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INDIA’S ‘SPACE ECONOMY’ VALUED AT ₹36,794 CRORE 
The sector has evolved considerably and now accounts for about 0.23% of the GDP, says a study by 

two premier institutions 

 A collaboration between two premier research and educational institutions in Thiruvananthapuram has 

shed light on India’s “space economy”, the contours of which have remained largely vague even as the 

country’s space programme grew by leaps and bounds. 

 In a first-of-its kind attempt at measuring the size of India’s space economy, researchers from the Centre 

for Development Studies (CDS) and the Indian Institute of Space Science and Technology (IIST) arrived 

at a figure of ₹36,794 crore (approximately $5 billion) for the financial year 2020-21. The estimated size, 

as a percentage of the GDP, has slipped from 0.26% in 2011-12 to 0.19% in 2020-21, they found. 

 The findings, outlined in a paper, “The space economy of India: its size and structure”, by CDS Director 

Sunil Mani; V.K. Dadhwal, till recently IIST Director; and Shaijumon C.S., Associate Professor of 

Economics, IIST, were the subject of a recent webinar. 

 By employing internationally accepted frameworks, the authors have examined the annual budget for 

the space programme and its constituents; space manufacturing, operations and application. According 

to the paper, space applications accounted for the major chunk of this evolving economy, constituting 

73.57% (₹27,061 crore) of it in 2020-21, followed by space operations (₹8,218.82 crore or 22.31%) and 

manufacturing (₹1,515.59 crore or 4.12%). 

 The budget outlay for space has considerable influence on the dynamics of the space economy, 

according to the study. “'India's space economy has evolved considerably and now accounts, on an 
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average, for about 0.23% of the GDP (over 2011-12 to 2020-21). We have also noticed a decline in the 

budget for space-related activities, leading to a reduction in the size of the economy in the last two 

years,” Professor Mani said. The budget outlay in 2020-21 was ₹9,500 crore, shrinking from ₹13,033.2 

crore in the previous fiscal. The estimated size of the space economy shrunk from ₹43,397 crore in 

2018-19 to ₹39,802 crore in 2019-20 and ₹36,794 crore in 2020-21. 

 The study also found that the space budget as a percentage of the GDP slipped from 0.09% in 2000-

01 to 0.05% in 2011-12, and has remained more or less at that level since then. In relation to GDP, 

India’s spending is more than that of China, Germany, Italy and Japan, but less than of the U.S. and 

Russia. 

 

FIRST ATTEMPT 

 While it has limitations, the study nevertheless is a first-time attempt at scientifically measuring the size 

of the space economy, Dr. Shaijumon said. Professor Mani cited the inability to establish the size of the 

space-based remote sensing industry as a drawback. “The next step for us would be to look at the 

impact of space economy on the Indian economy itself. The impact is both direct and indirect,” he said. 

 For the present study, the authors have relied on Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) and 

Parliament documents, the Comptroller and Auditor-General’s (CAG) reports, data on intellectual 

property rights and other government data, in addition to Scopus-indexed space publications. 

 The CDS-IIST research project has coincided with the new Central government policies opening up the 

sector to private players. These policies, according to the authors, are very likely to enlarge the size of 

the sector through enhanced private investment and improved integration with the global private space 

industry. 

 

INDIA, UAE TRADE PACT LIKELY FROM MAY 1’ 
Exporters of almost 6,090 goods will get duty-free access to the UAE market 

 The free trade agreement between India and the UAE is likely to come into effect from May 1 this year, 

under which domestic exporters of as many as 6,090 goods from sectors such as textiles, agriculture, 

dry fruits, gem and jewellery would get duty-free access to the UAE market, Commerce and Industry 

Minister Piyush Goyal said on Sunday. 

 The Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA) was signed by India and the United 

Arab Emirates (UAE) in February which aims to boost bilateral trade to $100 billion in the next five years 

from current $60 billion. The two countries have agreed to set up a technical council on Investment, 

Trade Promotion and Facilitation, as part of the agreement signed. 

