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WHAT IS A NO-FLY ZONE 
 A no-fly zone is an area established by military powers over which certain aircraft are not 

allowed to fly. 

 During conflicts or wars, no-fly zones are imposed to prevent enemies from attacking the 

country being protected in the zone. 

 A no-fly zone is different from shutting down airspace that only prevents commercial 

planes from operating. 

 In case a no-fly zone comes into effect, the military of the country or alliance that imposed 

it will have to shoot down flights of the adversary if any country invades the other 

country’s airspace. 

 

WHEN WAS THE NO-FLY ZONE USED BEFORE? 

 After the first Gulf War in 1991, the US and coalition partners established two no-fly 

zones in Iraq to prevent attacks against some ethnic and religious groups. 

 However, this was done without the United Nations' backing. 

 Later, in 1992, during the Balkans conflict, the UN passed a resolution that banned 

unauthorized military flights in Bosnian airspace. 
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 The UN Security Council also approved a no-fly zone as part of the 2011 military 

intervention in Libya. 

 

UAE PLACED ON MONEY-LAUNDERING GREY LIST 
 

 The United Arab Emirates has promised "robust actions" against money-laundering and 

terrorist financing after the Middle East financial hub was placed on a grey list of 

countries subject to heightened scrutiny. 

 The wealthy Gulf state, which includes the freewheeling trade-to-tourism hub Dubai, was 

named on the Paris-based Financial Action Task Force's 23-strong list on Friday, joining 

the likes of Yemen, Syria and South Sudan. 

 Grey-list countries are "actively working with the FATF to address strategic deficiencies 

in their regimes to counter money laundering, terrorist financing, and proliferation 

financing", the global watchdog said in a statement. 

 UAE officials said they would strive to meet a list of requirements laid down by the 

taskforce, including increasing prosecutions and identifying sanctions evasion. 

 The UAE takes its role in protecting the integrity of the global financial system extremely 

seriously," the UAE's Executive Office of Anti-Money Laundering and Countering the 

Financing of Terrorism said in a statement. 

 The UAE will continue its ongoing efforts to identify, disrupt and punish criminals and 

illicit financial networks," it added, pledging "robust actions and ongoing measures... to 

secure the stability and integrity of the country's financial system". 

 The resources-rich UAE has become a nexus connecting the Middle East, Europe, Central 

Asia and Asia. Dubai has the world's busiest airport in terms of international passenger 

traffic, and one of the busiest sea ports. 

 While the desert country has successfully diversified its economy rather than relying on 

oil, experts and international organisations have long criticised a failure to crack down on 

murky financial transactions. 

 

WHAT IS FATF 
 The Financial Action Task Force (FATF) is an inter-governmental body decision-making 

body. It was established in 1989 during the G7 Summit in Paris to develop policies against 

money laundering. It is a “policy-making body” which works to generate the political 

will to bring about national legislative and regulatory reforms in money laundering. It has 

also started dealing with virtual currencies. The FATF Secretariat is located in Paris. 

  

WHAT IS THE OBJECTIVE OF FATF? 

 FATF sets standards and promotes effective implementation of: 

 a.legal, regulatory and operational measures for combating money laundering. 
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 b. The FATF works to identify national-level vulnerabilities with the aim of protecting 

the international financial system from misuse.  

 HOW MANY MEMBERS ARE THERE IN FATF? 

 As of 2019, FATF consists of thirty-seven member jurisdictions. 

  

IS INDIA A MEMBER OF THE FINANCIAL ACTION TASK FORCE? 

 India became an Observer at FATF in 2006. Since then, it had been working towards full-

fledged membership. On June 25, 2010 India was taken in as the 34th country member 

of FATF. 

  

FATF ON TERROR FINANCING 

  

 FATF's role in combating terror financing became prominent after the 9/11 terror attacks 

in the US. In 2001 its mandate expanded to include terrorism financing. Financing of 

terrorism involves providing money or financial support to terrorists. As of 2019, FATF 

has blacklisted North Korea and Iran over terror financing. Twelve countries are in the 

grey list, namely: Bahamas, Botswana, Cambodia, Ethiopia, Ghana, Pakistan, Panama, 

Sri Lanka, Syria, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia and Yemen. 

