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UKRAINE CRISIS DELAYS AK-203 RETRIALS 

while the production activities are on, manufacturing of rifles will start after the tests 

 Due to the ongoing crisis in Ukraine, implementation 

of the deal for 6.1 lakh AK-203 assault rifles signed 

with Russia last July has been delayed by at least a 

few months, according to defence sources.  

 As part of pre-production activities, retrials were 

scheduled to be done with ammunition from the 

original equipment manufacturer (OEM) in Russia in 

the first half of February, two defence sources 

independently said. But due to the current situation, 

they have been delayed by at least three or four months, one of the sources said. 
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 While the production activities are on, manufacturing of rifles will start after the trials, it 

has been learnt. 

 As reported by The Hindu earlier, with repeated delays in the deals for procurement of 

AK-203 assault rifles, India signed a deal last August for 70,000 AK-103 assault tickets 

to be procured off the shelf. The delivery of these rifles has been completed, officials 

said. 

 In another small arms deal, the repeat order for 72,400 SIG-716 assault rifles from Sig 

Sauer is delayed, and more than two officials, on condition of anonymity, said it is likely 

to be dropped. 

 In December, Alexander Mikheev, Director-General of Rosoboronexport, said 

manufacturing of the AK-203 rifles at the plant in Uttar Pradesh was likely to begin within 

a few months and reach full-scale production within two or three years. 

 Over 6.1 lakh AK-203 assault rifles that cost over ₹5,000 crore will be manufactured by 

a joint venture, Indo-Russian Rifles Private Ltd. (IRRPL), at Korwa, Amethi in Uttar 

Pradesh. The IRRPL was set up jointly with the erstwhile OFB [now Advanced Weapons 

and Equipment India Ltd. (AWEIL) and Munitions India Ltd. (MIL)] of India and 

Rosoboronexport and Kalashnikov of Russia. 

INCREASE IN LOCALISATION 

 As part of this, the first 70,000 AK-203 rifles will be produced in India with a phased 

increase in the extent of localisation from 5% to 70%. The rest of the rifles will be 

produced with 100% localisation. A modern production line has been established and a 

small arms range set up where both factory and acceptance tests of assault rifles will be 

carried out. 

 Under a ₹700-crore deal in February 2019 with Sig Sauer of the U.S., the Defence 

Ministry procured 72,400 SIG-716 assault rifles through fast-track procurement, most of 

which were for the Army and have been provided to frontline troops involved in counter-

insurgency operations. 

 The deal is in the Request For Proposal stage and went for approval from the competent 

financial authority in February, one of the sources cited above said. 

 However, there is a push for foreclosure of the case, given the emphasis for boosting 

domestic industry, the source added. 

 

GOVT.DRUGSTORES.TOSELL.NUTRACEUTICALSCU

RRENTLYTHERE ARE 8,675 PMBJP KENDRAS 

OPERATIONAL ACROSS THE COUNTRY 

 Aimed at providing accessible, standardised and affordable generic medicines, the 

Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Janaushadhi Pariyojana (PMBJP) Kendras, which currently 

offer a product basket of 1,451 drugs and 240 surgical instruments, have added 
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nutraceuticals products, including protein powder and bar, malt-based food supplements 

and immunity bar for its customers. 

 Currently, 8,675 PMBJP Kendras function in districts across the country with three IT-

enabled warehouses in Gurugram, Chennai and Guwahati and another one ready to start 

operations in Surat. 

 The government has set a target to increase their number to 10,500 by the end of March 

2025, along with six warehouses. 

 Further, 39 distributors have been appointed across the country to support the supply of 

medicines to remote and rural areas, said an official at the Union Chemicals and 

Fertilizers Ministry. 

CHEAPER RATES 

 Point-of-sale application for value-added services has been implemented by the 

Pharmaceuticals and Medical Devices Bureau of India (PMBI) to monitor end-to-end 

supply chain management system. All warehouses have SAP-based inventory 

management system and the demand forecasting is done through the said system so as 

to place orders as per the desired inventory levels,” he added. 

