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 It can be a tool of social justice, he says 

 Chief Justice of India N.V. Ramana stressed the need for increasing the use of alternative dispute 

resolution (ADR) mechanisms that can change the judicial landscape, bringing justice to 

millions and settling grievances without protracted legal proceedings. 

 Speaking on the significance of mediation as an ADR mechanism, Chief Justice urged that an 

“active effort must be taken by courts to make negotiations and mediation mandatory as part 

of case management.” 

 The CJI was speaking at all India two-day conference on Mediation and Information Technology 

at the Statue of Unity in Gujarat. 

 “The concept of ADR, through Lok Adalats, Gram Nyayalayas, mediation and arbitration 

centres, has the potential to transform the legal landscape of India by providing millions of 

people a platform to settle their grievances,” the CJI said. 

 Justice Ramana also spoke on ‘FASTER’, a digital platform recently launched by the Supreme 

Court for fast and secured delivery of urgent court orders in encrypted electronic format to the 

stakeholders, as well as live streaming of court proceedings. 

 Offering freebies is a policy call of a political party: ECIPanel tells court it does not have powers 

of deregistration 

  

 

 Offering or distributing freebies either before or after an election is a policy decision of a 

political party, the Election Commission of India (ECI) has told the Supreme Court. 

 The poll body was replying to a petition filed by advocate Ashwini Upadhyay that the promise 

and distribution of “irrational freebies” by political parties amounted to bribery and unduly 

influencing voters. It vitiated free and fair elections in the country, the petition said. 

 But the ECI adopted a hands-off approach, saying “whether such policies are financially viable 

or have adverse effect on the economic health of the State is a question that has to be considered 

and decided by the voters of the State”. 

 The election body said it cannot regulate policies and decisions that may be taken by the 

winning party when they form the government. 

 “Such an action, without enabling provisions of law, would be an overreach of powers,” the ECI 

said in its affidavit. 

         HIGH TIME FOR ADR MECHANISMS: CJI 

 

THE ELECTION COMMISSION HAS ASKED THE CENTRE FOR ELECTORAL REFORMS. 
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 The ECI referred to the top court’s own decision in the S. Subramaniam Balaji case that the poll 

body cannot intervene in promises made in election manifestos released by parties before the 

announcement of the election dates, after which the Model Code of Conduct (MCC) kicked in. 

PARTIES CONSULTED 

 It said new MCC guidelines were framed in consultation with political parties, keeping in mind 

the potential influence freebies may have on a level playing field. A letter from the ECI had even 

advised parties to submit their declarations along with copies of manifestos. 

 The ECI did not agree with Mr. Upadhyay’s plea to seize the election symbols of parties which 

promise gifts. The lawyer had wanted an additional condition that “a political party shall not 

promise/distribute irrational freebies from the public funds before election” to be inserted in 

the Election Symbols Order of 1968. 

 The recognition and continuation of state and national parties are based on one touchstone — 

electoral performance, the ECI countered. 

 “Barring parties from promising/distributing freebies from public funds before election may 

result in a situation where parties will lose their recognition even before they display their 

electoral performance in elections,” the ECI reasoned. 

 It said parties can be de-registered only if they had registered through fraud or forgery or if 

they were declared illegal by the Centre or if they had stopped abiding by the Indian 

Constitution. 

 However, the ECI said it has been, for years, appealing to the Centre to arm it with the powers 

to deregister political parties. 

 In a letter to the Law Minister in July 1998, the Chief Election Commissioner had said that out 

of over 650 parties registered with the ECI, only 150 or so contested elections in 1998. 

 The letter was referred to in another communication in July 2004 when the ECI had sent a set 

of 22 proposals for electoral reforms, including powers to deregister political parties. 

 

 

Modifications have been made to its cryogenic upper stage as per panel’s recommendations 

 The Geosynchronous Satellite Launch Vehicle (GSLV) with improvements added to its cryogenic 

upper stage (CUS) is expected to be ready in the second half of this year. 

 A high-level panel which examined last year’s failed GSLV-F10/EOS-03 mission had 

recommended measures for making the CUS more robust. Indian Space Research 

Organisation’s Liquid Propulsion Systems Centre (LPSC) is tasked with making the required 

  IMPROVED GSLV TO BE READY BY THIS YEAR 
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modifications to the cryogenic engine-powered upper 

stage of the GSLV Mk II rocket. A senior official of the 

Vikram Sarabhai Space Centre (VSSC), ISRO’s lead unit 

on launch vehicles, says the next GSLV flight will be 

held once the modifications are incorporated. 

