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U.S. DEPUTY NSA WARNS INDIA OF ‘CONSEQUENCES’ 
Daleep Singh cautions against trade deals with Russia 

 There will be “consequences” for any country, including India, that conducts local currency 
transactions through Russia’s central bank or constructs a payment mechanism that subverts 
or circumvents the United States’ sanctions against Russia, American Deputy National Security 
Adviser for International Economics Daleep Singh said in New Delhi on Thursday, hours before 
Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov landed. 

 Mr. Lavrov is due to meet Prime Minister Narendra Modi and External Affairs Minister S. 
Jaishankar on Friday, and is expected to brief them on the war in Ukraine, peace talks, keeping 
defence supplies running and alternative payment mechanisms in the face of Western 
sanctions. 

 In a first for the U.S. administration, Mr. Singh also publicly stated that India must not expect 
that Russia, as a “junior partner” of China, would assist India if there were more incursions 
along the Line of Actual Control. 
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 “I come here in a spirit of friendship to explain the mechanisms of our sanctions, the importance 
of joining us, to express a shared resolve and to advance shared interests. And yes, there are 
consequences to countries that actively attempt to circumvent or backfill the sanctions,” Mr. 
Singh told journalists between his official meetings. 
 

‘DON’T PROP UP ROUBLE’ 
 “We are very keen for all countries, especially our allies and partners, not to create mechanisms 

that prop up the [Russian] rouble, and those that attempt to undermine the dollar- based 
financial system,” he stated in reply to a question from The Hindu. 
 

BANK OFFICIALS’ MEETING 
 This week, officials of the Bank of Russia, the country’s central bank, met Reserve Bank of 

India officials to discuss alternative payment mechanisms and routing through banks that are 
immune to international sanctions. Mr. Jaishankar told Parliament that a special inter-
ministerial group led by the Finance Ministry had been tasked with resolving the payment 
issues for import and export with Russia caused by the sanctions. 

 Asked how India’s ties with Russia could affect its partnership with the U.S. in the Quad, Mr. 
Singh said there was a “shared recognition in the Quad that China is a strategic threat to a free 
open and secure Indo-Pacific”. 

DAM SAFETY ACT CAN END DISPUTES, SAYS SC‘ 

2021 law provides for almost everything, other than how to settle political 
scores’ 

 The Supreme Court on Thursday found in the Dam Safety Act of 2021 a panacea to end the 
“perennial” legal battle between Tamil Nadu and Kerala over the Mullaperiyar dam.  

 A Bench led by Justice A.M. Khanwilkar said that the new law provided for almost everything, 
other than how to “settle political scores”, to resolve inter-State disputes over dams. 

 The Act comprehensively postulates for surveillance, operation and maintenance of dams to 
prevent disasters. 

 Moreover, the Central statute, which came into force last December, mandates the setting up 
of two specialised bodies, National Committee on Dam Safety and National Dam Safety 
Authority (NDSA) to evolve policies, recommend safety norms and resolve disputes between 
the States. 

 Kerala and Tamil Nadu have been trading charges over the safety, operation and maintenance 
of the Mullaperiyar dam. 

 A few days ago, the Supreme Court was in search of an answer to the “perennial problem” 
between the two neighbours. It had mooted the idea of extending the powers of its own 
supervisory committee to take over charge of the safety and maintenance of the dam. 

 However, on Thursday, Additional Solicitor-General Aishwarya Bhati, who is appearing for both 
the supervisory committee and the Central Water Commission, showed the court an alternative 
in the 2021 law and the NDSA. 

 “So, the Mullaperiyar dispute may be the first one to be handled under this Act?” Justice 
Khanwilkar asked Ms. Bhati. The Bench even wondered whether the supervisory committee 
should now continue as the 2021 Act has made it redundant. 

 However, Kerala said the Centre was yet to appoint specialists to the NDSA. 
 “When will this authority [NDSA] become functional?” Justice Khanwilkar asked Ms. Bhati. The 

court asked Ms. Bhati to give a detailed note by Tuesday on the Act and the responsibilities of 
the NDSA. 
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DIP IN CHILIKA LAKE’S DOLPHIN POPULATION 
However, the overall number of dolphins in Odisha increases from 544 to 
726 in a year 

 The dolphin population along Odisha’s coast and in its waterbodies has increased but the 
number of Irrawaddy dolphins in Chilika lake has fallen. 

