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GOVT. RAISES MINIMUM SUPPORT PRICE FOR JUTE‘ 

New MSP ₹250 higher over last year’ 

 The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs on Tuesday approved the Minimum Support 

Price (MSP) for raw jute for the 2022-2023 season. 

 According to an official release, the MSP of raw jute (TDN3 equivalent to TD5 grade) has 

been fixed at ₹4,750 a quintal for 2022-2023 season, which is ₹250 higher than the previous 

season. “This would ensure a return of 60.5% over All India weighted average cost of 

production,” the government said. 

 The announced price is in line with the principle of fixing the MSP at a level of at least 1.5 

times of the all-India weighted average cost of production as announced in the FY19 Budget 

and is based on the recommendations of the Commission for Agricultural Costs and Prices. 

It assures a minimum of 50% as margin of profit, the government added. 

MINIMUM SUPPORT PRICE 

 Minimum Support Price (MSP) is a form of market intervention by the Government of India 

to insure agricultural producers against any sharp fall in farm prices. The minimum support 

prices are announced by the Government of India at the beginning of the sowing season for 

certain crops on the basis of the recommendations of the Commission for Agricultural Costs 
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and Prices (CACP). MSP is price fixed by Government of India to protect the producer - 

farmers - against excessive fall in price during bumper production years. The minimum 

support prices are a guarantee price for their produce from the Government. The major 

objectives are to support the farmers from distress sales and to procure food grains for 

public distribution. In case the market price for the commodity falls below the announced 

minimum price due to bumper production and glut in the market, government agencies 

purchase the entire quantity offered by the farmers at the announced minimum price. 

HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE OF MSP 

 The Price Support Policy of the Government is directed at providing insurance to agricultural 

producers against any sharp fall in farm prices. The minimum guaranteed prices are fixed 

to set a floor below which market prices cannot fall. Till the mid 1970s, Government 

announced two types of administered prices : 

 Minimum Support Prices (MSP) 

 Procurement Prices 

 The MSPs served as the floor prices and were fixed by the Government in the nature of a 

long-term guarantee for investment decisions of producers, with the assurance that prices 

of their commodities would not be allowed to fall below the level fixed by the Government, 

even in the case of a bumper crop. Procurement prices were the prices of kharif and rabi 

cereals at which the grain was to be domestically procured by public agencies (like the FCI) 

for release through PDS. It was announced soon after harvest began. Normally 

procurement price was lower than the open market price and higher than the MSP. This 

policy of two official prices being announced continued with some variation upto 1973-74, 

in the case of paddy. In the case of wheat it was discontinued in 1969 and then revived in 

1974-75 for one year only. Since there were too many demands for stepping up the MSP, 

in 1975-76, the present system was evolved in which only one set of prices was announced 

for paddy (and other kharif crops) and wheat being procured for buffer stock operations. 

DETERMINATION OF MSP 

 In formulating the recommendations in respect of the level of minimum support prices and 

other non-price measures, the Commission takes into account, apart from a comprehensive 

view of the entire structure of the economy of a particular commodity or group of 

commodities, the following factors:- 

a. Cost of production 

b. Changes in input prices 

c. Input-output price parity 

d. Trends in market prices 

e. Demand and supply 

f. Inter-crop price parity 

g. Effect on industrial cost structure 

h. Effect on cost of living 

i. Effect on general price level  

j. International price situation 
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k. Parity between prices paid and prices received by the farmers. 

l. Effect on issue prices and implications for subsidy 

 The Commission makes use of both micro-level data and aggregates at the level of district, 

state and the country. The information/data used by the Commission, inter-alia include the 

following :- 

 Cost of cultivation per hectare and structure of costs in various regions of the country and 

changes there in; 

 Cost of production per quintal in various regions of the country and changes therein; 

 Prices of various inputs and changes therein; 

 Market prices of products and changes therein; 

 Prices of commodities sold by the farmers and of those purchased by them and changes 

therein; 

 Supply related information - area, yield and production, imports, exports and domestic 

availability and stocks with the Government/public agencies or industry; 

 Demand related information - total and per capita consumption, trends and capacity of the 

processing industry; 

 Prices in the international market and changes therein, demand and supply situation in the 

world market; 

 Prices of the derivatives of the farm products such as sugar, jaggery, jute goods, edible/non-

edible oils and cotton yarn and changes therein; 

 Cost of processing of agricultural products and changes therein; 

 Cost of marketing - storage, transportation, processing, marketing services, taxes/fees and 

margins retained by market functionaries; and 

 Macro-economic variables such as general level of prices, consumer price indices and 

those reflecting monetary and fiscal factors. 

