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INDIAN POWER PROJECTS REPLACE CHINESE VENTURES IN SRI 

LANKA 
Concerns were raised over projects’ proximity to 

T.N. 

• India will set up hybrid power projects in three 

islands off Jaffna, effectively replacing the 

Chinese venture cleared by Colombo last year. 

• The MoU for the project was among those signed 

during a meeting between visiting External 

Affairs Minister (EAM) S. Jaishankar and his Sri 

Lankan counterpart G.L. Peiris late on Monday. 

• It is the third Indian energy project coming up in 

Sri Lanka’s north and east, after the recent 

agreements for National Thermal Power 

Corporation’s solar venture in the eastern 

Sampur town, and the Adani Group’s renewable 

energy projects in Mannar and Pooneryn in the 

north.  
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• In January 2021, Sri Lanka’s Cabinet decided to award renewable energy projects in Nainativu, Delft or 

Neduntheevu, and Analaitivu islands to Chinese firm Sinosoar-Etechwin. 

• India was quick to express concern over the Chinese project coming up in the Palk Bay, barely 50 km 

off Tamil Nadu. India offered to execute the same project with a grant rather than a loan. Unable to 

pick a side for over a year, Colombo kept the project in suspension, apparently putting off China. In a 

recent press briefing, the Chinese Ambassador in Colombo voiced rare criticism over the projects being 

interrupted for “unknown reasons”, and said it sent out the wrong message to foreign investors. 

• Meanwhile, India and Sri Lanka have also agreed to set up a Maritime Rescue Coordination Center. The 

initiative, involving Bharat Electronics and a $6 million Indian grant, obtained Cabinet approval last 

week. 

• India will also help develop fisheries harbours in Point Pedro, Pesalai and Gurunagar in the Northern 

Province, and Balapitiya, south of Colombo, apart from supporting schools in the southern Galle district 

with computer labs, extending a grant for Sri Lanka’s Unique Digital Identity project, a statement said. 

 

RHINO POPULATION UP BY 200 IN KAZIRANGA 
Last census conducted in 2018 put number of one-horned herbivore at 2,413 

• The population of the greater one-horned or Indian rhinoceros in the Kaziranga National Park and Tiger 

Reserve has increased by 200 in four years, the latest census of the World Heritage Site’s flagship 

animal has revealed. 

• The last rhino census conducted in 2018 had put the number at 2,413. 

• Though the tiger reserve measures 1,355 sq. km, the census was confined to a rhino–bearing area of 

864 sq. km. It was conducted from March 25 to 28 but the counting was done on the two days in 

between. 

• Fifty elephants were deployed to cover all the 84 compartments of the park, its addition areas and civil 

areas. Apart from 125 enumerators and independent observers, 252 frontline staff were involved in 

the exercise. “We estimated 2,613 rhinos, which indicates an annual increase of 50 rhinos since 2018. 

During this period, Kaziranga lost 400 rhinos due to natural causes while poachers killed three,” Jatindra 

Sarma, Kaziranga’s director, told The Hindu. 

• This year’s census had a first — the use of drones for the recheck of 26 park compartments where the 

sample survey was done. 

• Of the rhinos estimated, 1,823 were adults, 365 were sub-adults, 279 juveniles and 146 calves. The 

females outnumbered the males by 183. The gender of 273 adults and sub-adults could not be 

specified. 

• A similar census was conducted in two more of Assam’s rhino habitats earlier in March. 

 

KAZIRANGA NATIONAL PARK: ASSAM 

• Kaziranga National Park is one of India’s oldest reserve areas. It is located in Golaghat and Nagaon, in 

the Karbi Anglong district of Assam in northeast India. The park is administered by the forest 

department of the Assam State Government. 
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• The sanctuary, which hosts two-thirds of the world’s great one-horned rhinoceroses, is a World 

Heritage Site. 

• Kaziranga is home to the highest density of tigers among protected areas in the world and was declared 

a Tiger Reserve in 2006 (now the highest tiger density is in Orang National Park, Assam). 

• The park is home to large breeding populations of elephants, wild water buffalo, and swamp deer. 

• It is also recognized as an Important Bird Area by BirdLife International for the conservation of avifaunal 

species. 

• The park also has elephants, swamp deer, wild water buffalo, etc. It also has a wide range of flora.  

• It also has 15 threatened species of fauna. It is also a breeding ground for many species of big cats like 

leopards and Bengal tigers.  