 The Minister said the detailed text of the pact has been released in public domain and now “we are 

trying to complete all our paperwork expeditiously. We hope it can be operationalised by May 1, 2022”. 

 Overall, the UAE is offering duty elimination on over 97% of its products which account for 99% of Indian 

exports here in value terms. 

 Immediate duty-free access covers all labour-intensive sectors such as gems and jewellery, textiles and 

apparel, agricultural and fish products, leather, footwear, and sport goods, pharmaceuticals and medical 

devices, and many engineering products. 

 

AUTOMATIC RECOGNITION 

 Currently, we are exporting about $26 billion worth of goods to the UAE, almost 90% of them will get 

total tariff (or customs duty) elimination on Day 1 itself. Going forward, the rest of the 9.5% (about 1,270 
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goods) will also get zero duty,” Mr. Goyal said at the Dubai Expo here. He said the UAE also opened 

doors for the rest of the Middle East, some parts of Africa and Europe. 

 Key areas of India’s interest are computer related services, audio visual, education, health, tourism, 

travel, professionals services like nursing, engineering, and accountancy. 

 “We are also working for mutual recognition agreements of professionals and skilled services, so that if 

they approve our nursing colleges then the nursing degree from that college will get automatic 

recognition here and vice versa,” he said. 

 

KERALA NURSERIES BOUNCE BACK ON NORTHEAST 

RUBBER WAVE 
Special trains to carry 51 lakh saplings to 7 States 

 Riding on a plantation wave that is sweeping Northeast India, the rubber nurseries in Kerala are getting 

the best out of their grow bags after a decade-long lull. 

 A plan by the Rubber Board to develop rubber plantations in an area of two lakh hectares across the 

seven northeastern States in a span of five years starting from 2021-22 has unleashed pent-up demand 

among the rubber nurseries in the State. Besides bringing in a dramatic turnaround in sales, this 

expanding programme of plantation has also ensured a longer business season in the coming years as 

nurseries play catch-up. 

 According to officials with the Rubber Board, a whopping 51 lakh rubber saplings, sourced from the 

nurseries across Kerala, will soon be making their way to plantations across the Northeast and West 

Bengal in special trains. 

 

U.S CUTS A DEAL WITH THE EU VIS-A-VIS LNG 
Why is the U.S exporting liquefied natural gas to Europe? To what extent are European nations 

dependant on Russia? 

 The story so far: U.S. President Joe Biden struck a deal with the European Union to supply liquefied 

natural gas (LNG) to meet the continent’s energy needs. The deal comes amidst efforts by European 

countries to wean themselves off Russian energy exports in the wake of the Russia-Ukraine war. 

WHAT IS IT? 

 Under the U.S.-EU LNG deal, the United States will supply 15 billion cubic meters (bcm) of LNG to the 

EU this year. Further, the EU will import additional LNG of at least 50 bcm until 2030 from the U.S.. This 

is expected to reduce Europe’s dependence on Russian energy exports and thus neutralise the 

Kremlin’s influence on Europe to a significant extent. It should be noted that Europe has been at the 

mercy of Russian energy exports which has limited its response to Russia’s invasion of Ukraine due to 

the fear that Russia could cut off its energy exports to Europe. Gas prices in Europe rose sharply even 

before the Russian invasion and a drop in supplies from Russia could make the situation even worse. 

This has left the EU vulnerable, so much that the West hasn’t imposed sanctions on EU’s energy imports 

from Russia. 

 Europe relies on Russian exports to meet about 40% of its natural gas requirements and about a quarter 

of its crude oil needs. Germany and many countries in Eastern Europe depend on Russia to meet more 

than 80% of their natural gas needs. In 2006 and 2009, Russia significantly increased the price of gas 

to Ukraine to punish the country’s pro-Western government. Since Russian gas supplies to Europe pass 

through Ukraine, this caused disruptions in energy supplies to Europe. The EU came up with the Nord 

Stream 2 pipeline project to ensure direct supply of gas from Russia, thus bypassing Ukraine. While 
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this project was stopped indefinitely since the Russian invasion of Ukraine, many analysts believed that 

it would still put Europe at the mercy of the Kremlin’s geopolitical goals. So, earlier this month, the EU 

came up with a plan to cut down its reliance on Russian gas completely before 2030. 

