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WORLD HAPPINESS REPORT 2022  

 Following Finland, Denmark bagged the second rank, while Iceland and Switzerland stood at third and 

fourth rank. The Netherlands was at the fifth rank in the list. 

 This year marks the tenth anniversary of the World Happiness Report. 

 India ranks 136th in the World Happiness Report 2022, while Finland becomes the happiest country for 

the fifth consecutive year. The top five countries in the list are part of Europe. While the United States held 

the 16th spot in the happiest countries list. 

 Following Finland, Denmark bagged the second rank, while Iceland and Switzerland stood at third and 

fourth rank. The Netherlands was at the fifth rank in the list. Meanwhile, Luxembourg, Norway, Israel, and 

New Zealand were the remaining countries in the top 10. 

 On the other hand, Afghanistan held the last position of 146th in the list, with Lebanon (145th), Zimbabwe 

(144th), Rwanda (143rd), and Botswana (142nd) following. 

 This year marks the tenth anniversary of the World Happiness Report. The report's measurement of 

subjective well-being continues to rely on three main well-being indicators: life evaluations, positive 

emotions, and negative emotions (described in the report as positive and negative affect). Happiness 

rankings are based on life evaluations as the more stable measure of the quality of people’s lives. 
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 Also, in the World Happiness Report 2022, special attention was given to specific daily emotions (the 

components of positive and negative affect) to better track how COVID-19 has altered different aspects of 

life. 

 "Finland continues to occupy the top spot, one of five Nordic countries in the top ten," the World Happiness 

Report said. 

 After the top ten countries, the following five are Austria, Australia, Ireland, Germany, and Canada. This 

marks a substantial fall for Canada, which was 5th ten years in the first World Happiness Report. The rest 

of the top 20 include the United States at 16th (up from 19th last year), the United Kingdom, and Czechia 

still in 17th and 18th, followed by Belgium at 19th and France at 20th, its highest ranking yet. 

 The report stated that "over the past ten years, life evaluations rose by more than a full point on the 0 to 

10 scale in 15 countries and fell by that amount or more in eight countries." 

 According to the report, the ten countries with the largest gains from 2008-2012 to 2019-2021 were, in 

order, Serbia, Bulgaria, Romania, Hungary, Togo, Bahrain, Latvia, Benin, Guinea, and Armenia. The ten 

countries with the largest drops were Lebanon, Venezuela, Afghanistan, Lesotho, Zimbabwe, Jordan, 

Zambia, India, Mexico, and Botswana. 

 

BID TO SMUGGLE IDOL OF 15TH CENTURY FOILED 

 T.N. antiquities dealer held, say officials 

 Officials with the Customs Intelligence Unit (CIU) and the air cargo wing at the Kempegowda International 

Airport in Bengaluru seized a bronze statue of Lord Mahavishnu dating back to the 15th century. 

 An antique dealer from Tamil Nadu was arrested on Friday in connection with the case. 

 The statue, which was declared as a new replica of an antique, was recovered hours before it was 

scheduled to be shipped to Malaysia. According to Customs officials, the team while conducting a routine 

inspection found the package containing the three-foot bronze statue. 

 The team requested the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) to examine the idol to see if their suspicions 

were correct. 

 The ASI team confirmed that the bronze statue was indeed an antique piece and could be from the 15th 

century Vijayanagara period, said officials. 

 Officials are tracing the source of the idol, and investigation is on to ascertain if the accused is part of a 

larger smuggling network. 

AFRICAN TECHNIQUE USED TO TRANSLOCATE 

DEER FROM KEOLADEO 

 The move will improve prey base in Mukundara Hills Tiger Reserve 

 An uncommon experiment with Africa’s Boma technique undertaken at Keoladeo National Park in 

Rajasthan’s Bharatpur district for capturing and translocating spotted deer is set to improve the prey base 

in Mukundara Hills Tiger Reserve, situated 450 km away. The move will lead to herbivores populating the 

forests ahead of the proposed shifting of two tigers to Mukundara. 