• It also has many species of birds and is designated as an ‘Important Bird Area’ by Birdlife International. 

• The park has about 2413 rhinos.  

• In March 2020, Kaziranga National Park was selected as one among the 17 Iconic Tourist Sites of the 

country by the Indian Government. 

• The National Highway 37 passes through the parking area. 

• The Kaziranga National Park has 250 plus seasonal water bodies, besides the Diphlu River running 

through it. 

 

SIGNIFICANCE OF FLOODS IN KAZIRANGA’S ECOSYSTEM 

• The entire area of Kaziranga — formed by alluvial deposits from the Brahmaputra and its tributaries — 

is centred on the river. 
• There is a consensus that floods are necessary for Kaziranga by virtue of it being riverine ecosystem. 

• The regenerative nature of floods helps replenish Kaziranga’s water bodies and maintain its landscape, 

a mix of wetlands, grasslands and semi-evergreen deciduous forests. 

• The floodwaters also function as a breeding ground for fish. 

• The same fish are carried away by the receding waters into the Brahmaputra — in a way, the park 

replenishes the river’s stock of fish too. 

• The waters also help get rid of unwanted plants such as water hyacinth which collect in huge masses 

in the landscape. 

 

BRAHMAPUTRA SIGNIFICANT FOR KAZIRANGA 

 

• Kaziranga National Park is a 117-year-old park and a UNESCO World Heritage Site since 1985. 

• Every year, the Brahmaputra takes away portions of land from the Park. 

• Resultantly, on paper the park is 1,030 sq km in area, but in reality it is 884 sq km. 

• It also continues to shrink year after year. 

• It affects mostly hog deer, swamp deer, wild boar and other few animals. 

• These are those that fail to reach higher ground in time after floods. 

• Despite the above, Brahmaputra contributes more to, than harms, the wildlife in the park. 
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• It gives more to the habitat of the world’s largest population of one-horned rhinos. 

• The unique biodiversity of Kaziranga is rejuvenated by a dynamic system that connects the 

Brahmaputra with its alluvial floodplains. 

• But this year, the park has not been inundated, causing concerns for the park authorities. 

 

MYANMAR’S CONTINUED SUSPENSION OF DEMOCRACY  
When did the coup take place and what followed? Why did the ruling junta invite Russia as a guest of 

honour for Armed Forces Day?   

• The story so far: On March 27, Myanmar 

commemorated its Armed Forces Day with 

a grand parade featuring Russia as the 

guest of honour. The Armed Forces Day is 

in honour of the army’s rebellion against 

the Japanese occupation in 1945. The 

leader of the country’s ruling military junta, 

Senior General Min Aung Hlaing, gave 

exceptionally inflammatory comments 

aimed to quell dissidents and protesters. 

He said that the armed forces would 

“annihilate” the dissidents who he deemed 

“supporters of terrorist groups” looking to 

threaten the peace and security of the country. The country has led intense crackdowns on those 

resisting junta rule. The General invalidated the identity and agency of those protesting, and by 

deeming them terrorists, provided the authorities a basis to engage violently. 

 

WHAT IS HAPPENING ON THE GROUND?  
• The military continues to conduct operations in different regions of the country to quash dissident 

voices. The regions under artillery attack, airstrikes, and other physical forms of violent attacks include 

Sagaing, the Kayah State, the Chin State, and the Kayin State, reminiscent of last year’s bloody 

operations on Armed Forces Day. Myanmar continues its resistance with political opponents of the 

junta also joining militias. These militias have collaborated with some long-standing ethnic armed 

groups which have operated in the borderlands of the country. 

• These States have rarely been centrally controlled. For most part of their history, these have been ruled 

by local leaders. These States can also serve as a buffer between Myanmar and its bordering nations 

and thus be a site of constant assaults. The Wa state of the larger Shan State in particular has a 

remarkably complex history with it being over-run by Mao Zedong’s forces during the Chinese Civil 

War. After about two decades, the region was taken over by the Communist Party of Burma. Deng 

Xiaoping’s tenure saw China making a halt on the assaults and instead focusing on potential trade 

opportunities. As a result of such historical events, China enjoys a complex relationship with the local 

factions and the military junta. 
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WHAT IS THE MYANMAR-RUSSIA RELATIONSHIP 

• Myanmar’s military junta seized power last year on February 1 and then invited Russia, their “true 

friend”, as a guest of honour for its Armed Forces Day celebrations. Apart from Russia, India and seven 

other countries sent their representatives to attend the military parade. Keeping the bonhomie alive, 

