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LABOUR MINISTRY LAUNCHES ‘DONATE-A-

PENSION 
 Union Labour and Employment Minister Bhupender Yadav launched the 'Donate-a-

Pension' program under Pradhan Mantri Shram on Monday. This move is to make the 

process of creating and contributing to a pension fund for support staff easier. 

 union Labour and Employment Minister, Bhupendra Yadav tweet, “Launched ‘Donate-a-

Pension’ programme at my residence by donating to the gardener. It is an initiative under 

(PM-SYM) pension scheme where citizens can donate the premium contribution of their 

immediate support staff such as domestic workers, drivers, helpers etc. 

 The Ministry of Labour tweet stated: “Secure the future of Unorganised Workers by 

making a small contribution to Donate-a-Pension scheme, an initiative launched today 

under PM-SYM & make a big difference.” 

 

PRADHAN MANTRI SHRAM YOGI MAAN-DHAN (PM-SYM) 
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 According to the labour ministry website, the PM-SYM is a 50:50 voluntary and 

contributory pension scheme in which the beneficiary makes a stipulated age-specific 

contribution and the Central Government matches it. For example, if a person joins the 

system at the age of 29, he must give Rs 100 per month until he reaches the age of 60, at 

which point the Central Government would contribute an equal amount of Rs 100. The 

subscriber will get the assured monthly pension of Rs.3000/- with benefit of family 

pension, as the case may be.The Ministry of Labour and Employment will oversee PM-

SYM, which will be implemented by Life Insurance Corporation of India and CSC 

eGovernance Services India Limited (CSC SPV). The Pension Fund Manager will be LIC, 

and they will be in charge of paying out the pensions. The money collected under the PM-

SYM pension system would be invested according to the Government of India's 

investment pattern. 
 

WHO ARE ELIGIBLE UNDER THE SCHEME? 
 According to Labour and Ministry and Employment, “The unorganised workers mostly 

engaged as home based workers, street vendors, mid-day meal workers, head loaders, brick 

kiln workers, cobblers, rag pickers, domestic workers, washer men, rickshaw pullers, 

landless labourers, own account workers, agricultural workers, construction workers, 

beedi workers, handloom workers, leather workers, audio- visual workers and similar other 

occupations..whose monthly income is Rs 15,000/ per month or less and belong to the 

entry age group of 18-40 years. They should not be covered under New Pension Scheme 

(NPS), Employees’ State Insurance Corporation (ESIC) scheme or Employees’ Provident 

Fund Organisation (EPFO). Further, he/she should not be an income tax payer.” 
 

DD INDIA IS NOW ON OTT PLATFORM 
Prasar Bharati signs MoU with Yupp TV to expand channel’s reach to U.S., 

Europe 

 India’s public broadcaster Prasar Bharati has signed a memorandum of understanding with 

Yupp TV, an over-the-top (OTT) platform, in order to expand the reach of DD India 

channel, which puts forth the country’s perspective on various international developments 

on global platforms. 

 

GLOBAL REACH 

 With this, DD India is now available on the OTT platform of Yupp TV in the United States, 

the United Kingdom, Europe, West Asia, Singapore, Australia and New Zealand. 

 The content hosting agreement was signed by Prasar Bharati’s chief executive officer 

Shashi Shekhar Vempati and Yupp TV founder and chief executive officer Uday Reddy. 

 Available in more than 190 countries, the channel offers international viewers India’s 

perspective on all domestic and global developments and also acts as a bridge between 

India and Indian diaspora across the world. It showcases India’s culture and values to the 

world, said the Information and Broadcasting Ministry on Monday. 

 “DD India has established itself as a global influencer on India related issues through its 

sharp analysis and commentary, thought provoking views and opinions and cutting edge 

visual presentation,” said the Ministry. 

 

POPULAR SHOW 
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 The channel’s one of the popular shows, based on in-depth analysis and research, is Bio-

Quest. 

 “This series deals with the origin of COVID-19, vaccine development and other scientific 

discoveries related to COVID. Some of the other high viewership shows are India Ideas, 

World Today, Indian Diplomacy, DD Dialogue, News Night etc,” it said. 

PLAN TO BRING 4 LAKH GIRLS BACK TO 

SCHOOL 
New-generation anganwadis to exclude children aged 11 to 14; focus on 14-18 

age group 

 The Centre is launching a back-to-school campaign to bring at least four lakh young girls 

who are out of school into the formal education system. 