  

WHAT AS FATF 'GREY LIST' AND 'BLACKLIST'? 

  

FATF has 2 types of lists: 

  

a.  Black List: Countries knowns as Non-Cooperative Countries or Territories (NCCTs) are 

put in the blacklist. These countries support terror funding and money laundering 

activities. The FATF revises the blacklist regularly, adding or deleting entries. 

 b. Grey List: Countries that are considered safe haven for supporting terror funding and 

money laundering are put in the FATF grey list. This inclusion serves as a warning to the 

country that it may enter the blacklist. 

  

FATF & PAKISTAN 

 Pakistan has been in the FATF grey list since June 2018 and has been asked to implement 

the FATF Action Plan fully by September 2019. It was in the same category from 2012 

to 2015 too. Pakistan's inclusion in the grey list can be attributed to the fact that the 

country's anti-terror laws are still not in line with FATF standards and also with the latest 

UN resolution 2462 that pitches for criminalising terrorist financing. What Pakistan has 

mostly done in the past is detain both Masood Azhar and Hafiz Saeed for 'apprehension' 

of breach of peace. The FATF seeks freezing of funds, denial of weapons access and 

travel ban. 
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 While there were some arrests of LeT, JeM, JuD cadres, they were all apprehended under 

the country's Maintenance of Public Order Act and not the Anti-Terrorism Act, 1997. 

  

Consequences of being in the FATF grey list: 

 Considered in the grey list may face 

 1. Economic sanctions from IMF, World Bank, ADB  

 2. Problem in getting loans from IMF, World Bank, ADB and other countries 

 3. Reduction in international trade 

 4. International boycott 

 

GPS-FITTED TURTLES PLAY FAST AND LOOSE WITH BORDERS, ENTER 

BANGLADESH 
 Experts are trying to bring back an injured reptile that moved to neighbouring country 

after being released in the Sundarbans 

 Animals know no international boundaries and this has come as some sort of a surprise 

and challenge to experts and forest officials who installed GPS transmitters on the 

northern river terrapin in the Indian Sundarbans. 

 In just six weeks after the release, at least three of the 10 turtles of the critically 

endangered Batagur baska species have travelled hundreds of kilometres and are now in 

Bangladesh. 

 Shailendra Singh, director of Turtle Survival Alliance India (TSA), who played an 

important role in the conservation and release of the turtles, said that the animals with 

transmitters had traversed hundreds of kilometres and in the case of one turtle that was in 

Bangladesh at present, the dispersal has been about 400 km. 

‘THREE CROSS OVER’ 

 There are three turtles that have entered Bangladesh. In the case of maximum dispersal, 

the animal descended from the release site in Indian Sundarbans, crossed the sea and 

Bangladesh Sundarbans, and is now in its fringe area,” Dr. Singh said.Of the three turtles 

in Bangladesh, one was caught by fishermen in Bangladesh who removed the transmitter 

from the animal. 

 “Fortunately, there was a telephone number on the transmitter and somehow the 

fishermen contacted the TSA office and we approached officials of the Sundarbans Tiger 

Reserve. We are trying to bring the turtle back to India,” Dr. Singh said. Of the 10 animals 

released with the transmitter, signals are coming from six: four from India, and two from 

Bangladesh. 

 Experts have pointed out that five of the animals have descended down from the site of 

release in the Sundarbans and moved south. Justin Jones, Deputy Director of the 

Sundarbans Tiger Reserve, said that the turtle had been rescued by the Bangladesh Forest 

Department. 
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 “We are trying to bring back the animal, but at present, the animal is at a facility under 

Khulna Forest Department. Bangladesh also has a facility for Batagur Baska, and the 

animal which is injured is at the facility,” Mr. Jones said. 

 Highlighting the need for the release of the critically endangered turtles, the official of 

the Sundarbans Tiger Reserve said the objective of the initiative was to ascertain the 

habitat, breeding pattern and the movement of the species. 

 The population of the northern river terrapin, a freshwater turtle, had reached critical 

limits about 15 years ago when experts and forest officials were not sure about any 

surviving population of the freshwater turtles in the Sundarbans. 

 In 2008, a joint exploration of swamps mangroves and tidal creeks by the TSA and 

Sundarban Tiger Reserve located a cohort of eight males, three females, and one juvenile 

in a pond at the Sajnekhali Interpretation Center. 

