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WEARING HIJAB IS NOT ESSENTIAL PART OF 
RELIGION: KARNATAKA HC‘ 

 The Karnataka High Court on Tuesday upheld the ban on the wearing of hijab (head 
scarf) by students in schools and colleges in the State. It held that wearing the hijab is 
not an essential religious practice in Islam and is not, therefore, protected under by the 
right to freedom of religion guaranteed by Article 25 of the Constitution. The court said it 
was a reasonable restriction 
that was constitutionally 
permissible. 

 The judgment was delivered 
by a three-judge bench 
comprising Chief Justice 
Ritu Raj Awasthi, Justice 
Krishna S. Dixit and Justice 
J.M. Khazi, while rejecting 
all the petitions filed by nine 
Muslim girl students of two 
government pre-university 
colleges in Udupi district. 
 
GOVT. ORDER 

 The Bench also upheld the 
legality of the Karnataka 
government’s February 5, 2022, order prescribing guidelines for uniforms in schools and 
pre-university colleges under the provisions of the Karnataka Education Act, 1983, after 
a row over hijab in Udupi and other districts. 
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 In its 129-page judgement, Bench also spoke about the possibility of some “unseen 
hands” behind the hijab row to engineer social unrest and disharmony, and expressed 
dismay over the issue being blown out of proportion by the powers that be. 

 The court said that school uniform will cease to be a uniform if hijab is also allowed. 

 “Hijab is a veil ordinarily worn by Muslim women. Its origin in the Arabic verb hajaba has 
etymological similarities with the verb ‘to hide.’... This way, the hijab hides, marks the 
difference, protects, and arguably affirms the religious identity of Muslim women,” the 
Bench said. 

INDIA’S SOLAR CAPACITY: MILESTONES AND 
CHALLENGES 
How far has India progressed on its goal to achieve 500 GW of renewable energy by 
2030? What are some of the obstacles that the domestic solar industry faces? 

 The story so far: India added a record 10 Gigawatt (GW) of solar energy to its 
cumulative installed capacity in 2021. This has been the highest 12-month capacity 
addition, recording nearly a 200% year-on-year growth. India has now surpassed 
50 GW of cumulative installed solar capacity, as on 28 February 2022. This is a 
milestone in India’s journey towards generating 500 GW from renewable energy by 
2030, of which 300 GW is expected to come from solar power. India’s capacity 
additions rank the country fifth in solar power deployment, contributing nearly 
6.5% to the global cumulative capacity of 709.68 GW. 

 Even as India continues down this impressive journey, there are some areas of concern 
to highlight. First, of the 50 GW installed solar capacity, an overwhelming 42 GW comes 
from ground-mounted solar photovoltaic (PV) systems, and only 6.48 GW comes from 
roof top solar (RTS); and 1.48 GW from off-grid solar PV. 
 
WHY IS INDIA FALLING SHORT IN ROOF-TOP SOLAR INSTALLATIONS? 

 The steep rise in large, ground-mounted solar energy is indicative of the strong push 
towards increasing the share of utility-scale solar projects across the country. RTS 
deployment stands at 6.48 GW in 2021, far short on the Union Government’s target of 
40 GW of RTS by end 2022. 

 The large-scale solar PV focus fails to exploit the many benefits of decentralised 
renewable energy (DRE) options, including reduction in transmission and distribution 
(T&D) losses. One of the primary benefits of solar PV technology is that it can be installed 
at the point of consumption, significantly reducing the need for large capital-intensive 
transmission infrastructure. This is not an either/or situation; India needs to deploy both 
large and smaller-scale solar PV, and particularly needs to expand RTS efforts. 

 However, there is limited financing for residential consumers and Small and Medium 
Enterprises (SMEs) who want to install RTS. Coupled with lukewarm responses from 
electricity distribution companies (DISCOMS) to supporting net metering, RTS continues 
to see low uptake across the country. Governments, utilities, and banks will need to 
explore innovative financial mechanisms that bring down the cost of loans and reduce 
the risk of investment for lenders. Increased awareness, and affordable finance for RTS 
projects could potentially ensure the spread of RTS across the scores of SMEs and 
homes around the country. Aggregating roof spaces could also help reduce overall costs 
of RTS installations and enable developing economies of scale. 
 