Myanmar was one of the very few countries which came to Moscow’s defence after the invasion of 

Ukraine. Russia also continues to be a major defence exporter to Myanmar. Myanmar doesn’t like to 

exclusively depend on one country for its defence needs and its history shows that it likes to cozy up 

to different seemingly sympathetic countries. Apart from Russia, China is another major player which 

offers arms to Myanmar. Pakistan, India, Serbia, Belarus, Ukraine, and the Republic of Korea also 

routinely export defence equipment, and small to medium size arms and ammunitions. Myanmar has 

a tumultuous relationship with China as Beijing is also involved in arming rebel factions and thus, 

Myanmar wishes to diversify its dependence. 

• The relationship between Russia and the junta seems to be of cooperation, one which now favours 

Moscow more than before as it faces sanctions from a host of countries. Myanmar is looking to use 

their raw materials as currency which works 

out for them as well as Moscow. The flip side to 

this story is that as the Russian offence 

continues in Ukraine, it would not have the 

capacity or the willingness to export its defence 

equipment to Myanmar. 

• Myanmar continues to run the Moscow agenda 

in international fora whenever it can by being 

sympathetic to Russia’s actions and referring to 

Vladimir Putin as “a visionary leader who had 

the foresight to quietly build up his military and 

economic strength”. In doing so, they are 

propagating a strong-man argument and thus 

trying to solidify their domestic support to sell 

a similarly constructed imagination of what a 

nation could be with just the right kind of 

actions. 

HOW HAS THE JUNTA ACTED? 

• The junta’s actions in Myanmar have been 

downright horrific. Hundreds of children were 

detained since the junta seized power back in 

2021 in a bid to use them as leverage in order 

to find and arrest their family members and 

relatives who may be part of dissident groups. 

The junta was and continues to be allegedly 



 

6 | P a g e  
 

involved in mass killings, acts of sexual violence, and arbitrary arrests of protesters and other civic 

society members who refuse to toe the line. On February 1, 2021, the junta arrested the country’s 

elected leaders including Aung San Suu Kyi and then president Win Myint. It is reported that close to 

4,00,000 people have been internally displaced since the beginning of the coup in 2021. 

 

WHAT LED TO THE COUP? 

• To make sense of the 2021 coup in Myanmar, it is important to look at the chequered history of 

independent Myanmar. The country has been in a constant tussle between democracy and military 

rule. Before the 2021 coup, it had previously witnessed two coups; in 1962 and in 1988. Even during 

the brief periods of democracy, the junta continued to remain the strongest institution. Myanmar has 

seen three Constitutions being drawn up and enacted, the latest of it being a result of the military junta. 

They gave themselves 25% of the seats in the legislature and thus made it possible that amendments 

couldn’t pass without their support. 

• The junta gave concessions to the democratic elements and released Aung San Suu Kyi from house 

arrest in 2010 under strict conditions, one of which was that she could never be the President. She was, 

however, able to circumvent this clause by taking control as ‘State Counsellor’ with de-facto power 

residing with her as a customary President’s post was taken up by a proxy. What the junta did not 

realise was how her popularity would surge. The year 2015 saw the National League of Democracy 

(NLD), led by Suu Kyi, winning 77% of the seats in Parliament. 

• The reasons for the 2021 coup stem from this growing popularity of Suu Kyi and her party. The junta 

would have wanted to squash this before democracy made any more inroads into the junta’s 

stronghold on the country. 

 

WHO’S THE COUP LEADER? 

• Gen. Min Aung Hlaing became Myanmar’s military chief in 2011, at a time when the country was 

transitioning into quasi democracy. When Aung Saan Suu Kyyi’s NLD swept the 2015 election, the 

military accepted the results. But the political peace did not last long. When the NLD swept the 2020 

election with a bigger mandate, the Union Solidarity and Development Party (USDP), a proxy of the 

military, alleged election fraud. On February 1, Gen. Min Aung Hlaing carried out the third coup in the 

country’s history. 

• As a commanding officer, he led several military campaigns against the country’s myriad rebels. But his 

rise to the top echelons of the powerful military was sealed after he led the 2009 offensive against the 

Myanmar Nationalities Democratic Alliance Army, an insurgents group in the Kokang region, along the 

border of China’s Yunnan province. Within one week, the Myanmar military dislodged thousands of 

insurgents from the border. The campaign also resulted in thousands of refugees fleeing the border 

villages to the Chinese side of the border. Within the military, the campaign was hailed as a victory and 

Gen. Min Aung Hlaing got the attention of Senior General Than Shwe. In August 2010, he was appointed 

joint chief of staff. And in March 2011, when Gen. Than Shwe, in his mid-70s, retired, he picked Gen. 