 The GSLV-F10 mission on August 12, 2021 was designed 

to place the earth observation satellite EOS-03 in a 

geosynchronous transfer orbit, but the upper stage of 

the rocket malfunctioned, forcing the space agency to 

abort the mission. A national-level Failure Analysis 

Committee (FAC) later concluded that a leak in a Vent 

and Relief Valve (VRV) had led to a lower build-up of 

pressure in the Liquid Hydrogen (LH2) propellant tank, 

leading to a failed mission. 

TO AVOID LEAKS 

 Modifications planned include a mechanism to ensure sufficient pressure in the tank before the 

engine burns and strengthening of the VRV to avoid leaks. 

 On Thursday, Union Minister of State for Science & Technology Jitendra Singh informed the 

Rajya Sabha in a written reply that computer simulations as well as multiple ground tests, 

“closely simulating the conditions in the GSLV-F10 flight, had validated the analysis of the FAC.” 

He points out that the satellite for the next GSLV mission is expected to be ready for launch in 

the fourth quarter of 2022 and the mission failure is not likely to delay “related projects”. 

 The FAC, whose report was published in March, points to a leak in the VRV as the underlying 

reason for the failure. Pressure build-up in the liquid hydrogen (LH2) propellant tank was low 

when the upper stage engine was to ignite. This caused the fuel booster turbo pump inside the 

LH2 tank, which feeds the main turbo pump of the engine to malfunction, affecting the flow of 

propellant into the engine thrust chamber. 

 

What are the Supreme Court’s orders to Tamil 

Nadu and Kerala on the supervisory 

committee?  

 On April 8, the Supreme Court ordered the 

reconstitution of the Mullaperiyar dam’s 

supervisory committee, which will include one 

technical expert each from Tamil Nadu and 

Kerala (the two States involved in the dispute 

concerning safety of the dam), and empowered 

the panel with functions and powers on par 

with those of the National Dam Safety 

Authority (NDSA), a body envisaged under the Dam Safety Act, 2021. 

HAS MULLAPERIYAR DAM PANEL BEEN CHANGED? 



 

4 | P a g e  

WHAT IS THE DISPUTE?  

 Located in Idukki district of Kerala, the 126-year-old Mullaperiyar dam is owned, operated and 

maintained by Tamil Nadu for several purposes, including irrigation, drinking water supply 

and hydro-power generation. In late 1979, after the eruption of the controversy over the 

structural stability of the dam, it was decided at a tripartite meeting that the water level be 

lowered to 136 feet against the full reservoir level of 152 feet so that Tamil Nadu could take up 

strengthening measures. In view of execution of a large portion of the measures, the Supreme 

Court, in 2006 and 2014, held that the water level be raised to 142 feet, up to which Tamil Nadu 

stored water even last year. The court’s judgment of 2014 also provided for the formation of 

the supervisory committee and the completion of the remaining work by Tamil Nadu. But, there 

has been no end to litigation over the dam with Kerala witnessing landslides in recent years. 

Though there had been no reports of landslides in the vicinity of the dam site, the events in 

other parts of the State led to a renewed campaign against the dam. The Kerala government 

proposed that the existing dam be decommissioned and a fresh one be built, the options of 

which are not completely acceptable to Tamil Nadu which wants to complete the remaining 

strengthening work and restore the level to 152 feet. 

WHY WAS THE DAM SAFETY ACT FRAMED? HOW DOES IT AFFECT 

MULLAPERIYAR? 

 The Central government had mooted a bill on dam safety on account of the absence of a proper 

dam safety institutional framework. The Dam Safety Act, 2021, which came into force last 

December, deals with the subjects of surveillance, inspection, operation and maintenance of 

stipulated dams across the country, all of which hold relevance to the Mullaperiyar dam. 

 Broadly, the law, which holds dam owners responsible for the construction, operation, 

maintenance, and supervision of dams, has designed two sets of bodies, one at the level of the 

Union government and another at the level of States. The National Committee on Dam Safety 

(NCDS) would devise dam safety policies and recommend necessary regulations while the 

NDSA would implement policies and address unresolved issues between States, apart from 

being the regulatory body. 

