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GOVT. STEPS IN TO TACKLE RUSSIAN TRADE HURDLES 
Jaishankar does not rule out reviving rupee-rouble trade 

 The government has convened a multi-Ministerial group to look into how to overcome 

challenges in trade with Russia, including managing payments for exporters and importers, 

External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar said in Parliament on Thursday, in comments that 

indicate a possible revival of “rupee-rouble trade” in the wake of economic sanctions against 

Russian banks and entities by more than 40 U.S. and European allies. 

 Answering a number of queries during Question Hour in the Rajya Sabha on India’s stand on 

Russia and Ukraine, including some that raised concerns over India’s abstentions at the 

United Nations and the impact of Indian policy on India’s trade and ties with the U.S., Mr. 

Jaishankar said that India’s position is “for peace” and that foreign policy decisions are made 

in “Indian national interest”. 

 To a specific question from Naresh Gujral (Shiromani Akali Dal) on whether the government 

would reactivate rupee trade, or trading in local currencies with Russia, Mr. Jaishankar said 

that, “because of the emerging problems in dealing with Russia, [the] government is 

examining various aspects, including payment aspect”. 

 

INDIA ABSTAINS ON UNGA VOTES 
It also abstains in UNSC on Russia’s resolution on humanitarian crisis in Ukraine 
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 India abstained on two resolutions at the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) on 

Thursday related to the humanitarian crisis in Ukraine following the Russian invasion. The 

first abstention was on a draft resolution proposed by Ukraine that held Russia responsible 

for the crisis. 

 The second was a procedural vote — on whether the UNGA ought to take up a second 

resolution, proposed by South Africa, for action at all. This resolution did not mention Russia. 

The first resolution was adopted with support from 140 countries and the second was not put 

to vote because it did not have sufficient support. 

 The draft version of Ukraine’s resolution named Russia, saying the UNGA “demands an 

immediate cessation of the hostilities by the Russian Federation against Ukraine, in particular 

of any attacks against civilians and civilian objects.” 

 The 140 countries that voted in its favour included the U.S. and European Union countries. 

India was among 38 abstentions, as were China, South Africa and Sri Lanka. Five countries 

voted against it: Russia, Belarus, North Korea, Syria and Eritrea. 

 “India abstained on the resolution since what we require now is to focus on cessation of 

hostilities and on urgent humanitarian assistance. The draft resolution did not fully reflect our 

expected focus on these challenges,” India’s permanent representative to the United Nations 

(UNPR), T.S. Tirumurti said in his ‘explanation of vote’ remarks. 

 Mr. Tirumurti was presumably referring to Ukraine’s resolution, since the South African one 

was not put to vote and the abstention there was at the procedural stage. 

 While he stopped short of naming Russia, Mr. Tirumurti said India emphasised a “need to 

respect the UN Charter, international law and the sovereignty and territorial integrity of 

states”. He said India was deeply concerned about the humanitarian situation and called an 

“immediate ceasefire”. 

 

RESOLUTION BY RUSSIA 

 Also, in another development, India, along with 12 other UN Security Council members, 

abstained on a resolution by Russia on the humanitarian crisis in Ukraine. 

 The draft resolution was co-sponsored by Syria, North Korea and Belarus. It failed to get 

adopted in the Council on Wednesday as it did not get the required nine ‘yes’ votes to pass. 

 Russia and China voted in favour of the resolution while there were no countries voting 

against. India and the remaining Security Council members abstained. 

 Russia had called for a vote in the 15-nation Security Council on its draft resolution. 

 

INDIA TO BE TB-FREE BY 2025: MANSUKH 
19% increase in patients in 2021 as compared to previous year, says latest report 

 A 19% increase was witnessed in 2021 from the previous year in TB patients’ notifications. 

The number of incident TB patients (new and relapse) notified during 2021 was 19,33,381 

against the 16,28,161 in 2020, noted India TB Report 2022 released on Thursday. 

 On World Tuberculosis Day on Thursday, Health Minister Mansukh Mandaviya reaffirmed the 

government’s commitment to making India tuberculosis–free by 2025 and said this will be 

achieved by ensuring access to quality healthcare and advanced treatment. 
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 The report said despite the decline in TB notifications observed around the months 

corresponding to the two major COVID–19 waves, the National Tuberculosis Elimination 

Programme (NTEP) reclaimed these numbers. 