 In 14 years, the conservation breeding of the species, categorised as critically endangered 

by International Union for Conservation of Nature Red List, has been a success with 

almost 12 adults and close to 370 juveniles of the species. 

 

IAF DECIDES TO POSTPONE EX VAYU SHAKTI 2022 
 The Indian Air Force (IAF) has decided to postpone its firepower demonstration, Ex Vayu 

Shakti, scheduled in the Pokhran ranges in Rajasthan on March 7 “due to the developing 

situation”, sources in the Air Force said on Saturday. 

 Fresh dates shall be intimated subsequently,” said an IAF source. 

 Amid the deepening crisis in Ukraine, on Friday, the Defence Ministry announced that 

the 12th edition of the biennial DefExpo to be held in Gujarat for the first time has also 

been postponed “due to logistics problems being experienced by participants.” 

 The triennial Ex Vayu Shakti 2022, aimed at showcasing the capability of the IAF to 

conduct full spectrum operations, was to see the participation of 148 aircraft and 

helicopters, including 109 fighter aircraft, 24 helicopters, seven transport aircraft and four 

unmanned aerial vehicles. 

 The frontline aircraft in the IAF inventory, including the Russian SU-30MKI and MiG-

29UPG fighters, the latest induction from France, the Rafale, as well as the Mirage 2000, 

the U.S.-origin C-130 and C-17 transport aircraft, AH-64E Apache attack helicopters and 

CH-47F Chiook heavy-lift helicopters, the indigenous Light Combat Aircraft, Advanced 

Light Helicopter and the Light Combat Helicopter, were to demonstrate their capabilities 

at Vayu Shakti. 

 

NAVAL EXERCISE MILAN CONCLUDES IN VISAKHAPATNAM 
 The sea phase of the 11th edition saw the participation of 26 ships, one submarine and 21 

aircraft from over 40 countries 

 Indian Navy’s largest multilateral exercise MILAN 2022, which saw the participation of 

over 40 countries, ended on Friday. 
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 The sea phase of the 11th edition saw the participation of 26 ships, one submarine and 21 

aircraft, the Navy said in a statement. 

 A series of complex and advanced exercises were undertaken in all three dimensions of 

naval operations to enhance compatibility, interoperability, mutual understanding and 

maritime cooperation amongst the partner Navies,” the Navy said on Saturday. The 

closing ceremony was held in a unique format with the Commanding Officers of the 

participating ships arriving by helicopters and boats on board INS Jalashwa at anchorage, 

it stated. 

 The harbour phase was held from February 25 to 28 and the sea phase from March 1 to 

4. 

 The sea phase commenced with a series of exercises to enhance the interoperability 

amongst the participating Navies, the statement said. 

 The first two days at sea included complex anti-air warfare drills with U.S. P-8A aircraft 

shepherding a strike of Indian fighter aircraft on a formation of warships of the 

participating Navies, the Navy said. “Weapon firing against low-flying air targets were 

conducted, which reflected the proficiency of the crews and high levels of 

interoperability.” 

 

HELD AMID TENSIONS 

 The exercise, held amid tensions between the West and Russia and the crisis in Ukraine, 

saw the warships of the Quad countries; France, Myanmar, South Korea, Vietnam and 

others practise completing drills. Russia, Iran, Israel and Saudi Arabia and others are 

participating in the exercise without ships. Cross-deck landing operations were carried 

out during the helicopter operations, while ships from the participating countries 

undertook the exercise of replenishment at sea. 

 The closing ceremony was presided over by Rear Admiral Sanjay Bhalla, Flag Officer 

Commanding Eastern Fleet. Starting with the participation of four countries, Indonesia, 

Singapore, Sri Lanka and Thailand, in 1995, the exercise has since transitioned in terms 

of the number of participants and complexity of exercises. Earlier, the exercise was held 

at Port Blair but this edition was shifted to Visakhapatnam, as it offers more infrastructure 

as well as sea space for the exercise. 

 

WHY DO INDIANS GO ABROAD FOR MEDICAL STUDIES? 
What prompts students to pick countries like Russia, Ukraine and China? Will setting up 

more private colleges help? 

