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INDO-PACIFIC SHOULD BE FREE OF CONFLICTS, 

SAYS MORRISON 

 Modi seeks cooperation among democracies of the region 

 Developments such as those in Ukraine should never happen in the Indo-Pacific region, Prime 

Minister Scott Morrison of Australia said on Monday. 

 Addressing the bilateral annual leaders’ meeting, Mr. Morrison argued for greater cooperation 

among “like-minded democracies”, and urged Prime Minister Narendra Modi to provide 

leadership within the Quad. In his address, Mr. Modi focused on the Indo-Pacific region, and 

called for “appropriate” global standards for emerging technologies. 

 “Our meeting today is, of course, set against a very distressing backdrop of the war in Europe 

which must never happen in our own region. While we are distressed by the terrible situation 

in Europe, our focus is always very much on what is occurring in the Indo-Pacific and ensuring 
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that those events could never occur here,” Mr. Morrison said thanking the Indian side for 

“partnership” with Australia. 

 The bilateral meeting is the first such interaction between the two leaders since the Russian 

invasion of Ukraine on February 24. Earlier, they had participated in the Quad meeting 

convened by U.S. President Joe Biden on March 3. 

PLANE WITH 132 ON BOARD CRASHES IN CHINA 

 The Boeing 737 flight suffered a sudden descent and crashed into a mountain 

 A China Eastern Airlines Boeing 737 with 132 people on board crashed in the hills of southern 

China on Monday. This is the country’s worst air tragedy in more than a decade. 

 The aircraft, according to authorities, was cruising at an altitude of 8,869 m with a speed of 845 

kmph before a steep and sudden descent a little over an hour after its take-off from the Kunming 

airport at 13.15 local time (10.45 a.m. IST). Loss of radar signal was reported at 14.21 (11.51 

a.m. IST) and flight MU5735 is reported to have crashed shortly after at 14.38 (12.08 p.m. IST), 

a little over halfway through its journey to Guangzhou, aviation authorities and Chinese media 

reports said. There were 123 passengers and nine crew on board. 

 Images from the site, in a mountainous part of southern Guangxi province, showed a forested 

hillside on fire and aircraft parts were strewn across the landscape. The plane crashed near a 

village in Teng county, near the city of Wuzhou in Guangxi. 

 The fire at the crash site had been put out by early evening, city officials said. 

INDIAN, U.S. OFFICIALS DISCUSS 2+2 

PREPARATIONS 

 U.S. official Victoria Nuland holds talks on regional issues with Shringla, to meet Jaishankar 

today 

 U.S. Under Secretary of State for Political Affairs Victoria Nuland met Foreign Secretary Harsh 

Shringla on Monday for Foreign Office consultations (FOC) that focused on preparations for 

the “2+2” Ministerial meetings likely to be held in Washington next month, ahead of an in-

person Quad summit due to be held in Tokyo later this year. 

 Ms. Nuland, who is on a visit to South Asia, arrived in Delhi from Dhaka, and will meet External 

Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar on Tuesday before travelling to Colombo. 

 “The FOC provided a valuable opportunity to discuss contemporary regional issues pertaining 

to South Asia, the Indo-Pacific region, West Asia, and the situation in Ukraine, among others,” 

said a statement released by the Ministry of External Affairs, adding that “Foreign Secretary 

Shringla and Under Secretary of State Nuland agreed to maintain regular dialogue and 

consultations on regional issues.” 

 Ms. Nuland is one of an unusually large number of visitors headed to New Delhi amid the 

continuing war in Ukraine. 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi has held two back-to-back summits, with Japanese PM Kishida 

on Saturday and a virtual summit with Australian Prime Minister Scott Morrison on Monday, 
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and the MEA has either hosted, or is preparing to host Foreign Ministers and delegations from 

Austria, Lithuania, Greece, Oman and the United Kingdom. 

SHIFTING POSITION 

 Next weekend, Mr. Modi is expected to host Israeli PM Naftali Bennet on Saturday, though the 

MEA has not made any comment on the visit. 