 Under the new Saksham Anganwadi scheme of the Women and Child Development 

Ministry, these girls in the 11-14 age group will no longer receive anganwadi support, as 

the focus shifts to 14 to 18-year-olds, Women and Child Development (WCD) Secretary 

Indevar Pandey said at an event on Monday. 

 The campaign to enrol them in schools will be driven by anganwadi workers in 

collaboration with district education officers, supported by tracking systems used by the 

WCD and Education Ministries, he added. 

 A UNICEF survey of 50,000 Indian adolescents during the COVID-19 pandemic, also 

released at the same event, reported that while 90% of respondents were currently enrolled 

in school, a third of them knew of at least one girl who had dropped out. The dropouts 

were either engaged in domestic work or had got married, said UNICEF India 

representative Yasumasa Kimura. He added that at least a third of these girls wished to 

return to school, with respondents suggesting strategies to convince parents, to ensure 

girls’ safety in school and on the commute, and to provide better awareness of government 

programmes. 

 Mr. Pandey noted that the government’s success in bringing adolescent girls into the 

school system could be seen in the sharp fall in dropout girls who are dependent on the 

anganwadi system for nutritional and skilling support. In 2018-19, there were 11.88 lakh 

girls aged 11-14 years who were part of the Scheme for Adolescent Girls (SAG) in 

anganwadis, but this had dropped to 5.03 lakh by 2021. With the new Saksham 

Anganwadis set to pivot their focus to 14 to 18-year-olds from this year, it becomes 

imperative to ensure that the four lakh remaining 11 to 14-year-olds are absorbed by the 

school system, Mr. Pandey added. 

 

MAPPING DROPOUTS 

 Anganwadi workers would map the number of girls in each district and the list would be 

shared with the Education Department, whose local officials would then ensure that each 

girl was enrolled either directly in the school system or in vocational training programmes, 

skill centres or open schooling, explained Mr. Pandey. Data from the Education Ministry’s 

Prabandh portal and WCD Ministry’s Poshan tracker would be combined to monitor the 

status of each girl and ensure that none of them fell through the cracks. 

 The anganwadi workers will be given additional financial incentives ranging from ₹500 to 

₹1,000 to counsel adolescent girl dropouts in their anganwadis and ensure that they are 

enrolled in schools. 
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RUSSIA GIVES HEARING AT UN TOP COURT A 

SKIP 
Kyiv lodged a case at the ICJ on Feb. 27 

 Russia declined to attend a hearing at the UN’s top court on Monday at which Ukraine is 

asking for an immediate order to halt the conflict, the head judge said. 

 “The court regrets the non-appearance of the Russian Federation in these oral 

proceedings,” International Court of Justice President Joan Donoghue said. 

 Ukraine’s representative at the court in The Hague, Anton Korynevych, criticised Russia 

for not showing up at the ICJ’s Peace Palace headquarters. “The fact that Russia’s seats 

are empty speaks loudly. They are not here in this court of law, they are on a battlefield, 

waging aggressive war against my country,” he said. “This is how Russia solves disputes.” 

 Kyiv lodged an urgent case at the ICJ on February 27, saying that Russia had illegally 

justified its war by falsely alleging genocide in Ukraine’s Donetsk and Lugansk regions. 

INTERNATIONAL COURT OF JUSTICE 

 The International Court of Justice sometimes known as the World Court, is one of 

the six principal organs of the United Nations (UN). It settles disputes between states in 

accordance with international law and gives advisory opinions on international legal 

issues. The ICJ is the only international court that adjudicates general disputes between 

countries, with its rulings and opinions serving as primary sources of international law. 

 The ICJ is the successor of the Permanent Court of International Justice (PCIJ), which was 

established in 1920 by the League of Nations. After the Second World War, both the 

League and the PCIJ were replaced by the United Nations and ICJ, respectively. 

The Statute of the ICJ, which sets forth its purpose and structure, draws heavily from that 

of its predecessor, whose decisions remain valid. All member states of the UN are party to 

the ICJ Statute and may initiate contentious cases; however, advisory proceedings may 

only be submitted by certain UN organs and agencies. 

 The ICJ consists of a panel of 15 judges elected by the UN General Assembly and Security 

Council for nine-year terms. No more than one judge of each nationality may be 

represented on court at the same time, and judges collectively must reflect the principal 

civilizations and legal systems of the world. Seated in the Peace Palace in The Hague, 

Netherlands, the ICJ is the only principal UN organ not located in New York City. [3] Its 

official working languages are English and French. 

 Since the entry of its first case on 22 May 1947, the ICJ has entertained 179 cases through 

March 2021 

ICJ COMPOSITION 

 The ICJ is composed of 15 judges.  