 Months after undertaking a census in different waterbodies and off the coast of Odisha, the 
Principal Chief Conservator Forest (Wildlife) has provided data, recorded across the State’s 
Wildlife Divisions, on the number of dolphins, which have overall gone up from 544 in 2021 to 
726 in 2022. 
 

HIGH SIGHTING 
 The increase in the State’s dolphin population is largely due to high sighting in the Mangrove 

Wildlife Division of the Rajnagar jurisdiction, where 540 dolphins were enumerated in 2022 
compared with 342 in 2021. In Rajnagar, the number of bottlenose dolphins rose from 22 to 
135 and humpback dolphins from 281 to 332 in one year. 

 A total of six species of dolphins — Irrawaddy, bottlenose, humpback, striped, finless and 
spinner dolphins — have been recorded. 

 The lake, which is a major tourist attraction known for its Irrawaddy dolphins, saw the numbers 
of its flagship aquatic animal drop sharply from 162 in 2021 to 151 this year. There has also 
been a fall in the number of bottlenose dolphins at Chilika, from 26 in 2021 to 16 in 2022. 

 In the remaining four Wildlife Divisions — Puri, Berhampur, Bhadrak and Balasore — dolphin 
sighting was negligible. The State has a total of 208 Irrawaddy dolphins. 

 The census for dolphins and other cetacean species included almost the entire coast of Odisha, 
where estimation was been carried out within a width of one kilometre from the sea beach using 
the line transect census method at a distance of 500 metres from the beach. Subsequently, 
recording of dolphins sighted on either side of the line transect was completed. In all, 48 census 
units were established all along the coastline. 

SC GOES ‘FASTER’ ON DELIVERY OF ORDERS 
CJI launches new digital platform 

 Days of endless waiting to get a hard copy of a Supreme Court order is over. Now, all it takes 
for the court to do is a soft tap of the ‘send’ button and, maybe, a couple of blinks of the eye 
after, with ‘FASTER’, an abbreviation of ‘Fast and Secured Transmission of Electronic 
Records’, a digital platform formally launched by Chief Justice of India (CJI) N.V. Ramana on 
Thursday. 

 The platform would be used by the court officials to instantly to send e-copies of the orders 
through a secured electronic communication channel to intended parties. The CJI said 
FASTER would aid the cause of quick and effortless justice. 

 The idea stemmed from a case reported in The Hindu in July last about several prisoners in 
the Agra Jail forced to remain behind bars for three days after the court granted them bail 
because the hard copies of the order had not reached the prison officials. 

 Shocked by the brazen violation of the fundamental rights of personal liberty, life and dignity of 
the prisoners, the Chief Justice had suo motu taken cognisance of the issue of delay in delivery 
of court orders and asked whether the court was “still looking at the skies for pigeons to deliver 
our orders in this era of modern technology?” 

CHINA, PAKISTAN, AFGHANISTAN AGREE TO BOOST 
THREE-WAY TIES 
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Wang Yi calls for extending CPEC to Afghanistan 

 China on Thursday said it would deepen three-way cooperation with Afghanistan and Pakistan 
as the Foreign Ministers of the three countries met in eastern China. 

 “Under the current circumstances, China, Afghanistan and Pakistan should restart the trilateral 
cooperation mechanism and advance cooperation in the three areas of politics, development 
and security based on the principles of mutual respect, equal-footed consultation and mutual 
benefit,” Foreign Minister Wang Yi said following talks with Pakistani Foreign Minister Shah 
Mahmood Qureshi and Acting Foreign Minister of Taliban government Amir Khan Muttaqi. 

 China on Wednesday and Thursday hosted the third summit of Foreign Ministers from 
Afghanistan’s neighbouring countries, including China, Russia, Pakistan, Iran, Tajikistan, 
Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan, part of a new dialogue mechanism championed by Beijing and 
Islamabad. 

 India has not been invited to the three meetings. 
 In a letter to the summit, hosted in eastern Anhui province, China’s President Xi Jinping pledged 

to back Afghanistan’s development, saying China was “committed to supporting its pursuit of 
peace, stability and development” with the country coming “to a critical point of transition from 
chaos to order.” 

 The Ministers of China, Afghanistan and Pakistan met separately on the sidelines of the 
conference, and underlined their close ties. Shortly before the Taliban’s return to power in 
August last year, China and Pakistan decided to align their Afghanistan strategies and follow 
a joint approach. Both countries have since sought closer relations with the Taliban 
government. 