 The Boma capturing technique, which is popular in Africa, involves luring of animals into an enclosure by 

chasing them through a funnel-like fencing. The funnel tapers into an animal selection-cum-loading chute, 

supported with grass mats and green net to make it opaque for animals, which are tehn herded into a large 

vehicle for transport to another location. 
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 This old technique was earlier utilised to capture wild elephants for training and service. Following its 

adoption in Madhya Pradesh in recent years, Boma has been put to practice for the first time in Rajasthan 

for sending the ungulates to the prey-deficient Mukundara reserve as the kills for tigers and leopards. 

 The National Tiger Conservation Authority’s (NTCA) technical committee has approved a proposal to shift 

two tigers from Ranthambhore National Park to Mukundara, which lost two tigers and two cubs in 2020 

and is now left with an eight-year-old tigress. The reserve, spread across 759 sq. km area, was created 

with the portions of Darrah, Chambal and Jawahar Sagar wildlife sanctuaries in south-eastern Rajasthan. 

SIX DEER SHIFTED 

 Keoladeo National Park’s director Mohit Gupta told The Hindu that six chitals or spotted deer were shifted 

by using the Boma technique in the second week of March. The herbivores were confined without any 

physical contact in the enclosure spread over 10 hectares for a few days with the management of grass 

feed and water and their movement was monitored from watch towers. 

 “Since the spotted deer are weak-hearted animals susceptible to a sudden change in the environment, we 

modified a large truck for their translocation with the creation of waterbodies, fountain and grass carpet,” 

Mr. Gupta said. The herbivores reached their destination after a 10-hour journey without any casualties, 

he added. 

 The national park’s authorities have received another big truck, which is being modified for carrying the 

spotted deer. Mr. Gupta said both the vehicles would be used for translocating about 150 chitals to 

Mukundara before the onset of summer by arranging three to four trips every week. 

 The passive capture of ungulates with this Boma technique will make a significant contribution to the prey 

base management in the State. A similar translocation will be carried out for Kailadevi wildlife sanctuary in 

Karauli and Nahargarh wildlife sanctuary near Jaipur. 

 Tourism & Wildlife Society of India (TWSI) secretary Harsh Vardhan said the inadequate prey base in the 

project tiger areas had led to less breeding success, while the attempts to center them around a new 

habitat would depend on the availability of prey. The translocation of herbivores would reduce preying 

upon rural cattle, sheep and goat around the tiger reserves, he said. 

HEALTHY RATIO 

 Mr. Vardhan called for maintaining a healthy male-female ratio in the prey base, as the elimination of 

female animals would result in loss of productivity. “A deer takes six to eight months to give b irth and adds 

to its numbers. Stepping up the prey base has emerged as one of the prime challenges before the wildlife 

authorities,” he said. 

 

THE COMPLEXITIES OF INTRODUCING AFRICAN 

CHEETAHS TO INDIA  

 Why are environmentalists upset with the plan to bring vulnerable big cats from the African savanna to 

Kuno national park in M.P.? 

 The story so far: The cheetah, which became extinct in India after Independence, is all set to return with 

the Union Government launching an action plan. According to the plan, about 50 of these big cats will be 

introduced in the next five years, from the Africa savannas, home to cheetahs, an endangered species. 
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WHAT WAS THE DISTRIBUTION OF CHEETAHS IN INDIA? WHAT WERE THE 

HABITATS? 

 Historically, Asiatic cheetahs had a very wide distribution in India. There are authentic reports of their 

occurrence from as far north as Punjab to Tirunelveli district in southern Tamil Nadu, from Gujarat and 

Rajasthan in the west to Bengal in the east. Most of the records are from a belt extending f rom Gujarat 

passing through Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand and Odisha. 

There is also a cluster of reports from southern Maharashtra extending to parts of Karnataka, Telangana, 

Kerala and Tamil Nadu. The distribution range of the cheetah was wide and spread all over the 

subcontinent. They occurred in substantial numbers. 

 The cheetah’s habitat was also diverse, favouring the more open habitats: scrub forests, dry grasslands, 

savannas and other arid and semi-arid open habitats. Some of the last reports of cheetahs in India prior 

to their local extinction are from edge habitats of sal forests in east-central India, not necessarily their 

preferred habitat. 