 The story so far: The war in Ukraine has turned the spotlight on something that has been 

the trend for about three decades now. When students from India studying in Ukraine 

cried out for help, it became clear that there were a large number of them trapped in a war 

zone. According to estimates from Ukraine, reported in the media, around 18,000 Indian 

students are in Ukraine. It may be safe to assume they are pursuing medicine, at least 
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anecdotally, going by interviews with students who have returned. Hundreds of students 

are still stuck in several regions of Ukraine, while for those who have returned, an 

uncertain future threatens, unless the Government finds a solution soon. 

 

WHICH COUNTRIES DO INDIAN STUDENTS PREFER? 

 For about three decades now, Indian students have been heading out to Russia, China, 

Ukraine, Kyrgyzstan, Kazakhstan, the Philippines to pursue a medical degree. The 

medium of education for these students is English, a language they are comfortable with, 

and the amount spent on living and the medical degree are far more affordable than paying 

for an MBBS seat in private medical colleges in the country. 

 The desire to study medicine still holds a lot of value in the Indian community. While it 

retains the prestige of an honourable profession, there is a great deal of aspirational zeal 

in taking up medicine. The lack of equal opportunities exacerbated by the caste factor in 

the Indian context, has a great deal of impact on the prestige still associated with being a 

doctor, says G.R. Ravindranath, of the Doctors’ Association for Social Equality. “For 

years, certain communities were denied the opportunities, and finally they do have a 

chance at achieving significant educational status. People still think it is good to have a 

‘Dr.’ attached to their name, even if they do not specialise. In many rural areas, people 

still look at doctors as god’s incarnate.” 

 

DOESN’T INDIA HAVE ENOUGH COLLEGES? 

 There are certainly far more MBBS aspirants than there are MBBS seats in India. In 

NEET 2021, as per a National Testing Agency press release, 16.1 lakh students registered 

for the exam, 15.4 lakh students appeared for the test, and 8.7 lakh students qualified. 

Bharati Pravin Pawar, Union Minister of State for Health, told the Lok Sabha in 

December 2021, that as per data from the National Medical Commission (NMC), in 2021-

22, there were 596 medical colleges in the country with a total of 88,120 MBBS seats. 

 While the skew is in favour of Government colleges, it is not greatly so, with the number 

of private medical institutions nearly neck-to-neck with the state-run ones. That means 

over 50% of the total seats are available at affordable fees in Government colleges. Add 

the 50% seats in the private sector that the NMC has mandated must charge only the 

government college fees. Assuming each one of these seats is also available at this 

reduced fee structure, that could be another 20,000 odd seats. In effect, roughly 65,000 

seats are available within the affordable fee segment. 

 

Additionally, these colleges are also not distributed evenly across the country, with 

States such as Maharashtra, Karnataka, Tamil Nadu and Kerala having many more 

colleges. 

 

WHAT ABOUT COSTS? 
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 The cost factor on both sides of an MBBS degree is significant. The costs of an MBBS 

degree in a Government college tot up to a few lakhs of rupees for the full course, but in 

a private medical college, it can go up to ₹1 crore for the five-year course. In case it is a 

management seat, capitation fees can inflate the cost by several lakhs again. 

 Whereas, an MBBS course at any foreign medical university in the east and eastern 

Europe costs far less. Students from Tamil Nadu who returned from Ukraine said on an 

average they had to spend close to ₹30lakh-₹40 lakh, inclusive of lodging and boarding. 

A majority of the students had written NEET at least twice, and only decided to move 

after they could not get an MBBS seat. On return, the requirement is to clear the Foreign 

Medical Graduates Examination, a licensure examination held for students who have 

studied medicine abroad, and for most countries, also a house surgency stint. 

 Dr. Ravindranath explains that in India the disparities in income of doctors, and others, 

like nurses and allied health professionals, is also a key factor in making an MBBS degree 

alluring. People are willing to leave their home to study far away in much colder places 

and with completely alien cultures and food habits. The ability to practise as a doctor, in 

Government and private sectors simultaneously, and the scope of earning a life-long 

income are also powerful incentives, in addition to the social status it confers. 

 

IS THE SOLUTION MORE PRIVATE MEDICAL COLLEGES? 

