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QUAD MEETS AMID TENSIONS OVER UKRAINE 
 Prime Minister Narendra Modi and leaders of Japan and Australia took part in 

a suddenly convened “Quad Summit” hosted by U.S. President Joseph Biden 
on Thursday to announce a new mechanism for humanitarian assistance in the 
Indo-Pacific, and the impact of the Ukraine crisis on the region. 

 The meeting came amid deep divisions within the Quad grouping, as India has 
chosen to abstain from every vote at the UN and other organisations that 
criticised the Russian attacks on Ukraine in the past week, while the U.S., 
Japan and Australia have been calling for a tough line on Moscow. A U.S. State 
Department cable that appeared in an online news report on Thursday — that 
was subsequently retracted as an “error” — said India’s abstentions place it in 
“Russia’s camp”. 

 “The Quad leaders discussed the ongoing conflict and humanitarian crisis in 
Ukraine,” a joint statement from the White House said. 

ALL PROJECTS IN TUNE WITH INDUS TREATY’ 
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 India and Pakistan have discussed the exchange of hydrological and flood data 
at a meeting of the Permanent Indus Commission during which the Indian side 
underscored that all its projects are fully compliant with the provisions of the 
Indus Waters Treaty. 

 During the 117th meeting of the Permanent Indus Commission comprising 
Indus commissioners of India and Pakistan, held from March 1-3 in Islamabad, 
both sides discussed the issue of the Fazilka drain, and Pakistan assured that 
all necessary action will continue to be taken to ensure the free flow of Fazilka 
drain into the river Sutlej, the Ministry of External Affairs said in a statement. 

 The Indian delegation was led by P.K. Saxena, the Indian Commissioner for 
Indus Waters. This was also the first that the three women members were part 
of the Indian delegation. 

 The technical discussions were held regarding ongoing projects including 
Pakal Dul, Kiru and Lower Kalnai, the statement said. 

 The sources said that India has been providing information on extraordinary 
discharges of water, as mandated under the treaty. 

WHAT IS THE 1960 INDUS WATER TREATY? 

 

 The treaty was signed by India’s first prime minister Jawaharlal Nehru with 

Pakistani president Ayub Khan on 19 September 1960 in Karachi. The Indus 

Waters Treaty primarily covers the water distribution and sharing rights of six 

rivers—Beas, Ravi, Sutlej, Indus, Chenab, and Jhelum. All the rivers of the 

Indus Basin are in India (although both of them originate in Chinese-controlled 

territories). 

 In simple terms, the treaty is an arrangement to implement a fair distribution of 

a natural resource between India and Pakistan. It also provides for 

mechanisms to resolve disputes over water sharing. 

 

WHAT ARE THE PROVISIONS OF THE WATER-SHARING AGREEMENT? 

 

 Under the treaty, Pakistan received exclusive use of waters from the Indus and 

its westward flowing 

tributaries, the Jhelum and 

Chenab, while the Ravi, Beas, 

and Sutlej rivers were 

allocated for India’s use. 

Although India can construct 

storage facilities on “Western 

rivers" of up to 3.6 million acre 

feet, it has so far not taken 

recourse to it so far. 
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WATER AS A WEAPON 

 

 Post-the Uri attack, most media debates and discussions to punish Pakistan 

has centered on using the treaty or more precisely “water as a weapon" against 

Pakistan. But it is easier said than done. 

 First, India lacks storage facilities to create a drought in Pakistan in the 

immediate term. Also, it is a huge infrastructural challenge to diver the waters 

of the three rivers (Indus, Jhelam and Chenab) to other geographical regions 

in India. Strictly speaking, India can temporarily stop the flow of water but 

cannot divert it. 

 

BEIJING-BASED AIIB PUTS RUSSIA, BELARUS 
PROJECTS ON HOLD’‘ 

Adherence to international law lies at core of institution’ 

 The Beijing-based Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) said on 
Thursday it was putting on hold and reviewing all projects in Russia and 
Belarus. 

 The move comes amid sweeping sanctions and other financial measures 
aimed at Russia from a number of countries over its invasion of Ukraine. 

 China is the AIIB’s largest shareholder with a 26.5% voting share. India is the 
second-largest, with 7.5%, followed by Russia, which has a 5.97% voting 
share. Belarus is also a member of the bank, which is headed by China’s Jin 
Liqun. Former Reserve Bank of India (RBI) Governor Urjit Patel is a Vice-

President of the bank. 