 

CAN EUROPE END ITS RELIANCE ON RUSSIA FOR ENERGY? 

 The LNG deal with the U.S. is not likely to reduce Europe’s heavy dependence on Russian energy 

immediately. Russia supplied over 150 bcm of gas to the EU last year, and the fresh supply of gas from 

the U.S. to Europe this year will amount to only 15 bcm. Further, while fresh supplies can lower gas 

prices in Europe from their current high levels, to grab hold of these supplies Europe will have to bid up 

the price of existing supplies sold to other buyers in the international market. This will increase the price 

of LNG to other buyers in the market. Over the long-run, if production from countries other than Russia 

rises to meet increased demand coming from Europe we could see LNG prices stabilise. 

 There are also logistical and production costs involved when it comes to LNG which make it a more 

expensive fuel when compared to natural gas delivered through pipelines. This is why Europe has 

traditionally opted to rely on gas imports from Russia that are relatively cheap. With greater reliance on 

LNG over natural gas due to changing geopolitical dynamics, Europeans may have to pay a higher 

price for energy going forward unless alternative suppliers boost production. Further, Europe will have 

to invest in building additional LNG terminals to process fresh supplies of LNG and this can take some 

time. However, the U.S.-EU LNG deal could mark the beginning of efforts by the EU to diversify its 

energy source to end its reliance on Russia. Even this year, Europe is expected to meet more than a 

third of its gas needs through LNG imported from non-Russian sources. 

 

WHAT LIES AHEAD? 

 The EU has woken up from its long slumber and taken significant steps to rearm itself militarily since 

the invasion of Ukraine by Russian forces last month. Germany, for instance, upped its defense 

spending to deal with a belligerent Russia. The EU could make a similar shift in strategy when it comes 

to energy security even in the midst of Russian energy threats. Over the last two decades, the EU’s 

production of natural gas has dropped by about two-thirds while it simultaneously increased its imports 

of gas from Russia. In fact, Europe’s reliance on Russian gas rose even more after Russia cut off 

supplies running through Ukraine. Many consider former German Chancellor Gerhard Schröder, a 

prominent member in Russian energy company Rosneft’s board, to have played a key role in deepening 

Germany’s reliance on Russian energy. 

 Significantly, the EU last month declared nuclear energy and gas to be “green” sources of energy. This 

is seen by analysts as a compromise on the EU’s commitment to its climate change goals. It should be 

noted that the EU’s push to end the use of fossil fuels, as part of its agenda to tackle climate change, 

was seen by some analysts as a major reason for high energy prices last year. 

 The chief complaint made by critics was that renewable energy sources such as wind and solar energy 

are not as reliable as traditional fossil-based energy sources, particularly during winters. Now under 

pressure from external suppliers like Russia, the EU may be more willing to explore traditional fossil 

fuels as well as other banned energy sources such as shale. 

 

THE MOVE TO EASE VOTING FOR OVERSEAS CITIZENS 
 The story so far: On March 25, Union Minister for Law and Justice Kiren Rijiju in response to a question 

in the Lok Sabha stated that the government was exploring the possibility of allowing online voting for 

non-resident Indians (NRI). The minister’s statement on easing voting for NRIs comes in the wake of a 



[Type here] 
 

5 | P a g e  
 

proposal made by the Election Commission of India (ECI), that wrote to the Law Ministry in November 

2020, to extend the facility of postal ballots to eligible NRIs for the various State Assembly elections to 

be held in 2021. The ECI then, had proposed amending the Conduct of Election Rules, 1961, in order 

to allow this facility. The postal ballots were to be sent to NRIs electronically after which they will send 

the ballots back, after choosing their candidate, via post. 

 

HOW CAN OVERSEAS VOTERS CURRENTLY VOTE IN INDIAN 

ELECTIONS? 