 The judges have a tenure of nine years each. 

 They are elected independently by the UNGA and the UNSC. The candidate should get an 

absolute majority in both the UNGA and the UNSC to be elected. 

 No two judges can have the same nationality in the ICJ. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations_System#Six_principal_organs
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_law
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Advisory_opinions
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_court
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sources_of_international_law
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Permanent_Court_of_International_Justice
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/League_of_Nations
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_II
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Statute_of_the_ICJ
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Member_states_of_the_United_Nations
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_specialized_agencies_of_the_United_Nations
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations_General_Assembly
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations_Security_Council
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations_Security_Council
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peace_Palace
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Hague
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Court_of_Justice#cite_note-3
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Working_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Corfu_Channel_case
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 Elections are held every three years for one-third of the seats, and retiring judges may be 

re-elected.  

 The members of the ICJ do not represent their governments but are independent 

magistrates.  

 The judges must possess the qualifications required in their respective countries for 

appointment to the highest judicial offices, or be jurists of recognized competence in 

international law. 

The judges are distributed as per the regions: 

o 3 from Africa 

o 2 from Latin America and the Caribbean 

o 3 from Asia 

o 5 from Western Europe and other states 

o 2 from Eastern Europe 

 Among the 15 judges, there is a President, a Vice President and a Registrar. 

 Every State government party to the Charter designates a group that proposes candidates 

for the office of ICJ judges. 

ICJ JURISDICTION 

The ICJ has two types of jurisdictions: 

Contentious cases 

1. ICJ, in accordance with international law, settles disputes of legal nature that are submitted 

to it by states. 

2. Countries should apply and only then appear before the ICJ. International organisations, 

other authorities, and private individuals are not entitled to institute proceedings before the 

ICJ. 

3. The Court can only deal with a dispute when the States concerned have recognized its 

jurisdiction. 

4. The judgment is final, binding on the parties to the case and without an appeal. 

5. The advisory procedure is available to five UN Organs, fifteen Specialized Agencies, and 

one Related Organisation. 

6. Despite having no binding force, the Court’s advisory opinions nevertheless, carry great 

legal weight and moral authority and thus help in the development and clarification of 

international laws. 

 There is also a distinction between mainline and incidental jurisdictions.  

 Incidental jurisdiction relates to a series of miscellaneous and interlocutory matters; for 

example, the power of the Court to decide a dispute as to its own jurisdiction in a given 

case; its general authority to control the proceedings; its ability to deal with interim 

measures of protection; and the discontinuance of a case.  

 Mainline jurisdiction, on the other hand, concerns the power of the Court to render a 

binding decision on the substance and merits of a case placed before it. 
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LIMITATIONS OF ICJ 

 ICJ suffers from certain limitations, these are mainly structural, circumstantial and related 

to the material resources made available to the Court. 

 It has no jurisdiction to try individuals accused of war crimes or crimes against humanity. 

As it is not a criminal court, it does not have a prosecutor able to initiate proceedings. 

 The ICJ is not an apex court to which national courts can turn to. It is also not a court of 

last resort for people. It also does not act like an appeal court for international tribunals, 

however, it can make a ruling on the validity of the arbitration awards. 

 The ICJ cannot suo moto take up a case. It can only hear cases or disputes when requested 

to do so by States. It can also not investigate and rule on acts of States. 

 The ICJ only has jurisdiction based on consent, not compulsory jurisdiction. 

 It does not enjoy a full separation of powers, with permanent members of the Security 

Council being able to veto enforcement of cases, even those to which they consented to be 

bound. 

 

EXPORTS OF PROCESSED, AGRI FOODS RISE 

23%: GOVT. 

 Exports of agricultural and processed food products rose more than 23% to $19.7 billion 

during April-January 2021-22 compared with the year-earlier period, the Commerce 

Ministry said. 

 The exports stood at $15.97 billion in the year-earlier period. Export of rice was the top 

forex earner at $7.7 billion during the period under review, it said. Similarly, wheat 

shipments rose to $1.74 billion. 

 Meat, dairy and poultry products exports grew more than 13% to $3.40 billion, it said 

adding fruits and vegetables outbound shipments were up 16% to $1.20 billion. 

 “We continue to focus on creating infrastructure for boosting exports in collaboration with 

the State governments while taking into consideration the objective of Agriculture Export 

Policy, 2018,” M. Angamuthu, chairman, APEDA, said. 