 Most of the visitors are believed to have discussed the issue in Ukraine, and in particular the 

need for India to shift its position, where the government has thus far refused to criticise 

Russia’s actions in Ukraine or join the sanctions against Russia. 

 In her previous role as Assistant Secretary of State for European and Eurasian Affairs, Ms. 

Nuland had, in tapes that appeared to have been leaked in 2014, spoken about U.S. 

involvement in Ukrainian politics. The U.S. government had subsequently acknowledged and 

apologised for the comments. In Ms. Nuland’s current role, she is part of the Biden 

administration team strategising on sanctions against Russia and has accused Russian 

President Putin of “trying to turn Ukraine into rubble”, expressed concerns about Russian 

troops trying to seize bio-research facilities in Ukraine and called for a “strategic defeat of 

President Putin” while testifying at a U.S. Senate Foreign relations committee hearing earlier 

this month. 

 However, neither side gave any details of the discussions on Ukraine held on Monday, and 

officials said the situation in Ukraine did not “overshadow” the Foreign Office Consultations, as 

they went through a very large number of bilateral and regional issues. 

 External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar and Defence Minister Rajnath Singh are due to visit the 

United States for the next round of 2+2 consultations with U.S. Secretary of State Antony 

Blinken and U.S. Defense Secretary Gen Lloyd Austin (retd.), that has been postponed for 

several months. 

PRESIDENT GIVES AWAY PADMA AWARDS 

Bipin Rawat, Ghulam Nabi Azad, and N. Chandrasekaran on honours list 

 India’s first Chief of Defence Staff, General Bipin Rawat, who died in a chopper crash in Tamil 

Nadu last year, Congress leader Ghulam Nabi Azad, Tata Sons chairman N. Chandrasekaran, 

former Comptroller and Auditor General Rajiv Mehrishi and the late Radheshyam Khemka were 

among 54 prominent personalities who were given the Padma awards by President Ram Nath 

Kovind on Monday. 

 General Rawat and Khemka, who headed the Gita Press that is well known for publishing 

Hindu religious literature, were given the Padma Vibhushan, the second-highest civilian award, 

posthumously at a civil investiture ceremony held at the Rashtrapati Bhavan. 

 The award for General Rawat was received by his daughters, while a close family member 

received it for Khemka. 

 Mr. Azad, Mr. Chandrasekaran, Mr. Mehrishi, Cyrus Poonawalla, founder of Serum Institute of 

India (SII) that manufactures the Covishield vaccine, para-athelete and javelin thrower 
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Devendra Jhajharia were among the eight people who were honoured with the Padma 

Bhushan, the third-highest civilian award. 

 Many of the Padma awardees were “unsung heroes”, including the 125-year-old yoga 

practitioner Swami Sivananda. The audience clapped as a barefoot Sivananda, dressed in a 

white kurta and dhoti, knelt before Prime Minister Narendra Modi, who promptly got up and 

bowed before him to return the greeting. 

 Among the dignitaries present were Vice-President M. Venkaiah Naidu and Union Home 

Minister Amit Shah. Since 2014, the Narendra Modi government has been honouring many 

“unsung heroes” who have been contributing to the fields of art, social work, public affairs, 

science and engineering, trade and industry, medicine, literature and education, sports and 

civil service, and others. 

 Announced on the eve of Republic Day and given by the President at ceremonial functions at 

the Rashtrapati Bhavan, this year has 128 awards, including two duo cases (in a duo case, the 

award is counted as one). The list of awardees comprises four Padma Vibhushan, 17 Padma 

Bhushan and 107 Padma Shri awards. While 34 of the awardees are women, the list includes 

10 persons from the NRI, PIO and OCI categories and 13 posthumous awardees. 

SRI LANKA TURNS TO CHINA FOR FURTHER $2.5 

BN ASSISTANCE 

 Debt restructuring in the works. says Chinese Ambassador 

 Sri Lanka has sought a new loan and buyer’s credit from China for $2.5 billion as the island 

nation struggles to cope with one of its worst economic meltdowns, a top Chinese official said, 

days after Colombo obtained a billion-dollar credit line from New Delhi. 