WHAT ARE THE CHALLENGES TO INDIA’S SOLAR POWER CAPACITY ADDITION? 
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 Despite significant growth in the installed solar capacity, the contribution of solar energy 
to the country’s power generation has not grown at the same pace. In 2019-20, for 
instance, solar power contributed only 3.6% (50 billion units) of India’s total power 
generation of 1390 BU. 

 The utility-scale solar PV sector continues to face challenges like land costs, high T&D 
losses and other inefficiencies, and grid integration challenges. There have also been 
conflicts with local communities and biodiversity protection norms. Also, while India has 
achieved record low tariffs for solar power generation in the utility-scale segment, this 
has not translated into cheaper power for end-consumers. 
 
WHAT’S THE STATE OF INDIA’S DOMESTIC SOLAR MODULE MANUFACTURING 
CAPACITY? 

 Domestic manufacturing capacities in the solar sector do not match up to the present 
potential demand for solar power in the country. Crisil’s report on the subject highlights 
that as on March 31, 2021, India had 3 GW capacity for solar cell production and 8 GW 
for solar panel production capacity. Moreover, backward integration in the solar value 
chain is absent as India has no capacity for manufacturing solar wafers and polysilicon. 
In 2021-22, India imported nearly $76.62 billion worth solar cells and modules from China 
alone, accounting for 78.6% of India’s total imports that year. Low manufacturing 
capacities, coupled with cheaper imports from China have rendered Indian products 
uncompetitive in the domestic market. 

 This situation can, however, be corrected if India embraces a circular economy model for 
solar systems. This would allow solar PV waste to be recycled and reused in the solar 
PV supply chain. By the end of 2030, India will likely produce nearly 34,600 metric tonnes 
of solar PV waste. The International Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA) estimates that 
the global value of recoverable materials from solar PV waste could exceed $15 billion. 

 Currently, only the European Union has taken decisive steps in managing solar PV 
waste. India could look at developing appropriate guidelines around Extended Producer 
Responsibility (EPR), which means holding manufacturers accountable for the entire life 
cycle of solar PV products and creating standards for waste recycling. This could give 
domestic manufacturers a competitive edge and go a long way in addressing waste 
management and supply side constraints. 
 
WHAT ARE THE KEY TAKEAWAYS FROM INDIA’S SOLAR STORY? 

 India has grown from strength to strength in overcoming barriers to achieve the 50 GW 
milestone in Feb 2022. The destination is clear, and the journey is progressing. As India 
attempts to deal with some of the shortcomings identified above, India’s solar story will 
continue to provide important lessons for other developing countries that are looking to 
transition to clean energy. 

 In addition to an impressive domestic track record, through the International Solar 
Alliance (ISA) established by India and France at COP-21 in 2015, there is a global 
platform to bring countries together to facilitate collaboration on issues such as mobilising 
investments, capacity building, program support and advocacy and analytics on solar 
energy. Technology sharing and finance could also become important aspects of ISA in 
the future, allowing a meaningful cooperation between countries in the solar energy 
sector. 

 Dr. Niharika Tagotra is Senior Research Specialist (Energy) at WRI India and Bharath 
Jairaj is Director of the WRI India Energy Program. 
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BHARAT NATYAM’ IN INDIAN DIPLOMACY 
India’s stand in the United Nations on the Ukraine war is an apt moment 
to reflect on the much needed Dixit principle 

 The late Jyotindra Nath Dixit (Mani Dixit to his many friends and admirers) took over as 
Foreign Secretary on December 1, 1991. He retired 26 months later, on January 31, 1994 
— 58 years was then the retirement age. 

REPUBLICS AND MOSCOW 

 Those were times of change. On December 25, 1991, Soviet Union’s General Secretary 
Mikhail Gorbachev resigned, the flag of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR) 
was lowered for the last time at the Kremlin and the following day, the USSR was formally 
dissolved. In its place, 15 republics emerged. India accepted the challenge and set about 
opening new embassies to build new relationships with these countries in Central Asia, 
the South Caucasus and Central Europe while maintaining its traditional ties with 
Moscow. 

 In January 1992, India and Israel established full diplomatic relations, announcing the 
opening of embassies and exchanging Ambassadors for the first time, opening the door 
to a relationship that has blossomed into one of India’s most significant strategic 
partnerships in the last three decades. 
 