 The AIIB said in a statement it “is a multilateral organisation created by an 
international treaty, and adherence to international law lies at the very core of 
our institution.” 

 “Our bank is actively monitoring the situation and assessing its impact on AIIB’s 
operations and our members’ economies. We the management will do our 
utmost to safeguard the financial integrity of AIIB, against the backdrop of the 
evolving economic and financial situation. Under these circumstances, and in 
the best interests of the bank, management has decided that all activities 
relating to Russia and Belarus are on hold and under review.” 

 The bank said it “stands ready to extend financing flexibly and quickly and 
support members who have been adversely impacted by the war, directly or 
indirectly.” “Economic spillover from commodity price shocks, financial market 
volatility may adversely impact our members’ economic situation. We will work 
closely with our partner multilateral organisations to provide any needed 

support expeditiously,” the bank said. 

 China and India, the bank’s two biggest shareholders, have abstained from UN 
resolutions backed by the West criticising Russia for the invasion. Both have 
also not backed calls for sanctions. Earlier this week, China’s Foreign Minister 
Wang Yi told his Ukrainian counterpart Dmytro Kuleba that Beijing was “highly 
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concerned” about the damage done to civilians and was prepared to “support 
all constructive efforts” to find a political settlement to the conflict in Ukraine. 

ASIAN INFRASTRUCTURE INVESTMENT BANK (AIIB) 

 It is a multilateral development bank headquartered in Beijing. It is mission is 

to improve social and economic outcomes in Asia and aims to connect 

services, markets, and people by investing in sustainable infrastructure and 

other sectors. 

 It was established by a multilateral treaty in 2015 and began operations in 

2016. 

 

MEMBERS OF ASIAN INFRASTRUCTURE INVESTMENT BANK: 

 It was founded by 57 members but now the membership has grown to 103 

approved members. 

 The membership is open to all members of the Asian Development Bank (ADB) 

or the World Bank. 

 AIIB membership is divided into regional and non-regional members. Regional 

members are from the Asia and Oceania regions as classified by United 

Nations. 

 The AIIB allows non-sovereign entities as members if their home countries 

have a membership. 

 

STRUCTURE OF AIIB: 

 The Board of Governors consists of one Governor and one Alternate Governor 

appointed by each member country. Governors and Alternate Governors serve 

at the pleasure of the appointing member. 

 The Non-resident Board of Directors is responsible for the direction of the 

Bank’s general operations, exercising all powers delegated to it by the Board 

of Governors. 

 AIIB staff is headed by the President who is elected by AIIB shareholders for a 

five-year term and eligible for re-election once. 

 The Bank has established an International Advisory Panel (IAP) to support the 

President and Senior Management on the Bank’s strategies and policies as 

well as on general operational issues. 

 Voting rights: China is the largest shareholder in the bank followed by India, 

Russia, and Germany. 

 

OBJECTIVES OF ASIAN INFRASTRUCTURE INVESTMENT BANK: 

 Promoting sustainable economic development, creating wealth, and 

augmenting infrastructure connectivity in Asia by investing in infrastructure & 

other productive sectors. 
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 Fostering regional partnership & cooperation to address developmental 

challenges by working in tandem with other bilateral and multilateral 

developmental institutions. 

 Enhancing investment in private & public capital for development purposes. 

 Using the resources at its disposal for funding development in the region, 

including projects that will contribute to the balanced economic growth of the 

region. 

 Promoting private investment in enterprises, activities, and projects 

contributing to economic development in the region wherever private capital is 

not available. 

 

THE ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF AIIB: 

 Rapid growth: AIIB began operations in 2016 with 57 founding Members (37 

regional and 20 non-regional). By the end of 2020, it had103 approved 

Members representing approximately 79% of the global population and 65% of 

global GDP. 

 Permanent observer status in the United Nations 

 Highest credit rating by three major rating institutions- Standard & Poor’s, 

Moody’s, and Fitch. This had helped expand its presence in international 

capital markets. 

 The structured governance model provides good efficiency and accountability 

to the organization. 

 Strategies for all major infrastructure sectors and for investing in equity, 

mobilizing private capital, and financing operations in non-regional members 

have all been approved and being implemented. 

 

INDIA AND AIIB: 

 India has a 7.6% shareholding in the bank, which is second to China that has 

26.6% shares. 

 India is one of the largest beneficiaries of infrastructure projects financed by 

AIIB. The bank has funded about 28 projects in India worth USD 6.7 billion. 

 These projects range from energy, water, transport, and others. The Bangalore 

and Chennai metro rail has received support from the bank. 