 China is considering a fresh request from Sri Lanka for a loan of $1 billion and a credit line of 

$1.5 billion, Chinese Ambassador to Sri Lanka Qi Zhenhong told a media conference on 

Monday. “This is in addition to the $2.8 billion assistance that China has extended to Sri Lanka 

since the outbreak of the pandemic,” he said. 

 Sri Lanka is battling an unprecedented economic crisis for months now. A forex crunch has left 

the country scrambling for dollars to import essentials items including fuel, food and medicines 

that are in short supply. The Rajapaksa government is in talks with the International Monetary 

Fund (IMF) for some relief, after initially resisting the idea. Colombo is also tapping bilateral 

loans from its partners, including New Delhi and Beijing. 

 Chinese assistance is being extended on “competitive terms”, Ambassador Qi said, adding 

China would “never take advantage of Sri Lanka” while helping the country in need, although 

sections within Sri Lanka remain sceptical of “more Chinese loans”. Especially after 2017, when 

Colombo leased its southern Hambantota port to China for 99 years, to converting its 

outstanding debt to China, into equity; and last year, when the Sri Lankan Parliament passed 

a controversial Bill on China-backed Port City . 

DEBT RESTRUCTURING 
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 Asked if China had taken a decision on President Gotabaya Rajapaksa’s request to restructure 

Chinese loans, during Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi’s visit to Colombo in January this 

year, the Ambassador said both sides “were negotiating” the matter. “The ultimate goal is to 

help Sri Lanka solve its problems, we are looking at different ways,” he said, without sharing 

specific details. 

 Further, the two countries are currently negotiating a Free Trade Agreement and its successful 

completion and signing will “open up” the Chinese market for Sri Lanka’s exports, the top 

Chinese official said. 

 Commenting on Sri Lanka’s reported suspension of Chinese energy projects in the three 

northern islands off Jaffna in Sri Lanka’s Northern Province, Mr. Qi expressed disappointment 

that they were “interrupted for unknown reasons”. 

 In January 2021, Sri Lanka’s Cabinet cleared a proposal for Chinese firm Sinosoar-Etechwin 

to install ‘hybrid renewable energy systems’ in Nainativu, Delft or Neduntheevu, and Analaitivu, 

located in the Palk Bay. The small islands are connected to the Jaffna peninsula by a ferry 

service managed mostly by the Sri Lankan Navy. 

 Following the announcement of the project, India raised concern over the Chinese projects’ 

proximity to India’s southern coastline and instead offered a grant to execute the same project. 

The project has not progressed since. Asked if it has been suspended or dropped, Mr. Qi said: 

“That is something you must ask Sri Lankan authorities. But interrupting a project won through 

a competitive bidding process does not send out a good message for foreign investors looking 

at Sri Lanka,” he said. 

 Meanwhile, China would continue supporting development of the Tamil people in the Northern 

Province, said the Ambassador, whose visit to Jaffna in December 2021 drew much attention 

in the media, especially in India. “The Tamil people expressed a very strong friendship towards 

China,” he said. 

OIL RISES PAST $114/BARREL AS EU MULLS 

RUSSIAN BAN 

Attack on Saudi refinery adds to jitters 

 Oil prices jumped more than $6 on Monday, with Brent crude climbing above $114 a barrel, as 

European Union nations considered joining the U.S. in a Russian oil embargo and after a 

weekend attack on Saudi oil facilities. 

 Brent crude futures were up $6.52, or 6%, at $114.45 a barrel by 1442 GMT, adding to a 1.2% 

rise on Friday. 

 Prices moved higher ahead of talks this week between European Union governments and U.S. 

President Joe Biden in a series of summits that aim to harden the West’s response to Moscow 

over its invasion of Ukraine. EU governments will consider whether to impose an oil embargo 

on Russia. 