ABOUT APEDA  

 Agricultural & Processed Food Products Export Development Authority (APEDA) is a 

government organisation established in 1985 through an act for the development and 

promotion of export of scheduled products. It provides financial assistance, information, 

guidelines towards the development of scheduled products. The products specified under 

the APEDA ACT are called schedule products and exporters of such scheduled products 

are required register under APEDA. 

 

OBJECTIVE OF APEDA 

 The objective of APEDA is to promote schedule products export and to achieve this 

various functions has been undertaken by this body under the regulation of central 

government. Central government lays down the rules and regulation and implements 

through this body for the efficient administration of APEDA Act. 
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FUNCTIONS OF APEDA AUTHORITIES 

 Authorities are assigned with functions such as: 

 Promotion of export-oriented production and development of the Scheduled products 

 Setting the standards and specifications for the scheduled products   

 Registration of exporters of the scheduled products on payment of required fees 

 Improving packaging and marketing of the Scheduled products 

 Carrying out an inspection of products for the purpose of ensuring the quality of such 

products 

 Training in various aspects of the industries connected with the scheduled products 

 Development of industries relating to the scheduled products and undertaking surveys, 

feasibility studies etc 

 Collection of statistics from the owners of factories or establishments and publication of 

such statistics 

 APEDA is mandated with the responsibility of export promotion and development of 

scheduled products such as Fruits, Vegetable, Meat, Poultry Products. Dairy Products, 

Confectionery, Biscuits, Bakery Products, Honey, Jaggery and Sugar Products, Cocoa 

products, chocolates, floriculture Products. Pickles, Papads and Chutneys etc 

 

THE COMPLEXITIES FOR IMPLEMENTING A 

NO-FLY ZONE 
Why is NATO reluctant to declare Ukrainian airspace as a ‘No Fly Zone’? 

What will such a declaration entail, if approved? 

 The story so far: The North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) Secretary General 

Jens Stoltenberg stated that the organisation would not designate the Ukranian 

airspace as a ‘No Fly Zone’ which he said would lead to a full-fledged war in Europe, 

involving many more countries and resulting in greater human suffering. In 

response, Ukranian President Volodymyr Zelensky said the move amounted to giving 

a “green light” for further bombing of Ukranian cities and villages. 

 Associated Press reported on Saturday that Russian President Vladimir Putin said any 

third-party declaration of a non-fly zone over Ukraine would be seen as “participation in 

the armed conflict”. 

 

WHAT IS A NO-FLY ZONE? 

 In simple terms, a No-Fly Zone refers to a particular airspace wherein aircrafts, excluding 

those permitted by an enforcement agency, are barred from flying. 

 Articles under Chapter VII of the United Nations Charter dealing with ‘Action with 

Respect to Threats to the Peace, Breaches of the Peace, and Acts of Aggression’ are 

invoked to authorise a potential no-fly zone. Article 39 dictates the United Nations 

Security Council (UNSC) to determine the probable existence of any threat to peace or an 

act of aggression. It suggests further measures, if required, are to be carried out in 

accordance to Article 41 and 42 to restore international peace and security. 
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 No fly zones have been implemented without UN mandate too. In 1991 after the first Gulf 

War, U.S. and its coalition partners imposed two no fly zones over Iraq to prevent Saddam 

Hussain from attacking ethnic groups. In non-combat situations, No fly zones can be 

imposed permanently and temporarily over sensitive installations or for high profile events 

like Olympics. 

 

WHAT IS THE FEASIBILITY OF ‘NO FLY ZONE’ OVER UKRAINE? 

 The Foreign Policy magazine states that no-fly zone declarations are essentially a 

compromise in situations demanding a response to ongoing violence, but full military 

intervention is politically untenable. 

 NATO has previously imposed No-Fly Zones in non-member states like Libya and Bosnia. 

With Russia it fears a full-fledged war in Europe. It has been demanding that NATO scale 

back to the pre-1997 arrangements. Both Russia and Ukraine are not members of NATO. 

 Due to this, the idea of imposing a ‘no fly zone’ over Ukraine has been rejected outright. 

In addition, a ‘No fly zone’ needs to be implemented meaning NATO deploying aircraft 

and assets which would result in a direct confrontation with Russia as it may require NATO 

shooting down Russian fighters or taking down its air defence systems. While Russia has 

an overall superiority over Ukraine air space, it has not demonstrated that so far in its 

offensive in Ukraine. 

