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INDIA ABSTAINS AGAIN IN UN VOTE 
HRC panel to probe Russian actions 

 India on Friday abstained on a vote at the UN Human Rights Council in 
Geneva as the Council decided to set up an international commission of 

enquiry into Russia’s actions in Ukraine. 

 The resolution, the strongest one to be adopted by the UN system yet, 
“strongly condemned” aggression by Russia, and said it was “gravely 

concerned” about reports of rights violations by Russian forces, civilian 
casualties and the forced displacement of 6,60,000 refugees due to Russian 

“bombing and shelling”. 
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 India was among 13 countries of the 47-member council elected from UN 
members that abstained from the resolution, along with China, Pakistan, 

Kazakhstan, Sudan, Uzbekistan and Venezuela. Significantly the vote 

followed Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s attendance at a meeting of Quad 
leaders hosted by U.S. President Joseph Biden, as well as a U.S. Senate 

Foreign Relations Committee hearing where senior officials made it clear 

that the U.S. has “spared no effort” to push India to change its position, with 
little success. 

 Thirty-two countries, or nearly two-thirds of the Council voted for the 

resolution that asked the HRC president to appoint three human rights 
experts for a year. 

 

SPIN LEGEND SHANE WARNE PASSES AWAY  

 He was found unresponsive in his villa and could not be revived. It was a 

twin blow for Australia after wicket-keeping legend Rodney Marsh 

succumbed earlier in the day and Warne had tweeted condolences. 

 At 52, Warne was an essential presence in the game he lorded over as 

evident from 708 Test wickets and a yield of 293 in ODIs. The leg-spinner 

was part of World Cup and Ashes winning squads and after his retirement 
in 2007, donned various roles linked to cricket, be it as a coach or 

commentator. 

 One of cricket’s legends, Warne revived the art of spin and made it 
fashionable. He was named among Wisden’s five cricketers of the 20th 

century, in a list headlined by Sir Don Bradman. 

 

RUCKUS IN HARYANA ASSEMBLY AS GOVT. 

TABLES ANTI-CONVERSION BILL 

Speaker suspends Congress MLA for tearing a copy of the Bill 

 The BJP-led government in Haryana introduced its new anti-conversion Bill 
in the Assembly on Friday, leading to noisy scenes as the Opposition MLAs 

protested against its tabling. 

 Home Minister Anil Vij introduced the Haryana Prevention of Unlawful 
Conversion of Religion Bill, 2022, which prohibits conversion by 

allurement, coercion or fraudulent means, etc. during the budget session. 

 As heated arguments ensued between the Treasury and Opposition benches, 
Congress MLA Raghuvir Singh Kadian, alleging that the intent of the Bill 

was not clean, tore a copy of it. 

 While Mr. Vij hit back saying the Congress believes in communalism and 

partitioned India on the basis of religion, Chief Minister Manohar Lal said 
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there’s no mention of any religion in the Bill and it pertains to only forcible 

conversions. He said it does not stop anyone who is willingly converting 
provided that the person submits an application for wilful conversion to the 

District Magistrate. 

 Speaker Gian Chand Gupta suspended Mr. Kadian for the remainder of the 
session after he refused to tender an apology, prompting Congress MLAs to 

staged a walkout in protest. 

 

CM’S DEFENCE 

 Elaborating on the Bill, Mr. Lal said any religious priest or any person 
intending to organise a conversion shall give prior notice to the District 

Magistrate about the venue. A copy of this notice shall be pasted on the 
notice board outside the District Magistrate’s office. 

 “If any person has an objection to this conversion, then they can file their 

objection in writing within 30 days. The District Magistrate shall investigate 
and decide whether the conversion is intended to be in contravention of 

Section 3. If the District Magistrate comes to the conclusion that the 

intended conversion is in contravention of Section 3, then he shall decline 
the intended conversion by passing a reasoned order. An appeal can be made 

against the order passed by the District Magistrate before the Divisional 

Commissioner within 30 days,” he said. 

 The Chief Minister said many cases have surfaced in the State of people 

being converted through various allurements. “To stop such incidents, The 
Haryana Prevention of Unlawful Conversion of Religion Bill, 2022 has been 

introduced,” Mr. Lal said. 