 In Iran, the last surviving population of wild Asiatic cheetahs are found in hilly terrain, foothills and rocky 

valleys within a desert ecosystem, spread across seven provinces of Yazd, Semnan, Esfahan, North 

Khorasan, South Khorasan, Khorasan Razavi and Kerman. The current estimate of the population of wild 

Asiatic cheetahs is about 40 with 12 identified adult animals. They occur in very low density spread over 

vast areas extending to thousands of square kilometres. 

WHAT CAUSED THE EXTINCTION OF CHEETAHS IN INDIA? WHEN DID THEY 

DISAPPEAR? 

 The cheetah in India has been recorded in history from before the Common Era. It was taken from the wild 

for coursing blackbuck for centuries, which is a major contributor to the depletion of its numbers through 

the ages. Records of cheetahs being captured go back to 1550s. From the 16th century onwards, detailed 

accounts of its interaction with human beings are available as it was recorded by the Mughals and other 

kingdoms in the Deccan. However, the final phase of its extinction coincided with British colonial rule. The 

British added to the woes of the species by declaring a bounty for killing it in 1871. 

 The consistent and widespread capture of cheetahs from the wild (both male and female) over centuries, 

its reduced levels of genetic heterogeneity due to a historical genetic bottleneck resulting in reduced 

fecundity and high infant mortality in the wild, its inability to breed in captivity, ‘sport’ hunting and finally the 

bounty killings are the major reasons for the extinction of the Asiatic cheetah in India. 

 It is reported that the Mughal Emperor Akbar had kept 1,000 cheetahs in his menagerie and collected as 

many as 9,000 cats during his half century reign from 1556 to 1605. As late as 1799, Tipu Sultan of Mysore 

is reported to have had 16 cheetahs as part of his menagerie. 

 The cheetah numbers were fast depleting by the end of the 18th century even though their prey base and 

habitat survived till much later. It is recorded that the last cheetahs were shot in India in 1947, but there 

are credible reports of sightings of the cat till about 1967. 
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WHAT ARE THE CONSERVATION 

OBJECTIVES OF INTRODUCING AFRICAN 

CHEETAHS IN INDIA? IS IT A PRIORITY 

FOR INDIA? IS IT COST EFFECTIVE? 

 Based on the available evidence it is difficult to conclude 

that the decision to introduce the African cheetah in India 

is based on science. Science is being used as a 

legitimising tool for what seems to be a politically 

influenced conservation goal. This also in turn sidelines 

conservation priorities, an order of the Supreme Court, 

socio-economic constraints and academic rigour. The 

issue calls for an open and informed debate. 

 Eminent biologist and administrator T.N. Khoshoo, first 

secretary of the Department of Environment, spoke out 

strongly against the cheetah project in 1995. “The 

reintroduction project was discussed threadbare during 

Indira Gandhi's tenure and found to be an exercise in 

futility,” he said, pointing out that it was more important to conserve species that were still extant such as 

the lion and tiger, rather than trying to re-establish an extinct species that had little chance of surviving in 

a greatly transformed country. 

 Mr. Khoshoo’s views are in sync with the 2013 order of the Supreme Court which quashed plans to 

introduce African cheetahs in India and more specifically at Kuno national park in Madhya Pradesh. 

 The officially stated goal is: Establish viable cheetah metapopulation in India that allows the cheetah to 

perform its functional role as a top predator and to provide space for the expansion of the cheetah within 

its historical range thereby contributing to its global conservation efforts. 

 African cheetahs are not required to perform the role of the top predator in these habitats when the site 

(Kuno) that they have identified already has a resident population of leopards, transient tigers and is also 

the site for the translocation of Asiatic lions as ordered by the Supreme Court of India in 2013. In other 

open dry habitats in India there are species performing this role, e.g., wolf and caracal, both of which are 

highly endangered and need urgent conservation attention. Even the Government’s official estimate is 

expecting, at best only a few dozen cheetahs at a couple of sites (that too only after 15 years) which will 

require continuous and intensive management. Such a small number of cats at very few sites cannot meet 

the stated goal of performing its ecological function at any significant scale to have real on ground impact. 