 Mr. Stoltenberg had earlier said, “...the only way to implement a no-fly zone is to send 

NATO planes, fighter planes into the Ukranian airspace, and then impose that no-fly zone 

by shooting down Russian planes”. The General Secretary added that NATO would 

continue to provide significant support to Ukraine and impose heavy sanctions but not 

involve NATO forces directly or indirectly in the Ukranian conflict, neither on ground or 

in space. 

 This was also reiterated by U.K. Prime Minister Boris Johnson last week during a visit to 

Poland when he said that “unfortunately the implication of that (no fly zone) is the U.K. 

would be engaged in shooting down Russian planes, would be engaged in direct combat 

with Russia — that’s not something we can do”. 

 In addition, a ‘No fly zone’ would achieve very little as majority of the Russian attacks on 

Ukraine are coming from ground attacks rather than air strikes. 

 Taking a similar line, the U.K. Chief of the Defence Staff, Admiral Sir Tony Radakin, said 

that “no fly zone would not help”. “Most of the shelling is coming from artillery, most of 

the destruction is coming from artillery, it’s not coming from Russian aircraft,” he told the 

BBC’s Sunday Morning programme. 

 

WHAT ARE THE BROAD CONTOURS IN A NO-FLY ZONE? 

 The UNSC had banned all flights in the Libyan airspace post adoption of Resolution 1973 

in 2011 in response to the Libyan Civil War. Member states were asked to deny permission 

to any Libyan registered aircraft to use the territory without requisite approval. Further, 

the member states could bar any entity from flying if they found reasonable grounds to 

believe the aircraft is ferrying lethal or non-lethal military equipment. 

 Member states were permitted to allow flights whose sole purpose was humanitarian, such 

as delivery of medical supplies and food, chauffer humanitarian workers and related 

assistance, or evacuating foreign nationals from the territory. 

 A U.S. Congressional Research Service Report, published in 2013, draws up important 

implications concerning authorisation, legality and legitimacy of a No-Fly Zone operation. 
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 The report prepared for members and committees of the Congress seeks consideration on 

how the nature, extent and conduct of the international authorisation (to the no-flying zone 

operation) is likely to shape the perceived legitimacy of the operation and support from 

the international community. 

 
WORKING WOMEN TOO, WITH A DREAM OF GOOD 

CHILDCARE 
More than 95% of India’s working women are informal workers, but they lack 
affordable services and maternity benefits 

 The theme for International Women’s Day 2022 (March 8) is ‘gender equality today for a 

sustainable tomorrow’. However, gender equality is still a far cry for India’s female 

informal workforce. According to a 2018 study by the International Labour Organization 

(ILO), more than 95% of India’s working women are informal workers who work in 

labour-intensive, low-paying, highly precarious jobs/conditions, and with no social 

protection. 

 A World Health Organization bulletin says that “women’s informal work is central to the 

feminisation of poverty”. However, we know little about how informal work affects 

maternal, neonatal, and child health, with the lack of childcare solutions being a serious 

concern. India is ahead of many advanced nations in instituting maternal health benefits, 

and its statutory maternity leave is among the global top three. The Maternity Benefit 

(Amendment) Act, 2017 more than doubled the duration of paid maternity leave for 

women employees to 26 weeks, proposing an option to work from home after this period, 

on mutual agreement with the employer, and made crèche facilities mandatory for 

establishments employing 50 or more women. 

 However, these benefits are mostly enjoyed by formal sector women workers, constituting 

less than 5% of the women workforce. Another ILO study, in 2016, pointed out that a lack 

of access to quality childcare services forces women workers to leave the labour force, 

ceasing their earning, and exposing themselves to discriminatory employment practices, 

and to significant economic and health risks. 

 India has paid less attention to address concerns around childcare support for informal 

women workers. Here are three ways to enable women to take up more productive paid 

work and improve their maternal and child health outcomes: extending the Integrated 

Child Development Services (ICDS) infrastructure; revitalising national crèche schemes, 

and improving maternity benefits. 

EXPANSION OF THE ICDS 

 The primary mandate of the Anganwadi centres under the ICDS is to provide maternal and 

child nutritional security, a clean and safe environment, and early childhood education, 

thus facilitating the ability of women to re-enter work post-childbirth. However, it has two 

major limitations. First, it does not cater to children under the age of three. Second, it 

functions only for a few hours a day, making it inconvenient to send and pick up children 

during work hours or avail take-home rations provided to pregnant women and households 

with younger children. Early intake of children in the Anganwadi centres can have dual 

benefits — allow mothers time for paid work and converge with the National Education 

Policy 2020 mandate that acknowledges quality Early Childhood Care and Education for 

children in the 0-6 age group. Extending the hours of Anganwadi centres can also address 
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time constraints for working women. However, these expansions would also require 

expanding the care worker infrastructure, especially the Anganwadi worker and helper, 

who are already overburdened and underpaid. 