 Under the PMBJP being implemented by the Department of Pharmaceuticals, a medicine 

is priced on the principle of maximum of 50% of the average price of the top three brands 

of the said medicine. Thus, the prices of Jan Aushadhi medicines are cheaper at least by 

50% and in some cases, by 80% to 90% of the market price of the branded medicines. 

 In India, the National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority under the Department of 

Pharmaceuticals regulates the prices of all drugs, whether branded or generic. While it 

fixes the ceiling price of scheduled medicines specified in the first schedule of the Drugs 

(Prices Control) Order, 2013, in case of non-scheduled medicines, the manufactures are 

free to fix the maximum retail price (MRP) of the drug. 

PRADHAN MANTRI BHARATIYA JANAUSHADHI 

PARIYOJANA 

 Pradhan Mantri Bharatiya Janaushadhi Pariyojana (PMBJP) is a campaign launched by 

the Department of Pharmaceuticals, Government of India, to provide quality medicines 

at affordable prices to the masses through special kendras known as Pradhan Mantri 

Bharatiya Janaushadhi Pariyojana Kendra. Pradhan Mantri Bharatiya Janaushadhi 

Pariyojana Kendra (PMBJPK) have been set up to provide generic drugs, which are 

available at lesser prices but are equivalent in quality and efficacy as expensive branded 

drugs. BPPI (Bureau of Pharma Public Sector Undertakings of India) has been 

established under the Department of Pharmaceuticals, Govt. of India, with the support of 

all the CPSUs for co-ordinating procurement, supply and marketing of generic drugs 

through Pradhan Mantri Bharatiya Janaushadhi Pariyojana Kendra.  

 It has been launched by the UPA government in 2008 and later on relaunched by the 

Honourable Prime Minister of India, Shri Narendra Modi, in the year 2015 . The campaign 

was undertaken through sale of generic medicines through exclusive outlets namely "Jan 
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Aushadhi Medical Store" in various districts of the country. In September 2015, the 'Jan 

Aushadhi Scheme' was revamped as 'Pradhan Mantri Jan Aushadhi Yojana' (PMJAY). 

In November 2016, to give further impetus to the scheme, it was again renamed as 

"Pradhan Mantri Bharatiya Janaushadhi Pariyojana" (PMBJP). 

BENEFITS 

 The Jan Aushadhi initiative will make available quality drugs at affordable prices through 

dedicated stores selling generic medicines which are available at lesser prices but are 

equivalent in quality and efficacy as expensive branded drugs, but maximum time mostly 

drugs not available in stores due to poor procurement process and after 2015 only 40-

50% drugs available in central Wearhouse. Some comparative prices are: Prices as of 

Sep 2013 

ABOUT JAN AUSHADHI STORE (JAS) 

1.JAS have been opened across the country. 

2.The normal working hours of JAS are 8 AM to 8 PM. 

3.All therapeutic medicines are made available from Jan Aushadhi Stores. 

4.In addition to medicines and surgical items supplied by BPPI, Jan Aushadhi stores also 

sell allied medical products commonly sold in chemist shops so as to improve the viability 

of running the Jan Aushadhi store. 

5.OTC (Over-the-counter) products can be purchased by any individual without a 

prescription. A prescription from a registered medical practitioner is necessary for 

purchase of schedule drugs. 

6.BPPI (Bureau of Pharma Public Sector Undertakings of India) has been established 

under the Department of Pharmaceuticals, Govt. of India, with the support of all the 

CPSUs for co-coordinating procurement, supply and marketing of generic drugs through 

the Jan Aushadhi Stores. 

7.The quality, safety and efficacy of medicines are ensured by getting each batch of 

medicines procured from CPSUs as well as private suppliers tested from NABL approved 

laboratories and conforming to the required standards before the same are supplied to 

Super stockists / Jan Aushadhi Stores from the Warehouse of BPPI (but some time they 

not tested medicine and send to store when drug inspector take sample to test they find 

drugs not up to quality). 