 While Prime Minister Modi emphasised that more private medical colleges must be set 

up in the country to aid more people to take up MBBS, medical education experts have 

called for pause on the aspect. 

 If the aim is to make medicine more accessible to students of the country, the path ahead 

is not in the private sector, but in the public sector, with the Central and State 

governments’ involvement, they point out. From 2003, the Centre’s Pradhan Mantri 

Swasthya Suraksha Yojana has been working to augment facilities for quality medical 

education in the country. 

 Starting private medical colleges by reducing the strict standards set for establishing 

institutes may not actually be the solution to this problem, if we think this is a concern,” 

says Dr. Ravindranath. Going overseas to study does have advantages, it could broaden 

students’ mind and thinking, expose them to a whole range of experiences, and their 

approach to issues and crises is likely to be far better. 

 However, creating more medical colleges will be beneficial for the country, if access and 

availability can be ensured. This will not be possible by resorting to private enterprise 

only. He adds that State and Central governments can start more medical colleges, as 

recommended by NITI Aayog, by utilising district headquarters hospitals, and expanding 

the infrastructure. This way, students from the lower and middle socio-economic rung, 

who are otherwise not able to access medical seats, will also benefit. 
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CHINA HIKES MILITARY SPENDING BY 7.1%, SETS 5.5% 
GDP TARGET 

 A draft budget says defence spending would be hiked to 1.45 trillion Yuan 

 China on Saturday announced a 7.1% hike in its defence spending as well as an annual GDP 
growth target of “around 5.5%” for the coming year. 

 China’s Premier and second-ranked leader Li Keqiang announced the GDP target at the 
opening of the week-long session of the National People’s Congress (NPC) or Parliament, 
which approves policies for the coming year. 

 A draft budget, which the NPC will approve, said defence spending would be hiked by 7.1% to 
1.45 trillion Yuan or around $230 billion. The military budget was hiked by 6.8% last year when 
it crossed the $200 billion mark for the first time. India’s military spending this year was 
announced as around $70 billion, a 4.4% hike from the previous year, although a greater share 
of India’s defence spending goes towards imports and pensions. 

 The Communist Party-run Global Times said the hike this year reflected “security threats China 
is facing.” 

 “The U.S. has been applying military pressure on China over the past few years, stirring up 
trouble on the doorsteps of China through operations like provocative, monthly warship transits 
in the Taiwan Straits, close-in reconnaissance missions with spy planes in the East China Sea 
and the South China Sea of more than 1,200 times in 2021, and a number of warship intrusions 
in Chinese territorial waters in the South China Sea in the name of freedom of navigation,” the 
paper said, adding that “the U.S. also organised the security dialogue Quad with Japan, India 
and Australia, and formed the new security pact AUKUS with Australia and the U.K., both 
designed to surround China militarily.” 

 The paper noted that “while the situation along the China-India border has been kept stable 
and manageable, the standoffs remain to be completely solved after rounds of talks. 

 An increasing share of the budget in recent years has been devoted to the modernisation of 
the PLA Navy, which will launch China’s third aircraft carrier this year. Other spending would 
fund plans to “expand production of the J-20 stealth fighter jet and modernise the nuclear 
arsenal,” the paper quoted analysts as saying, part of plans to build a “world-class military”, on 
par with the U.S., by 2049 when the People’s Republic of China turns 100. 

 On the economy front, Premier Li announced an expected GDP target of “around 5.5%”, down 
from the 6% target for last year, when the economy grew by 8.1% but slowed to 4% in the last 
quarter. He said “economic stability” was the priority, with a target of 11 million new jobs in 
2022. 

 China would also “continue its effective routine COVID-19 control to prevent inbound cases 
and domestic resurgences”, he said, meaning that the “zero COVID” strategy and international 
travel restrictions are likely to remain in place in China. 

 The GDP target will mean striking a balance between keeping growth ticking and investing in 
infrastructure without exacerbating the debt problem. The IMF in January forecast 4.8% growth 
for China, pointing to “subdued private consumption and real estate investment” as headwinds. 

 “As a result, significant slack in the economy is expected to remain in 2022,” the forecast said, 
noting that “a wave of regulatory policy measures targeting technology sectors, while intended 
to strengthen competition, consumer privacy, and data governance, has increased policy 
uncertainty that has been heightened by the financial stress faced by property developers 
following policy efforts aimed at deleveraging. 