 

REVITALISE THE CRÈCHE SCHEME 

 The National Creche Scheme lays out specific provisions for working women but has 

suffered diminished government funding. An inclusive approach is required to diversify 

worksite and working hours and overcome implementation gaps. Revitalising the 

provisions of the scheme and adding a network of public and workplace crèches can be 

hugely beneficial. Public crèches can be operated at worksite clusters such as near 

industrial areas, markets, dense low-income residential areas, and labour nakas. Crèches 

closer to the workplace allow for timely breastfeeding and attending to emergencies. This 

model has been tested successfully by Self-Employed Women’s Association (SEWA) 

Sangini in some Indian cities. Where work occurs at a single site, such as a garment factory 

or construction site, worksite crèches will help; as seen in the construction site crèches run 

by Aajeevika Bureau (Ahmedabad) and Mobile Creches (Delhi). The construction sector 

is a case in point where the Building and Other Construction Workers Welfare Board 

mandates the running of crèches. The funds collected under the construction cess can be 

earmarked for running crèches at construction sites. 

 

SOME BENEFITS 

 Childbirth and childcare are financially stressful and compel many women to return to 

work within a few weeks of childbirth. Women in informal employment did not have 

maternity benefits until the National Food Security Act (NFSA), 2013, entitled pregnant 

and lactating mothers to a cash transfer of at least ₹6,000. However, the scheme notified 

for this purpose, the Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana (PMMVY) limits the benefit 

to the first birth and has also reduced the amount to ₹5,000. 

 States such as Tamil Nadu (Dr. Muthulakshmi Maternity Benefit Scheme), Rajasthan 

(Indira Gandhi Maternity Nutrition Scheme), Odisha (Mamta Scheme), Gujarat (Kasturba 

Poshan Sahay Yojana), and Chhattisgarh (Kaushalya Maternity Scheme) try to bridge the 

coverage gap, incentivising health-seeking behaviours. Of these, Tamil Nadu has an 

expansive and ambitious scheme offering ₹18,000 in cash and kind for two live births. 

Right to Food ( demands that universal and unconditional maternity entitlements of at least 

six months of the minimum wages for pregnant women and lactating mothers be 

implemented. 

 The cash transfers under the PMMVY are insufficient, by both evaluations on the ground 

and the NFSA benchmark, as well as for nutrition needs and wage compensation. The 

compensation, which is lower than the minimum wages, is inadequate in postponing the 

mother’s return to work for the first six months. The amount also does not match an 

inflation-adjusted NFSA benchmark (nearly ₹9,400 in 2022). 

 The lack of affordable and quality childcare services and maternity benefits increase the 

burden on informal women workers, aggravating gender and class inequalities. Presently, 

it is up to individuals and families to find a resolution to this tension of a worker-mother, 

putting women, girls, and children at a gross disadvantage. It is imperative that we consider 

affordable and quality childcare infrastructure as an employment-linked benefit and as a 

public good. 
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SEALED COVER’ JURISPRUDENCE IS APPALLING 
As the MediaOne case shows, a judiciary that is a mute spectator to any 
executive action highlights democratic decay 

 A Division Bench of the Kerala High Court has dismissed the appeal filed by MediaOne, 

a television channel in Kerala, whose licence the Ministry of Information and Broadcasting 

has refused to renew. The Ministry had said that the licence could not be renewed for 

reasons related to national security. The stand of the Government was endorsed by both 

the Single and Division Benches of the High Court. In this context, the judgments set a 

dangerous precedent for free speech rights and procedural justice.  

 

SUSPENDED RIGHTS 

 A whole set of rights are directly hit by the ban. The first is the obvious one: the right to 

freedom of speech and expression of the television channel. The rights to association, 

occupation and business are also impacted. Moreover, the viewers also have a right to 

receive ideas and information. All these rights are altogether suspended by the executive. 

The only contingency in which these rights under Article 19(1) can be interfered with are 

reasonable restrictions under Article 19(2). 

 Among others like public order, incitement to an offence, it lists ‘security of the State’ as 

a ground. However, the trouble emanating from the MediaOne judgment is that the state 

need not even show that its security is threatened. It can conveniently choose the ‘sealed 

cover’ route. 