 The increase in MSP for Kharif Crops is in line with the Union Budget 2018-19 

announcement of fixing the MSPs at a level of at least 1.5 times of the All-India weighted 

average Cost of Production (CoP), aiming at reasonably fair remuneration for the farmers. 

 

PRICING POLICY FOR SUGARCANE 

 The pricing of sugarcane is governed by the statutory provisions of the Sugarcane (Control) 

Order, 1966 issued under the Essential Commodities Act (ECA), 1955. Prior to 2009-10 

sugar season, the Central Government was fixing the Statutory Minimum Price (SMP) of 

sugarcane and farmers were entitled to share profits of a sugar mill on 50:50 basis. As this 

sharing of profits remained virtually unimplemented, the Sugarcane (Control) Order, 1966 

was amended in October, 2009 and the concept of SMP was replaced by the Fair and 

Remunerative Price (FRP) of sugarcane. A new clause ‘reasonable margins for growers of 

sugarcane on account of risk and profits’ was inserted as an additional factor for working 

out FRP and this was made effective from the 2009-10 sugar season. Accordingly, the 

CACP is required to pay due regard to the statutory factors listed in the Control Order, which 

are 
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 the cost of production of sugarcane; 

 the return to the grower from alternative crops and the general trend of prices of agricultural 

commodities; 

 the availability of sugar to the consumers at a fair price; 

 the price of sugar; 

 the recovery rate of sugar from sugarcane; 

 the realization made from sale of by-products viz. molasses, bagasse and press mud or 

their imputed value (inserted in December, 2008) and; 

 reasonable margins for growers of sugarcane on account of risk and profits (inserted in 

October, 2009). 

 States also announce a price called the State Advisory Price (SAP), which is usually 

higher than the SMP. 

CROPS COVERED 

Government announces minimum support prices (MSPs) for 22 mandated crops and fair 

and remunerative price (FRP) for sugarcane. The mandated crops are 14 crops of the kharif 

season, 6 rabi crops and two other commercial crops. In addition, the MSPs of toria and de-

husked coconut are fixed on the basis of the MSPs of rapeseed/mustard and copra, 

respectively. The list of crops are as follows. 

 Cereals (7) - paddy, wheat, barley, jowar, bajra, maize and ragi 

 Pulses (5) - gram, arhar/tur, moong, urad and lentil 

 Oilseeds (8) - groundnut, rapeseed/mustard, toria, soyabean, sunflower seed, sesamum, 

safflower seed and nigerseed 

 Raw cotton 

 Raw jute 

 Copra 

 De-husked coconut 

 Sugarcane (Fair and remunerative price) 

 Virginia flu cured (VFC) tobacco 

 

BIDEN FLAGS INDIA’S ‘SHAKY’ RESPONSE TO PUTIN’S 

ACTIONS‘ 

NATO, Pacific presented a united front’ 

 U.S. President Joe Biden said that of the Quad countries, India’s response to Russian 

President Vladimir Putin’s aggression — i.e., Russia’s ongoing invasion of Ukraine — had 

been “somewhat shaky”. 
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 In response to his aggression, there has been — we presented a united front throughout 

NATO and in the Pacific,“ Mr. Biden told a group of business leaders in Washington on 

Tuesday. 

 “The Quad is — with the possible exception of India being somewhat shaky on some of 

this... but Japan has been extremely strong, so has Australia, in terms of dealing with Putin’s 

aggression. We presented a united front throughout NATO and the Pacific,“ he said. 

 Mr. Biden will travel to Brussels on Wednesday for summit level meetings with allies and 

partners at NATO, the G7 and the European Council. 