Jan Aushadhi Store (JAS) can be opened by State Governments or any organisation / 

reputed NGOs / Trusts / Private hospitals / Charitable institutions / Doctors / Unemployed 

pharmacist / individual entrepreneurs are eligible to apply for new Jan Aushadhi stores. 

The applicants shall have to employ one B Pharma / D Pharma degree holder as 

Pharmacist in their proposed store. 
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FINANCIAL SUPPORT AVAILABLE FOR JAN AUSHADHI STORE (JAS) 

STORE OWNER 

The following financial support is available: 

 NGOs/agencies/individuals establishing Jan Aushadhi stores in Government hospital 

premises where space is provided free of cost by Government to operating agency:S 

 BPPI will provide one time financial assistance up to ₹2.50 lakh as per details given below 

 ₹1 lakh reimbursement of furniture and fixtures. 

 ₹1 lakh by way of free medicines in the beginning. 

 ₹50,000 as reimbursement for computer, internet, printer, scanner, etc. 

 20% trade margin shall be included in MRP for retailers and 10% for distributors. 

 Jan Aushadhi stores and Distributors will be allowed 2% of total sales or actual loss, 

whichever is lower, as compensation against expiry of medicines. Expired goods need 

not be returned to BPPI. Stocks expiring at the C&F level will entirely be the loss of BPPI. 

 Credit facility will be given to store code pmbjk01 to pmbjk05600 Jan Aushadhi stores for 

30 days against postdated cheques. Distributors will also get credit of 60 days against 

post dated cheques. C&F agencies will have to deposit a security amount depending 

upon the business. 

 Jan Aushadhi stores established anywhere else by private entrepreneurs / institutions / 

NGOs / Trusts / Charitable organizations which are linked with BPPI headquarters 

through internet.  

 Financial support of ₹2,50,000. This will be given @ 15% of monthly sales subject to a 

ceiling of ₹10,000/ per month up to total limit of ₹1,50,000. In NE states, and naxal 

affected areas, tribal areas, the rate of incentive will be 15% and subject to monthly 

ceiling of ₹15,000. up to total limit of ₹2,50,000. 

 The Applicants belonging to weaker sections like SC/ST/Differently-abled may be 

provided medicines worth ₹50,000/ – in advance within the incentive of ₹2,50,000 which 

will be provided in the form of 15% of monthly sales subject to a ceiling of ₹10,000/ – per 

month up to a total limit of ₹2,50,000. 

 20% trade margin shall be included in MRP for retailers and 10% for distributors. 

 Jan Aushadhi stores and Distributors will be allowed 2% of total sales or actual loss, 

whichever is lower, as compensation against expiry of medicines. Expired goods need 

not be returned to BPPI. Stocks expiring at the C&F level will entirely be the loss of BPPI. 

 Credit facility will be given to all Jan Aushadhi stores for 30 days against postdated 

cheques. Distributors will also get credit of 60 days against post dated cheques. C&F 

agencies will have to deposit a security amount depending upon the business. 

 

CHILIKA LAKE AREA TO BE OFF LIMITS FOR 

MOTORBOATS 
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The Odisha government has proposed to 

ban movement of mechanised fishing 

boats in Mangalajodi area on the banks of 

Chilika lake — an important bird area 

(IBA) — in order to provide winged guests 

an undisturbed ecosystem for six months 

ever year. 

 The Orissa High Court concurred with the 

proposal by directing that the agreed 

decisions regarding banning of 

mechanised fishing boats in Mangalajodi area will be strictly implemented till further 

orders. 

 The issue was deliberated at a high-level meeting convened in response to an Orissa 

High Court order which says, “the Fisheries Department and Wildlife Department will in 

consultation with each other come up with concrete set of measures to be put in place to 

regulate the activity in the area and restrict the use of motorboats preferably to one main 

channel.” 

 Mangalajodi is recognised as globally important for the conservation of bird population. 

The area is used for roosting and nesting by migratory birds. However, it is not protected 

by any statutory rules and regulation. The area is 8.3 square km of marshy land with 

emergent vegetation.  

