
 

 

 

 It will be thrown open to the public from September 
 Dubbed as Asia’s largest teak and sal forest, the Barbara forest in Odisha was perhaps the 

only forest in India guarded by the jawans of Central Reserve Police Force (for protecting 

forest resources). It will soon be open for public from the next tourist season from 

September. 

 The government is readying the infrastructure to bring the natural forest on ecotourism 

map. 

 Three cottages have been constructed and other facilities are being created for tourists to 

enjoy the scenic landscape that holds a number of natural streams, dense teak forest and 

is suitable for trekking. 

 Spread over 870-sq km, the forest touches three districts Khordha, Nayagarh and Ganjam 
of Odisha and, as per legend, is named after a British forest officer's wife, who was killed 

in a tiger attack in the area, 100-odd years ago. 

 The dense teak forest, about 150 km from Bhubaneswar, lent to a flourishing timber market 

in Bhubaneswar, Berhampur, Cuttack and Nayagarh. It is said the timber mafia worked in 

tandem with the locals, prompting former Chief Minister Biju Patnaik to seek deployment 

of CRPF in 1994-95 to check tree felling and protect the forest. 

 The Barbara landscape, under the Khordha Forest Division, is an enriched area that boasts 

several century-old plants sown by the British back in 1910. 

 “The CRPF presence had instilled fear in the mind of timber smugglers and the immediate 

destruction of precious teak treasure was contained, ” Akshaya Patnaik, the former Head 

of Khordha Division told The Hindu. 

 Though the CRPF deployment in Barbara was initially for three years but given the 

continued threat from the timber mafia, the State Government kept extending the date. 

According to sources, the CRPF wanted to withdraw from Barbara forest due to its 
commitment in other parts of the State, where Maoist violence was on the rise. However, 

a non-government organization moved Orissa High Court seeking to retain CRPF 

deployment. The Orissa High Court stayed CRPF’s withdrawal. 

 Once the State government deployed Odisha Special Striking Force, the CRPF withdrew in 

2016. According to reports, about 1,000 timber smugglers were arrested and saw mills 

around the forest area were shut down during first decade of CRPF deployment. “Apart 

from the presence of 35 OSSF personnel, the department recruited 25 extra personnel for 

safeguarding Barbara landscape. We continue to raise awareness among Joint Forest 

Management committees to stop tree felling and inform about movement of timber 

smugglers,” said Poornima Pandian, Divisional Forest Officer, Khordha. 
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Researchers are trying to understand how microplastics enter and affect host 

 Upendra Nongthomba, Professor in the Department of Molecular Reproduction, 

Development and Genetics (MRDG) at the Indian Institute of Science (IISc.), would cherish 

going to the backwaters of the Krishna Raja Sagar (KRS) dam and having fried fish on the 

bank of Cauvery river. 

 But in recent times, he has been noticing physical deformities in some of the fish and began 

to wonder whether it has something to do with the quality of water. 

 A new study led by Prof. Nongthomba, published in the journal Ecotoxicology and 

Environmental Safety, reveals that pollutants like microplastics may be causing growth 

defects in fish, including skeletal deformities, in the Cauvery river. 

 “Water is essential for everyone, including animals and plants. When it is polluted, it is 

capable of causing diseases, including cancer,” said Abass Toba Anifowoshe, a PhD student 
in Prof. Nongthomba’s lab, and the first author of the study. 

 Prof. Nongthomba’s lab conducted a comprehensive study of pollution at the KRS dam and 

its potential effects on fish. They collected water samples from three different locations 

with varying speeds of water flow – fast-flowing, slow-flowing, and stagnant – since water 

speed is known to affect the concentration of pollutants. 

 In the first part of the study, the team analysed the physical and chemical parameters of 

the water samples. All but one parameter were within the prescribed limits. The exception 

was dissolved oxygen (DO), whose levels were much lower than they needed to be in 

samples collected from the slow-flowing and stagnant sites. Water from these sites also 

had microbes such as Cyclops, Daphnia, Spirogyra, Spirochaeta and E. coli, well-known 

bio-indicators of water contamination. 

