the Kukis and what are their political aspirations and demands? 

 
 The story so far: Just before the first of the two phases of the Assembly 

Elections went underway in Manipur on February 28, all insurgent groups 

associated with the Kuki tribes in Manipur said they will vote for the 

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP). This came days after Union Home Minister 

and BJP leader Amit Shah said at his rally in Churachandpur district of the 

State, that his party will end the Kuki insurgency problem in five years, if it 

is voted to power for the second time. The president of the Kuki National 

Organisation (KNO), P.S. Haokip, cited talks with the BJP leadership, which 

he said has promised the speedy settlement of Kuki political aspirations. 

 

WHO ARE THE KUKIS?  

 The Kukis are an ethnic group including multiple tribes originally inhabiting the 

North-Eastern states of India such as Manipur, Mizoram and Assam; parts of 

Burma (now Myanmar), and Sylhet district and Chittagong hill tracts of 

Bangladesh. While Kuki is not a term coined by the ethnic group itself, the tribes 

associated with it came to be generically called Kuki under colonial rule.  

 In Manipur, the various Kuki tribes, living mainly in the hills, currently make up 

30% of the total 28.5 lakh population of the State. While Churachandpur is their 

main stronghold, they also have a sizable population in Chandel, Kangpokpi, 

Tengnoupal and Senapati districts.  

 The rest of the population of Manipur is made up mainly of two other ethnic 

groups — the Meiteis or non-tribal, Vaishnavite Hindus who live in the valley 

region of Manipur, and the Naga tribes, historically at loggerheads with the 

Kukis, also living in the hilly areas of the State. Of the 60 seats in the Manipur 

Assembly, 40 are held by Meiteis and the rest 20 seats are held by Kukis and 

Nagas. Both the BJP and Congress are fielding Kuki and Naga candidates this 

time. 

 

WHAT LED TO THE KUKI INSURGENCIES IN MANIPUR?  

 The Kuki insurgent groups have been under Suspension of Operation (SoO) since 

2005, when they signed an agreement for the same with the Indian Army. Later, 

in 2008, the groups entered a tripartite agreement with the State government of 

Manipur and the UPA led Central government under former Prime Minister 

Manmohan Singh, to temporarily suspend their operations and give political 

dialogue a chance.  

 Manipur, formerly a princely state including parts of Burma, made the accession 

into India after Independence, but was only made a full-fledged State in 1972. 

The resentment over the “forceful” inclusion into India and delay in granting 

statehood led to the rise of various insurgent movements. The problem was 

intensified after Manipur was declared a ‘distubed area’ in 1980, under the Armed 
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Forces Special Powers Act (AFSPA), which gives sweeping powers to the 

military and has led to excesses. Post-independence insurgent movements in 

Manipur, carried out by valley-based groups or Meiteis, can be traced back to 

around the 1960s, when various groups demanded self-determination and 

separate statehood for Manipur, inspired by left ideology.  

 However, this wasn’t the case with the Kuki insurgency. The roots of Kuki 

militancy lie in conflicts of ethnic identity. First was the demand for self-

determination solely for groups belonging to their ethnic fabric, meaning the 

dream to form a Kukiland which includes Kuki inhabited regions of Myanmar, 

Manipur, Assam and Mizoram. The second reason for insurgency lies in the inter-

community conflicts between the Kukis and the Nagas in Manipur.  

 While organisations like Kuki Inpi and Kuki National Assembly had already 

formed in the years following Independence, insurgent activity at the time was 

jointly carried out by Kuki outfits based in Myanmar and Mizoram for Kukiland. 

But the Kuki insurgency in Manipur grew in real terms in the 1980s and after the 

Kuki-Naga conflicts of the 1990s. This is when the Kuki National Organisation 

(KNO) and its armed wing Kuki National Army (KNA) were formed. 

 The community could not shed internal differences between tribes and take a 

single line of action. While some militant Kuki outfits demanded Kukiland, 

including parts which are not in India, some demanded Kukiland within India. At 

present, the demand has come to the formulation of an independent district—

Kukiland Territorial Council within the purview of the Indian constitution, 

modelling the Bodoland Territorial Council, which was formed under the sixth 

schedule of the Constitution, after insurgent groups in Assam signed an 

agreement with their State government.  

 The Kuki-Naga conflict was started over securing identity and land as some Kuki 

inhabited areas coincided with Naga inhabited areas. Wanting to dominate trade 

and cultural activities in those areas the two communities often engaged in violent 

standoffs, with villages being torched, civilians killed and so on. Even though 

clashes have reduced in recent decades, tensions between the two ethnic groups 

still exist. 