 As per the meeting’s proceedings submitted to the High Court, “fishermen may be 

allowed to use all the main channels leading to Mangalajodi, Sundarpur, Bhusundapur 

and Kalupadaghata. There should be a ban on movement of mechanised boats in all 

sub-channels from October till March.” 

 “All main channels need to be geo-referenced for village-wise permit to ply their boats. 

All sub-channels need to be geo-referenced for prevention of motor boat movement,” 

experts mooted in the meeting. 

 “A request will be made to Fishery and Animal Resource Development Department to 

examine the matter under provision of Orissa Marine Fishing Regulation Act, 1982 under 

section 4(1) which states the government may restrict or prohibit the using of such fishing 

gear for which licence is being granted in any specified area as may be prescribed,” the 

meeting resolved. 

 District Administration, Khordha would be requested to provide assistance to enforce the 

ban in movement of motorised boats in the sub-channels, if the ban is imposed by 

government. 

 A Division Bench comprising Chief Justice S. Muralidhar, and Judge R. K. Pattanaik will 

hear the case on April 6. 
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RUSSIA USED PHOSPHORUS SHELLS IN DONBAS 

ATTACKS’ 

 A senior Ukrainian police officer has accused Russian forces of launching phosphorus 

bomb attacks in the eastern region of Lugansk. 

 International law prohibits the use of white phosphorus shells in heavily populated civilian 

areas, but allows them in open spaces to be used as cover for troops. 

 Oleksi Biloshytsky, head of police in Popasna, around 100 km west of Lugansk, said on 

Saturday that Russian forces had used the chemical weapon in his area. “It’s what the 

Nazis called a ‘flaming onion’ and that’s what the Russcists (amalgamation of ‘Russians’ 

and ‘fascists’) are dropping on our towns. Indescribable suffering and fires,” he wrote on 

Facebook. It was not immediately possible to verify the comments. 

 

ADANI GROUP INKS DEAL FOR POWER PROJECTS IN 

SRI LANKA 

The renewable energy projects aim at generating combined capacity of 500 MW, at a 

cost of $500 mn 

 Adani Group has signed a deal for two large power projects in Sri Lanka’s Northern 

Province,six months after it bagged a strategic port terminal project in Colombo that it is 

now executing with majority stakes. 

 There is no official announcement or statement yet on the agreement to jointly execute 

renewable power projects in Mannar, on Sri Lanka’s north-western coast, and Pooneryn, 

located just south of Jaffna Peninsula, from the Sri Lankan side, the Adani Group, or 

Indian authorities, raising questions in some quarters on the apparent lack of 

transparency in an international agreement. “While it was not announced, the CEB also 

signed a Memorandum of Understanding with India’s Adani Green Energy Ltd,” the 

Colombo-based Sunday Times reported. 

 Revealing the details of the MoU, Sri Lanka’s TheSunday Morning said the two 

renewable energy projects, involving the Adani Group, were aimed at generating 

combined capacity of 500 MW, at a cost of $500 million. Both projects are in the Northern 

Province, where New Delhi objected to a Chinese energy project last year, citing 

proximity to the Tamil Nadu coast. 

 The agreement was inked on Friday, the same day that the National Thermal Power 

Corporation (NTPC) of India and the Ceylon Electricity Board (CEB) agreed to set up a 

100 MW solar power project in Sampur, in the eastern Trincomalee district. 

 The development comes months after Adani Group chairman Gautam Adani visited Sri 

Lanka and held talks with President Gotabaya Rajapaksa, on possible investments in the 

island nation. 

PEAK DEMAND 
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 Sri Lanka has a daily peak demand of over 2000 MW, and is currently experiencing a 

severe fuel and power shortage, resulting in right hour-long power cuts across the country 

that citizens’ groups have been protesting. 

 Sri Lanka is also in the midst of its worst economic crisis in years, prompting the 

government to tap assistance from different sources. 