 Using a technique called Raman spectroscopy, the team detected microplastics – minute 

pieces of plastic often invisible to the naked eye – and toxic chemicals containing the 

cyclohexyl functional group (atoms in a compound that determine its chemical properties). 

 Microplastics are found in several household and industrial products, and chemicals 
containing the cyclohexyl group, such as cyclohexyl isocyanate, are commonly used in 

agriculture and the pharmaceutical industry. 

 In the second part of the study, they investigated whether pollutants in water could account 

for the developmental abnormalities seen in wild fish. They treated embryos of the well-

known model organism Zebrafish with water samples collected from the three sites, and 

found that those exposed to water from the slow-flowing and stagnant sites experienced 

skeletal deformities, DNA damage, early cell death, heart damage, and increased mortality. 

These defects were seen even after microbes were filtered out, suggesting that 

microplastics and the cyclohexyl functional groups are responsible for the ailments in the 

fish. 

 The researchers also found unstable molecules called ROS (Reactive Oxygen Species) in the 

cells of the fish that developed abnormally. 

MICROPLASTICS IN CAUVERY RIVER MAY BE HARMING FISH: IISC. STUDY 
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 As millions of people are dependent on Cauvery river water and a recent study from the 

Netherlands has shown that microplastics can enter the bloodstream of humans, Prof. 

Nongthomba said, “The concentrations we have reported may not be alarming yet for 

humans, but long-term effects can’t be ruled out.” 

 

What were the stipulations under the earlier Act in 2005? Why did an amendment become 

necessary? 

 On April 5, 2022, the Weapons of Mass Destruction (WMD) and their Delivery Systems 

(Prohibition of Unlawful Activities) Amendment Bill, 2022 was introduced in the Lok 

Sabha. It was passed the next day. The Bill amends the WMD and their Delivery Systems 

(Prohibition of Unlawful Activities) Act, 2005 which prohibits the unlawful manufacture, 

transport, or transfer of WMD (chemical, biological and nuclear weapons) and their means 

of delivery. It is popularly referred to as the WMD Act. The recent amendment extends the 

scope of banned activities to include financing of already prohibited activities. 

WHAT WAS THE PURPOSE OF THE ORIGINAL WMD ACT? 

 The WMD and their Delivery Systems (Prohibition of Unlawful Activities) Act came into 

being in July 2005. Its primary objective was to provide an integrated and overarching 

legislation on prohibiting unlawful activities in relation to all three types of WMD, their 

delivery systems and related materials, equipment and technologies. It instituted penalties 

for contravention of these provisions such as imprisonment for a term not less than five 

years (extendable for life) as well as fines. The Act was passed to meet an international 

obligation enforced by the UN Security Council Resolution (UNSCR) 1540 of 2004. 

WHAT IS THE UNSCR 1540? 

 In April 2004 the UN Security Council adopted resolution 1540 to address the growing 

threat of non-state actors gaining access to WMD material, equipment or technology to 

undertake acts of terrorism. In order to address this challenge to international peace and 
security, UNSCR 1540 established binding obligations on all UN member states under 

Chapter VII of the UN Charter. Nations were mandated to take and enforce effective 

measures against proliferation of WMD, their means of delivery and related materials to 

non-state actors. 

 UNSCR 1540 enforced three primary obligations upon nation states — to not provide any 

form of support to non-state actors seeking to acquire WMD, related materials, or their 

means of delivery; to adopt and enforce laws criminalising the possession and acquisition 

AMENDING THE WEAPONS OF MASS DESTRUCTION ACT 
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of such items by non-state actors; to adopt and enforce domestic controls over relevant 

materials, in order to prevent their proliferation. It was to meet these obligations that 

enactment and enforcement of legislations to punish the unlawful and unauthorised 

manufacture, acquisition, possession, development and transport of WMD became 

necessary. 

WHAT HAS THE AMENDMENT ADDED TO THE EXISTING ACT? 

 The Amendment expands the scope to include prohibition of financing of any activity 

related to WMD and their delivery systems. To prevent such financing, the Central 

government shall have the power to freeze, seize or attach funds, financial assets, or 
economic resources of suspected individuals (whether owned, held, or controlled directly 

or indirectly). It also prohibits persons from making finances or related services available 

for other persons indulging in such activity. 