 

NEW GIN BERRY SPECIES DISCOVERED 

IN T.N. 
Glycosmis albicarpa bears distinct 

large white fruit 

 A team of scientists from the Botanical 

Survey of India (BSI) have discovered 
a new gin berry species from the 

Kanyakumari Wildlife Sanctuary in 

Tamil Nadu. The species, Glycosmis 
albicarpa, with a distinct large white 

fruit, is endemic to the southern Western Ghats. The species belongs to the 

Orange family Rutaceae. 
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 The findings have been published in the latest issue of the Nordic Journal of 
Botany published from Sweden. 

 Many of the related plants of these taxonomic groups are being utilised for 

their medicinal values and food. Most commonly related species of these 
plants are collected from the wild, mainly for local use as food and medicine. 

 Berries of the Glycosmis species have the unique characteristic of ‘gin 
aroma’ and gained in popularity as an edible fruit. The species is also a larval 

host plant for butterflies like other species of Glycosmis, said K.A. Sujana, 

the leader of the scientific team. 

 The species, an evergreen small tree, was found as undergrowth in the 

Tirunelveli semi-evergreen forests at the Panagudi forest section of the 
wildlife sanctuary as a single population that covers an area of 

approximately 2 sq. km., said Dr. Sujana. 

 “While exploring the study site, four sub-populations of the species were 
located in the valley between two hillocks, with each having three-seven 

mature individuals in groups,” she said. Though flowering, natural 
regeneration and seedling recruitment of this taxon is found to be fairly good 

within the locality, habitat modification causes a major threat to the survival 

of this species, she added. “A special conservation effort for this particular 
region is the need of the hour,” said Dr. Sujana. 

 The discovery not only re-emphasises the uniqueness and endemism in 

Western Ghats’ flora but also add to the growing inventory of the region’s 
flora, said Ragesh Gopala Vadhyar, co-author. 

 
 

     NEXT WEEK’S DEFEXPO POSTPONED 

 Amid the deepening crisis in Ukraine, the 12th edition of DefExpo 
scheduled to be held in Gujarat next week has been postponed, the Defence 

Ministry announced on Friday. 

 “Due to logistics problems being experienced by participants, the 
DefExpo2022 proposed to be held in Gandhinagar, Gujarat, from March 

10th till March 14th is postponed,” the Defence Ministry Spokesperson said 
on Twitter. 

 Officials sources said some of the participating countries had difficulty in 
scheduling their travel due to the ongoing crisis situation in Ukraine. 

 

RUSSIA SEIZES EUROPE’S LARGEST NUCLEAR 

PLANT 
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Fears of a potential disaster at the Ukrainian facility sparks alarm; 

‘no signs of elevated radiation levels’ 

 Russian forces seized the largest nuclear power plant in Europe after a 

building at the complex was set ablaze during intense fighting with 

Ukrainian defenders, Ukrainian authorities said on Friday. 

 Fears of a potential nuclear disaster at the Zaporizhzhia plant had spread 

alarm across world capitals, before authorities said the fire in a building 
identified as a training centre, had been extinguished. 

 U.S. Energy Secretary Jennifer Granholm said there was no indication of 
elevated radiation levels at the plant, which provides more than a fifth of 

total electricity generated in Ukraine. 

 Earlier, a video feed from the plant verified by Reuters showed shelling and 
smoke rising near a five-storey building at the plant compound. 

 The footage shot at night showed one building aflame, and a volley of 
incoming shells, before a large candescent ball lit up the sky, exploding 

beside a car park and sending smoke billowing across the compound. 

 “Europeans, please wake up. Tell your politicians — Russian troops are 
shooting at a nuclear power plant in Ukraine,” Ukrainian leader Volodymyr 

Zelensky said in a video address. 

 Mr. Zelensky said Russian tanks had shot at the nuclear reactor plants, 

though there was no evidence cited that they had been hit. 

 The Mayor of the nearby town of Energodar said fierce fighting and 
“continuous enemy shelling” had caused casualties in the area, without 

providing details. 

 Early reports of the incident at the power plant sent financial markets in Asia 

spiralling, with stocks tumbling and oil prices surging further. 

 Russia had already captured the defunct Chernobyl plant north of Kyiv, 

which spewed radioactive waste over much of Europe when it melted down 
in 1986. The Zaporizhzhia plant is a different and safer type, analysts said. 

 Earlier, U.S. President Joe Biden spoke with Mr. Zelensky to get an update 

on the situation at the plant. 