 

WHAT IS KAVACH, AND HOW DOES IT WORK?  
 Kavach, the Indian technology that can prevent two trains from colliding 

 An indigenously developed technology that can prevent two trains from colliding was 

showcased on Friday.  
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WHAT'S NEW? 

 Kavach is India’s very own automatic protection system in development since 2012, 

under the name Train Collision Avoidance System (Representational) 

 Things went as planned. The locomotive carrying Railway Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw 

and another with Railway Board Chairman VK Tripathi raced towards each other on the 

same track, but thanks to an automatic system applied brakes 200 meters apart, thus 

avoiding a collision. Kavach, this indigenously developed Automatic Train Protection 

System showcased on South Central Railway Friday, is earmarked for aggressive rollout 

on 2,000 km in 2022-23, according the Budget proposals. 

 

WHAT IS KAVACH?  

 It is India’s very own automatic protection system in development since 2012, under the 

name Train Collision Avoidance System (TCAS), which got rechristened to Kavach or 

“armour”. 

 Simply put, it is a set of electronic devices and Radio Frequency Identification devices 

installed in locomotives, in the signalling system as well the tracks, that talk to each other 

using ultra high radio frequencies to control the brakes of trains and also alert drivers, all 

based on the logic programmed into them. One of its features is that by continuously 

refreshing the movement information of a train, it is able to send out triggers when a loco 

pilot jumps signal, called Signal Passed at Danger (SPAD), a grave offence in railway 

operations with respect to safety, and the key to accidents like collision. The devices also 

continuously relay the signals ahead to the locomotive, making it useful for loco pilots in 

low visibility, especially during dense fog. 

 Railway Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw during the live testing of Kavach, this indigenously 

developed Automatic Train Protection System (Twitter, Ashwini Vaishnaw) 

 TCAS or Kavach includes the key elements from already existing, and tried and tested 

systems like the European Train Protection and Warning System, and the indigenous Anti 

Collison Device. It will also carry features of the high-tech European Train Control 

System Level-2 in future. The current form of Kavach adheres to the highest level of 

safety and reliability standard called Safety Integrity Level 4. 

 

WHAT IS NEW? 

 In the new avatar, India wants to position Kavach as an exportable system, a cheaper 

alternative to the European systems in vogue across the world. While now Kavach uses 

Ultra High Frequency, work is on to make it compatible with 4G Long Term Evolution 

(LTE) technology and make the product for global markets. Work is on to make the 

system such that it can be compatible with other already installed systems globally. The 

Research Designs and Standards Organisation (RDSO) in Lucknow along with private 

vendors are developing the system. India wants more private players to take up the 

development and subseauent production. Once rolled out, it may be world’s cheapest 
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Automatic Train Protection System with the cost of rollout pegged at around Rs 30 lakh 

to 50 lakh per kilometer, a fourth of the cost of equivalent systems globally. 

 In the next phase, the Kavach system will also be able to recalibrate as per temporary 

speed restrictions en route, something the system does not yet have. 

 So far, Kavach has been deployed on over 1,098 km and 65 locomotives in ongoing 

projects of the South Central Railway. In future it will be implemented on 3000 km of the 

Delhi-Mumbai and Delhi-Howrah corridors where the tracks and systems are being 

upgraded to host a top speed of 160 kmph. 

 In addition to a trial section of 250 km, at present Kavach is under implementation on 

1200 km of South Central Railway, on Bidar-Parli Vaiinath-Parbhani and Manmad-

Parbhani-Nanded, Secunderabad-Gadwal-Dhone-Guntakal sections. 

 Further, over 34,000 km on the High Density Network (HDN) and Highly Utilized 

Network (HUN) of on the Golden Quadrilateral have been included in its sanctioned 

plans. Four years ago, Prime Minister Narendra Modi had turned down an ambitious plan 

of the Railways to roll out ETCS-Level 2 system across its network and had asked the 

transporter to look for indigenous, cheaper solutions for such future upgrade. 

 

IMPORTANT MCQ  

 
Q.1. Consider the following Statements regarding General Rules for Flying a Drone in India: 

1. Drones cannot be flown more than 400 feet vertically. 

2. All drone operators will register their drone and request permission to fly for each flight 

through India’s Digital Sky Platform. 