WHY WAS THIS AMENDMENT NECESSARY? 

 UNSCR 1540 undergoes periodic reviews to determine the success of its implementation 

and to identify gaps in enforcement. In one such review undertaken in 2016, it was 

concluded that the risk of proliferation to non-state actors is increasing due to rapid 

advances in science, technology, and international commerce. 

 The statement of objects and reasons of the Bill presented in India echoes these 

developments for having made the Amendment necessary. Two specific gaps are being 

addressed — first, as the relevant organisations at the international level, such as the 

Financial Action Task Force have expanded the scope of targeted financial sanctions and 

demand tighter controls on the financing of WMD activities, India’s own legislation has 

been harmonised to align with international benchmarks. 

 Secondly, with advancements in technologies, new kinds of threats have emerged that 
were not sufficiently catered for in the existing legislation. These notably include 

developments in the field of drones or unauthorised work in biomedical labs that could 

maliciously be used for terrorist activity. Therefore, the Amendment keeps pace with 

evolving threats. In fact, domestic legislations and international measures that address 

issues of WMD security cannot afford to become fossilised. They must be agile and 

amenable to modifications in keeping with the changing tactics of non-state actors. 

WHAT MORE SHOULD INDIA DO? 

 India’s responsible behaviour and actions on non-proliferation are well recognised. It has 

a strong statutory national export control system and is committed to preventing 

proliferation of WMD. This includes transit and trans-shipment controls, retransfer 
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control, technology transfer controls, brokering controls and end-use based controls. Every 

time India takes additional steps to fulfil new obligations, it must showcase its legislative, 

regulatory and enforcement frameworks to the international community. 

 At the domestic level, this Amendment will have to be enforced through proper outreach 

measures to industry and other stakeholders to make them realise their obligations under 

the new provisions. India’s outreach efforts with respect to the WMD Act have straddled 

both region-specific and sector-specific issues. Similar efforts will be necessary to explain 

the new aspects of the law. 
 It is also necessary that India keeps WMD security in international focus. There is no room 

for complacency. Even countries which do not have WMD technology have to be sensitised 

to their role in the control framework to prevent weak links in the global control system. 

India can offer help to other countries on developing national legislation, institutions and 

regulatory framework through the IAEA (International Atomic Energy Agency) or on 

bilateral basis. 

 Could the Amendment become troublesome to people on account of mistaken identity? 

 In the discussion on the Bill in Parliament, some members expressed concern on whether 

the new legislation could make existing business entities or people in the specific sector 

susceptible to a case of mistaken identity. The External Affairs Minister, S. Jaishankar, 

however, assured the House that such chances were minimal since identification of 

concerned individuals/entities would be based on a long list of specifics. 

WHAT IS THE INTERNATIONAL SIGNIFICANCE OF THESE LEGISLATION? 
WHAT IS IN IT FOR INDIA? 

 Preventing acts of terrorism that involve WMD or their delivery systems requires building 

a network of national and international measures in which all nation states are equally 

invested. Such actions are necessary to strengthen global enforcement of standards 

relating to the export of sensitive items and to prohibit even the financing of such activities 

to ensure that non-state actors, including terrorist and black-market networks, do not gain 

access to such materials. Sharing of best practices on legislations and their implementation 

can enable harmonisation of global WMD controls. 
 India initially had reservations on enacting laws mandated by the UNSCR. This is not seen 

by India as an appropriate body for making such a demand. However, given the danger of 

WMD terrorism that India faces in view of the difficult neighbourhood that it inhabits, the 

country supported the Resolution and has fulfilled its requirements. 

 It is in India’s interest to facilitate highest controls at the international level and adopt 

them at the domestic level. Having now updated its own legislation, India can demand the 

same of others, especially from those in its neighbourhood that have a history of 

proliferation and of supporting terrorist organisations. 
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 Kerala & Punjab ranked at second and third 

 NITI Aayog's State Energy and Climate Index: 

Gujarat has ranked at the top with a 50.1 score 

among the larger states while Goa is at the top 

position among the smaller states in State 

Energy and Climate Index. 