FM TO VISIT NEW DELHI 

 India has so far extended $ 1.4 billion this year, and Finance Minister Basil Rajapaksa is 

scheduled to visit New Delhi on Tuesday, his second visit in three months, to firm up a 

further $ 1 billion support. “Keenly look forward to welcoming Hon’ble Finance Minister 

@RealBRajapaksa to #India next week. His visit will consolidate ongoing efforts to further 

strengthen Indo-Lanka economic partnership,” the Indian High Commission said in a 

tweet on Saturday. 

 Meanwhile, India’s assistance is being viewed with scepticism in Sri Lanka by some. 

Echoing this sentiment in its editorial on Sunday, titled ‘India’s strategic calculations as 

Lankans suffer’, the Sunday Times accused New Delhi of resorting to “diplomatic 

blackmail” by tying emergency financial support extended to Colombo, to strategic 

projects and “several maritime security arrangements”, to counter China’s “naval 

expansion”. 

 “The RBI has $631 billion in reserves. Sri Lanka is asking for $1 billion. It was press-

ganged to sign Sampur and other projects before Mr. Rajapaksa came to New Delhi. 

This is diplomatic blackmail...,”  

 

 

THE FUNCTIONING OF THE ISS AFTER SANCTIONS 
Will the U.S.’s stiff curbs on Russia affect their collaboration on the International Space 

Station? 

 The story so far: After Russia invaded Ukraine on February 24, the U.S. imposed 

sanctions on Russia including a ban on transfer of technology and on Russian banks. 

Following this, on March 3, the Russian space agency Roscosmos tweeted the following, 

“The State Corporation will not co-operate with Germany on joint experiments in the 

Russian segment of the International Space Station. Roscosmos will conduct them 

independently. The Russian space programme against the backdrop of sanctions will be 

adjusted, the priority will be creation of satellites in the interests of defence. Roscosmos 

will not service the remaining 24 R-180 engines in the United States, and stop supplying 

the R-181. “ 

 According to a Reuters report, this was followed by a statement from the head of the 

Russian Space Agency — Roscosmos — Dmitry Rogozin on Telegram, where he 

demanded the lift of the sanctions, some of which predate Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. 

He said that the sanctions could disrupt the functioning of the Russian spacecraft that 

serviced the International Space Station. This could lead to the Russian segment of the 

ISS, which helps in correcting the orbit of the ISS being affected. He said that this meant 
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the ISS could fall into the sea or on the land. He further said that the Russian segment 

ensures that the space station’s orbit is corrected to keep it away from space debris, 

roughly 11 times a year. He pointed out, publishing a map, that the ISS would likely crash 

down on some country, but most probably not Russia itself. 

WHAT IS RUSSIA’S ROLE IN MAINTAINING THE ISS? 

 The ISS is built with the co-operation of scientists from five international space agencies 

— NASA of the U.S., Roscosmos of Russia, JAXA of Japan, Canadian Space Agency 

and the European Space Agency. Each agency has a role to play and a share in the 

upkeep of the ISS. Both in terms of expense and effort, it is not a feat that a single country 

can support. Russia’s part in the collaboration is the module responsible for making 

course corrections to the orbit of the ISS. They also ferry astronauts to the ISS from the 

Earth and back. Until SpaceX’s dragon spacecraft came into the picture the Russian 

spacecrafts were the only way of reaching the ISS and returning. 

WHY DOES THE ORBIT OF THE ISS NEED TO BE CORRECTED? 

 Due to its enormous weight and the ensuing drag, the ISS tends to sink from its orbit at 

a height of about 250 miles above the Earth. It has to be pushed up to its original line of 

motion every now and then. This is rather routine, even for smaller satellites, says Dr. 

Mylswamy Annadurai, former director of ISRO and presently Vice President of Tamil 

Nadu State Council for Science and Technology. 

 Approximately once a month this effort has to be made. It is not necessarily a regular 

operation, and may be missed once and compensated for later. 

 The other reason for altering the path of the ISS is to avoid its collision with space debris, 

which can damage the station. 

 These manoeuvres need to be done as and when the debris is encountered. 

WHAT IS THE EXTENT OF EFFORT AND EXPENSE INVOLVED IN THIS? 