 At the other level, the State Dam Safety Organisation and State Committees on Dam Safety have 

been envisaged. There is one more function attached to the NDSA, by which the NDSA would 

assume the role of a State Dam Safety Organisation for a dam located in one State and owned 

and operated by another. This is why Mullaperiyar comes under the law’s purview. 

WHAT HAS THE SUPREME COURT RULED? 

 Apart from vesting the supervisory committee with powers and functions of the NDSA, the 

court has empowered it to decide on all outstanding matters related to the safety of the dam 

and conduct a fresh review of its safety. For any act of failure, “appropriate action” will be 

taken against the persons concerned not only for having violated the directions of the court but 

also under the Act, which talks of one year imprisonment or fine or both for refusal to comply 

with directions of bodies formed under the law. As required by the Supreme Court in its latest 

order, the two States are expected to nominate, within two weeks, one representative each to 

the supervisory committee, in addition to one nominee each. 
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 The Reserve Bank on Friday held benchmark interest rates and retained its ‘accommodative’ 

stance, even as it emphasised it was pivoting to focus on ‘withdrawal of accommodation to 

ensure that inflation remains within the target’. 

 The RBI raised its forecast for inflation in FY23 to 5.7% from its February projection of 4.5%. 

 The central bank also lowered its growth estimate for the current fiscal to 7.2% from the 7.8% 

forecast earlier. 

 

 

 The first batch of three choppers is 

expected to arrive in India by June, says 

a defence official 

 The first batch of Indian Navy aircrew 

successfully completed its training on 

the MH-60R Multi-Role Helicopters 

(MRH) at the U.S. Naval Air Station, 

North Island in San Diego last week. 

 “The 10-month course included 

conversion training and other advanced 

qualifications on MH-60R helicopter. 

The crew flew extensively from Helicopter Maritime Strike Squadron - 41 (HSM 41) and 

achieved day and night deck landing qualification onboard a U.S. Navy Destroyer,” the Navy 

said in a statement.  

 The crew would be responsible for inducting the versatile ‘Romeo’ into the Indian Navy, it 

stated. 

 The first batch of three helicopters are expected to arrive in India by June, a defence official 

said. 

 This will be the first major induction of helicopters by the Navy in decades for deployment on 

ships. 

 The MH-60R helicopters will provide the Navy enhanced offensive role including anti-

submarine warfare, anti-ship strike, specialised maritime operations as well as search and 

rescue operations, the Navy added. 

 Three helicopters were handed over to the Indian Navy last July in the U.S. and are being used 

for training Indian pilots at Pensacola, Florida and San Diego. 

$2.2 BILLION DEAL 

 India had signed a $2.2 billion deal for MH-60R helicopters built by Lockheed Martin during 

the visit of then U.S. President Donald Trump in February 2020. Deliveries are expected to be 

completed by 2025. 

      RBI HOLDS BENCHMARK INTEREST RATES 

 

NAVY CREW COMPLETES TRAINING ON MH-60R 

HELICOPTERS 
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 The Navy is facing an acute shortage of helicopters on its frontline warships but procurement 

of new ones has been repeatedly delayed. 

 The MH-60Rs are a replacement of the Sea King 42/42A helicopters already decommissioned 

in the 1990s, and are envisaged to operate from the frontline ships and aircraft carriers 

providing them the critical attributes of flexibility of operation, enhanced surveillance and 

attacking capability. 

 The third positive indigenisation list of 101 equipment and platforms released by the Defence 

Ministry on Thursday includes the long pending deal for Naval Utility Helicopters (NUH) which 

was earlier being processed through the Strategic Partnership route of procurement procedure. 

 The Navy is now in talks with the Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL) to acquire a variant of 

its Advanced Light Helicopter (ALH). 

 Another major requirement for 123 multi-role helicopters is also pending. To address the 

shortfall in the interim, last April, the Navy issued a Request for Information (RFI) for lease of 

24 light helicopters. 

 

Central bank holds interest rates, lowers GDP growth forecast as war clouds India’s economic 

outlook  

 The Reserve Bank of India’s Monetary Policy 

Committee on Friday raised its estimate for 

inflation in FY23 to 5.7%, from the 4.5% 

forecast in February before Russia invaded 

Ukraine, and stressed that it would now turn 

its focus to the “withdrawal of accommodation 

to ensure that inflation remains within the 

target going forward”. 