 State Energy and Climate Index : Gujarat has 

acquired a top position in the NITI Aayog’s State 
Energy and Climate Index-Round 1 among the 

larger states with a score of 50.1 points. Gujarat 

is followed by Kerala and Punjab in second and 

third place under the same category. State 

Energy and Climate Index aim at ranking the 

states and the Union Territories on six 

parameters including energy efficiency, 

discom’s performance, and environmental sustainability. 

 Among the smaller states in NITI Aayog’s State Energy and Climate Index, Goa is at the top 

position followed by Tripura and Manipur. On the other hand, Madhya Pradesh, 

Chhattisgarh, and Jharkhand were placed at the bottom among the larger states. 

STATE ENERGY AND CLIMATE INDEX: NITI AAYOG RANKING OF STATES 

LARGER STATES 

 
 

Rank States Score 

1. Gujarat 50.1 

2. Kerala 49.1 

3. Punjab 48.6 

4. Haryana 47.9 

5. Uttarakhand 46.5 

6. Maharashtra 46.0 

7. Himachal Pradesh 45.4 

GUJARAT GRABS TOP SPOT AT NITI AAYOG’S STATE ENERGY AND CLIMATE INDEX; 
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8. Karnataka 43.8 

9. Tamil Nadu 43.4 

10. Assam 42.6 

11. Telangana 41.9 

12. Andhra Pradesh 41.6 

13. Uttar Pradesh 41.0 

14. West Bengal 38.9 

15. Bihar 38.3 

16. Odisha 37.1 

17. Rajasthan 35.4 

18.  Jharkhand 35.2 

19. Madhya Pradesh 32.6 

20.  Chattisgarh 31.7 

Smaller States 

Rank States Score 

1. Goa 51.4 

2. Tripura 45.0 

3. Manipur 36.0 

4. Mizoram 35.9 

5. Sikkim 33.3 

6. Meghalaya 29.4 

7. Nagaland 27.9 
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8.  Arunachal Pradesh 27.0 

Union Territories 

Rank Union Territories Score 

1. Chandigarh 55.7 

2. Delhi 55.6 

3. D&D and D&N 53.2 

4. Puducherry 48.5 

5. Andaman & Nicobar 29.4 

6. Jammu &Kashmir 29.3 

7. Lakshadweep 26.9 

 

State Energy and Climate Index: Six parameters to measure state's rank 

NITI Aayog's State Energy and Climate Index Round-I has ranked the states and the Union 

Territories on six parameters. These parameters also include a total of 27 indicators.  

1. Discom's performance 

2. Access Affordability and Reliability of Energy 

3. Clean Energy Initiatives 

4. Energy Efficiency 

5. Environmental Sustainability 

6. New Initiatives 

NITI AAYOG'S STATE ENERGY AND CLIMATE INDEX: SIGNIFICANCE 
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 On the basis of the scores gained in NITI Aayog's State Energy and Climate Index, the states 

and the Union Territories have been categorised into three groups - achievers, front 

runners, and aspirants.  

 State Energy and Climate Index can be used by the States and Union Territories to 

benchmark their performance against their peers, efficiently manage their energy 

resources, and analyse the potential challenges for developing better policy mechanisms.  

STATE ENERGY AND CLIMATE INDEX: BACKGROUND 

 NITI Aayog's State Energy and Climate Index Round I was released in the presence of 

secretaries of various government departments as well as the stakeholders from the energy 
sectors that were invited.  

 India is part to the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) where more 

than 190 nations have negotiated cuts to restrict the global temperature rise to 1.5 degrees 

Celsius compared to the pre-industrial era. India also has a National Mission on Climate 

Change.  

 

Authority also recommends 36% lower prices for 5G airwaves, easier spectrum surrender 

norms 

 The Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) on Monday recommended slashing the 
base price for airwaves by up to 40% across all spectrum bands, including 5G airwaves. 

 The telecom regulator has also suggested that all available spectrum in the existing bands 

— 700 MHz, 800 MHz, 900 MHz, 1800 MHz, 2100 MHz, 2300 MHz, 2500 MHz — should 

be put up for auction, along with airwaves in new bands such as 600 MHz. 