 The jurisprudence of ‘sealed cover’ is an appalling trend. The process of judicial review is 

significant since it holds the executive accountable. The executive must cogently answer 

its actions – especially when fundamental rights such as free speech are curtailed. India’s 

Constitution does not give a free hand to the executive to pass arbitrary orders violating 

such rights. The Supreme Court of India has repeatedly held that judicial review of 

executive action is the basic feature of the Constitution. The decisions in Minerva Mills vs 

Union of India (1980) and L. Chandra Kumar vs Union of India (1997) reiterated this 

fundamental principle. If the executive wishes to limit rights — in this case, censor or 

restrict speech — it must show that the test of reasonable restrictions is satisfied. This 

principle is the bedrock of judicial review. 

 The ‘sealed cover’ practice inverses this position. The moment the executive utters 

‘national security’, courts often permit them to inform the justification in a ‘sealed cover’. 

These ‘reasons’ are not disclosed to the party whose rights are clearly at stake. The court 

satisfies itself of the defence of the state and dismisses the petition. MediaOne, the channel 

that has been censored, is completely in the dark over the reasons for the ban. It was never 

heard nor its version ascertained. 

 

ENDORSED YET BLOCKED 

 The judgment creates a situation that endorses the breach of fundamental rights on the one 

hand, and blocks remedy for the victim through a court of law and a process known to law 

on the other hand. This is an emulation of the tenor in the judgment in ADM Jabalpur 

(1976). The majority said in this case that fundamental rights could be suspended during 

the Emergency, with no scope for assessment by the court. Unfortunately, the Kerala 

verdict revives the ghost of ADM Jabalpur. 
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 Consider what the judgments say. The Single Judge said: “From the files produced before 

the court, it is discernible that the committee of officers took note of the inputs given by 

the intelligence agencies....” which “are of serious nature”. These inputs remain unknown. 

In the judgment of March 2, the Division Bench said: “It is true that the nature, impact, 

gravity and depth of the issue is not discernible from the files.” Still, the Bench chose to 

dismiss the appeals by bluntly saying that “there are clear and significant indications 

impacting the public order and security of the state”. All that is necessary to ban a news 

broadcaster are these ‘indications’ — which are never revealed to the broadcaster! 

 No recent trend in judicial review has been as opposed to the principles of natural justice 

as that of the ‘sealed cover’. At the High Court, national security came to mean absolute 

impunity for the Centre. The central government virtually wanted the constitutional court 

to abstain from its primary function of review of the legality of executive action, and the 

court did exactly that. The judgment, which accepted this proposition, has the potential to 

mark the beginning of the end of a free press in a working democracy. 

 When an action is alleged to have curtailed fundamental rights, the court is bound to 

examine the legality of the action through the lens of proportionality. 

 In Modern Dental College vs State of Madhya Pradesh (2016), the top court adopted the 

proportionality test proposed by Aharon Barak, the former Chief Justice, Supreme Court 

of Israel, “a limitation of a constitutional right will be constitutionally permissible if: (i) it 

is designated for a proper purpose; (ii) the measures undertaken to effectuate such a 

limitation are rationally connected to the fulfillment of that purpose; (iii) the measures 

undertaken are necessary in that there are no alternative measures that may similarly 

achieve that same purpose with a lesser degree of limitation; and finally (iv) there needs 

to be a proper relation (‘proportionality stricto sensu’ or ‘balancing’) between the 

importance of achieving the proper purpose and the social importance of preventing the 

limitation on the constitutional right”. This was reiterated in K.S. Puttaswamy vs Union of 

India (2017). But this entire process of proportionality analysis is sidelined by the High 

Court. 

 

FOR THE TOP COURT TO RESOLVE 

 Yet, the MediaOne case might create a real problem area that needs resolution by the 

Supreme Court. The High Court relied on the Supreme Court judgment in Digi Cable 

Network vs Union of India (2019). In Digi Cable, the Court reiterated the principle in an 

earlier judgment called Ex-Armymen’s Protection Services Private Ltd. (2014). The High 

Court reiterated what the top court said in Digi Cable: “In a situation of national security, 

a party cannot insist for the strict observance of the principles of natural justice”. 