 It said 18 States have committed to ending TB by 2025 by implementing State–specific 

strategic plans and have devised a district–specific strategic plan, which shall serve as a 

guiding tool for the programme managers. 

 The government also released the National TB Prevalence Survey Report which was 

conducted from 2019 to 2021 to know the actual disease burden of TB. 

 The reports said there has been an increase in the mortality rate due to all forms of TB 

between 2019 and 2020 by 11%. 

 The survey report said prevalence of microbiologically confirmed pulmonary tuberculosis 

(PTB) among 15 years and above in India was 316/lakh population with the highest PTB 

prevalence of 534/lakh in Delhi and the lowest PTB prevalence of 115/lakh in Kerala. 

 

WHAT IS TUBERCULOSIS? 

 Tuberculosis is a bacterial disease caused by Mycobacterium tuberculosis. TB usually affects 

the lungs but it can also affect other parts of the body such as the brain, lymph nodes, kidneys, 

bones, joints, larynx, intestines or eyes. As a result, two TB-related conditions exist:  TB 

infection and TB disease.  TB when found outside the lungs is referred to as extrapulomary 

TB. 

 

WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN TUBERCULOSIS INFECTION AND 

TUBERCULOSIS DISEASE? 

 There are generally two stages of TB infection, one where the bacteria can be spread and 

can cause illness and one where the bacteria is in a person’s body, but is not causing disease 

and cannot be spread. 

 People with TB infection have TB bacteria in their bodies but they are not sick because the 

bacteria are not active. These people do not have symptoms of TB disease and they cannot 

spread the bacteria to others. However, they may develop 

 TB disease in the future. They are often prescribed treatment to prevent them from developing 

TB disease. 

 People with TB disease are sick from TB bacteria that are active, meaning that they are 

multiplying and destroying tissue in their body. They usually have symptoms of TB disease. 

People with TB disease of the lungs or throat are capable of spreading their illness to others. 

They are prescribed drugs that can treat TB disease. 

 

WHAT ARE THE SYMPTOMS OF TUBERCULOSIS? 

 People with TB infection do not feel sick and not not have any symptoms.   

 People who develop TB disease have symptoms based on where in the body the TB bacteria 

are growing.  TB bacteria usually grow in the lungs and symptoms can include:  bad cough 

that last 3 weeks or longer, pain in the chest, coughing up blood or sputum, weakness/fatigue, 

weight loss, chills, fever and night sweats.   
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HOW IS TUBERCULOSIS SPREAD? 

 The bacterium causing tuberculosis is spread through the air. When a person with TB disease 

TB coughs, sneezes, speaks or sings the bacteria is put into the air. The bacteria can stay in 

the air for several hours depending on the environment. Prolonged exposure to the 

tuberculosis is normally necessary for infection to occur.  People with TB infection are not 

able to transmit to others.   

 

WEST TO BOLSTER UKRAINE AID AS WAR ENTERS 

SECOND MONTH 
 NATO leaders to boost defences in Eastern Europe, deploy four new combat units 

 Western leaders agreed on Thursday to strengthen their forces in Eastern Europe and 

increase military aid to Ukraine as the Russian assault on its neighbour Ukraine entered its 

second month. 

 Addressing a NATO summit in Brussels, Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky appealed 

to the leaders on Thursday to increase military support for his country against Russian forces. 

 Mr. Zelensky said Ukraine needed fighter jets, tanks, anti-ship weapons and improved air 

defence to repel Russian troops as the war enters its second month. 

 NATO leaders on Thursday agreed to bolster defences, particularly in Eastern Europe, and 

will deploy four new combat units in Slovakia, Romania, Bulgaria, Hungary, U.S. President 

Joe Biden said in a statement. 

 They will also develop plans for additional forces and capabilities before their June summit, 

Mr. Biden added. 

 

BIDEN ON G20 

 When asked if Russia should be removed from the Group of Twenty (G20) major economies, 

Mr. Biden said, “My answer is yes, depends on the G20.” 