 Manoeuvering the ISS is expensive. In a year, 7-8 tonnes of fuel may need to be spent, 

with each manoeuvre costing nearly a tonne of fuel. If a manoeuvre is put off for later, 

the ISS may sink a little more and the delayed operation would cost more as a larger 

correction needs to be made. 

 If Russia should back out of the effort, are there spacecrafts that can substitute? 

 There are right now two possibilities. SpaceX’s dragon module and Boeing’s Starliner 

can dock with the ISS. Starliner also has the capacity to carry, say, ten tonnes of fuel. 

WHAT IS THE LIKELIHOOD OF RUSSIA BACKING OUT? 

 Though there have been previous occasions when conflicts have risen between Russia 

and the U.S., the operation of the ISS has not been interrupted. Dr. Annadurai points out 

that there are two missions planned for March 18, and one astronaut is already there on 

site. The mission means to take up two Russians and an American astronaut, and the 
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preparatory work is in progress. On March 30, it is planned that the mission will return an 

American astronaut to Earth from the ISS. These seem to be going on as per plan. 

 “Going by the scientists’ mindset and that such a significant global effort must not go 

down the drain, my feeling is that scientists from both sides will work together and that 

this effort will not be in vain,” says Dr. Annadurai. 

IS IT TRUE THAT RUSSIA DOES NOT HAVE THE RISK OF THE ISS CRASHING 

DOWN ON THEIR COUNTRY? 

 The orbit of the ISS does not fly over the Russian territory mostly. Places that are closer 

to the equator run a greater risk of it falling in their domain. The orbit is at about 50 

degrees and so most probably, the ISS will fall in that level. But this is only a probability, 

as it can move or disintegrate. But in case of this eventuality, people in the ISS will be 

brought back, modules can be detached thereby making it much smaller which will 

ensure that it disintegrates before touching the earth. 

 

UNGUIDED MISSILE 

Pakistan’s demand for a joint probe is unwarranted, but India must get to the truth 

 The accidental firing of a missile by India into Pakistan could have led to serious, 

unintended escalation of tensions between the two nuclear-armed countries, but, 

fortunately, that did not happen. The Government of India has said the incident, on March 

9, happened in the course of routine maintenance, due to a technical malfunction. India 

has ordered a high-level Court of Inquiry. The Chargé d’affaires of the Indian High 

Commission in Islamabad was called twice by Pakistan to convey its concerns. Pakistan 

has alleged that the incident “indicates many loopholes and technical lapses of a serious 

nature in Indian handling of strategic weapons”. Islamabad, which termed the inquiry as 

ordered by India as insufficient, has demanded a joint probe. It has also sought the 

involvement of the international community to promote “strategic stability in the region”. 

As it moved closer to India in recent years, the U.S. has suspended its fixation with the 

conflict between the two neighbours, but the fear of nuclear escalation in the region is 

very deep in Washington’s strategic thinking. India’s global image of being a responsible 

nuclear power has been built over decades of restrained words and thoughtful action. 

The security of its nuclear command and technical capabilities has never been in doubt. 

This incident frays that reputation and measures must be taken to restore the confidence 

of the international community in India. 

 There has been no official word from India on which missile was involved, which Pakistan 

has said landed 124 km inside its territory. The description by Pakistan — that the missile 

was travelling at three times the speed of sound, at 40,000 feet, and is a surface-to-

surface missile — has led to speculation that the accident involves the BrahMos 

supersonic cruise missile which is now in the inventory of India’s three Services. India 
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became a member of the Missile Technology Control Regime in 2016, an acceptance by 

major powers of India’s status as a reliable defence partner that is capable of handling 

its strengths and contributing to global security. India is developing more missile systems, 

including a hypersonic variant. The handling and the launch of any such missiles are 

highly regulated with checks and balances to avoid accidents. This accident also has 

echoes of another incident in February 2019. A day after the Balakot air strike, as fighter 

jets of India and Pakistan were engaged in a dogfight near the LoC, an Mi-17V5 crashed 

in Budgam shortly after take-off from Srinagar killing its personnel onboard and a civilian 

on the ground. The Court of Inquiry confirmed that it was shot by an Israeli-origin Spyder 

surface-to-air missile system of the IAF. India must leave no scope for any doubts about 

its capacity to handle nuclear and other military assets. That objective can be achieved 

without a joint probe with Pakistan or any international involvement, but the objective 

must be achieved nevertheless. 