 On Monday, Ukraine’s deputy PM Iryna Vershchuk said there was no chance the country’s 

forces would surrender in the besieged city of Mariupol. 
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 “Optimism is seeping away about progress in talks to achieve a ceasefire... that’s sent the price 

of oil on the march upwards,” Susannah Streeter, senior markets analyst at asset manager 

Hargreaves Lansdown, said. 

 Sri Lanka’s aggravating economic crisisWhy did the island nation reach this point? How has 

India extended support and assistance to its neighbour? 

 The story so far: Sri Lanka’s economic crisis is aggravating rapidly, putting citizens through 

enormous hardship. Over the weekend, at least two senior citizens died while waiting in long 

queues to buy fuel; the price of cooking gas spiked to LKR 4,199 (roughly ₹1,150), the price of 

the widely used milk powder shot up by LKR 600 a kg, and authorities were forced to cancel 

school examinations for millions of students, due to a shortage of paper. 

WHY ARE PRICES SOARING AND WHY IS THERE A SHORTAGE? 

 Sri Lanka is in the grips of one of its worst economic meltdowns in history. The first wave of the 

pandemic in 2020 offered early and sure signs of the distress — when thousands of Sri Lankan 

labourers in West Asian countries were left stranded and returned jobless; garment factories 

and tea estates in Sri Lanka could not function, as infections raged in clusters, and thousands 

of youth lost their jobs in cities as establishments abruptly sacked them or shut down. It meant 

that all key foreign exchange earning sectors, such as exports and remittances, along with 

tourism, were brutally hit. 

 The lack of a comprehensive strategy to respond to the crisis then, coupled with certain policy 

decisions last year — including the government’s abrupt switch to organic farming —widely 

deemed “ill-advised”, further aggravated the problem. In August last year, the government 

declared emergency regulations for the distribution of essential food items, amid wide import 

restrictions to save dollars which in turn led to consequent market irregularities, and reported 

hoarding. 

 Fears of a sovereign default rose by the end of 2021, with the country’s foreign reserves 

plummeting to $1.6 billion, and deadlines for repaying external loans looming. But Sri Lanka 

managed to keep its unblemished foreign debt servicing record. All the same, without enough 

dollars to import essentials such as food, fuel, and medicines, the year 2022 began on a rather 

challenging note, marked by further shortages and an economic upheaval. 

WHAT IS HAPPENING ON THE GROUND? 

 At the macro-economic level, all indicators are worrisome. The Sri Lankan rupee, that 

authorities floated this month, has fallen to nearly 265 against the U.S. dollar. Consumer Price 

inflation is at 16.8% and foreign reserves stood at $2.31 billion at the end of February. Sri Lanka 

must repay foreign debt totalling nearly $7 billion this year and continue importing essentials 

from its dwindling dollar account. In a recent address to the country, President Rajapaksa said 

Sri Lanka will incur an import bill of $22 billion this year, resulting in a trade deficit of $10 billion. 

 For citizens, this means long waits in queues for fuel, a shortage of cooking gas, contending 

with prolonged power cuts in many localities and struggles to find medicines for patients. In 

families of working people, the crisis is translating to cutting down on milk for children, eating 

fewer meals, or going to bed hungry. 
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IS THERE RESISTANCE? 

 Yes, both citizens and different segments of the political opposition are taking to the streets, 

demanding that President Rajapaksa go home. Many media houses are criticising the 

government, while social media pages are rife with memes and sharp commentary on the 

Rajapaksas. 

WHAT IS THE GOVERNMENT’S RESPONSE? 

 “This crisis was not created by me,” President Rajapaksa has said, pointing to challenges that 

arose due to the pandemic. Despite many economists putting forward support from the 

International Monetary Fund (IMF) as the “only option” for the government, the establishment 

was reluctant until recently when mounting protests and criticism forced the government into a 

policy U-turn. The government is now in talks with the IMF to “to find a way to pay off our annual 

loan instalments, sovereign bonds”, Mr. Rajapaksa said. It remains to be seen how the IMF will 

support Sri Lanka at this juncture, and to what extent its support might help the country cope 

with the crisis. Colombo has also sought support from various bilateral partners, including India, 

by way of loans, currency swaps, and credit lines for import of essentials. 