 Russia’s Foreign Ministry said on Thursday that Western decisions to arm Ukraine had 

encouraged Kyiv to use force against the pro-Russian separatist territories in eastern Ukraine 

and were now reaping a “terrible harvest”. 

 NATO Secretary-General Jens Stoltenberg on Thursday said Russia may be trying to create 

a pretext for the use of chemical weapons in Ukraine by accusing the West of preparing such 

an attack. 

 After four weeks of conflict, Russia has failed to seize any big city and with its ground 

advances seemingly stalled has engaged in aerial bombardments of cities, causing a 

humanitarian crisis. The Kremlin denies targeting civilians. 

 Although the Kremlin says its operation is going to plan, Russian forces have taken heavy 

losses and face supply problems. 

 In Mariupol, the southern port city that has come to symbolise Ukraine’s plight, people were 

burying their dead and queuing for rations in pauses in the bombing. 

 Viktoria buried her 73-year-old stepfather Leonid, killed when the car ferrying him to a hospital 

was blown up 12 days ago. 
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 “This guy had taken a seat instead of me and then they all got blown up in that car,” she told 

Reuters, pointing to the mangled remains of the vehicle. “It could have been me,” she sobbed. 

 Hundreds of thousands of people have been hiding in basements in Mariupol with no running 

water, food, medicine or power. 

 

SEALED JUSTICE 
SC should lay down the limits of using sealed cover material to adjudicate cases 

 In refusing to entertain ‘sealed covers’ submitted by the government or its agencies, the 

Supreme Court has made a noteworthy and welcome shift away from this unedifying practice. 

At least two Benches have spoken out against it. Recently, in the Muzaffarpur shelter home 

sexual abuse case, Chief Justice N.V. Ramana wondered why even an ‘action taken’ report 

should be in a sealed envelope. The use of material produced in a ‘sealed cover’ as an aid 

to adjudication is something to be strongly discouraged and deprecated. However, it gained 

much respectability in recent years, with contents withheld from lawyers appearing against 

the government, but being seen by the judges alone. Unfortunately, in some cases, courts 

have allowed such secret material to determine the outcome. In a recent instance, the Kerala 

High Court perused confidential intelligence inputs produced in a sealed envelope by the 

Union government to uphold the validity of orders revoking the broadcasting permission given 

to Malayalam news channel Media One on the ground of national security. It is quite 

disconcerting to find that courts can rule in favour of the government without providing an 

opportunity to the affected parties to know what is being held against them. In this backdrop, 

it is significant that the Supreme Court has decided that it will examine the issue of ‘sealed 

cover jurisprudence’ while hearing the channel’s appeal. For now, the apex court has stayed 

the revocation order and allowed the channel to resume broadcasting. 

 It is true that the law permits the submission of confidential material to the court in some 

cases. In addition, courts can order some contents to be kept confidential. The Evidence Act 

also allows the privilege of non-disclosure of some documents and communications. Even 

when authorities claim privilege over classified material, they had no objection to judges 

perusing them to satisfy themselves about the claims. The government usually justifies the 

submission of secret material directly to the court, citing national security or the purity of an 

ongoing investigation. Courts have often justified entertaining material not disclosed to the 

parties by underscoring that it is to satisfy their conscience. However, the practice sometimes 

has undesirable consequences. It compromises the defence of those accused of some 

crimes, especially those involving an alleged threat to national security, or money laundering 

and corruption. Undisclosed material is often used to deny bail, something the apex court 

criticised the Delhi High Court for doing in a case against former Union Minister P. 

Chidambaram. It observed that recording a finding based on material kept in a sealed cover 

was not justified. The main mischief of the ‘sealed cover’ practice lies in the scope it gives the 

state to avoid deep scrutiny of the need and proportionality of its restrictions on freedom. The 

time has come for the Supreme Court to determine and circumscribe the circumstances in 

which confidential government reports, especially those withheld from the other side, can be 

used by courts in adjudication. 
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CRISIS IN SRI LANKA 

 India should help Sri Lanka during the crisis and also resolve some of the bilateral issues  