PATH TO THE NUCLEAR DEAL 

 On January 31, 1992, Prime Minister P.V. Narasimha Rao participated in the first-ever 
meeting of the United Nations Security Council at the summit level (India was a member 
in 1991-92), presided by the British Prime Minister, John Major. On the sidelines, Mr. Rao 
had a bilateral meeting with the United States President, George H.W. Bush, where the 
two leaders decided that in the changing world, India and the U.S. needed to have frank 
exchanges on issues that had divided them during the Cold War; the issue identified was 
‘nuclear proliferation and disarmament’; the first meeting took place during Mr. Dixit’s visit 
to Washington two months later, sowing the seeds of the dialogue that continued through 
ups and downs, leading to the path-breaking India-U.S. Civil Nuclear Cooperation 
Agreement in 2008. 

 At the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) summit on January 27, 1992, 
Prime Minister Rao’s ‘Look East’ policy began to take shape as India and ASEAN 
embarked on a sectoral-dialogue partnership. By the end of 1995, this had matured into 
a full-dialogue partnership and in 1996, India joined the security dialogue platform, the 
ASEAN Regional Forum. Since 2002, the relationship has strengthened further with the 
annual India-ASEAN summit. 
 
ON CHINA AND TAIWAN 

 Following intense negotiations, during Mr. Rao’s visit to China in September 1993, the 
two sides initiated the first of many confidence-building-measures, notably the 
Agreement on the Maintenance of Peace and Tranquillity Along the Line of Actual Control 
in the India-China Border Areas. It laid the foundation of the relationship for two decades. 

 Simultaneously, India and Taiwan negotiated to open economic and cultural centres; 
Taiwan opened its office first in Mumbai in 1992 before shifting to Delhi while India 
established the India-Taipei Association office in 1995. 
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 The instances above give an idea of how India was responding to the changes taking 
place around us and in the wider world. As a junior colleague who had the privilege of 
working closely with Mr. Dixit during these years, I often heard him engage patiently with 
foreign diplomats and respond to questions from inquisitive journalists seeking to make 
sense of the about-turns in Indian foreign policy. 

 Relaxing as he puffed on his pipe, in a private aside to his friends, he would tell us, “In 
Indian diplomacy, sometimes, you need to do a bit of Bharat Natyam.” The point was 
simple — you may appear in different forms to others but after you have first secured 
your interests. 
 
UN VOTE DYNAMICS 

 In recent weeks, the debates and discussions in the Indian media and TV talk-shows 
about India’s stand on the Ukraine conflict and its votes in the UN Security Council and 
General Assembly are an appropriate moment to reflect on the Dixit principle. 

 Evidently, the Indian government has chosen to ‘abstain’, based on an assessment of its 
core interests. However, there is a cardinal principle associated with Security Council 
votes on issues in such charged times. A ‘for’ or ‘against’ vote is intended to convey a 
blunt message of ‘support’ or ‘opposition’. It is a black or white choice, and once 
exercised, the messaging is clear. 

 On the other hand, ‘abstention’ takes us into a grey zone because it is the middle path. 
It can either be seen as fence-sitting (which is a sign of helplessness) or create space 
for diplomatic manoeuvre (which is a successful outcome). In the Ukraine instance — the 
West should feel satisfied that India ‘abstained’ because it perhaps expected India to 
oppose the West’s draft proposals given New Delhi’s traditional ties with Russia while 
Russia should also feel satisfied at India’s ‘abstention’ because it perhaps expected New 
Delhi to give in to western persuasion. 

 The second outcome is a positive one but to appear in different forms at the same time, 
we need to revive the kind of Bharatanatyam that Mr. Dixit used so effectively to navigate 
those turbulent times, even as he helped set the course for Indian foreign policy three 
decades ago. 

 Rakesh Sood is a former diplomat and currently Distinguished Fellow at the Observer 
Research Foundation 

GROWING PRICE PRESSURES 
Policymakers need to tame inflation or risk it undermining the growth 
they seek to support 