 He will also have bilateral discussions with his Polish counterpart Andrej Duda in Warsaw 

on Saturday. Poland has seen a large inflow of Ukrainian refugees since the war began. 

 India is among a small minority of countries that has not called out Moscow for its attack on 

Ukraine which began on February 24. 

 The Biden administration had said, soon after the invasion began, that it hoped those 

countries with stronger ties to Moscow than the U.S. would leverage their relationship in a 

“constructive way”, and New Delhi has repeatedly highlighted the fact that Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi has been on the phone with the leaders of Ukraine and Russia. 

 However, weeks into the attack, pressure has mounted for India to take a stronger stand 

against Mr. Putin. 

 

ANTI-CONVERSION BILL CLEARED AMID OPPN. 

WALKOUT IN HARYANA 

 The Haryana Assembly on Tuesday passed the Haryana Prevention of Unlawful 

Conversion of Religion Bill, 2022, even as Congress lawmakers opposed the Bill and staged 

a walkout from the House. 

 Chief Minister Manohar Lal said the Bill was aimed at instilling fear among those who 

commit crimes. A person can change religion as per their own free will, but it will not be 

allowed to happen to anyone forcibly, he said. 

 “Action will be taken against such people if they convert by deceit or by giving any kind of 

greed. The purpose of this Bill is to control forced religious conversion,” he said. 

 The Chief Minister said 127 FIRs against religious conversion were registered in six districts 

over the last four years. He said such cases of conversion have been witnessed in 

Yamunanagar, Panipat, Gurugram, Palwal and Faridabad districts, and hence, the Bill has 

been introduced. 

 

THE NATIONAL LAND MONETISATION CORPORATION 

Why has the NLMC been set up by the Union government? How will it generate revenue 

and employment? 
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 The story so far: The Union Cabinet on March 9 approved the creation of the National Land 

Monetisation Corporation (NLMC), the Special Purpose Vehicle (SPV) that Finance Minister 

Nirmala Sitharaman had announced in the Union Budget 2021-22, to carry out monetisation 

of government and surplus land holdings of public sector undertakings (PSU). 

 WHAT IS THE NLMC AND WHAT WILL IT DO?  

 The National Land Monetisation Corporation will be a firm, fully owned by the government, 

to carry out the monetisation of government and public sector assets in the form of surplus, 

unused or underused land assets. It will fall under the administrative jurisdiction of the 

Ministry of Finance and will be set up with an initial authorised share capital of ₹5,000 crore 

and a paid-up capital of ₹150 crore. 

 Apart from monetising underutilised or unused land parcels of Central Public Sector 

Enterprises (CPSEs), the Corporation will also facilitate the monetisation of assets 

belonging to PSUs that have ceased operations or are in line for a strategic disinvestment, 

with the aim of unlocking the value of these land holdings. 

 The surplus land and building assets of such enterprises are expected to be transferred to 

the NLMC, which will then hold, manage and monetise them. 

 According to an official statement released after a recent Cabinet meeting chaired by Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi, the setting of the NLMC “will speed up the closure process of the 

CPSEs and smoothen the strategic disinvestment process.” 

 The statement said it “will also enable productive utilisation of these under-utilised assets” 

by setting in motion private sector investments, new economic activities such as 

industrialisation, boosting the local economy by generating employment and generating 

financial resources for potential economic and social infrastructure. 

 Besides managing and monetising, the NLMC will act as an advisory body and support 

other government entities and CPSEs in identifying their surplus non-core assets and 

monetising them in an efficient and professional manner, maximising the scope of value 

realisation. 

WHAT DOES MONETISATION MEAN? 

 When the government monetises its assets, it essentially means that it is transferring the 

revenue rights of the asset (could be idle land, infrastructure, PSU) to a private player for a 

specified period of time. In such a transaction, the government gets in return an upfront 

payment from the private entity, regular share of the revenue generated from the asset, a 

promise of steady investment into the asset, and the title rights to the monetised asset. 