HOW IS INDIA HELPING? 

 Beginning January 2022, India has extended assistance totalling $ 2.4 billion — including an 

$400 million RBI currency swap, a $500 million loan deferment, and credit lines for importing 

food, fuel, and medicines. Of this, a billion-dollar credit line was finalised last week, during 

Finance Minister Basil Rajapaksa’s visit to New Delhi. “Neighbourhood first. India stands with 

Sri Lanka. $1 billion credit line signed for supply of essential commodities. Key element of the 

package of support extended by India,” External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar said in a tweet.  

 Meanwhile, China is considering Sri Lanka's recent request for further $2.5 billion assistance, 

in addition to the $2.8 billion Beijing has extended since the outbreak of the pandemic, the 

Chinese Ambassador in Colombo told a media conference. 

HOW IS INDIA’S ASSISTANCE BEING VIEWED IN SRI LANKA? 

 The leadership has thanked India for the timely assistance, but there is growing scepticism in 

Sri Lankan media and some sections, over Indian assistance “being tied” to New Delhi inking 

key infrastructure projects in the island nation in the recent past — mainly the strategic 

Trincomalee Oil Tank Farm project; the National Thermal Power Corporation’s recent 

agreement with Ceylon Electricity Board to set up a solar power plant in Sampur, in Sri Lanka’s 

eastern Trincomalee district; and two renewable energy projects in northern Sri Lanka, with 

investment from India’s Adani Group. 

 The weekend newspaper Sunday Times took an editorial position that New Delhi was resorting 

to “diplomatic blackmail”, while cartoonists have depicted Sri Lankan leaders trading crucial 

energy projects for emergency financial assistance from India. The political opposition has 

accused the Adani Group of entering Sri Lanka through the “back door”, avoiding competitive 

bids and due process. 
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REALISING THE POTENTIAL OF ‘MAITRI’ AND 

‘MATESHIP’ 

 Deepening investments in Australia-India strategic, economic, and community ties highlight 

their stronger relationship 

 Australia is celebrating India’s 75 years of Independence by making the largest single 

investment in our bilateral relationship. 

 We do so because Australia and India share a long and special relationship, one we are now 

working together to make even stronger. 

DEEP HISTORIES 

 We are natural partners because we are each ancient and modern countries and cultures, 

vibrant and full of energy and optimism. 

 Australia recognises the depth and diversity of India’s magnificent culture. We know the 

importance of connection to history. 

 Like India, Australia’s story stretches back tens of thousands of years. Australia’s Indigenous 

peoples are custodians of the oldest continuing civilisation in the world: which is why the 

Australian government was delighted to return 29 culturally significant artefacts to the people 

of India this month. 

 Even our words for friendship have a similar ring: India says maitri, Australians say mateship. 

Both stand for respect, understanding and equality. Friends looking out for each other. 

 That is the warm friendship shared between our Prime Ministers, The Hon Shri Narendra Modi 

and The Hon Scott Morrison MP. 

 On March 21, the two Prime Ministers held their Virtual Summit and took stock of the 

remarkable pace we are implementing the Australia-India Comprehensive Strategic 

Partnership. To drive closer cooperation and regularly review relations, the Prime Ministers 

also established an Annual Summit mechanism. 

 Since we elevated our relationship in 2020, we have advanced practical actions on cyber and 

critical technologies, maritime affairs, defence ties, economic and business links and 

Quadrilateral cooperation. 

 The Virtual Summit marked another milestone as our prime ministers announced a range of 

tangible and practical initiatives spanning the breadth of our shared economic, strategic, and 

regional interests. 

 These initiatives are an investment into the promise and potential of our nations. They address 

the most pressing challenges and opportunities of our time. 

 Because when it comes to friendship, we know actions speak louder than words. 

 Together, we are harnessing the technology, the talent, and the trading spirit of our people to 

deliver resilience, prosperity, and security. 