 The bank had also approved 500 million dollars for the Covid-19 Emergency 

Response Fund and the Health Systems Preparedness Project. 

 

SRI LANKA REELS UNDER FUEL CRUNCH, POWER 
CUTSENERGY, INDUSTRIES MINISTERS SACKED 
AFTER BOTH CRITICISED GOVT. RESPONSE 
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 A crippling fuel shortage and consequent power cuts across Sri Lanka are 
threatening to worsen the island nation’s persisting economic crisis, while 
sparking protests from citizens. 

 Long queues of vehicle users lining up outside fuel stations has become a 
frequent sight in capital Colombo and in several other parts of the country this 
week, as Sri Lanka is unable to pay for fuel imports. Already in the midst of a 
severe dollar crunch — with its foreign reserves drying up — Sri Lanka has 
been further hit by the oil price surge. 

 “The problem facing the country is not a power generation or fuel shortage but 
the non-availability of dollars,” Energy Minister Udaya Gammanpila recently 

told Parliament. Sri Lanka’s foreign reserves total just over $2 billion since the 
beginning of this year. The government must repay foreign debt of $7 billion 
this year, including a $1 billion repayment due in July. In its response to the 
pandemic, the government imposed import restrictions to save dollars, 
resulting in frequent shortage of essentials, such as milk powder, pulses, 
spices. 

 President Gotabaya Rajapaksa on Thursday sacked Minister of Energy Udaya 
Gammanpila, who was in charge of fuel imports, and Minister of Industries 
Wimal Weerawansa. In recent weeks both openly criticised the government’s 
response to the dollar crisis. 

 Sri Lanka roughly spends $500 million a month to source diesel and petrol. 
Early in February, Sri Lanka signed an agreement for a $500 million loan from 
India to help the island nation with fuel imports. On February 15, Sri Lanka 
received a 40,000 MT fuel consignment from the Indian Oil Corporation. Sri 
Lanka on Tuesday announced seven-and-a-half-hour daily power cuts across 
the country. 

 

GAS, ALUMINIUM HIT FRESH RECORDS 

 oil, wheat soarWar-led supply turmoil roils markets 

 Commodity prices surged still higher as Russia’s invasion of Ukraine disrupted 
global raw material flows, sending gas, coal and aluminium to record peaks 
while crude oil and wheat scaled multi-year highs. 

 Russia’s stature as a top supplier in oil, gas, metals and grain has meant that 
harsh sanctions applied to Russian entities has derailed critical resource 

supply chains. “Supply chains are ceasing to work, which means we have 
dislocations all over the place,” said Ole Hansen, head of commodity strategy 
at Saxo Bank in Copenhagen. 

 In just the past week since Russia commenced its invasion, Dutch gas prices 
have more than doubled, Newcastle coal has surged by 85% and Brent crude 
oil has climbed by a fifth. 

 In grains, Russia and Ukraine were projected to account for 28.5% of global 
wheat exports in 2021, as per the U.S. Department of Agriculture, so global 
wheat prices have jolted higher to accommodate a big drop in supplies from 
both countries. 
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FIND SPACE FOR NEW SCIENCE 

its ethical dilemmasIn election-obsessed India, there is hardly any time to 
discuss the advances of modern science and the repercussions 

 In India, because of the election cycle, and because political events oscillate 
between their significance for an electoral democracy or their implications for 
an electoral autocracy, we spend little time discussing the advances of modern 
science and their repercussions for public life. There have been such 
fascinating developments in science and in technology, such as in artificial 
intelligence, but these have merely been reported and then have quietly faded 
from public view. 
 
FOR INDIA TO PONDER OVER 

 For example, there has been little discussion on the privacy implications of the 
new Ray-Ban/Facebook smart glasses/spectacles branded as ‘Stories’. These 
allow the wearer to video record or take photos of events and conversations 
without the permission or knowledge of those in the wearer’s vicinity. She has 
only to press an unobtrusive button and the recording starts. Each video 
recording can last 30 seconds. It is an elegant device that combines both high 
technology and high fashion. Reviewers of the glasses were unsure whether 
to regard the glasses as creepy or as cool. What are their implications for state 
interference in our privacy? 

 In India, such advances of science and technology get adopted without even a 
boo. They soon get normalised without their ethical implications even being 
debated. This is because the election cycle, a low hanging fruit, dominates our 
attention. We do not have to, therefore, deal with complex ethical questions 
that result from advances in science and technology. And yet we need to. 
 