 There are multiple ways to monetise government assets; in the case of land monetisation 

of certain spaces like offices, it can be done through a Real Estate Investment Trust (REIT) 

— a company that owns and operates a land asset and sometimes, funds income-producing 

real estate. Assets of the government can also be monetised through the Public Private 

Partnerships (PPP) model. 

 There are different reasons why the government monetises its assets. One of them is to 

create new sources of revenue. The economy has already been hit due to the coronavirus 
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pandemic and revenues are essential to fulfil the Narendra Modi government’s target of 

achieving a $5 trillion economy. 

 Monetisation is also done to unlock the potential of unused or underused assets by involving 

institutional investors or private players. 

 Thirdly, it is also done to generate resources or capital for future asset creation, such as 

using the money generated from monetisation to create new infrastructure projects. 

HOW WILL THE NLMC FUNCTION?  

 The firm will hire professionals from the private sector with a merit based approach, similar 

to other specialised government companies like the National investment and infrastructure 

Fund (NIIF) and Invest India. This is because asset monetisation of real estate requires 

expertise in valuation of property, market research, investment banking, land management, 

legal diligence and other related skill sets. 

 The NLMC will undertake monetisation as an agency function and is expected to act as a 

directory of best practices in land monetisation. 

HOW MUCH LAND IS CURRENTLY AVAILABLE FOR MONETISATION?  

 According to the Economic Survey 2021-2022, as of now, CPSEs have put nearly 3,400 

acres of land on the table for potential monetisation. They have referred this land to the 

Department of Investment and Public Asset Management (DIPAM). 

 As per the survey, monetisation of non-core assets of PSUs such as MTNL, BSNL, BPCL, 

B&R, BEML, HMT Ltd, Instrumentation Ltd etc are at different stages. In March 2020, for 

instance, BSNL had identified a total of ₹24,980 crore worth of properties for monetisation. 

The Railways and Defence Ministries, meanwhile, have the largest amount of government 

land in the country. The Railways have over 11 lakh acres of land available out of which 

1.25 lakh acres is vacant. The Defence Ministry has in its possession 17.95 lakh acres of 

land. Out of this, around 1.6 lakh acres fall inside the 62 military cantonments while over 16 

lakh acres are outside the cantonment boundaries. 

WHAT ARE THE POSSIBLE CHALLENGES FOR NLMC? 

 The performance and productivity of the NLMC will also depend on the government’s 

performance on its disinvestment targets. In FY 2021-22, the government has just been 

able to raise ₹12,423.67 crore so far through various forms of disinvestment. In the budget 

2021-22, the government had initially set a disinvestment target of ₹1.75 lakh crore which 

was later brought down to ₹78,000 crore. The Life Insurance Corporation IPO, which was 

supposed to raise ₹60,000 crore is now shrouded in uncertainty owing to the Russia-

Ukraine crisis making stock markets volatile. If the IPO does not hit the markets by the end 

of March, the government would be missing its disinvestment targets by a wide margin. 

 The procedure to find a bidder for state-owned carrier Air India also took a considerable 

amount of time and negotiations before the Tata Group came in. 

 Besides, the process of asset monetisation does not end when the government transfers 

revenue rights to private players, identifying profitable revenue streams for the monetised 
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land assets, ensuring adequate investment by the private player and setting up a dispute-

resolution mechanism are also important tasks. Posing as another potential challenge 

would be the use of Public Private Partnerships (PPPs) as a monetisation model. For 

instance, the results of the Centre’s PPP initiative launched in 2020 for the Railways were 

not encouraging. 

 It had invited private parties to run 150 trains of the Indian Railways but when bids were 

thrown open, nine clusters of trains saw no bidders while there were only two interested 

bidders for three clusters. Even for these three clusters, IRCTC — the Railways’ own firm, 

was the single serious bidder. The presence of just a few serious bidders would also give 

rise to the possibility of a less competitive space, meaning a few private entities might create 

a monopoly or duopoly in operating surplus government land. For instance, questions were 

raised when the government removed the cap on the number of airports a single entity could 

bid for, resulting in the Adani Group taking possession of six city airports for ₹2,440 crore 

from the Airports Authority of India. 