 Prior to 2010, an Indian citizen who is an eligible voter and was residing abroad for more than six months 

, would not have been able to vote in elections. This was because the NRI’s name was deleted from 

electoral rolls if he or she stayed outside the country for more than six months at a stretch. 

 After the passing of the Representation of the People (Amendment) Act, 2010, eligible NRIs who had 

stayed abroad beyond six months have been able to vote, but only in person at the polling station where 

they have been enrolled as an overseas elector. 

 Just as any resident Indian citizen above the age of 18 years) is eligible to vote in the constituency 

where she/he is a resident, overseas Indian citizens are also eligible to do so. In the case of overseas 

voters, their address mentioned in the passport is taken as the place of ordinary residence and chosen 

as the constituency for the overseas voter to enrol in. 

 

HOW HAS THE EXISTING FACILITY WORKED SO FAR? 

 From merely 11,846 overseas voters who registered in 2014, the number went up to close to a lakh in 

2019. But the bulk of these voters (nearly 90%) belonged to just one State — Kerala. Of the 25,606 

such voters who actually turned up, 25,534 were from Kerala (mostly from Kozhikode and Malappuram 

districts). 

 Clearly, a very low proportion of eligible overseas residents actually registered or turned up to vote. The 

Representation of the People Act, envisaged voters as only the “ordinary residents” in a constituency 

who will choose representatives to represent their local interests while mediating on larger issues in the 

legislature. 

 Some democracies that already allow absentee voting stipulate that overseas electors are eligible to 

vote provided they are not abroad for a specified period of time and/or if they mention an “intent to 

return”. 

 Section 20-1A, Part III of the Representation of the People Act addresses this to some extent by 

qualifying “a person absenting himself temporarily from his place of ordinary residence shall not by 

reason thereof cease to be ordinarily resident therein” and in essence provides for NRIs who are 

temporarily staying abroad to be eligible to vote in their local constituencies. 

 Yet, the proviso of having to visit the polling booth in person has discouraged eligible voters from 

exercising their mandate. 

 In the winter session of Parliament in 2017, the government proposed to remove the restriction imposed 

by Section 20A of the Representation of the People Act, which required them to be physically present 

to vote in their constituencies. 

 The Bill provided for overseas voters to be able to appoint a proxy to cast their votes on their behalf, 

subject to conditions laid down in the Conduct of Election Rules, 1961. 

 The Bill was later passed in 2018, but lapsed with the dissolution of the 16th Lok Sabha. The ECI then 

approached the government to permit NRIs to vote via postal ballots similar to a system that is already 

used by service voters, (a member of the armed Forces of the Union; or a member of a force to which 
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provisions of the Army Act, 1950 (46 of 1950) which is the Electronically Transmitted Postal Ballot 

System or ETPBS. 

 

WHAT IS ETPBS AND HOW DOES IT FUNCTION? 

 The Conduct of Election Rules, 1961 was amended in 2016 to allow service voters to use the ETPBS. 

Under this system, postal ballots are sent electronically to registered service voters. The service voter 

can then download the ETPB (along with a declaration form and covers), register their mandate on the 

ballot and send it to the returning officer of the constituency via ordinary mail. The post will include an 

attested declaration form (after being signed by the voter in the presence of an appointed senior officer 

who will attest it). The postal ballot must reach the returning officer by 8 a.m. on the day of the counting 

of results. 

 The ECI proposed to extend this facility to overseas voters as well. For this to commence, the Law 

Ministry has to amend the Conduct of Election Rules, 1961. In the case of NRI voters, those seeking to 

vote through ETPBS will have to inform the returning officer at least five days after notification of the 

election. The returning officer will then send the ballot electronically via the ETPBS. The NRI voter can 

then register her/his mandate on the ballot printout and send it back with an attested declaration in a 

process similar to the service voter. Except in this case, the senior officer would be appointed by the 

Indian diplomatic or consular representative in the resident country of the NRI. The ECI has not specified 

whether the voter should send in the ballot through ordinary post to the returning officer or drop it off at 

the Indian consular office/embassy, which will then send the envelopes constituency-wise to the 

returning officers. 