 Inflation in India continues on a worrying uptrend with the consumer price index-based 
reading accelerating to an eight-month high of 6.07% last month, while wholesale prices 
logged a double-digit increase for the eleventh straight month. February’s headline WPI 
inflation spurted to 13.11%. Retail inflation remained stuck above the RBI’s upper 
tolerance threshold of 6% for the second month, as food price inflation quickened to 
5.85%. Households in the hinterland bore a bigger brunt of the burden as price gains 
measured by the consumer food price index for rural areas surged by 69 basis points 
from January’s level, to 5.87%. Price gains in the key protein source of meat and fish 
jumped by almost 200 basis points from the preceding month to 7.45%, while nutrient-
rich vegetables also logged inflation of 6.13% in February, belying the central bank’s 
prognostication last month of an “expected easing of vegetable prices on fresh winter 
crop arrivals”. And even though inflation in oils and fats eased by more than 220 basis 
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points to 16.44%, there is little room for cheer, given that one can expect a spike again 
this month in the wake of the abrupt disruption in the supply of edible oils from war-torn 
Ukraine, which is the largest source of sunflower oil imported into India. With price gains 
in clothing and footwear, fuel and light and transport and communication all running well 
above 8% levels, the overall trend in retail inflation is now clearly broad-based across 
consumption categories and disconcertingly way above tolerance levels. 

 Also, with the pump prices of fuels yet to reflect the recent upsurge in international oil 
prices in the wake of Russia’s invasion of its southwestern neighbour, transport and 
communication inflation is certain to climb sharply once state-run refiners reset prices to 
reflect crude costs. The price of India’s crude basket had already risen by over $20 a 
barrel since December to $94.07 last month and with global crude prices currently in 
uncharted territory on account of the war, and the rupee having weakened by about 2.5% 
against the dollar since the start of the conflict, it is hard to see any near-term relief on 
the fuel price front. A glance at last month’s producer prices of the energy basket shows 
inflation in the fuel and power category of the wholesale price index was at 31.5%. And 
in a sign that manufacturers are no longer able to keep absorbing cost pressures, inflation 
in manufactured products accelerated to 9.84% presaging more pain for consumers. RBI 
Deputy Governor Michael D. Patra had last week cited the headroom available for the 
Government to cut taxes on fuels as a source of comfort on the inflation front. With the 
RBI’s latest consumer confidence survey showing most households reporting further 
increases in overall spending on essentials and remaining far from sanguine on the prices 
outlook, policymakers need to act expeditiously to tame inflation or risk it undermining 
the very growth they are currently focused on supporting. 

IMPOTANT ,MCQ 

 

Q1. Which of the following are parts of Article 21 as per a Supreme Court 
judgment? 

i) Right to shelter          ii) Right to free education up to 14 years of age    iii) Right to health 

iv) Right to privacy 

a) i, iii, iv          b) ii, iii, iv            c) i, ii, iii             d) All of the above 

 

ANS-B 

 

Q2. Which of the following statements about Chemical Weapons Convention 

are true? 

i) The Chemical Weapons Convention (CWC) is an arms control treaty that outlaws the 

production, stockpiling, and use of chemical weapons and their precursors. 

ii) It is administered by the Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons 



[Type here] 
 
 

 

7 | P a g e  
 
 

 

(OPCW), an intergovernmental organization based in The Hague, The Netherlands. 

iii) India signed and ratified CWC 

a) Only I      b) Only iii        c) Only ii,iii          d) All of the above 

 

ANS-D 

 

Q3. Which of the following statements is/are true about International Solar 

Alliance? 

i) The International Solar Alliance (ISA) is an alliance of more than 121 countries, which lie 

either completely or partly between the Tropic of Cancer and the Tropic of Capricorn. 

ii) The primary objective of the alliance is to work for efficient exploitation of solar energy 

to reduce dependence on fossil fuels. 

iii) The alliance is a treaty-based inter-governmental organization. 

iv) Countries that do not fall within the Tropics can join the ISA and enjoy all benefits as 

other members, with the exception of voting rights. 

 

a) Only I        b) Only ii,iv       c) Only i,ii,iv         d) All of the above 

    

ANS-D  

4. Consider the following pairs : 

I. Kathakali : Uttar Pradesh 

II. Odia : Odisha 

III. Mohiniattam : Karnataka 

Which of the pairs given above is/are CORRECTLY matched ? 

a. I Only           b. II Only       c. III Only          d. I, II and III 

ANS-b. II Only 

 

5. How do you distinguished between Kuchipudi and Bharatnatyam dances ? 
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I. Dancer occasionally speaking dialogues are found in Kuchipudi dance but not 

in Bharatnatyam 

II. Dancing on the brass plate by keeping the feet on its edges is a feature of 

Bharatnatyam but Kuchipudi dance does not have such a form of movements. 

Which of the statements given above is/are CORRECT ? 

a. I Only          b. II Only        c. Both I and II          d. Neither I nor II 

ANS- a. I Only 