 “President Biden joined President Zelensky in urging Russia to cease its 

military activities in the area and allow firefighters and emergency 
responders to access the site,” the White House said. 

 Only one Ukrainian city, the southern port of Kherson, has fallen to Russian 
forces since the invasion was launched on February 24, but Russian forces 

continue to surround and attack other cities. 

 Mariupol, the main port on the Sea of Azov, was surrounded and under 
heavy bombardment. Water and power was cut off, and officials say they 

cannot evacuate the wounded. 
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CONFLICT WILL WORSEN CHIP SHORTAGE: 

MOODY’S ARM 

 The Russia-Ukraine war could hit global supply chains that are already 

constrained due to the pandemic and the worst impact would be on the 

ongoing chip shortage because the warring nations control significant 
supplies of key raw materials used in semiconductors, Moody’s Analytics 

warned in a report. 

 Russia controls about 44% of global palladium supplies and Ukraine 
produces 70% of the neon supply — two key raw materials that go into 

making chips. 

 The markets can expect the global chip shortage that began with the 

pandemic to worsen if the military conflict lingers on, the research firm said 
in the report released on Friday. Palladium and neon are two resources that 

are key to the production of semiconductors and these chips are necessary 

in the likes of automobiles, mobile phones and consumer electronics. 

 During the 2014-15 Russia-Ukraine war, neon prices climbed several times, 

indicating the significance of the material in the semiconductor 

manufacturing industry. 

 

TEA EXPORTS SAW MARGINAL DIP IN 2021 

 Tea exports during the 12 months of 2021 declined marginally to 195.5 
million kg from 209.72 million kg seen in 2020, Tea Board data showed. 

The value of exports stayed almost flat at ₹5,246.89 crore, compared with 

₹5,235.29 crore. The CIS block continued to be the largest importer of 
Indian tea at 44.57 million kg, a decline from the 51.63 million kg. 

 Among CIS nations, Russia was the largest buyer at 34.09 million kg. 

China’s imports from India also slid to 5.76 million kg from 11.44 million 
kg. 

 According to tea industry sources, imports were lower mainly due to 
shortage of shipping containers and high ocean freight. 

 

CAPITAL VERDICT 
A.P. High Court judgment on Amaravati protects governance from 

political whimsy 

 That policies change with governments may appear acceptable in a 

democracy, but no court will allow a transformation so fundamental that 
rights and entitlements that accrued during an earlier regime are abandoned 

or frustrated. In 2014, the Amaravati region was chosen as the site of the 
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capital of Andhra Pradesh, the residuary State left after the creation of 

Telangana, but work was stopped after the present YSRCP regime took 
over. Instead, Chief Minister Y.S. Jagan Mohan Reddy mooted the idea of 

‘decentralised’ development, by which he meant that the State will have 

Amaravati as the legislative capital, while Visakhapatnam will be the 
executive capital, and Kurnool the seat of the High Court. In a stern rebuff 

to the ‘three capitals’ idea of the present regime, a Full Bench of the State’s 

High Court has ruled that it cannot abandon the project to develop 
Amaravati as the capital city after over 33,000 acres had been given up by 

farmers and ₹15,000 crore sunk in it over development expenditure. Holding 

the State government to its promise of developing the region into the capital 
city, it has directed the government to complete the required developmental 

work in Amaravati within six months. As a consequential relief to the 

farmers who had given up their land for the specific purpose, the court has 
asked the State and the Andhra Pradesh Capital Region Development 

Authority to develop the surrendered land and deliver reconstituted plots to 

them within three months. 

 In political terms, the decision to locate the three organs in different cities 

was possibly motivated by a wish to undo a key policy measure of the 
previous TDP regime, as well as negate speculative gains the erstwhile 

rulers may have allegedly made by choosing Amaravati. However, it was 

projected as a measure to decentralise governance and take the fruits of 
development to all parts of the State. After farmers approached the court, 

the government sought to render the matter infructuous by repealing its 

decentralisation law, the one that it enacted in 2020 for spreading the capital 
city and proposing ‘inclusive development’ of all regions. However, the 

Bench took note of the government’s intention to pursue its multiple capital 

cities plan and decided that it will adjudicate on the petitioners’ grievances. 
It held that the State legislature lacked the competency to shift the organs of 

the State. The verdict, if undisturbed by the Supreme Court, may put an end 

to attempts to shift the capital city out of Amaravati. A welcome feature of 
the verdict is that it has invoked the doctrines of constitutional trust and 

promissory estoppel to prevent a regime from going back on its promises to 

citizens. It sends out a message that governance should not be buffeted by 
winds of political change or be held hostage to the passing whimsy of a 

particular regime. 
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IMPOTANT MCQ  

 
1. Consider the following, which of these are correct? 

i) The largest power station in India is in Tarapur Maharashtra 

ii) The largest reactor is Dhruva at the Babha Atomic Resarch Center. 

iii) Currently India is using two types of Power reactors, Pressurized Heavy 

Water Reactor and the Boiling Water Reactor. 