 

UNDERSTANDING HYPERSONIC WEAPONS 

How are these manoeuvrable weapons different from traditional missiles? Does India have 

a hypersonic weapons system? 

 The story so far: On Saturday, the Russian Defence Ministry spokesperson Major General 

Igor Konashenkov said the “Kinzhal aviation missile system with hypersonic aeroballistic 

missiles destroyed a large underground warehouse containing missiles and aviation 

ammunition in the village of Deliatyn in the Ivano-Frankivsk region.” On Monday, U.S. 

President Joe Biden confirmed that Russia used hypersonic missiles in its offensive in 

Ukraine. 

WHAT ARE HYPERSONIC WEAPONS? 

 They are manoeuvrable weapons that can fly at speeds of at least Mach 5, five times the 

speed of sound. The speed of sound is Mach 1, and speeds above Mach I are supersonic 

and speeds above Mach 5 are hypersonic. Hypersonic weapons travel within the 

atmosphere and can manoeuvre midway which combined with their high speeds make their 

detection and interception extremely difficult. This means that radars and air defences 

cannot detect them till they are very close and have only little time to react. 

 Hypersonic missiles are a new class of threat because they are capable both of 

manoeuvring and of flying faster than 5,000 kilometres per hour, which would enable such 

missiles to penetrate most missile defences and to further compress the timelines for 

response by a nation under attack, says a 2017 book Hypersonic Missile Nonproliferation 

published by RAND Corporation. 

WHAT IS THE STATUS OF RUSSIAN, CHINESE AND U.S. 

PROGRAMMES? 
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 According to Russian news agency TASS, the Kinzhal air-launched hypersonic missile 

system was unveiled by Russian President Vladimir Putin on March 1 and has an operating 

range of over 2,000 km. The basic carrier of the missile is the MiG-31K fighter jet as well as 

the Tu-22M3 bomber. 

 Last October, top U.S. military officer Gen. Mark Milley, Chairman of the joint chiefs of staff 

confirmed that China had conducted a test of a hypersonic weapon which he termed was 

“close to a Sputnik moment” and was “very concerning”, referring to the event in 1957 when 

the Soviet Union put the first satellite in space. Earlier in the month, The Financial Times 

had reported that China tested a nuclear-capable hypersonic missile in August that circled 

the globe before speeding towards its target, demonstrating an advanced space capability 

that caught U.S. intelligence by surprise. However, China has denied that it was nuclear 

capable. This has put the spotlight on the global development of hypersonic weapons by 

several countries, especially the advancements made by China and Russia. In addition to 

the Chinese test, in early October, Russia announced that it had successfully test launched 

a Tsirkon hypersonic cruise missile from a Severodvinsk submarine deployed in the Barents 

Sea which hit a target 350 kms away. 

 The U.S. has tested hypersonic weapons for decades. The first vehicle to exceed Mach 5 

was a two-stage rocket launched in 1949 which reached a speed of Mach 6.7, under Project 

Bumper. While the U.S. has active hypersonic development programmes, the 

Congressional Research Service (CRS) memo said it was lagging behind China and Russia 

because “most U.S. hypersonic weapons, in contrast to those in Russia and China, are not 

being designed for use with a nuclear warhead.” The U.S. is now looking to accelerate its 

own programmes, though it is unlikely to field an operational system before 2023. The 

Pentagon’s budget request for hypersonic research for financial year 2022 is $3.8 billion, 

up from $3.2 billion it requested a year earlier. The Missile Defence Agency additionally 

requested $247.9 million for hypersonic defence. 

 However, as stated by the U.S. Principal Director for Hypersonics Mike White, the 

Department of Defence has not yet made a decision to acquire hypersonic weapons and is 

instead developing prototypes to assist in the evaluation of potential weapon system 

concepts and mission sets. 