Min Aung Hlaing as his successor. 
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• When the NLD swept the 2020 election, the Army considered the rising popularity of the party and its 

leader a threat. The Generals made three demands to Ms. Suu Kyi, according to a Reuters report: 

disband the Election Commission, announce a probe into alleged election fraud and postpone the 

meeting of Parliament. Ms. Suu Kyi said ‘no’ to all three. Then came the coup. 

 

WHAT IS INDIA’S STAND? 

• India’s relationship with Myanmar has been predicated on maintaining a balance in its neighbourhood 

in a bid to keep a check on China’s growing influence. In doing so, it has forgone certain democratic 

ideals and allowed itself to not publicly speak against the events transpiring in Myanmar. It abstained 

from voting on the United Nations General Assembly’s resolution on Myanmar and has constantly 

refused to actively speak out against the junta. Recently, India urged Myanmar to end violence and 

implement ASEAN’s five-point consensus. It continues to offer military exports to Myanmar. 

• Different multilateral forums and organisations are trying to get the junta to mend their ways but to 

little avail. In his recent visit to Myanmar, ASEAN’s special envoy, Prak Sokhonn, hinted that the junta 

leadership gave a positive response towards the possibility of him being able to meet the democratic 

leadership. 

• Sri Lanka’s Foreign Secretary, Admiral Jayanath Colombage, communicated the idea that they would 

be looking to engage with Myanmar. As of now, the Sri Lankan President Gotabaya Rajapaksa is hosting 

the Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi and other regional leaders from BIMSTEC (Bay of Bengal 

Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation) in a hybrid mode. 

• Recently, the Biden administration, in a bid to put Myanmar under the limelight internationally, ruled 

that the military junta carried out genocide against the Rohingya minority. It also, along with the U.K. 

and Canada, implemented sanctions against high-ranking members of the junta. The U.N. Security 

Council condemned the actions of the junta falling short of terming the events of 2021 as a “coup”. 

New Zealand suspended political and diplomatic ties with Myanmar back in 2021 but continued to 

make sure that developmental programmes function seamlessly. 

• It becomes especially important for the international community to act in ways which while punishing 

the military junta for its actions and trying to force them into taking corrective measures also doesn’t 

hurt the local population of the country. Blind economic sanctions won’t get the job done and would 

only hurt the already hurting populace, say observers. 

 

ASSAM, MEGHALAYA INK PACT TO END BORDER ROW 
• “We will resolve the problem in the six other areas in the near future. I congratulate both sides on 

behalf of (Prime Minister Narendra) Modiji and the Government of India,” he said. 

• Lauding the “political will” of the two Chief Ministers, Mr. Shah said he was confident that the northeast 

could be free of interstate boundary disputes in the days to come. 

• Apart from Meghalaya, Assam has boundary disputes with Arunachal Pradesh, Mizoram and Nagaland. 

All these States, two as Union Territories initially, were carved out of Assam between 1963 and 1972. 
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• Mr. Sarma called the boundary deal historic and thanked Mr. Modi and Mr. Shah for their “guidance in 

achieving this feat”. 

• “We hope to resolve the disputes in the remaining six areas soon,” he said. 

• Mr. Sangma said the boundary solution was the result of team work by the two State governments. He 

thanked Mr. Sarma for working together with the Meghalaya government. 

 

PROTESTS IN VILLAGES 

• Meanwhile, people in several villages in the disputed sectors protested the boundary agreement. 

• They claimed they were not given enough opportunities by the regional committees to present their 

cases. Assam Congress MLA Nandita Das, who represents the Boko Assembly constituency that 

encompasses three of the six “resolved” disputed sectors, said there was no give-and-take involved. “It 

was only give and no take on the part of Assam. If we go by the constitutional boundary and the Survey 

of India map, Meghalaya has been occupying all the disputed sectors,” she said. 

 

INDIA SEEKS CLOSER BIMSTEC PARTNERSHIP 
• Members should create supply and value chains to prevent ‘external shocks’: Jaishankar in Colombo 

• The world is passing through one of the most difficult phases in recent history as the war in Ukraine 

has erupted even before the end of the COVID-19 pandemic, External Affairs Minister Dr. S. Jaishankar 

said on Tuesday in Colombo. 