 

WILL THIS FACILITY BE AVAILABLE TO ALL OVERSEAS VOTERS 

ACROSS COUNTRIES? 

 There were news reports that the ECI had indicated to the Ministry of External Affairs that it would want 

postal voting introduced on a pilot basis in non-Gulf countries. But ECI officials told The Hindu that the 

ECI had asked the Law Ministry to explore the possibility of extending postal ballots to overseas electors 

and not restrict it to any particular country. 

 In March 2021, the Ministry of External Affairs informed ECI that the implementation could require to 

overcome “huge logistical challenges” and needs “a realistic assessment of requirements” 

 

ARE POSTAL BALLOTS A VIABLE MEANS OF VOTING? 
 The ETPBS method allowed for greater turnout among service voters in the 2019 Lok Sabha election. 

With increasing mobility of citizens across countries for reasons related to work, the postal ballot method 

has been recognised by the International Institute for Democracy and Electoral Assistance (an 

intergovernmental organisation that works to support democratic processes and institutions) as a 

means to allow overseas voters to exercise their right, subject to certain conditions normally related to 

the time spent abroad or the work carried out abroad. 

 A postal ballot mechanism that allows for proper authentication of the ballot at designated 

consular/embassy offices and an effective postal system should ease this process for NRIs, but rules 

must be clearly framed for eligibility on the basis of time spent away from the country. 

 

TALKING AND LISTENING  
India and China will find it difficult to simply pick up the threads of their conversation 
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 Brief as it was, Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi’s visit to Delhi on Friday appears to have left behind 

more questions than answers on its purpose. The visit was a first by a senior Chinese official since the 

military standoff along the LAC began in April 2020. Since then, despite 15 rounds of border commander 

talks and eight rounds of meetings of the special Working Mechanism for Consultation and Coordination 

on India-China Border Affairs (WMCC), friction areas remain — including Patrol Point (PP) 15, Demchok 

and Depsang — where troops have been amassed on both sides. However, it appeared that during his 

meetings, separately with NSA Ajit Doval, followed by External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar, Mr. Wang 

proposed no new mechanism or formulation to break the logjam in those talks, as had been the case 

earlier. Instead, the Chinese side only repeated that India must put the differences on the border issue 

“in the proper place in bilateral relations”, and revive bilateral talks on all issues. The suggestion was 

part of a three-step formula, according to a Chinese Ministry of Foreign Affairs statement that included 

taking a long-term, ‘civilisational’ view of India-China ties, seeing each others’ development as a “win-

win” and cooperating at the multilateral sphere. The last point was a reference to China’s turn to host 

the BRICS summit later this year, which Mr. Wang hoped Prime Minister Modi would attend, and India’s 

turn to host the SCO and G-20 summits next year, where Chinese President Xi Jinping would be among 

the invitees. 

 However, neither Mr. Wang nor his hosts in the Government answered why, if his message did not differ 

from the past, he was received in Delhi at all. That he was merely in the region — visiting Pakistan for 

an OIC conference; Afghanistan to meet with the Taliban ahead of another conference in Beijing, and 

Nepal to further bilateral cooperation and infrastructure projects — and decided to “drop in” does not 

seem to suffice as a reason, when bilateral ties remain at a standstill. Nor does it explain why the Modi 

government, which has consistently said it would only hold bilateral talks about resolving the border 

standoff, departed from this precept to discuss bilateral and international issues. Neither side 

announced Mr. Wang’s arrival until the first meetings on Friday, indicating that there is something more 

behind the scenes. It is also possible that his outreach stems from a desire to compare notes on 

Ukraine, where India and China find themselves at odds with the western sanctions regime that 

threatens to isolate Russia and split global transactions into a “dollar vs non-dollar” system, while also 

finding themselves not entirely comfortable with Mr. Putin’s actions. Regardless of any common 

understanding on other issues, however, it is clear that New Delhi and Beijing cannot simply pick up 

the threads of their conversation until there is a full understanding of events since April 2020, and 

demobilisation by the PLA, followed by the disengagement of troops, is completed. 