 There are two issues here. First, there was no examination of the national security plea 

based on the proportionality analysis, well established in our recent jurisprudence. Second, 

when a three-judge Bench in the Pegasus case (Manohar Lal Sharma vs Union of India, 

2021) has categorically held that the state does not get a “free pass every time the spectre 

of ‘national security’ is raised” and that “national security cannot be the bugbear that the 

judiciary shies away from, by virtue of its mere mentioning”. In view of this subsequent 

law laid down by a larger Bench, the High Court could not have mechanically resorted to 

the earlier approach in Digi Cable. Therefore, the principle, if any in both Digi Cable and 

Ex-Armymen, is arguably implicitly overruled in the Pegasus judgment. No court can read 

and apply a previous judgment as if it is a statute. But this is what the Kerala High Court 

did, while relying on Digi Cable. 
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A DETERIORATION 

 Today, we have a state that has succeeded in suppressing the voice of the dissenter, 

illegally and clandestinely. The current case will have an impact on any kind of dissent 

against an aggrandising regime, including political movements and academic criticism. A 

court that sits as a mute spectator to any executive action is a crude manifestation of 

democratic decay. 

 Justice Jackson of the U.S. Supreme Court famously said: “Those who begin coercive 

elimination of dissent soon find themselves exterminating dissenters. Compulsory 

unification of opinion achieves only the unanimity of the graveyard” (West Virginia State 

Board of Education vs Barnette et. al, 1943). Constitutional courts are expected to 

eradicate such possibilities instead of perpetuating them. 

 

IMPOTANT MCQ  

 
1.The first television broadcast service in the world was started by 

a. Doordarshan       b. UNESCO 

c. ANI                      d. BBC 

ANS-D 

 

2. Doordarshan was launched in India on 

a. 15 September 1949    b. 15 August 1949 

c. 15 August 1959           d. 15 September 1959 

 

ANS-D 

 

3. What is the motto of Doordarshan 

a. Bahujan Hidaya Bahujan Sukhaya  b. Sathyam Sivam Sundaram 

c. Mrudu Bhave Drida Kritye               d. Yato Dharmasto Jayah 

 

ANS-B 

 

4. Doordarshan is operated in India under 

a. Ministry of Information Technology          b. Ministry of News and Current Affairs 

c. Ministry of Information and Broadcasting       d. Ministry of Technology 

 

ANS-C 

 

5.Which statement is correct about pm-man dhan yojana  

1. PM-SYM is a Central Sector Scheme administered by the Ministry of Labour and 

Employment and implemented 

2. LIC will be the Pension Fund Manager and responsible for Pension pay out. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/proposal-to-hike-monthly-pensions
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3. This scheme seeks to benefit around 42 crore workers from the unorganized sector of 

the country. 

A.Only -1   B. 1&2          C.1&3     D.  1,2,3 

 

ANS-D 

6.Which statement is correct about pm-man dhan yojana 

1. The unorganised workers whose monthly income is Rs 15,000/ per month or less. 

2. The Subscriber should belong to the entry age group of 18-40 years. 

3. The subscriber will be required to have a mobile phone, savings bank account and 

Aadhaar number. 

A.Only -1   B. 1&2          C.1&3     D.  1,2,3 

ANS-D 

7.Which statement is correct about pm-man dhan yojana 

1. Minimum Assured Pension: Each subscriber shall receive minimum assured pension of 

Rs 3000/- per month after attaining the age of 60 years. 

2. PM-SYM functions on a 50:50 basis where prescribed age-specific contribution shall 

be made by the beneficiary and the matching contribution by the Central Government. 

A.Only -1   B. 1&2          C. Only -2    D.  NONE OF THEASE  

 

ANS-B 

8.Consider the following statements about Internationalcourt of Justice (ICJ) 

1. Settles disputes between member states only 

2. It gives binding decision on legal issues 

Choose the correct answer given below 

 

a) Only 1     b) Only 2      c) Both 1 and 2       d) None of these 

 

Explanation-A 

The International Court of Justice (ICJ) sometimes called theWorld Court, is the principal 

judicial organ of the UnitedNations(U.N.). It settles legal disputes submitted by states 

andgives advisory opinions on legal issues referred by authorizedUNorgan and specialized 

agencies. Through its opinions andrulings, the ICJ also serves as a source of international 

law. 

The ICJ is the successor of the Permanent Court ofInternational Justice (PCIJ), which was 

established by theLeague of Nations in 1920 and began its first session in 1922.After the 

Second World War, both the League and the PCIJ weredissolved and replaced by the 

United Nations and ICJ,respectively. The Statute of the ICJ draws heavily from that of 

itspredecessor, and the latter's cases remain valid opinio juris. Allmembers of the U.N. are 

party to the ICJ Statute. 
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9.Rooppur project Sometime seen is news, is related to 

a) Energy project for Bangladesh By India and Russia 

b) Energy project for Nepal by India and China 

c) Communication Project for Bangladesh by India and Russia 

d)Support for introducing technology for sustainabledevelopment for Myanmar 

 

ANS-A 