 

IMPORTANT MCQ  

Q1.Consider the following statements with regarding to Chilika Lake. 

1. It is the largest wintering ground for migratory birds on the Indian sub-continent 

2. Chilika Lake is the first Indian wetland of international importance under the 

Ramsar 

Convention 

3. Major attraction at Chilika is Gangetic dolphins. 

Which of the statements given above is/are CORRECT? 

a) 1 Only        b) Only 3          c) Both 1 and 2         d) All of above 

Correct Answer is : C 

Chilika Lake:• Chilika is Asia's largest and world's second largest lagoon. 

Chilika Lake:Chilika is Asia's largest and world's second largest lagoon. 

It is the largest wintering ground for migratory birds on the Indian sub-continent 

and is home to a number of threatened species of plants and animals.• In 1981, 

Chilika Lake was designated the first Indian wetland of internationalimportance 

under the Ramsar Convention.Major attraction at Chilika is Irrawaddy dolphins 

which are often spotted off Satpada Island.• The large Nalabana Island (Forest of 

Reeds) covering about 16 sq km in the lagoon area was declared a bird sanctuary 

in 1987. Kalijai Temple -Located on an island in the Chilika Lake. 



[Type here] 
 

12 | P a g e  
 

 

2. Which of the following is NOT matched correctly? 

(a) Pulicat lake: Andhra Pradesh     (b) Maharana Pratap Sagar lake: Himachal 

Pradesh 

(c) Badkhal Lake: Haryana                (d) Tso Moriri lake: Nagaland 

Ans. (d) 

3.  Which of the following is matched correctly? 

(a) Chilka Lake : Andhra Pradesh    (b) Vembanad Lake: Tamil Nadu 

(c) Parichu Lake : Tibet                     (d) Lonar Lake : Madhya Pradesh 

Ans. (c) 

4. Which of the following is the largest lake of Tibbet? 

(a) Kokonoor         (b) Parichu lake          (c) Kolleru Lake      (d) None of these 

Ans. (a) 

5. Which of the following is the largest fresh water lake of India? 

(a) Pulicat lake          (b) Chilka lake       (c) Wular     (d) Vembanad 

Ans. (c) 

6. Which of the following statement is not true? 

(a) Sambhar lake is used for salt production.      

(b) Vembanad lake is a lagoon lake in kerala 

(c) Parichu lake was created due to tectonic activities    

 (d) Rajasthan has the largest numbers of lakes in India 

Ans. (d) 

7.Which state ment is correct about AK203  rifal  

1. The manufacturing of AK-203 rifles will begin in India as the Centre has 

given the final clearance to the project that is a joint venture with us  

2. the government has approved the plan for the production of over five lakh 

AK-203 assault rifles at Korwa in Uttar Pradesh's Amethi 

A.only-1     B.only-2     C. 1&2    D. none of thease  
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ANS-B 

8.With reference to Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Janaushadhi Pariyojana (PMBJP) 

consider the following statements 

1) This campaign launched by the Department of Ayurveda. 

2) It aims to provide quality medicines at affordable prices to the masses. 

Which of the statements given above is/are CORRECT? 

a) 1 Only        b) 2 Only         c) Both 1 and 2            d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Correct Answer is B 

Explanation: 

Statement 1 is INCORRECT PMBJP is a campaign launched by the Department 

of Pharmaceuticals in 2008 under the name Jan Aushadhi Campaign. 

Statement 2 is INCORRECT. It aims to provide quality medicines at affordable 

prices tothe masses. PMBJP stores have been set up to provide generic drugs, 

which are available at lesser prices but are equivalent in quality and efficacy as 

expensive branded drugs. 

 