Clearly, there are far more cost-effective, efficient, speedier and more inclusive ways to conserve 

grasslands and other open ecosystems of India. 

 Apart from establishing a cheetah population in India, the stated objectives include: To use the cheetah as 

a charismatic flagship and umbrella species to garner resources for restoring open forest and savanna 

systems that will benefit biodiversity and ecosystem services from these ecosystems. 

 Asiatic lions and a variety of species already found in these ecosystems can very well perform this role 

and more. If the government is serious about restoration and protection of these habitats, it first needs to 

remove grasslands from the category of wastelands and prevent further degradation, fragmentation and 

destruction of these habitats. Investing directly in science-based restoration and inclusive protection of 

these ecosystems will yield results much more quickly and sustainably than the introduction of African 

cheetahs. 
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 Another goal is to enhance India’s capacity to sequester carbon through ecosystem restoration activities 

in cheetah conservation areas and thereby contribute towards the global climate change mitigation goals. 

Experts contend that this objective does not require the introduction of African cheetahs, at a cost of ₹40 

crore, with the attendant risks of diseases which haven’t really been dealt with. 

WHAT IS THE CURRENT STATUS OF THIS PROJECT? WHAT ARE THE 

CHANCES OF IT SUCCEEDING? 

 According to the Government, Kuno is ready to receive the cheetahs. About a month ago a team of 

government officials visited Namibia to inspect the cheetahs that would be sent to India, review the 

arrangements and to reach an agreement for the transfer of the cats. It is being reported that Namibia 

wants India’s support for lifting the CITES ban on commercial trade of wildlife products, including ivory. 

The draft memorandum of understanding shared by Namibia reportedly contains a condition requiring India 

to support Namibia for “sustainable utilisation of wildlife”. Negotiations are currently underway to finalise 

the MoU and it is expected to be signed by the end of March. 

 The cheetahs are to be provided by the Cheetah Conservation Fund, an NGO, and not the Namibian 

government. Three to five cheetahs are expected to be part of the first group of cats and these are expected 

to arrive as early as May 2022 and released in the wild by August 15. 

 Given all the challenges, especially the lack of extensive areas extending in hundreds if not thousands of 

square kilometres with sufficient density of suitable prey, it is very unlikely that African cheetahs would 

ever establish themselves in India as a truly wild and self-perpetuating population. A likely unfortunate 

consequence of this initiative will be the diversion of scarce conservation resources, distraction from the 

real conservation priorities and a further delay in the translocation of lions to Kuno. 

JAPAN STILL HOPES INDIA WILL JOIN RCEP 

 Collaborations between the two countries may suffer if it stays out, says Kishida Cabinet official 

 Japan has still not given up hope that India might reconsider joining the Regional Comprehensive 

Economic Partnership (RCEP) from which it opted out in 2019, a senior Japanese official said, indicating 

that India-Japan collaborations in other countries may be impacted if India continues to stay out. 

 In particular, the official said that the RCEP “Rules of Origin” clause could also make it more difficult for 

products that have an Indian component to be sold easily among the 15-member grouping countries in 

future. 

 “RCEP will benefit the Indian economy with a better supply chain, especially with ASEAN countries,” 

Japan’s Cabinet Secretary for Public Affairs Noriyuki Shikata said in an interaction with journalists during 

the visit of Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida. 

 “India will be treated exceptionally as a founder member and if India is willing to negotiate its re -entry to 

RCEP, Japan would be happy to take a lead on that,” Mr. Shikata said, acknowledging, however, that the 

Modi government has not shown any interest in the process. 

 India and Japan signed a number of economic agreements and focused in particular on projects in India’s 

northeast region during the annual summit meeting. 

 The two leaders also set a target of five trillion yen in Japanese investment, including loans, foreign direct 

investment (FDI) and assistance for the next five years. 