 

a) i and ii      b) ii and iii        c) i and iii       d) All of the above 

 

ans-d 

 

2. Which of the following are correct? 

i) Canada has the largest reserves of Uranium in the world 

ii) Australia which has the second largest reserves is the largest exporter of 

Uranium 

iii) The primary source of Uranium in India is Jaduguda. Uranium is 

extracted in the form of yellow cake. 

 

a) ii and iii       b) i and ii        c) iii only       d) i 

ans-c 

 

3. Match the following 

Power Station             State 

i) Kaiga                 a) Karnataka 

ii) Kakrapara        b) Tamil Nadu 

iii) Kalpakka         c) Gujarat 

iv) Rawbhatta       d) Maharashtra 

v) Tarapur            e) Rajasthan 

 

a) i-d, ii-b, iii-c, iv-a, v-e       b) i-a, ii-c, iii-b, iv-e, v-d 

c) i-a, ii-b, iii-d, iv-e, v-c      d)i-a,ii-d, iii-b, iv-e, v-c   

 

ans-b     
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4. Which of these are correct? 

i) India has about 25 % of the worlds reserve of Thorium 

ii) Thorium is found in the form of mineral Monazite in the beach sabds of 

Kerala and Tamil Nadu 

 

a) I         b) i I           c) i and ii        d) None 

 

ans-c 

 

5. Which of these are correct? 

i) The Department of Atomic Energy functions directly under the Prime 

Minister. 

ii) The DAE is responsible for all nuclear technology in India 

 

a) Both i and ii      b) I          c) i I        D)none of thease  

 

6. A nuclear unit becoming critical means 

(a) it is generating power to rated capacity 

(b) it is capable of generating much more than rated capacity 

(c) there is danger of nuclear spread 

(d) chain reaction that causes automatic splitting of the fuel nuclei has been 

established 

(e) it generates no heat 

 

Ans: d 

 

7. Moderator in nuclear plants is used to 

(a) reduce temperature 

(b) extract heat from nuclear reaction 

(c) control the reaction 

(d) cause collision with the fast moving neutrons to reduce their speed 

(e) moderate the radioactive pollution 

 

Ans: d 

 

8. The most commonly used moderator in nuclear plants is 
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(a) heavy water          (b) concrete and bricks      (c) graphite and concrete 

(d) deuterium          (e) graphite 

 

Ans: e 

 

9. Which of the following state is the largest producer of tea in India? 

A. Karnataka         B. Assam       C. West Bengal         D. Tamil Nadu 

 

Ans: B 

Explanation: India is one of the largest producers of tea in the world. 

Approximately 52% of the total tea produced in India comes from the state 

of Assam. West Bengal comes at the second position in the list of tea-

producing states. Tamil Nadu comes at third place in the list of tea-

producing states. Hence, B is the correct option. 

 

10. The Barak Valley of Assam is famous for the cultivation of which crop? 

 

A. Oil palm      B. Tea      C. Sugarcane     D. Coffee 

 

Ans: C 

Explanation: The Barak Valley is located in the southern region of the 

Indian state of Assam. Soils of sugarcane growing areas in Cachar and 

Karimganj districts in the Barak valley of Assam have silty loam to clayey 

soils. Hence, C is the correct option. 

 

11.WHICH STATEMENT IS CORRECT ABOUT DEFENCE EXPO  

1. The biennial show will be held in Gandhinagar from March 11-13, 

2022 

2. The Indian army navy and air force orgnised it  

3. its focus on promoting self-reliance in the defence manufacturing 

sector and positioning India as an exporter of military hardware. 

 

A. Only-1      B- only-2      C- Only 3       D- All correct  

Ans-c its orgnised  by m.o.d and 2022 is cencilled due to war  