• Addressing the ministerial of the BIMSTEC (Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and 

Economic Cooperation), he urged closer cooperation and connectivity among the members. The 

BIMSTEC summit scheduled for Wednesday has drawn global attention because of participation from 

Myanmar which was isolated internationally following the military takeover in February 2021. 

• Mr. Jaishankar said members should create supply and value chains to prevent “external shocks” 

because of the unpredictable situation in the world. 

• “Under these circumstances, as we shore up our domestic capacities, we also need to broaden and 

deepen cooperation under BIMSTEC. We need more working together in many more areas; we need 

more effective and fast-paced cooperation. We need to intensify and build on what we have achieved 

in the last 25 years,” Mr. Jaishankar said. 

‘ 

LANDMARK ACHIEVEMENT’ 

• The meeting was held a day before the leaders’ meeting when the BIMSTEC Charter will be adopted. 

BIMSTEC was initiated in 1997 but its overall coherence suffered in recent years because of the 

differences between Bangladesh and Myanmar over the Rohingya issue that erupted in 2017. 

• Apart from the Charter, the leaders of the grouping are also expected to adopt the BIMSTEC Master 

Plan for Transport Connectivity. 

• Mr. Jaishankar referred to the Charter as a “landmark achievement”. 

• “But we must not rest on the achievement and instead move on to next steps that can be taken to 

further strengthen BIMSTEC. I am confident that we will identify priority institution building tasks and 



 

9 | P a g e  
 

areas of cooperation, and task our senior officials to work with the Secretary General for their 

realisation.” said Mr. Jaishankar. 

• BIMSTEC has India, Bangladesh, Nepal, Bhutan, Sri Lanka, Myanmar and Thailand as its members. The 

Charter and the BIMSTEC Master Plan for Transport Connectivity is expected to boost trade among the 

members. 

 

BRIDGING THE BAY IN QUEST OF A STRONGER BIMSTEC 

• The grouping has potential as a natural platform for development cooperation in a rapidly changing 

Indo-Pacific region 

• Sri Lanka is gearing up to host the Fifth Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and 

Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC) Summit, now in its silver jubilee year (the summit is being held in 

virtual/hybrid mode on March 30, and Sri Lanka is the current BIMSTEC chair). This special occasion 

makes it imperative for BIMSTEC leaders to reinforce their commitments and efforts in building the 

momentum of collaborations in the Bay of Bengal region for the security and development of all. 

• This summit is expected to build the required momentum of collaborations among the member states 

— Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Myanmar, Nepal, Sri Lanka and Thailand — as there has been 

commendable teamwork among them and a finalisation of several agreements to enhance regional 

strategic and economic integration. The unique ecology of BIMSTEC is witnessing enriched political 

support and commitment from India. 

• Undoubtedly, BIMSTEC has special significance for India in a changing mental map of the region. India 

has made the Bay of Bengal integral to India’s ‘Neighbourhood First’ and ‘Act East’ policies which can 

accelerate the process of regional integration. BIMSTEC matters for India and the region. 

 

AN AREA OF IMPORTANCE 

• Finalising the BIMSTEC Charter; BIMSTEC Master Plan for Transport Connectivity; BIMSTEC Convention 

on Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal Matters; BIMSTEC Technology Transfer Facility (TTF); 

cooperation between diplomatic academies/training institutions; and a template of Memorandum of 

Association for the future establishment of BIMSTEC centres/entities present signs of optimism as well 

as the comeback of the Bay of Bengal as a new economic and strategic space. 

• Further, the economic and strategic significance of the Bay of Bengal is growing rapidly with a re-

emergence of the idea of the ‘Indo-Pacific’ region. This notion assumes that the growing economic, 

geopolitical and security connections between the Western Pacific and the Indian Ocean regions are 

creating a shared strategic space. The Bay of Bengal is evolving as the centre of the Indo-Pacific region 

again. The renewed focus has given a new lease of life to the developmental efforts in the region, in 

particular BIMSTEC. 

• As the BIMSTEC process turns 25 years, it is all set to make visible progress through advancing concrete 

cooperation among the member states. They have invested some fresh energy in the last couple of 

years to make BIMSTEC a valuable institution for regional integration and collaboration. 