 However, plans for joint collaborations in third countries, including using Indian-made components in 

products, could run into higher tariffs and barriers, Mr. Shikata explained. In particular, the RCEP includes 
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a “Rule of Origin” certification requirement that would given free trade access only to goods made in RCEP 

countries, which have pledged to eliminate tariffs on 91% of goods. 

LARGEST TRADE DEAL 

 The 15-nation RCEP, which is the world’s largest trade deal and includes China, Japan, South Korea, 

Australia and New Zealand and 10 members of the Association of South East Asian Nations (ASEAN), 

and represents about 30% of global GDP and population, came into force on January 1 this year. 

 India was a founding member at the negotiations that began in 2012, but Prime Minister Narendra Modi 

announced his government was walking out of the agreement in 2019, after being unable to resolve issues, 

mainly over concerns on dumping from China and allowing Indian services free access in the region. 

 Since then, Japan and Australia, two countries that continue to convene the trilateral trade dialogue they 

started during RCEP negotiations with India, have said that they would welcome India back to the 

agreement if it decides to re-join, which was accepted by the RCEP grouping as well. 

 According to Mr. Shikata, plans to review the India-Japan FTA signed in 2011, have not yet made any 

headway, nor has the government given any indications that it could review the 2019 decision to leave 

RCEP. 

INDIA HOPES TO PUT DOWN ROOTS IN ARCTIC 

1. Nation aspires to have a permanent presence with more research and satellite stations in the region 

 India aspires to have a permanent presence with more research and satellite ground stations in the Arctic 

region, suggests a perusal of its Arctic Policy document officially unveiled last week. 

 India now has a single station, Himadri, in Ny-Alesund, Svalbard, a Norwegian archipelago, where 

research personnel are usually present for 180 days. India is in the process of procuring an ice-breaker 

research vessel that can navigate the region. 

 Through its existing satellites, India aspires to capture more detailed images to “assist in the development 

of the Arctic region”. 

 Eight nations — Canada, Denmark, Finland, Norway, Iceland, Russia, Sweden and the United States — 

make up the Arctic Council. The region is home to about four million, a tenth of them being indigenous 

tribes. India has had a research base in the region since 2008 and also has two observatories. 

 Arctic weather influences the Indian monsoon and hence has been of interest to Indian researchers for 

decades. Climate change and the melting of ice caps imply changes to the Arctic weather. India has sent 

13 expeditions to the Arctic since 2007 and runs 23 active science projects. 

 Nearly 25 institutes and universities are currently involved in Arctic research in India and close to a hundred 

peer-reviewed papers have been published on Arctic issues since 2007, the Ministry of Science and 

Technology said in a statement. 

 India has the status of ‘Observer’ member — 12 other countries have such a status — in the Arctic Council 

and participates in several meetings that are mostly themed around research. Beyond science, India also 

expects business opportunities. 

“Explore opportunities for responsible exploration of natural resources and minerals in the Arctic... identify 

opportunities for investment in Arctic infrastructure such as offshore exploration, mining, ports, railways, 

information technology and airports. It also expects Indian private industry to invest in GET 
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THESE WRINKLES OUT OF THE SOUTH ASIAN 

TEXTILE STORY 

 the establishment and improvement of such infrastructure,” says the document. 

 Ensuring government support for financial incentives, upgrading technologies and reskilling labour are key 

challenges 

 

 South Asia became a major player in the global textiles and clothing market with the onset of the third 

wave of global production. Bangladesh joined the league in the 1980s, owing to the outbreak of the civil 

war in Sri Lanka. Supportive industrial policy was an instrumental factor in the 1990s, with zero duty on 

raw material and capital machinery, as access to global markets led to the industry’s boom. Bangladesh 

overtook India in exports in the past decade as Indian labour costs resulted in products becoming 20% 

more expensive. 

STANDING OF COUNTRIES 

 Lower production costs and free trade agreements with western buyers are what favour Bangladesh, which 

falls third in the line as a global exporter. The progress of India and Pakistan in readymade garments is 

recent when compared to their established presence in textiles. India holds a 4% share of the U.S.$840 

billion global textile and apparel market, and is in fifth position. India’s exports later witnessed a larger 

volume of business, following a 0.8% dip in 2019. Pakistan saw a 24.73% rise in textile exports (2021-22), 

bagging an amount of U.S.$10.933 billion. 