 Mr. Wang said the three sides should “jointly advance Belt and Road cooperation and extend 
the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor to Afghanistan, and help Afghanistan participate in 
regional connectivity.” 

 The Foreign Ministers of the seven neighbouring countries, in a joint statement, issued a thinly-
veiled criticism of the United States, saying they “urged countries mainly responsible for the 
current predicament in Afghanistan to earnestly fulfil commitments on the economic recovery 
and future development of Afghanistan.” They also expressed “deep concern” over the 
worsening humanitarian crisis in Afghanistan. 

 Agreeing to hold their fourth summit next year in Tashkent, they also launched a new 
mechanism for regular consultations among their special representatives for Afghanistan and 
the setting up of working groups for political and diplomatic issues, economic and humanitarian 
matters, and security. 

CORE SECTOR OUTPUT RISES 5.8% 
Economists cite low base effect; output shrank 5.3% from January’s level 

 India’s core sector output grew at the fastest pace in four months at 5.8% in February, with six 
of eight sectors registering growth. Crude oil and fertiliser production fell 2.2% and 1.4% year-
on-year, respectively. 

 Economists attributed February’s numbers largely to the base effect, as output had contracted 
3.3% in February 2021. In fact, the overall index of eight core industries released on Thursday 
revealed a 5.3% contraction from the level in January, with all sectors shrinking month-on-
month. Output grew 4% in January. 

 Cement, for instance, grew 5% compared with February 2021, but output was 4.4% lower than 
in January 2022. Similarly, refinery products’ output was up 8.8%, but 7.3% lower than the 
preceding month. 
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 Steel production grew for the second month in a row after contracting in December, rising 5.7% 
in February. Electricity generation grew 4%, while natural gas and coal output grew 12.5% and 
6.6%, respectively. 

 The continued contraction in crude oil and fertilisers, and sharp moderation in cement output 
growth cast a sobering note, said ICRA chief economist Aditi Nayar, who estimated the index 
of industrial production (IIP) to have risen less than 2.5% in February. The core sectors account 
for about 40% of IIP. 

 ‘ 

LONG WAY TO GO’ 
 Economists at India Ratings and Research Sunil K. Sinha and Paras Jasrai observed that 

production of crude oil, refinery products and fertilisers were still below their pre-pandemic 
levels. 

 “Production of other core segments are also just above the pre-COVID level... there is still a 
long way to go so far as revival of core sectors’ output is concerned and the disruption to global 
supply chains may further impinge on the availability of key raw materials like natural gas and 
coal in the domestic market,” they said. 

POLICIES OF OIL MARKETING FIRMS CURBING 
ETHANOL OUTPUT: ISMA‘ 

Without changes, we may miss 20% ethanol blending goal’ 
 The country has enough raw material to produce 1,016 crore litres of ethanol by 2025 for 

blending with petrol, but policies of oil marketing firms and other factors are curbing the output 
of the fuel additive, according to industry body ISMA, which made a presentation to Members 
of Parliament. 

 Indian Sugar Mills Association Director General Abinash Verma on Thursday said about 1,016 
crore litres of ethanol were required to achieve the 2025 target of 20% blending, for which the 
raw material was available, but that there was a need to raise production capacity with mills as 
well as necessary infrastructure and storage with oil marketing companies (OMCs). 

 He said banks were not willing to sanction loans without the in-principle approval of the Food 
Ministry and long-term purchase pacts between OMCs and project proponents. He said: 
“OMCs are not signing the long-term... agreements with existing ethanol producers and new 
ethanol plants which are not interested in concessional loans.” 

 ISMA said approvals for bank loans should be given within 7 days from the date of application. 
Else, “the pace of capacity creation will see a major fall, and achieving 20% ethanol production 
by 2025 will become extremely difficult,” it said. 

THIS IS A CRIMINAL ATTACK ON PRIVACY 
The Criminal Procedure (Identification) Bill 2022 erodes the privacy of those 
convicted of crime and the ordinary citizen 

 

 Springing a surprise, the Union Minister of State for Home Affairs, Ajay Mishra Teni, on Monday 
introduced the Criminal Procedure (Identification) Bill 2022. The Bill was neither put up for pre-
legislative consultation nor indicated in the session’s legislative agenda in Parliament. 
Seemingly technical, it is a legislative proposal that undermines the privacy of not only persons 
convicted of crime but also every ordinary Indian citizen as it proposes replacing a law that is 
over a 100 years old. 
 