 “In the sequence of priority we have now put inflation before growth,” RBI governor 

Shaktikanta Das said at a press conference after announcing the MPC’s decision to hold interest 

rates at its first policy review of the new fiscal year. “For the last three years growth was ahead 

of inflation in sequence. This time we have reversed it because we thought the time is 

appropriate,” he added. 

 The RBI has also started withdrawing some of the accommodation it had provided in the last 

two years, though gradually. 

 “The stance continues to be accommodative but we are now focussing on withdrawal of 

accommodation. So, gradually we are moving away from an ‘accommodative’ stance which has 

been there for more than two years,” Mr. Das stressed. 

 Elaborating on the change in tack, RBI Deputy Governor Michael Debabrata Patra said, “We 

have taken the policy repo rate to an all-time low which is 4%. If you adjust it with the targeted 

inflation then the real rate is zero. That was ultra accommodation. The situation is changing 

and now we want to withdraw the ultra accommodation but there is scope to remain 

accommodative.” 

‘WAR-INDUCED FACTORS’ 

  RBI TO ‘FOCUS’ ON INFLATION, LIFTS ESTIMATES 
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 Mr. Das said the MPC had decided to revise the inflation projections for FY23 upwards with the 

estimate for Q1 at 6.3%; Q2 at 5.8%; Q3 at 5.4%; and Q4 at 5.1% due to “war-induced factors”. 

 He pointed to the sharp increase in crude oil, edible oil and wheat prices, and the cost of feed 

— which has pushed prices of poultry, egg and dairy products — as reason for the higher 

estimates. 

 Earlier, the MPC voted unanimously to keep the policy repo rate unchanged at 4%. 

 Mr. Das said escalating geopolitical tensions had cast a shadow on India’s economic outlook. As 

a result, real GDP growth for FY23 has been projected at 7.2%, compared with 7.8% estimated 

earlier. 

 Asked about the likely impact of any economic fallout due to India’s ongoing trade with Russia, 

which is facing sanctions from western nations, Mr. Das said, “The government is seized of the 

issue... as far as RBI is concerned, we will not do anything that goes against the sanctions.” 

 

Ease of doing business’ did not stop govt. from taking action, says court 

 Its goal of ‘ease of doing business’ did not stop the government from bringing a “strict” regime 

of the Foreign Contribution Regulation Act (FCRA) in 2020 to stop the abuse and misutlisation 

of foreign funds, the Supreme Court said in a judgment on Friday. 

 “Ordinarily, convenience of business and persons engaged in doing business must be uppermost 

in the mind of the Parliament/Legislature to effectuate the goal of ease of doing business... the 

strict regime became essential because of the past experience of abuse and misutilisation of the 

‘foreign contribution’ and cancellation of certificates of as many as 19,000 registered 

organisations on the ground of being grossly non-compliant,” a three-judge Bench, led by 

Justice A.M. Khanwilkar, said in support of the restrictions in the 2020 FCRA amendments. 

 Permitting inflow of foreign contribution, which is a donation, is a matter of policy of the State 

backed by law, the top court held. It was open for the State to even have a regime which may 

completely prohibit receipt of foreign donation, as no right inheres in the citizen to receive 

foreign donations. 

 Besides, the court said, anyone wanting foreign contributions cannot be said to be engaged in 

“usual or ordinary business”. 

PARTICULAR BANK BRANCH 

 One of the amendments criticised by NGOs involved a bar on operating existing FCRA accounts 

in scheduled banks of their convenience and the opening of a new bank account at the State 

Bank of India branch at Sansad Marg in New Delhi. Foreign donations can be remitted from 

abroad only through this “primary” account in this particular branch and no other. 

 But the court said FCRA account operators could not claim the right of continuity of a “deficient 

and flawed framework”. Opening an account at the Sansad Marg branch was only a one-time 

exercise to ensure inflow of foreign contribution through one channel only. 

 “There is no restriction regarding utilisation of the funds only through that (primary) FCRA 

account. For, it is open to the recipient to operate multiple accounts in other scheduled banks 

for its utilisation,” Justice Khanwilkar, accompanied by Justices Dinesh Maheshwari and C.T. 

Ravikumar on the Bench, said. 

STRICT REGIME NECESSITATED BY EXPERIENCE OF ABUSE: SC‘ 
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 “The Parliament must be credited with having taken recourse to corrective dispensation for 

eradicating the mischief, which any sovereign country can ill-afford... The Parliament is 

supreme and has a final say in matters of legislation,” the court said. 

 