POVERTY ROSE BUT INCOME INEQUALITY FELL 
There are signs that this pandemic has not followed the usual script — of the poor bearing the brunt of 

the pain 

 COVID-19 has upended Indian society. Over two-thirds of the country has been infected by COVID-19 

and perhaps five million or so people have died, directly or indirectly, from the pandemic. The economy 

too has taken a beating. Even though there has been a V-shaped recovery, output remains about 10% 

lower than 2019. 

 In macroeconomic crises, including the oil shock of 1990-91 or the global liquidity crisis of 2007-08, 

many expect the poor to bear the brunt of the pain. They are the most vulnerable, without contractual 

protections and adequate safety nets. But there are signs that this pandemic has not followed that script. 

 Poverty certainly rose during the COVID-19 pandemic.  
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 We found that extreme poverty, defined by the 

World Bank as the percentage of the population 

with an income below $1.90, rose from 7.6% in 

November 2019 to 11.7% in July 2021. 

 

INCOME INEQUALITY 

 However, income inequality actually fell. In 2019, 

the average monthly income of households in the 

top 25% and bottom 25% of the income distribution 

was approximately ₹45,000 and ₹8,000, 

respectively, in urban areas, and ₹22,500 and 

₹7,500, respectively, in rural areas. While the 

average monthly income of the top quartile in urban 

areas fell almost 30%, to ₹32,500 by July 2021, the 

monthly income of the bottom quartile in July 2021 

remained at pre-pandemic levels. In rural areas, the 

top quartile income fell by perhaps 20%, while the 

bottom quartile income grew slightly during the 

same period. The result is that inequality, measured 

as the percentage change in the income of the top quartile minus the income in the bottom quartile, fell 

by 15-20 percentage points. This is a robust finding: richer households saw larger drops in income all 

along the income scale, in rural and urban areas, within each State, and even within caste groups. 

 This remarkable finding is not unprecedented. Historians observed the same dynamic during the plague 

in 14th century Europe. Given how much the world economy has changed since then, however, the 

explanations for India’s experience will differ. 

 

THREE SOURCES OF INCOME 

 To learn why inequality fell during the pandemic, we examined three sources of household income: 

government transfers, business profits, and labour income. Government transfers are cash or in-kind 

payments. Profits may be from any business, be it a food cart, a farm, or a manufacturing plant. Labour 

income is wages earned from hourly work or employment contracts. 

 Government payments to the poor cannot explain the decline in inequality. To be sure, income support 

was not insubstantial. Households received roughly ₹400 per month in urban areas and nearly ₹500 

per month in rural areas during the lockdown and the Delta wave. They received roughly half that much 

during the rest of the pandemic. However, even when government transfers were netted out from 

income, income inequality fell by over 20% points by July 2021. 

 Business profits play a bigger role than transfers. The rich saw a larger decline in business income and 

depended more on that income than the poor. While just 7% of a bottom quartile household’s income 

is from a business, nearly 15% of a top quartile’s household’s income is from a business. Unlike labour 

income, business income is volatile because it is susceptible to changes in demand, and thus to 

aggregate income. We find that business income of the top quartile is four times more sensitive to the 

aggregate performance of the economy than the business income of the bottom quartile. Given the 

large negative effect of COVID-19 on the economy, this suggests that some of the disproportionate 

losses of the rich operate through business income. 

 Labour income, however, plays a critical role (Table). Labour income is just over 65% and 80% of the 

income of the top 25% and bottom 25% of households. These are larger shares than those of 
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government transfers or business profits. To explain the decline in labour income, we looked at supply-

side and then demand-side explanations. 

 Looking at supply, one might suspect the rich chose to work less than the poor, perhaps out of fear of 

contracting COVID-19. That was also our conjecture, but it proved wrong. When the economy 

contracted, people lost jobs and income. They tried to compensate by finding alternate work, sometimes 

even in other occupations. While this seems a natural response for the bottom 25%, it was even more 

true for the top 25%. While the minimum amount that the poor were willing to accept to take a job fell 

roughly 40%, the minimum amount fell more than 45% for the rich. 