 Sri Lanka is facing an economic crisis with long queues in front of petrol stations, steep rise 

in prices of essential commodities and frequent blackouts. Although the COVID-19 pandemic 

precipitated a crisis of trade imbalance, the fundamentals of the Sri Lankan economy have 

always had serious issues. Debt, both domestic and foreign, has been a major problem. Even 

in February 2020, hardly a few months after Gotabaya Rajapaksa assumed office as 

President, his elder brother and Prime Minister Mahinda Rajapaksa, during his visit to New 

Delhi, wanted India to reschedule the loan. Over the last three months, India has provided 

assistance of $2.4 billion including a $500 million loan deferment and $1 billion credit line to 

enable the supply of essential commodities. Apart from approaching Beijing, Colombo has 

also sought help from the International Monetary Fund, shedding its earlier reservation of 

taking help from the agency. As soon as the shortage of certain essential commodities ends, 

which the government expects before the start of the Sinhala-Tamil New Year (which falls in 

the middle of April), steps should be taken for economic recovery. Compulsions of electoral 

politics should not come in the way of tough measures such as restructuring the 

administration of concessions and subsidies. Mr. Gotabaya Rajapaksa should also use the 

scheduled meeting with the Tamil political leadership to create a road map on the issue of 

political devolution and economic development of the war-affected northern and eastern 

provinces, among the areas badly hit by the current crisis. 

 Perhaps, Tamil Nadu has already started feeling the impact of the crisis with the reported 

arrival of 16 persons from Sri Lanka, including six women and seven children, through illegal 

means. Tamil Nadu was home to nearly three lakh refugees after the anti-Tamil pogrom of 

1983. Regardless of the motive of those who have reached Tamil Nadu clandestinely, the 

authorities, both in India and Sri Lanka, should ensure that the present crisis is not used to 

step up smuggling activities and trafficking or whip up emotions in both countries. On the 

contrary, the crisis should be used as an opportunity for New Delhi and Colombo to thrash 

out a solution to the Palk Bay fisheries dispute, a longstanding irritant in bilateral ties. 

 

 

IMPOTANT MCQ 
1. This is the reason why diagnosing tuberculosis is turning challenging 

(a) disease takes years to become active 

(b) symptoms are irregular, they appear and then vanish 

(c) symptoms are not very obvious and prominent always 

(d) both (b) and (c) 

Answer: (a) 

 

2. Diagnosis of tuberculosis is done by 

(a) Emulator and antiformin method                (b) Concentration method 
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(c) Petroff’s method                                             (d) All of the above 

Answer: (d) 

 

3.. On which date is the World Health Organization recognised to celebrate World 

Tuberculosis Day? 

A. 24 March            B. 24 April            C. 7 April         D. 14 November 

Ans. A 

 

4. Which of the following statement is/are correct? 

(i) Dr. Robert Koch discovered a bacillus in 1882 that causes TB. 

(ii) Mainly TB affects the lungs. 

(iii) TB is among the top 3 causes of death for women aged 15 to 44. 

(iv) Symptoms of TB are fever, night sweat, weight loss, etc. 

Options are: 

A. (i) and (iii)           B. (ii) and (iv)           C. (i), (iii) and (iv)       D. (i), (ii), (iii) and (iv) 

Ans. D 

 

5. How does TB spread? 

(i) By breathing        (ii) By coughing         (iii) Singing      (iv )Sneezing 

Choose the correct option: 

A. (i) and (ii)           B. Only (i)       C. Only (ii)      D. All of the above 

 

Ans. D 

 

6. Which one of the following statements is correct about TB? 

(i) People suffering from HIV are prone to cause tuberculosis. 

(ii) DOTS is a Directly observed treatment, short course. 

(iii) In anti-tuberculosis treatment, hepatitis or liver disease is a common side effect. 

(iv) Medication for TB is administered for 6 to 8 months. 

Options are: 

A. Only (ii) is correct                    B. (i) and (ii) are correct 

C. (ii) and (iv) are correct            D. (i), (ii), (iii) and (iv) are correct 

Ans. D 

 

7. What is the theme of World Tuberculosis Day 2022? 

A. Invest to End TB. Save Lives           B. The Clock is Ticking 

C. It's TIME                                            D. It’s time to end the stigma 
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Ans. A  