WHAT NEEDS SCRUTINY 
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 Let us first understand why it is being introduced, and what it intends to achieve. The Bill aims 
to replace the Identification of Prisoners Act 1920 that has been in need of amendment for 
several decades. Back in the 1980s, the Law Commission of India (in its 87th Report) and the 
Supreme Court of India in a judgment titled State of U.P. vs Ram Babu Misra had nearly 
simultaneously suggested the need to amend the statute. The criticism and the need for 
amendment was predominantly in respect of the limited definition of ‘measurements’ as under 
that Act. It seems that this is one of the primary issues that the proposed legislation is designed 
to resolve. 

 In this regard, it might be unexceptional, being an expression of long-held views within the legal 
establishment. However, the devil is in the details, with three expansions in the power of state 
surveillance (in the name of criminal reforms) that merit further scrutiny. 

 First, the definition of measurements is not restricted to taking measurements, but also their 
“analysis”, when the definition now states “iris and retina scan, physical, biological samples 
and their analysis, behavio[u]ral attributes including signatures….” This definition is nebulous 
and vague. It goes beyond the scope of a law which is only designed for taking measurements 
and could result in indirectly conferring legislative backing for techniques which may involve 
the collection of data from other sources. For instance, using facial recognition technology 
where measurements of persons as under this law are compared with samples taken from the 
general public. 

 At present there are extensive facial recognition technology programmes for “smart policing” 
that are deployed all across the country. For instance, the Delhi police use facial recognition 
technology originally acquired for identification of missing children in 2018 to also screen for 
“habitual offenders”. Similarly, the Tamil Nadu police deploy facial recognition systems which 
are integrated with State- and national-level databases including CCTV footage. Such 
experimental technologies cause mass surveillance and are prone to bias, impacting the 
fundamental rights of the most vulnerable in India. 

 
DATA CAPTURE AND ‘CHOICE’ 

 The second area of the expansion of surveillance concerns from whom such “measurements” 
can be gathered. The existing law permits data capture by police and prison officers either from 
persons convicted or persons arrested for commission of offences punishable with a minimum 
of one year’s imprisonment. Parallel powers are granted to judges, who can order any person 
to give measurements where it is in aid of investigation. While the judicial power is left 
undisturbed, it is the powers of the police and prison officials that are being widened. The law 
removes the existing — albeit minimal — limitation on persons whose measurements could be 
taken. It is poised to be expanded to all persons who are placed under arrest in a case. This is 
a truly breathtaking spectrum, including petty crime such as violating a prohibitory order for not 
wearing a mask, jaywalking or a traffic violation. 

 Here, the proposed Bill also contains muddied language stating that a person, “may not be 
obliged to allow taking of his biological samples”. This, on its surface, offers a choice to a 
person to refuse. However the words “may not be obliged” may also be read to offer discretion 
onto a police officer to confer such a choice. In any instance the exercise of such “choice” is 
presumed in law, it may not be truly voluntary, given the absence of wider accountability 
reforms in which existing policing practices are coercive. 

 Even if these objections are disregarded, the “choice”, if any, is limited only to, “biological 
samples” from the wider data points captured within what constitutes, “measurements”. For 
instance, “iris and retina scan” is mentioned separately to, “biological samples”, and hence a 
person arrested under any crime or preventive detention law if desired by the police will be 
required to scan their eyes. 
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STORAGE OF DATA 
 The third area of concern is the database of the “measurements” which are gathered. The 

National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) shall for a period of 75 years from the date of 
collection maintain a digital record, “in the interest of prevention, detection, investigation and 
prosecution of any offense”. As pointed out by Prof. Aparna Chandra (an associate professor 
of law) on Twitter, “How will these records be used for preventing crime except through 
surveillance?” This becomes clear when the provision permits the NCRB to, “share and 
disseminate such records with any law enforcement agency, in such manner as may be 
prescribed”. 

 It is important to consider that the NCRB already operates a centralised database, namely the 
Crime and Criminal Tracking Network & Systems (CCTNS), without any clear legislative 
framework. The interaction between the proposed law and CCTNS is not clearly defined though 
likely, given the powers conferred under for digital records go to the same government 
department. 