DIRECTION OF MEDICAL SCIENCE 

 The advances in science that I would like to place for public debate come from 
the field of medical sciences. It is an area labelled ‘Xenotransplantation’, to 
refer to its technical name. I am a student of the human sciences and not of 
medicine and so I shall place the facts as I understand them, which I have 
culled from popular news forums such as BBC, Nature, The New York Times, 
and The Guardian. 

 In the last four months, three news reports have caught my attention. The first 
case comes from a successful experiment, in September 2021, at the NYU 
Langone hospital in New York, one of the most advanced research hospitals 
in the field of medical sciences. A medical team there attached a kidney from 
a gene-edited animal to a person declared brain dead to see if the animal 
kidney was able to do the job of processing waste and producing urine. It did. 
The details are in the NYT, January 20, 2022. 

 The family of the person had given its permission for this experiment since the 
individual had donated her body for medical science. In the United States there 
are apparently 90,000 persons waiting for a kidney transplant and this 
successful experiment would go some way towards meeting that need (The 
Guardian, October 20 2021); another estimate is that there are 1,21,678 people 

waiting for lifesaving organ transplants in the U.S.). 
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 The second case, reported on January 14, 2022, is from the University of 
Maryland where a team of doctors used the heart of an animal, which had 
genetically modified features, as a replacement heart on a patient who had run 
out of available options. By all accounts the operation seems to have been 
successful. The Director of the Cardiac Xenotransplant Program of the 
University of Maryland, Dr. Muhammad Mohiuddin, (originally from Pakistan) 
had this to say about the significance of the operation. “This is a game changer 
because now we will have these organs readily available … and the technique 
of genetically modifying them… We can thereby customize the heart or the 
organ for the patient” (the BBC, January 15, 2022). 

 The third case is the news report that a doctor in Germany, who has been 
working in the area of xenotransplants, plans to develop a farm to cultivate 
genetically modified organs for such transplants. In his view, this will ease the 
pressure on the medical system. In Germany alone there are 8,500 patients 
waiting for organ transplants (The Guardian, February 3, 2022) In all three 
cases the animal from which the tissue or organ had been taken was the pig. 
It is regarded by medical science as the animal whose organs are currently 
best suited for humans. 
 
MORAL AND SOCIAL ISSUES 

 At the very least there are three ethical issues that these medical advances 
raise for human societies. In India these developments carry an additional 
sting. Should we discuss them or, given that they involve community 
sensibilities, should we pretend they are not there? Do these ethical issues 
pertain only to the individual or do they also concern the community? Which 

gets precedence? Are we obliged to discuss them, because Article 51A of the 
Constitution requires us “to develop scientific temper”, or can we ignore them? 

 The animal rights movement has objected to these advances in medical 
science, of xenotransplantation, because it ignores the rights of animals. They 
are hostile to the idea of animal farms with genetically modified animals for the 
purpose of harvesting organs for humans requiring transplant. Animals, they 
argue, also have rights and it is our moral responsibility to support these rights. 
We must, therefore, not walk down the road of organ farms. Such thinking, they 
argue, stems from a philosophy of anthropocentrism which places human 
beings at the centre of nature and regards all other living creatures as having 
only value if they can be of use to humans. Such anthropocentric thinking, they 
rightly declare, has been the basis of the ecological crises of climate change. 
Mahatma Gandhi, they add, was opposed to the practice of vivisection. 

 The animal rights perspective places on us the classic utilitarian dilemma of 
whether it is better to kill an animal and save a human being or to save an 
animal and let the human die. Medical science is having to work though such 
moral dilemmas. In India, where such questions do not even enter the portals 
of regulatory bodies, such as the Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR), 
I think the time has come for us to ask such questions (Nature, January 14, 
2022). 

 But it is the third set of questions that is so incendiary in India. In a society 
where the pig is considered a dirty animal, where eating pork is considered 
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disgusting, where those who deal with pigs are given low social status, where 
even asking such questions is taboo, what should the medical fraternity do? If 
global advances in medical research are moving towards a consensus on the 
suitability of a pig’s heart for patients suffering from terminal heart decline, what 
should the medical authorities recommend to the government? Imagine that 
such a patient is a Jain, or a Jew, or a Muslim or just a vegetarian. Should they 
be allowed to die since their belief system forbids them to have anything to do 
with a pig, or should they be offered a choice of life? 