 Debunking some of the claims surrounding hypersonic weapons, Physicists David Wright 

and Cameron Tracy wrote in the Scientific American dated August 1, 2021 stating their 

studies indicate that hypersonic weapons “may have advantages in certain scenarios, but 

by no means do they constitute a revolution.” “Many of the claims about them are 

exaggerated or simply false. And yet the widespread perception that hypersonic weapons 

are a game-changer has increased tensions among the U.S., Russia and China, driving a 

new arms race and escalating the chances of conflict,” they wrote. The U.S. has six 

hypersonic programmes, divided among the Air Force, Army and Navy, according to them. 

WHAT IS THE STATUS IN OTHER COUNTRIES? 

 The CRS Memo noted that although the United States, Russia, and China possess the most 

advanced hypersonic weapons programmes, a number of other countries — including 

Australia, India, France, Germany, and Japan — are also developing hypersonic weapons 
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technology. India operates approximately 12 hypersonic wind tunnels and is capable of 

testing speeds of up to Mach 13, according to CRS. “Reportedly, India is also developing 

an indigenous, dual-capable hypersonic cruise missile as part of its Hypersonic Technology 

Demonstrator Vehicle (HSTDV) programme and successfully tested a Mach 6 scramjet in 

June 2019 and September 2020,” the memo stated. This test was carried out by the 

Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) and demonstrated the scramjet 

engine technology, a major breakthrough. In a scramjet engine, air goes inside the engine 

at supersonic speed and comes out at hypersonic speeds. A hypersonic version of the 

BrahMos supersonic cruise missile is also under development. 

NEEDED, AN INDIAN LEGISLATIVE SERVICE 

A common service can help strengthen the many legislative bodies in India, from the 

panchayat level to Parliament 

 The appointment of Dr. P.P.K. Ramacharyulu as the Secretary-General of the Upper House 

by M. Venkaiah Naidu, Chairman of the Rajya Sabha, on September 1, 2021, was news 

that drew much attention. Ramacharyulu was the first-ever Rajya Sabha secretariat staff 

who rose to become the Secretary-General of the Upper House. A precedent — appointing 

the Secretary-General from ‘outside’ or bureaucracy, often retired — very hard to unfollow 

was made possible by the Chairman. It was both a well-deserving signal for long-serving 

staff of the Parliament secretariat and course correction to restore the legitimacy of their 

long-time demand. However, it was a fleeting gesture — Ramacharyulu was replaced, 

bizarrely, by a former bureaucrat, P.C. Mody, in less than three months. It is said that the 

Chairman had given in to political pressures. 

 Since the first Parliament in 1952, 11 Secretaries-General had served in the Rajya Sabha 

before Ramacharyulu. Except for some of the lateral entry staff, who could become 

Secretaries-General, all the others were parachuted from the civil services or other services 

from time to time. 

 In the first Parliament, the Rajya Sabha opted for the first Secretary (General) S.N. 

Mukherjee, a civil servant, despite India having a legacy of the Legislative Assembly 

Department (Secretariat) attached to the Central Legislative Assembly since 1929. 

However, S.N. Mukherjee’s appointment as Secretary (General) could be justified as he 

had served in the Constituent Assembly Secretariat as Joint Secretary and chief draftsman 

of the Constitution. S.S. Bahlerao joined the Rajya Sabha Secretariat as Deputy Secretary 

in 1958 and rose to become the third Secretary (General) in 1976. Before his Rajya Sabha 

stint, he had served as Assistant Secretary in the erstwhile Hyderabad Legislative Assembly 

and as Secretary in the Maharashtra Legislative Assembly. 

 Similarly, Sudarshan Agarwal joined the Rajya Sabha as Deputy Secretary and became the 

fourth Secretary-General in 1981. Since 1993, all the Secretaries-General of the Rajya 

Sabha were from the civil service till the appointment of Ramacharyulu as the 12th 

Secretary-General. The appointment of P.C. Mody, a retired IRS officer as the 13th 

Secretary-General in the Upper House was for the first time. 
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INDEPENDENT OF THE EXECUTIVE 

 Article 98 of the Constitution provides the scope of separate secretariats for the two Houses 

of Parliament. The principle, hence, laid in the Article is that the secretariats should be 

independent of the executive government. In the Constituent Assembly, R.K. Sidhwa, an 

eminent member, emphasised the need for an independent secretariat. He cited an 

illustration: “When the Speaker’s secretariat wanted pencils for the members, the executive 

refused to give them.” It figuratively marked the significance of an independent secretariat. 