3. All drones except those in the Nano category must be registered and issued a Unique 

Identification Number. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are correct? 

  

a) 1 only        b) 2 only      c) 1 and 2 only        d) 1, 2 and 3 

  

Answer: (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 Explanation: 

 In NEWS: Nano, micro, small: The different drone types in India & if Jammu-like strike can 

be averted 

  

 From social media vloggers and crop analysts to wedding photographers and disaster 

relief personnel — drones have become an inseparable asset across a whole range of 

spheres.     

 On Sunday, after the drone attack at the Jammu Air Force station, the unmanned aerial 

vehicles have come to symbolise a new terror challenge for India.  
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 The threat was further emphasised when, between Sunday night and Monday 

morning, two drones were spotted over the Ratnuchak-Kaluchak military area. The 

drones escaped after Army personnel fired at them. 

  

Drones in India 

 Based on their weight, drones can be divided into five categories — nano (weighing 

up to 250 g), micro (250 g to 2 kg), small (2-25 kg), medium (25-150 kg), and large 

(over 150 kg). 

 All drones except nano require a licensed pilot and permit from the Director General 

of Civil Aviation (DGCA). Altitude and speed restrictions also vary depending on the 

category of the drone. Hence statement (3) is correct 

 Drones cannot be flown within a distance of 25 km from international borders, which 

includes the Line of Control, and in the vicinity of military installations or areas where 

military activities take place 

 Drone pilots must maintain a direct visual line of sight at all times while flying. 

 Drones cannot be flown more than 400 feet vertically. Hence statement (1) is correct 

 Drones cannot be flown in areas specified as “No Fly Zones”. 

 India’s No Permission, No Takeoff Policy 

 The drone pilots are required to request permission to fly via a mobile app, which will 

automatically process the request and grant or reject it. 

 If a drone pilot tries to fly without receiving permission from the Digital Sky 

Platform, he or she will simply not be able to take off. 

 All drone operators will register their drone and request permission to fly for each 

flight through India’s Digital Sky Platform. Hence statement (2) is correct 

 

Q2. Which of the following are the features of the latest Drone regulations issued by the 

central government : 

 

1) All drones except nano and those owned by NTRO, ARC and Central Intelligence 

Agencies are to be registered and issued with Unique Identification Number (UIN). 

2) The regulation defines “No Drone Zones” around airports;near international border, 

Vijay Chowk in Delhi; State Secretariat Complex in State Capitals, strategic locations/vital 

and military installations; etc. 

3) For flying in controlled Airspace, filing of flight plan and obtaining Air Defence Clearance 

(ADC) /Flight Information Centre (FIC) number shall be necessary along with Minimum 

manufacturing standards and training requirements of Remote Pilots. 

 

A) 1 & 2only    B) 2 & 3only      C) 1 & 3 only      D) All of the above 
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ANS-D 

 

3. Consider the following statements about Financial Action task force (FATF). 

I.It was formed in 1989 with India as one of the founding members. 

II.Its Secretariat is based in Geneva, Switzerland. 

III.The objectives of the FATF are to set standards and promote effective implementation 

of legal, regulatory and operational measures for combating money laundering, terrorist 

financing and other related threats to the integrity of the international financial system. 

 

Which of the following statements are correct? 

A. 1 and 2 only   B. 2 only    C. 3 only      D. 1 and 3 only 

 

ANS-C 

 

Q4. Consider the following statements about the Kavach or Train Collision Avoidance 

System (TCAS) recently announced in Budget 2022-23 

1. It is a set of electronic devices and Radio Frequency Identification devices installed in 

locomotives, in the signalling system as well the tracks 

2. Various components of the system talk to each other using visible light communication 

to control the brakes of trains and also alert drivers 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

 

a. 1 only    b. 2 only       c. Both 1 and 2         d. Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Answer : a 

 

2. Exercise Vayu Shakti 2022 will be organised in which place by the IAF? 

A.Nainital          B.Jaisalmer          C.Agra     D.Pithoragarh 

 

Answer: Option B 

Indian Air Force (IAF) will conduct the Exercise Vayu Shakti that will take place at the 

Pokharan range in Jaisalmer 

 

 