 India has been successful in developing backward links, with the aid of the Technical Upgradation Fund 

Scheme (TUFS), in the cotton and technical textiles industry. However, India is yet to move into man-made 

fibres as factories still operate in a seasonal fashion. Pakistan remains very focused on cotton products; it 

falls behind due to skilling and policy implementation issues. Bangladesh has been ahead of time in 

adopting technology. Bangladesh also concentrates on cotton products, specialising in the low-value and 

mid-market price segment. The country faces the challenge of high attrition and skilling which results in 

higher costs. Sri Lanka attained the most progress in ascending the value chain. Progress in training, 

quality control, product development and merchandising are attracting international brands to Sri Lanka. 

IN LEAP AHEAD, THE HURDLES 

 The Fourth Industrial Revolution (4IR) has been shifting focus from production machinery to integrating 

technology in the entire production life cycle. The production cycle incorporates all digital information and 

automation including robotics, artificial intelligence (AI), virtual reality, 3D printing, etc. Robotic automation 

exemplifies production efficiency, especially in areas such as cutting and colour accuracy. In the days 

ahead, comprehensive restructuring can be expected in systems’ adaptation to human and market needs. 

With change comes opportunities as well as challenges. The Asian Development Bank anticipates the 

challenges of job losses and disruption, inequality and political instability, concentration of market power 

by global giants and more vulnerability to cyberattacks. 

 India’s production centres are operational at near full capacity, with companies contemplating business 

and production capacity expansions. With a 7% unemployment rate, India faces the challenge of job 

creation in the wake of increased automation. The World Bank expects this trend to accelerate in the post-

COVID-19 market. The 4IR may result in unemployment or poor employment generation, primarily 
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affecting a low skill workforce. The integration of skilling and technological investments will play a vital role 

in phasing out obsolete jobs, and adapting to new ones. It is imperative to ensure living wages and ease 

of access to education. The market switched from ‘seasonal fashion’ to ‘fast fashion’, and later to ‘accurate 

fashion’, reducing lead time. Digitalisation and automation in areas such as design, prototyping, and 

production are key in order to stay abreast, and in controlling production quality and timely delivery. Quick 

transportation becomes important in costing control, as reshoring and near-shoring gain currency. While 

a transition may be easier for large factories, medium and small-scale entities may suffer. Adoption of new 

technology and automation is closely linked to in-product basket diversity creation too. 

ON SUSTAINABILITY 

 Sustainability is also an important consideration for foreign buyers. Bangladesh’s readymade garments 

initiated ‘green manufacturing’ practices to help conserve energy, water, and resources. Textile and 

apparel effluents account for 17%-20% of all water pollution. Many Indian players are focusing on input 

management over tailpipe management. Sustainable practices such as regenerative organic farming (that 

focuses on soil health, animal welfare, and social fairness), sustainable manufacturing energy (renewable 

sources of energy are used) and circularity are being adopted. The Indian government is also committed 

to promoting sustainability through project sustainable resolution. 

 Tax exemptions or reductions in imported technology, accessibility to f inancial incentives, maintaining 

political stability and establishing good trade relations are some of the fundamental forms of support the 

industry needs from governments. 

THE LABOUR LEAD 

 Access to affordable labour continues to be an advantage for the region. In addition, a country such as 

India with a very high number of scientists and engineers could lead, as is evident in the areas of drones, 

AI and blockchain. India’s potential lies in its resources, infrastructure, technology, demographic dividend 

and policy framework. The creation of a Centre for the Fourth Industrial Revolution is indicative of India’s 

intent. The U.S. trade war on China owing to human rights violations along with its economic bottlenecks, 

opens doors for India and Pakistan as they have strong production bases. Similar to China, India has a 

big supply — from raw material to garments. Bangladesh has also risen as a top exporter in a cost 

competitive global market. 