 Together, we are focused on the future. 
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TECHNOLOGY AND RESEARCH 

 We are working on a new and renewable energy partnership, to support the development of 

technologies such as green hydrogen and ultra-low cost solar. We are also supporting research 

and investment to unlock Australian critical minerals for Indian advanced manufacturing. 

 We will boost collaboration on innovation, science and entrepreneurship, to scale up ideas that 

address global challenges. 

 We are also increasing investments into our countries’ rapidly growing space sectors. 

 And we are establishing the Australia-India Centre of Excellence for Critical and Emerging 

Technology Policy — and a Consulate-General — in Bengaluru. 

 Our governments know that resilience relies on strong economies. 

 We have made significant inroads on negotiations on a deal that will open new two-way trade 

and investment opportunities, build more secure supply chains, and unlock our complementary 

economies, increasing the flow of goods, services and people. 

FOCUS ON STUDENTS 

 We are investing in India’s talented young people through our new Future Skills Initiative 

between education and training providers and industry. 

 This complements the Australian government’s significant new Maitri scholarships and 

fellowships, giving Indian students and researchers the chance to experience Australia’s world 

class education system. 

 Australians value highly the Indian diaspora and student contributions to our community — 

whether economic, social, or cultural. 

 Prime Minister Morrison announced a dedicated Centre for Australia-India Relations to deepen 

that friendship between our communities. 

 Australia and India are also working to ensure a peaceful and stable region. 

 We are each committed to a free and open Indo-Pacific. We are advancing our cooperation all 

the way from the Indian Ocean to the Pacific Islands. 

 Last month we announced initiatives to enhance Australia’s engagement in the Northeast 

Indian Ocean in support of India’s natural leadership. 

 In our defence relationship, we are enhancing information sharing and operational cooperation. 

 Such arrangements also help us continue delivering quality humanitarian support to the region, 

seen recently when India helped Australia’s Pacific family, Tonga and Kiribati. 

 Finally, Australia was saddened at the tragic loss of Chief of Defence Staff General Bipin Rawat 

last year. Our governments are recognising his contributions by announcing an Australia-India 

Young Defence Officer Exchange Program named in his honour. 

 These investments in our strategic, economic, and community ties show what we can achieve 

when two multicultural democracies join in a spirit of trust and understanding. 

 Australia knows that in India we have a natural partner who will help build a region where every 

nation can prosper.I hope India sees a similar friend in Australia.We are closer than ever and 

our transformational commitments and collaborations will continue to bring us together. We are 

realising the potential of our maitri and mateship. 
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IMPOTANT MCQ 

1.Which of the following was included in the Spirit of Quad statement released by member 

countries? 

i) Shared vision for a Free and Open Indo-Pacific 

ii) Vision for rules-based maritime order in the East and South China Sea 

A.Only I          B. Only ii            C.Both i and ii             D.None of the above  

Ans. C-Explanation: In a joint statement in March 2021, "The Spirit of the Quad," the Quad 

members described "a shared vision for a Free and Open Indo-Pacific," and a "rules-based 

maritime order in the East and South China Seas 

2.Which countries are divided by the nine dash line? 

A.People's Republic of China and PRC Taiwan                  B.Afghanistan and Pakistan 

C.Afghanistan and Iran                                                        D. India and Myanmar 

Ans. A-Explanation: The nine-dash line refers to the demarcation line used by the People's 

Republic of China (China) and the Republic of China (Taiwan) claiming their parts of South 

China Sea.  

 

3.Consider the following statements with reference to 2+2 Ministerial dialogue: 

us 

1. India has a 2+2 dialogue with all its Brazil, Russia, India, China, and South Africa (BRICS) 

members. 