 The existence of such legislative power with a technical framework may permit multiple mirror 
copies and parallel databases of the “measurements” being stored with law enforcement, 
beyond a State Police department which will be prosecuting the crime and the NCRB which 
will store all records centrally. For instance, in response to a Standing Committee of Parliament 
on police modernisation, Rajasthan has stated that it maintains a ‘RajCop Application’ that 
integrates with “analytics capabilities in real-time with multiple data sources (inter-department 
and intra-department)”. Similarly, Punjab has said that the “PAIS (Punjab Artificial Intelligence 
System) App uses machine learning, deep learning, visual search, and face recognition for the 
identification of criminals to assist police personnel. This app helps in storing and carrying 
information about criminals”. Hence, multiple copies of “measurements” will be used by State 
government policing departments for various purposes and with experimental technologies. 
This also takes away the illusionary benefit of deletion which occurs on acquittal and will suffer 
from weak enforcement due to the absence of a data protection law. 

 In sum, once a person enters their “measurements” within the system, they stay there for life 
given the average life expectancy in India which hovers around 70 years is less than the 
retention period. The end result is a sprawling database in which innocent persons are treated 
as persons of interest for most of their natural lives. 

 While the impact on persons with privilege may be minimal, the masses — many of whom lack 
social and economic power in Indian society — may face harsher law enforcement. This 
becomes clear from the primary research-based article, “Settled Habits, New Tricks”, by Ameya 
Bokil, Nikita Sonavane and Srujana Bej from the Criminal Justice and Police Accountability 
Project (the other writers include Avaneendra Khare and Vaishali Janarthanan). They pointed 
to the caste bias against the Pardhi Adivasi community which was at one time designated as 
a criminal tribe. In this context they state, “In reality since these databases are fed by the 
police’s centuries-long caste-based system of preventive surveillance and predictive policing 
(which has already determined who is a criminal and what crimes habitual criminals commit 
repeatedly), there is no possibility of objectivity or lack of caste bias. The CCTNS only adds a 
technological veneer to a caste-based policing model....” It is foreseeable that if the proposed 
ambit of “measurements” is expanded and then put in a database, it will likely also target the 
Pardhis. 
 

ONUS IS ON GOVERNMENT 
 Injuries to privacy are not mere academic debates and cause real, physical and mental 

consequences for people. To protect individual autonomy and fulfil our constitutional promises, 
the Supreme Court of India pronounced the Justice K.S. Puttaswamy judgment, reaffirming its 
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status as a fundamental right. The responsibility to protect it falls to each organ of the 
government, including the legislature and the union executive. For India to fulfil its claims of 
being a constitutional democracy, rather than a mere electoral democracy, it will have to be 
better rather than regressing even from the Identification of Prisoners Act passed by a colonial 
regime. 

 Apar Gupta is a lawyer and the Executive Director of the Internet Freedom Foundation. Abhinav 
Sekhri is an advocate practising in Delhi 

AN OPPORTUNITY TO REPOLISH INDIA-NEPAL TIES 
Prime Minister Sher Bahadur Deuba’s India visit should be used as a 
chance to recast power and trade links 

 The visit of Nepal’s Prime Minister Sher Bahadur Deuba to India, beginning April 1 four years 
after a Nepali leader visited New Delhi — is significant. It is the first bilateral visit abroad for Mr. 
Deuba who leads an election government; local elections are to take place on May 13 and 
federal elections are slated later in the year. In April 2018, Nepal Prime Minister K.P. Sharma 
Oli had a lacklustre-feel good visit to India, with little achievement worth talking about. 

 Mr. Deuba assumed office in July 2021, his fifth time as Prime Minister, leading a fragile 
coalition that has not been able to make Parliament function. The Nepal Parliament has been 
dysfunctional since July 2020 after cracks within the former Communist alliance developed in 
December 2019. The novel coronavirus pandemic has been a face-saving event for political 
forces. 

 Nepal’s relations with India, that plummeted to a historic low after the Indian blockade in 
September 2015, have yet to recover as Nepalis do not see relations with India improving any 
time soon. India’s refusal to accept demonetised bills with the Nepal Rastra Bank worth just 
INR₹7 crore and the unknown fate of the report submitted by the Eminent Persons Group 
(EPG) have not helped in securing it a better image in Nepal. The fact that passengers boarding 
flights from Nepal to India are still subjected to a pre-boarding security check even over 20 
years after the hijack of an Indian Airlines aircraft, determines the perception of trust of India in 
Nepal. This is despite thousands of Nepalis serving in the Indian Army and Nepali villages 
expressing grief whenever violence escalates in India as many lose their lives defending a 
country that is not their own. 
 