A separate secretariat marks a feature of a functioning parliamentary democracy. 

 The Secretary-General, with the rank equivalent to the Cabinet Secretary, is the third most 

key functionary of the Rajya Sabha after the Chairman and the Deputy Chairman. The 

Secretary-General also enjoys certain privileges such as freedom from arrest, immunity 

from criminal proceedings, and any obstruction and breach of their rights would amount to 

contempt of the House. The Secretaries-General of both the Houses are mandated with 

many parliamentary and administrative responsibilities. One of the prerequisites that 

demand the post of the Secretary-General is unfailing knowledge and vast experience of 

parliamentary procedures, practices and precedents. Most of the civil servants lack 

precisely this aspect of expertise. 

IN THE LOK SABHA 

 Unlike the Rajya Sabha, the Lok Sabha had nine of its staff (including the lateral-entry 

officers) raised to become Secretaries-General to date. The first Secretary (General) of the 

Lok Sabha, M.N. Kaul (1952-64), was Secretary to the Constituent Assembly Secretariat 

(1947-50) and the Provisional Parliament (1950-52). S.L. Shakdhar (1964-77), the second 

Secretary-General of the Lok Sabha, who was the Secretary of the Department of 

Parliamentary Affairs in 1949, was later appointed as the OSD to M.N. Kaul, and succeeded 

Kaul as the Secretary (General) of the Lok Sabha subsequently. The nine Secretaries-

General (from the Secretariat) were Avtar Singh Rikhy, Subhash Kashyap, C.K. Jain, R.C. 

Bhardwaj, G.C. Malhotra, P.D.T. Achary, S. Bal Shekar, P. Sreedharan and P.K. Grover. 

The precedent of promoting the senior-most secretary to the post of Secretary-General of 

the Lok Sabha has met with pause and resume. Also, some of them got the Secretary-

General position after their retirement. 

CONSTITUTING A BREACH 

 Serving civil servants or those who are retired come with long-held baggage and the clout 

of their past career. When civil servants are hired to the post of Secretary-General, this not 

only dishonours the purpose of ensuring the independence of the Secretariat but also leads 

to a conflict of interests. It breaches the principle of separation of power. The officials 

mandated with exercising one area of power may not expect to exercise the others. 

 In a parliamentary polity, one of the roles of Parliament is to watch over the executive’s 

administrative behaviour. In other words, Parliament has all the reasons for its surveillance 

of administration. Parliament must have the technical and human resource competency that 

is on a par with the executive to be an effective body for providing meaningful scrutiny and 
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to make the executive accountable. A strong Parliament means a more answerable 

executive. However, the bureaucracy persistently does not allow Parliament to be a 

competent and robust legislative institution. 

AN ALL-INDIA SERVICE IS A MUST 

 There are thousands of legislative bodies in India, ranging from the panchayat, block 

panchayat, zila parishad, municipal corporations to State legislatures and Union Parliament 

at the national level. Despite these mammoth law-making bodies, they lack their own 

common public recruiting and training agency at the national level. Parliament and State 

legislative secretariats recruit their pool of bureaucrats separately. Ensuring competent and 

robust legislative institutions demands having qualified and well-trained staff in place. The 

growth of modern government and expansion of governmental activities require a matching 

development and laborious legislative exercise. Creating a common all-India service cadre 

— an Indian Legislative Service — is a must. A common service can build a combined and 

experienced legislative staff cadre, enabling them to serve from across local bodies to Union 

Parliament. The Rajya Sabha can, under Article 312, pass a resolution to this effect, in 

national interest, to create an all-India service common to both the Union and the States, 

and enables Parliament to create such a service by law. 

 In the United Kingdom, the Clerk of the House of Commons has always been appointed 

from the legislative staff pool created to serve Parliament. It is high time that India adapts 

and adopts such democratic institutional practices. 

 

IMPOTANT MCQ  

1.Who fixes the Minimum Support Price for the crops? 