2. India also has a 2+2 dialogue with all its Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (QUAD) partners 

Which of the following statements is/ are correct? 

a) 1 only            b) 2 only           c) Both  1 and 2           d) Neither lnor 2 

 

Correct Answer is: B 

• Statement lis incorrect: India does not have a 2+ 2 dialogue mechanism between China, 

South Africa thus it does not have a dialogue with all BRICS members 
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Statement 2 is correct: India holds such talks with Australia, Japan, the United States which 

are Quad members, and thus all such members are in such dialogue with india 

 

4.Boeing company belongs to which country 

A- China        B   india             c. Japan   D   usa  

Ans-d  

 

5- How many Padma Awards are announced in the year 2022? 

A. 202            B. 165          C. 128        D. 107 

Ans: C-Explanation: The Government of India announced a total of 128 Padma Awards in 2022. 

The list comprises 4 Padma Vibhushan, 17 Padma Bhushan and 107 Padma Shri Awards. 

 

6- Which of these statement(s) is/are true about Padma Awards: 

(i) Padma Awards are one of the highest civilian Awards of India. 

(ii) Padma Awards are not conferred by the President of India.  

(iii) Padma Awards are presented to the recipients at ceremonial functions held at Rashtrapati 

Bhawan. 

(iv) Padma Awards are given in three categories-- Padma Vibhushan, Padma Bhushan and 

Padma Shri.  

Choose the correct option: 

A. Both (ii) and (iii)                B. Only (i), (iii), and (iv)      C. Only (iv)       D. All of the above 

 

Ans: B--Explanation: Padma Awards are among the highest civilian awards of India which are 

conferred by the Indian President at ceremonial functions held at Rashtrapati Bhawan in three 

fields-- Padma Vibhushan, Padma Bhushan and Padma Shri. 

 

7- How many transgender awardee(s) will be conferred the Padma Awards 2022? 

A. 7           B. 6             C. 3             D. 0 
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Ans: D--Explanation: The Padma Awards 2022 announced by the Government of India doesn't 

include a transgender awardee. In 2021, Matha B. Manjamma Jogati was the only transgender 

awardee.  

 

8- How many posthumous Padma Awards have been announced this year? 

A. 12          B. 13           C. 8            D. 9 

 

Ans: B-Explanation: 13 people will be conferred Padma Awards 2022 posthumously.  

6- Which among the following is the highest Padma award in India? 

A. Padma Vibhushan                                        B. Padma Bhushan 

C. Padma Shri                                                    D. Bharat Ratna 

Ans: A-Explanation: Padma Vibhushan is the highest Padma Award in India, followed by 

Padma Bhushan, and Padma Shri.  

 

9- How many people from the category of Foreigners/NRI/PIO/OCI will be presented with 

Padma Awards 2022? 

A. 10             B. 12             C. 6          D. 14 

 

Ans: A-Explanation: 10 Padma Awardees 2022 are from the category of 

Foreigners/NRI/PIO/OCI. 

 

10- Match the following: 

(a) Padma Shri            (i) Awarded for exceptional and distinguished service 

(b) Padma Vibhushan (ii) Awarded for distinguished service in any field. 

(c) Padma Bhushan (iii) Awarded for exceptional service/performance of the highest order 

in any field of human endeavour. 

(d) Bharat Ratna             (iv) Awarded for distinguished service of a high order. 

Choose the correct code: 

A. a-iv, b-ii, c-iii, d-I                                              B. a-iii, b-iv, c-ii, d-i 
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C. a-ii, b-i, c-iv, d-iii                                              D. a-i, b-iii, c-ii, d-iv 

Ans:  C--Explanation:  

1- Bharat Ratna-  Awarded for exceptional service/performance of the highest order in any 

field of human endeavour. 

2-  Padma Vibhushan- Awarded for exceptional and distinguished service. 

3- 3- Padma Bhushan- Awarded for distinguished service of a high order. 

4- 4- Padma Shri- Awarded for distinguished service in any field. 

9- How many Padma Awards 2022 will be conferred to women? 

A. 34                  B. 10           C. 13           D. 8 

Ans: A--Explanation: A total of 34 Padma Awards will be awarded to women this year. 

11-  When were Padma awards instituted? 

A. 1947              B. 1948          C. 1954        D. 1960 

Ans: C 