 

DEMAND FOR LABOUR 

 The better explanation for the disproportionate loss of labour income among the top quartile households 

is that demand for their labour fell more. The rich tend to work in the service sector, and demand for 

services fell more than demand for other sectors. While 30% of workers in bottom quartile households 

work in the service sector, 45% of workers from the top quartile households do. During the pandemic, 

consumer spending on services fell by 30%-40%, far more than the decline in spending on 

manufacturing or agriculture. 

 The situation was reversed in manufacturing. That sector employs a larger share of bottom quartile 

workers than top quartile ones: 35% versus 15%. But manufacturing declined less than 20% during the 

pandemic. The progressive contraction of demand for services swamped the regressive contraction of 

demand for manufacturing. 

 To be clear, our analysis does not suggest that the pandemic was good for the Indian economy. The 

loss of life and rise in poverty make it one of the larger disasters the country has borne. The reduction 

in inequality would be a silver lining if it were accomplished by lowering poverty rather than reducing 

the income of the rich. 

 Nevertheless, by understanding the decline in inequality during the pandemic we can assess prospects 

for inequality after it ends. Once demand for services rises, along with aggregate income, both demand 

for the labour of the rich and the business income of that group will likely return. There is a risk that 

inequality will return to pre-pandemic levels. 

 

1.Match List-I with List-II and select the correct answer using the code given below the 

lists.  

  A B C D 

a) 3 2 4 1 

b) 1 2 3 4 

c) 3 1 2 4 

d) 2 4 1 3 

Answer: (a) 

 

List I List II 

(Organisations) (Location) 

A. ISRO 
1. 

Thiruvananthapuram 

B. IUCA 2. Pune 

C. IUAC 3. Bengaluru 

D. VSSC 4. New Delhi 
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2.The Vikram Sarabhai Space Centre at Trivandrum is mainly concerned with 

1. Research in propellants for launching rockets. 

2. To launched sounding rockets to investigate problems of meteorology. 

3. Design and fabrication of spacecraft. 

4. Development of satellite launch. 

Select the answer from the code given below. 

a) Only 1 and 4                   b) Only 1 and 2 

c) Only 1                              d) Only 1 and 3 

Answer: (a) 

3. Which of the following Indian State is the largest producer of rubber? 

A. Tamil Nadu 

B. Andhra Pradesh 

C. Karnataka 

D. Kerala 

Ans: D-Explanation: India is one of the largest producers of rubber in the World. 

Kerala is the largest producer of rubber in India. An estimated 60,000 hectares of 

land is now under rubber cultivation, and in the next five years, the area under the 

liquid gold" cultivation would be doubled. Hence, D is the correct option. 

4. Lok Sabha passed an amendment to the Representation of the People (RPA) Act 1951 

to allow non-resident Indians (NRI) to vote in Indian elections. Find correct statements 

in this regard: 

1. At present, only the armed service personnel are allowed to vote through proxies. 

2. At present, only the armed service personnel are allowed to vote through postal 

ballots. 

3. Once this RPA Amendment bill becomes an Act, overseas Indians will be allowed to 

use both proxy ballot and postal ballot, according to their choice. 

Answer Codes: 

A.Only 1 and 2      B. Only 2 and 3    C.Only 1 and 3     D. None of them 

HINT: 
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Postal Ballot: If a voter can’t reach physically to the polling station, he can take 

printout of the ballot paper and sending the ballot through post.Voting by proxy: 

Voter can appoint a proxy (person) to cast the vote in an election on their behalf at 

the polling station.At present, RPA act allows proxy voting and postal ballots to 

“service personnel.” It includes: 1) Armed Forces 2) armed police force of the state 

3) Government officials posted outside India e.g. Ambassadors and High 

Commissioner, of India abroad, their staff etc. 

Postal ballot available to both service personnel as well as the government officials 

who’re posted on election duty away from their constituency.If NRIs were given 

postal ballot options, collecting, processing, verifying so many papers would be 

cumbersome, hence Government decided against it. Once this RPA amendment 

becomes Act, NRIs/Overseas Indians will be eligible only for the proxy voting. 

 