A.Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs               B.Parliament of India 

C.Commission for Agricultural Costs and Prices           D.NITI Ayog 

 

Ans. A-Explanation: The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs based on the 

recommendations of CACP fixes the MSP.  

 

2.Which of the following is not a Kharif Crop? 

A.Guar       B. Jowar              C.Mustard              D.Paddy 

 

Ans. C--Explanation: Mustard is a Rabi crop and not a Kharif crop. 
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3.Which among the following is a Rabi crop? 

A.Barley          B. Gram                C. Masoor           D.All of the above  

 

Ans. D--Explanation: Rabi  crops include crops like barley, wheat, gram, safflower, lentils 

including masoor etc.  

 

4.In which of the following months is the Kharif crop harvested? 

A.August              B. June             C. October              D. January 

 

Ans. C-Explanation: Kharif crops are sown in the first rains that is in the month of July and 

are harvested around October. 8. Consider the following statements. 

 

5. Which of the following statement(s) is\are correct? 

I. The Union government fixes the Statutory Minimum Price of sugarcane every year. 

II. Sugar and Sugarcane are essential commodities under Essential Commodities Act. 

a. I             b. II                 c. Both I & II          d. None 

ANSWER: c. Both I & II 

 

6. Which of the following statement/s is/are correct about HSTDV technology? 

1. The Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) successfully flight 

tested a Hypersonic Technology Demonstrator Vehicle (HSTDV). 

2. It is an unmanned scramjet vehicle with the ability to travel at six times the speed of 

sound. 

Select the correct answer from the code given below: 

A. Only 1                B. Only 2           C. Both 1 and 2          D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans. C 

Explanation: The Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) successfully 

flight tested a Hypersonic Technology Demonstrator Vehicle (HSTDV) on 7 September, 
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2020 which is an unmanned scramjet vehicle with the ability to travel at six times the speed 

of sound. 

 

7. Which of the following are the examples of subsonic cruise missile? 

A. American Tomahawk cruise missile            B. Harpoon of USA 

C. Nirbhay of India                                      D. All the above 

Ans. D 

Explanation: Subsonic cruise missile travels at a speed lesser than that of sound.  American 

Tomahawk cruise missile is a well-known subsonic missile. Other examples are Harpoon of 

USA, Nirbhay of India, and Exocet of France. 

 

8. The hypersonic cruise missile vehicle was launched by DRDO by using a proven solid 

rocket motor, which took it to an altitude of ..... kilometres. 

A. 20 km                     B. 25 km                C. 30 km             D. 35 km 

Ans. C 

Explanation: The hypersonic cruise vehicle was launched by using a proven solid rocket 

motor, which took it to an altitude of 30 kilometres.  

 

9. How the parameters of the launch and cruise vehicle including the scramjet engine were 

monitored? 

A. Multiple tracking radars                  B. Electro-optical systems 

C. Telemetry Stations                           D. All the above 

Ans. D 

Explanation: With the help of multiple tracking radars, electro-optical systems, and 

Telemetry Stations, the parameters of launch and cruise vehicle including the scramjet 

engine were monitored. 

 

10. Which of the following statement/s is/are correct about Scramjet Engine? 

1.  It is an improvement over the ramjet technology. 

2. It operates efficiently at hypersonic speeds and allows supersonic combustion. 
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Select the correct code from the answer given below: 

A. Only 1                 B. Only 2                C. Both 1 and 2             D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans. C 

Explanation: The Scramjet Engine is an improvement over the ramjet technology. It 

operates efficiently at hypersonic speeds and allows supersonic combustion.  

 

11. From which place DRDO successfully flight tested Hypersonic Technology 

Demonstrator Vehicle (HSTDV)? 

A. Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam Launch at Wheeler Island, the coast of Odisha. 

B. Kurnool, the coast of Andhra Pradesh 

C. Coast of Visakhapatnam 

D. None of the above 

Ans. A 

Explanation: On 7 September, 2020, DRDO successfully flight tests Hypersonic Technology 

Demonstrator Vehicle (HSTDV) from Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam Launch at Wheeler Island, off 

the coast of Odisha. 