 

WHERE DO THE KUKIS STAND TODAY?  

 The temporary SoO agreements were made in order to start political dialogue 

about giving some form of self-determination to the Kukis, but that has not 

happened, both under the UPA or NDA governments.  

 The SoO has been extended by the Government almost every year since 2008, 

with Kuki outfits threatening to breach the agreement by taking up arms again 

and boycotting the Government. In 2012, the groups held a nearly eight month 

long blockade of highways around their area, costing the Government a couple 

of crores in losses each day. The SoO agreement was last extended by Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi’s government in September last year till February 28 

this year. Both BJP and Congress governments have held talks with the 

representatives of Kuki groups but the Kukis are dissatisfied with the pace of the 

dialogue and also feel ignored, as the Government has been holding Naga Peace 
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Talks with the main Naga insurgent outfit NSCN (IM), which demands the 

formation of Greater Nagaland, including parts of Manipur having Kuki inhabited 

regions.  

 It has to be seen how the BJP plans to resolve the insurgency and settle Kuki 

political aspirations as the more than 50% Meitei population of the State, a 

significant voter base, has always been against Kuki and Naga demands for self-

determination, as they fear it would undermine Manipur’s territorial integrity.  

 

IMPOTANT MCQ  
 

1) Consider the following statements about S400 Missile system 

1) It is a mobile, surface-to-air missile defence system 

2) It is jointly developed by India & Russia 

3) It is the most dangerous operationally deployed modern long-range SAM 

(MLRSAM) in the world. 

Which of the above is/are correct 

 

a) Only 1   b) Only 1 and 3     C) Only 2 and 3        d) All of the above 

 

correct Answer is : B 

1.Correct. It is a mobile, surface-to-air missile defence system 

2.Incorrect. The S-400 Triumf (Russian for Triumph) Missile System is an anti- 

aircraft missile defense system developed by Russia's Almaz Central Design 

Bureau. India has no role in developing this missile 

3.Correct. It is the most dangerous operationally deployed modern long-range 

SAM (MLR SAM) in the world. Ahead of Russian President Vladimir Putin's 

visit to India early next month, Moscow has started deliveries of S-400 air defence 

systems to India. 

 

2)  Which of the following statements is/are correct about UNHCR? 

 

1. UNHCR is a member of the United Nations Development Group. 

2. It is mandated to protect and support refugees at the request of a government 

or the UN itself. 

 

a. Only 1      b. Only 2          c. Both           d. None 

 

ANSWER: Both 

Explanation: 

- UNHCR's headquarter is in Geneva.The UNHCR has won two Nobel Peace 

Prizes. Filippo Grandi, a UN official who has worked in refugee and political 

affairs in the Middle East, Africa, and Asia, began his five-year term as UN High 

Commissioner for Refugees on January 1  He succeeded António Guterres whose 

more than 10 years in office ended. 
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3)   The Gateway Protection Program for refuges is operated by - 

a. Greece     b. Turkey           c. Germany        d. Great Britain 

 

ANSWER: Great Britain 

Explanation: 

The Gateway Protection Program is operated by the British government in 

partnership with the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees(UNHCR) 

and co-funded by the European Union, offering a legal route for a quota of 

UNHCR - identified refugees to settle in the United Kingdom. 

 

4)   Nansen Refugee Award is awarded by - 

 

a. Amnesty International      b. European Council on Refugees and Exiles 

c. UNHCR                            d. International Refugee Organization 

 

ANSWER: UNHCR 

Explanation: 

Since 1954, the UNHCR Nansen Refugee Award has been annually awarded to 

a person or an organization in recognition of outstanding service to the cause of 

refugees, displaced or stateless people. 

Afghan refugee teacher Aqeela Asifi, who has dedicated her life to bringing 

education to refugee girls in Pakistan, has won the 2015 UNHCR Nansen Refugee 

Award. 

 

Q.5 In which state Kuki tribes live? 

A. Manipur      B. Mizoram        C.arunachal Pradesh       D. assam 

 

Answer» A. manipur 

 

6: Suez Canal is between __________? 

 

A. Arabian Sea and Red Sea            B. Red Sea and North Sea 

C.Mediterranean Sea and North Sea  D.  Mediterranean Sea and Red Sea 

Answer: D 

 

 

7)   Which of the following statements is/are correct? 

1. Suez canal connects Mediterranean Sea and the Red Sea. 

2. Suez port is northern port of Suez canal while Port Said is southern port of 

Suez canal. 

a. Only 1        b. Only 2          c. Both          d. None 

 

ANSWER: Only 1  Suez port is southern port of Suez canal while Port Said is 

northern port of Suez canal. 
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