 Further, would not the wide adoption of xenotransplant procedures diminish 
the illegal and immoral market in human organs, where people, even children, 
are abducted so that their organs can be harvested? In school we were taught 
to memorise proverbs. I never quite understood the saying, ‘You cannot make 
a silk purse out of a sow’s ear’. Now I do. You can. 
 

RESCUE MISSIONS WITHOUT FANFAREDURING 
PAST EVACUATION MISSIONS 

officials quietly did their work and the media was tolerated at best  

 Why have you come?” shouted Ambassador Manimekalai  Murugesan, a small 
but commanding figure at the Indian embassy in Tripoli, Libya. “We can’t look 
after you too!” The sound of gunfire was going off every few minutes, 
sometimes closer to, and sometimes further from, the embassy building, where 
a small team of officers were burning the midnight oil in tense circumstances. 
Their task was to ensure that every one of about 15,000 Indians working in 
Libya had their passport papers in order and received exit clearances from the 
Muammar Gaddafi government to leave the country, all within a quickly closing 
window, with armed militia ruling the streets. On February 15, 2011, protests 
had broken out in the eastern Libyan city of Benghazi. By March 1, the United 
Nations General Assembly suspended Libya’s membership in the Human 
Rights Council. Anticipating a war, and that Indians would need to be helped 
out of the conflict zone, my cameraman and I had been despatched to Tripoli, 
clueless of the kind of trouble we were headed for. When we landed, it was 
already clear to us that the city was emptying out, with most expecting a UN-
authorised ‘no-fly zone’ over the country. Our flight via Amman had only four 
passengers going to Tripoli, and at the airport, an entire ‘tent city’ had been 
erected for lakhs of foreign workers fleeing the country. 

 For all the tough welcome, Ambassador Manimekalai  and her team were more 
than hospitable. They helped us with numbers and directions for how to get 
around the city, even as they organised the thousands of Indian nurses, 
teachers, engineers and labourers for an exit from Libya by March 15, the 
unofficial date when the UN Security Council was due to consider a Chapter 
VII resolution, or force authorisation and was expected to begin a military 
intervention. Commercial flights had shut down. The Ambassador had to meet 
Gaddafi to ask him to allow special Air India flights to run services for the week 
so that Indians could be flown home, all part of ‘Operation Safe Homecoming’. 
The next ask was tougher: India had decided to send in a naval fleet, 
comprising two destroyers — INS Mysore and INS Aditya — and the biggest 
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ship, INS Jalashwa, which had already set off from Mumbai on February 26, 
and the Ambassador needed permission for them to steam into Tripoli harbour, 
even as Gaddafi kept all international vessels in international waters. Since 
there was goodwill for India, Gaddafi agreed to make an exception for the 
Indian vessels, which arrived on March 8 and left a few days later, carrying 
about 2,500 Indians and other nationalities out of the war zone. NATO strikes 
on Libya began on March 19. 

 The operation had used the military’s experience of another evacuation I had 
been a part of, when the INS Mumbai and other ships went from Cyprus to 
Lebanon during the Israeli bombings of 2006. The Indian Ambassador in 
Beirut, Nengcha Lhouvum, and officials of the Ministry of External Affairs 
(MEA) back home negotiated a humanitarian “window”, when the Israel 
Defense Forces agreed to stop shelling Beirut and surrounding areas to allow 
the ships to enter and exit the harbour. When we entered Beirut, there were 
Indian embassy officials on the port floor, stamping passports and organising 
transport for Indians stuck in areas under fire. 

 The two operations are among at least 30 such evacuations, including the 
biggest one of 1.17 lakh Indians from the Gulf in 1990 during the Iraq war. They 
were carried out by the MEA’s diplomats worldwide, and Navy, Air Force and 
Air India personnel who often risked their own lives, quietly, and without the 
need or even the desire for press coverage (as the Ambassador in Tripoli made 
clear, we were actually in the way). The media was tolerated at best, and 
certainly not encouraged to glorify these missions, which were seen simply as 
the duty of Indian officers towards their fellow citizens. When we returned, the 
welcome was perfunctory, with no senior official, let alone minister, there to 
address returning citizens. Times have changed. 
 

 

Q1.  Which of the following factor determines the voting share of AIIB? 

a. Contribution of the country to the bank's authorized capital 

b. Purchasing power parity 

c. Size of country's economy 

d. Each country will have one vote without veto power 

 

ANSWER: C--The voting shares are based on the size of each member country's 

economy and not contribution to the bank's authorized capital. 