 

A BRIDGE BETWEEN ASIAS 
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• BIMSTEC has huge potential as a natural platform for development cooperation in a rapidly changing 

geopolitical calculus and can leverage its unique position as a pivot in the Indo-Pacific region. There has 

been tangible progress in BIMSTEC cooperation in several areas that include security, counter-

terrorism, intelligence sharing, cybersecurity and coastal security, and transport connectivity and 

tourism, among others. 

• The growing value of BIMSTEC and its attempt to generate synergy through collective efforts by 

member states can be understood, for three key reasons. First, there is a greater appreciation of 

BIMSTEC’s potential due to geographical contiguity, abundant natural and human resources, and rich 

historical linkages and a cultural heritage for promoting deeper cooperation in the region. Indeed, with 

a changed narrative and approach, the Bay of Bengal has the potential to become the epicentre of the 

Indo-Pacific idea — a place where the strategic interests of the major powers of East and South Asia 

intersect. Political support and strong commitment from all member countries are crucial in making 

BIMSTEC a dynamic and effective regional organisation. 

 

NEED FOR CONNECTIVITY 

• Second, BIMSTEC serves as a bridge between two major high-growth centres of Asia South and 

Southeast Asia. Connectivity is essential to develop a peaceful, prosperous and sustainable Bay of 

Bengal region. Therefore, BIMSTEC needs to address two dimensions of connectivity – one, upgrading 

and dovetailing national connectivity into a regional road map; and two, development of both hard and 

soft infrastructures. 

• The BIMSTEC Master Plan for Transport Connectivity will provide the necessary boost to connectivity. 

There is growing involvement of educational institutions, industries and business chambers through 

various forums and conclaves which are helping to enhance cooperation in the areas of education, 

trade and investments, information technology and communication among others. Resisting the 

temptation to make lofty promises, the BIMSTEC leaders have focused on priority areas through a 

concrete action plan on time. 

 

INDIA’S ROLE 

• Third, the BIMSTEC Secretariat coordinates, monitors and facilitates the implementation of BIMSTEC 

activities and programmes. The leaders must agree to strengthen the institutional capacity of the 

BIMSTEC Secretariat. Approval of a charter for BIMSTEC during the summit will further augment its 

visibility and stature in international fora. Likewise, India has implemented its promise to set up a 

Centre for Bay of Bengal Studies (CBS) at Nalanda University, Bihar for research on art, culture and 

other subjects related to the Bay of Bengal. The quest for economic growth and the development of 

the BIMSTEC region can be achieved with single-minded focus and cooperation among the member 

counties. In this endeavour, India has a key role in accelerating regional cooperation under the BIMSTEC 

framework and in making it vibrant, stronger and result-oriented. 

 

IMPOTANT MCQ  
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1.Which of the following statements about the regional grouping BIMSTEC are true? 

A.It came into force in 1997 through the Bangkok Declaration. 

B.Its Permanent Secretariat is in Colombo. 

C.Thailand and Malaysia are its member states. 

D.It is a sector-driven cooperative organization. 

Choose the correct answer from the following options: 

A. 1 only 

B. 1 and 4 

C. 2 and 3 

D. 3 and 4 

Explanation : 

The Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation 

(BIMSTEC) is a regional organization comprising seven Member States lying in the littoral 

and adjacent areas of the Bay of Bengal constituting a contiguous regional unity. This 

sub-regional organization came into being on 6 June 1997 through the Bangkok 

Declaration. It constitutes seven Member States: five deriving from South Asia, including 

Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Nepal, Sri Lanka, and two from Southeast Asia, including 

Myanmar and Thailand. The regional group constitutes a bridge between South and 

South East Asia and represents a reinforcement of relations among these countries. Its 

permanent secretariat was established in Dhaka, Bangladesh in 2014.  Unlike many other 

regional groupings, BIMSTEC is a sector-driven cooperative organization. Starting with 

six sectors—including trade, technology, energy, transport, tourism and fisheries—for 

sectoral cooperation in the late 1997, it expanded to embrace nine more sectors—

including agriculture, public health, poverty alleviation, counter-terrorism, 

environment, culture, people to people contact and climate change—in 2008. 
 

2.Greater one-horned Rhino can be seen in their natural habitat in 

which of the following National Parks? 

 

1. Kaziranga National Park 

2. Mrugavani National Park 

3. Orang National Park 

4. Guindy National Park 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

a) 1,3 and 4 only 

b) 1, 2 and 3 only 
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c)i and 3 only 

d) All of the above 

 

Correct Answer is:C 

 