 Bangladesh’s investments in technology in the past decades are an added advantage. On gaining 

significant knowledge and advanced technologies over the last 30 years, it is in prime position. Bangladesh 

has envisioned the year 2041 for technological advancement, especially in ICT. Pakistan imported 

machinery (+77.5%) worth U.S.$504 million by the first half of 2019-2020. India’s proposed investments of 

US$1.4 billion and the establishment of all-in-one textile parks are expected to increase employment and 

ease of trade. India extended tax rebates in apparel export till 2024, with the twin goals of competitiveness 

and policy stability. Labour law reforms, additional incentives, income tax relaxations, duty reductions for 

man-made fibre, etc. are other notable moves. 

A MAP OUT 

 Cotton product dependency and a focus on only major export destinations may diminish the market scope 

for South Asia. Diversification with respect to technology, the product basket and the client base are to be 

noted. Adaptability in meeting the demands of man-made textiles, other complex products and services 

are also important. Newer approaches in the areas of compliance, transparency, occupational safety, 

sustainable production, etc. are inevitable changes in store for South Asia to sustain and grow business. 
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Reskilling and upskilling of the labour force should also be a priority for the region to stay aloft in the 

market. Finally, there is a need for governments’ proactive support in infrastructure, capital, liquidity and 

incentivisation. 

IMPORTANT MCQ 

1.The Indian Navy is building more capacity in the Indian Ocean to match and counter that 

of China. For this, the Navy has inducted 12 P81 maritime patrol aircraft from which 

country? 

A.Japan          B.USA      C.Australia      D. Russia 

ANS-B  

2.A recent study has indicated that habitats for the golden langur are declining. The 

population of the endangered primate is distributed between boundary areas of India and 

which neighbouring country? 

A.Myanmar      B.Pakistan           C.Nepal          D. Bhutan 

ANS-D 

3.Which Union Ministry has decided to observe a countdown to the International Yoga Day 

2022, which is on June 21? 

A.Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports       B.Ministry of Health and Family Welfare 

C.Ministry of Women and Child Development       D.Ministry of AYUSH 

ANS-D 

4.In 2020, India and which other country had proposed to the World Trade Organisation to 

remove Intellectual Property Rights restrictions on use of COVID vaccines, drugs and 

diagnostic devices? 

A.Japan           B.  Germany          C. South Africa              D.Russia 

5.Antarctic sea ice this year shrank to its lowest minimum extent since 1979, when satellite 

records began. What has the ice come down to? 

A.1.9 million square kms                         B.1.89 million square kms 

C.1.92 million square kms                          D.1.78 million square kms 

ANS-C 

6.Indian-origin physician Dr. Ashish Jha has been appointed as the COVID response chief 

of US President Joe Biden’s administration. Who will Dr. Jha be replacing? 
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A.Xavier Becerra         B.Jeffery D. Zients       C. Anthony Fauci         D.Sylvia M. Burwell 

7.Who bagged the Sportswoman of the Year award in the individual sports category, at the 

Sportstar Aces Awards 2022 held on Saturday? 

A.Mirabai Chanu         B.Lovlina Borgohain          C.Avani Lekhara       D. Anjali Bhagwat 

 

8.which statement is correct  

1. The World Happiness report is an annual report from the UN Sustainable 

Development Solution Network. 

2. India ranks 136th in the World Happiness Report 2022, 

3. Finland becomes the happiest country for the fifth consecutive year.  

4. The top five countries in the list are part of Europe 

A.Only-1             B.1&2&3                C. 1&3&4                D. all currect 

ANS-D 

9. Consider the following statement with reference to Regional Comprehensive Economic 

Partnership (RCEP) 

1. Recently RCEP agreement was signed without India joining. 

2. RCEP is a free trade agreement (FTA) between 10 members of The Association of 

Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) only. 

Select the correct option- 

a. 1 Only         b. 2 Only             c. 1 and 2 Both                d. None 

 

Answer: (A) 

 

Explanation: RCEP is a free trade agreement (FTA) between10 members of The Association 

of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN).Additional members of ASEAN +3 = China, Japan, 

South Korea Members with which ASEAN countries have FTA = Australia, New Zealand. 