China is highest contributor to AIIB with 29.78 billion US dollars. China will have 

26.06 per cent of the voting rights along with veto powers for certain key decisions. 

India is second largest shareholder with 8.52 per cent stake and voting share of 7.5 

per cent. While Russia is third largest shareholder with 6.66 stake and voting share 

of 5.92 per cent. 

 

2)   Which of the following statements is/are correct about AIIB? 

1. INDIA  is founding member of AIIB. 
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2. China, India and Russia are the three largest shareholders of AIIB 

 

a. Only 1     b. Only 2       c. Both        d. None 

 

ANSWER: Both 

 

China holds 30.34 percent, while India holds 8.52 percent and 6.66 percent stake 

were held by Russia. 

 U.K., France, Germany and Italy have joined the bank, despite opposition from 

USA. United States, Japan and Canada stayed away from joining AIIB.The capital 

of the bank is $100 billion, equivalent to 2/3 of the capital of the Asian Development 

Bank and about half that of the World Bank. Jin Liqun is president of AIIB. 

 

3. With reference to Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB), consider the 

following statements:    UPSC 2019 

1. AIIB has more than 80 member nations. 

2. India is the largest shareholder in AIIB. 

3. AIIB does not have any members from outside Asia. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 

A.  1 Only       B.  2 and 3 only           C.  1 and 3 only       D.  1, 2 and 3 

 

ANS -A 

 

4.Consider the following statements about Indus Water treaty 

1)It is a tripartite water sharing agreement between India, China & Pakistan 

2) According to the treaty, India can use the water from the western rivers for 

domestic, non-consumptive needs such as storage, irrigation, and also the 

generation of electricity 

3) India got control over the three eastern rivers, which are Ravi, Beas & Satluj 

Which of the above is/are correct 

 

a) Only 1 and 2    b) Only 1 and 3    c) Only 3      d) Only 2 and 3 

 

Correct Answer is :D 

 

5. Consider the following statement(s) is/are related to the Indus River System 

I. It is known as Singi Khamban or the Lion’s mouth in Tibet. 

II. It originates from a glacier near Bokhar Chu in the Kailash Mountain range. 

Which of the above statement(s) is/are correct? 
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A. Only I   B. Only II      C. Both I and II      D. Neither I nor II 

 

ANS-C 

 

 

 

Ques 6: Consider the following statements: 

1. Under the Gaganyaan Mission, three flights will be sent into orbit. 

2. ISRO is also planning a mission to Jupiter, tentatively called Shukrayaan. 

Which of the following statements is/are correct? 

 

(a) 1 only    (b) 2 only           (c) Both 1 and 2        (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Ans: a Shukrayaan Mission: The ISRO is also planning a mission to Venus, 

tentatively called Shukrayaan. 

 

Ques 7: Square Kilometre Array Observatory SKAO is: 

(a) a newly inaugurated astronomy unit of ISRO 

(b) NASA’s astronomical branch for the study of distance for stars 

(c)  a new intergovernmental organization dedicated to radio astronomy.  

(d) ISRO & NASA’s joint operation on Moon scaling 

 

Ans: c-SKAO is a new intergovernmental organisation dedicated to radio astronomy 

and is headquartered in the UK. At the moment, organisations from ten countries 

are a part of the SKAO. These include Australia, Canada, China, India, Italy, New 

Zealand, South Africa, Sweden, the Netherlands and the UK. 

 

Ques 8: Consider the following statements regarding Communications satellite, 

CMS-01: 

 

1. Its coverage will include the Indian mainland only. 

2. It was launched through the PSLV (C-50) 

Which of the following statements is/are correct? 

 

(a) 1 only      (b) 2 only        (c) Both 1 and 2       (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Ans: b Recently, the Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) has launched a 

communications satellite, CMS-01, on board its Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle 

(PSLV - C50) from the Satish Dhawan Space Centre, Andhra Pradesh. Its coverage 

will include the Indian mainland, and the Andaman & Nicobar and Lakshadweep 

islands. 
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Ques 9: Consider the following statements regarding China’s Chang’e-5 Mission: 

 

1. It is an unmanned spacecraft sent to moon to bring back rocks and other 

debris to be brought back to Earth. 

2. Till now only United States was able to retrieve lunar samples. 

Which of the following statements is/are correct? 

 

(a) 1 only      (b) 2 only    (c) Both 1 and 2     (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Ans: a= If the mission is completed as planned, it would make China only the third 

country to have retrieved lunar samples, joining the United States and the Soviet 

Union. 

 

 