COMPLICATED GEOPOLITICS 
 Geopolitics is a complicated challenge for Nepal, whose geography requires it to make best 

use of its position between China and India. The last couple of months are an example of how 
complicated it can get. When the Nepalese Parliament ratified a U.S.$500 million grant 
assistance-Millennium Challenge Corporation (MCC) pact, there were street protests and big-
time social media campaigns supported by China. However, India’s silence and the offer of 
other routes for power transmission as an alternative to the MCC confused everyone: was India 
for or against the MCC grant to Nepal? With relations between India and the United States 
further complicated by the China factor and India abstaining on the Russia vote in the United 
Nations even as Nepal voted in favour of it, the problems have continued to mount. 

 The recent visit by the Chinese Foreign Minister, Wang Yi, to Nepal has resulted in a situation 
that everyone in Nepal is trying to decipher. Analysts also suggest that Mr. Wang did assure 
his Indian counterpart that Nepal should work out its internal equations with India and that 
China would stay out. But in reality, the Chinese engagement has been very deep as seen in 
the anti-MCC campaign. U.S. grant and investment activities are seeing a revival post the MCC 
ratification and India does not want to see other powers active in Nepal. 
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 With Mr. Deuba leading a fragile coalition, there are not many issues he may want to 
accomplish, but he should be able to push some of the key pending ones. 
 
 

THE MAIN PRIORITIES 
 First, the power trade agreement needs to be such that India can build trust in Nepal. Despite 

more renewable energy projects (solar) coming up in India, hydropower is the only source that 
can manage peak demand in India. For India, buying power from Nepal would mean managing 
peak demand and also saving the billions of dollars of investments which would have to be 
invested in building new power plants, many of which would cause pollution. 

 Second, while trade and transit arrangements go through the usual extensions, it is time to 
undertake a complete rethink as the sales of goods and payments moves through electronic 
platforms — this can provide many new opportunities for businesses on both sides of the 
border. 

 Third, the Bilateral Investment Promotion and Protection Agreement (BIPPA) signed between 
India and Nepal needs more attention from the Nepali side. A commitment from Mr. Deuba on 
implementing this would attract more foreign investments from Indian investors. The private 
sector in Nepal, especially the cartels in the garb of trade associations, are fighting tooth and 
nail against foreign investments. So, it will be important for Mr. Deuba to deliver a message 
that Nepal welcomes Indian investments and that he is willing to fight the domestic cartels 
knowing well that it may dent a bit of funding for his party for elections. 
 

A NEW NEPAL NOW 
 Finally, it is for Mr. Deuba to provide the confidence that Nepal is keen to work with India while 

at the same time making it clear that it cannot take on India’s pressure to ignore China or the 
U.S. In the context of Nepalis currently living in 180 countries, India must note that it is a new 
Nepal it has to deal with from now. 

 Perhaps there is hope that the situation can improve — in the appointment of Dr. Shankar 
Sharma, a seasoned economist, who was also Nepal’s Ambassador to the U.S., as Nepal’s 
Ambassador to India. He was responsible for recalibrating Nepal’s relations with the U.S. 
Perhaps we can hope that India will engage with him more deeply without the usual 
condescending attitude. Perhaps, an open moment has arrived. 

 

IMPORTANT MCQ  

 

Q1.The core sector includes: 

I. Coal       II. Power    III. Petroleum    IV. Soaps and Detergent 

A. I and II 

B. I, II and III 

C. I 

D. II and III 

Answer» B. I, II and III 

 

2.It is one of the habitats of Irrawaddy Dolphins situated at the mouth 
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of the Daya River. The Nalaban Bird Sanctuary is situated within the 

lake. It refers to the lake: 

a) Ashtamudi 

b) Chilika 

c) Kolleru 

d) Pulicat 

 

Correct Answer is:B.Chilika lake is a brackish water lagoon, spread over the 

Puri, Khurda, 

and Ganjam districts of Odisha on the east coast of India. At the 

mouth of the Daya River, flowing into the Bay of Bengal, it covers an 

area of 1,100 sq. km.It is the largest coastallagoon in India and the second 

largest 

 

3.which state ment correct about dam safty bill 2019 

1. the National Committee on Dam Safety, whose functions include 

evolving policies and recommending regulations regarding dam safety 

standards; and 

2. the National Dam Safety Authority, whose functions include 

implementing policies of the National Committee, providing technical 

assistance to State Dam Safety Organisations (SDSOs), and resolving 

matters between SDSOs of states or between a SDSO and any dam 

owner in that state. 

 

A.Only-1    B.only-2      C.only 1&2        D.none of these  

 

ANS-C 