 The DoT, in a letter to TRAI in November last year, had emphasised on the need to strike 

a balance between generating revenue and the sustainability of the telecom sector in a way 

that telecom service providers are in good health with sufficient capacities to make regular 

and substantial capital expenditure for transitioning to 5G technology. It had also 

highlighted that only 37.1% of the spectrum put up in the previous auction was acquired 

by telcos and spectrum lying idle was a ‘waste for the economy’. 

 “The inputs received by the Authority during the consultation process also point to the 

need for further rationalisation of the reserve price,” the regulator said on Monday. 

 TRAI recommended the slashing of reserve prices across all spectrum bands by up to 40% 

for a 20-year period compared with the base price suggested in its previous 

recommendations. 
 For 5G airwaves in the 3300-3670 MHz band, all-India reserve price comes to ₹317 

crore/MHz, lower by 35.5% from the ₹492 crore/MHz recommended earlier. Similarly, the 

                  TRAI MOOTS UP TO 40% SPECTRUM PRICE CUT 
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reserve price for the premium 700 MHz band, which saw no takers in the previous auction, 

had been cut by 40% to ₹3,927 crore/MHz. 

PREVIOUS AUCTIONS 

 In the last auctions held in March 2021, a total of 2,308.80 MHz spectrum worth 

₹4,00,396.20 crore in reserve price was put to auction, out of which 855.60 MHz was sold 

resulting in total winning bids worth ₹77,820.81 crore. No bids were received for the 700 

MHz and 2500 MHz bands. 

 The regulator also suggested that the reserve price of spectrum allocation for 30 years 

should be equal to 1.5 times the reserve price of spectrum allocation for 20 years, for the 

respective bands. “For the long-term growth and sustainability of the sector, infusing 

liquidity and encouraging investment, telecom service providers should be allowed easy 

payment options including part payment with flexibility of moratorium.” 

 Further, for ease-of-doing business, easy and transparent spectrum surrender guidelines 

with a surrender fee of ₹1 lakh per spectrum band per licensed service area has been 

recommended. It also suggested that for the uptake of 5G use cases, a 5G-dedicated Inter 

Ministerial Working Group should be formed. 

 

 numbers for non-life insurersPremium for stand-alone private health insurers rises 32.5% 

 Non-life insurers clocked an 11% increase in gross direct premium underwritten to more 

than ₹2.2 lakh crore for the financial year ended March, a performance that came on the 
back of continued demand for health cover and a ‘good’ show by stand-alone health 

insurers, data from the Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority of India showed. 

 For a year marked for the most part by the pandemic, including the devastating second 

wave, it had stand-alone private health insurers, a part of the overall non-life segment, 

clocking a 32.5% increase in the premium to ₹20,880.08 crore (₹15,755.18 crore). 

 Gross direct premium underwritten by general insurers during the fiscal was 8.79% higher 

at ₹1,84,775.17 crore. 

 General insurers accounted for almost 84% of the non-life market. Flash figures, of the 

gross direct premium underwritten by non-life insurers, however, did not specify how 

much of the growth of general insurers was on account of their health portfolio. 

 Non-life insurers’ gross direct premium underwritten during FY21 was more than ₹1.98 

lakh crore. In March 2022, the gross direct premium underwritten by the non-life insurers 

was ₹21,591.50 crore (₹19,477.96 crore). 

HEALTH SEGMENT BOLSTERS FY22 
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 The two specialised PSU insurers — ECGC and Agricultural Insurance Company of India — 

who also form part of the non-life insurance segment, reported a 14.2% increase in the 

premium to ₹14,979.47 crore . 

 

Apart from suitable government policies, the managements of small businesses must think 

of financial safety nets 

 Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs) are critical for achieving the overall 

objectives of economic development. The sector is a significant contributor in terms of 

industrial output, employment generation, and the share in gross domestic product and 

export. But despite many initiatives by governments since Independence, the sector has 

been facing challenges in its quest for survival and growth. The COVID-19 pandemic has 

further exposed the vulnerability of the MSME sector. During the pandemic, this sector 

was among the worst hit on account of the demand and supply shocks caused and the 

measures taken later to curb the spread of infection. The sector is still struggling to survive 

and recover from the pandemic-induced shocks. 

THE PANDEMIC’S DEEP IMPACT 

 Let us focus on the impact of COVID-19 on MSMEs. A recent study (by the writers) — as a 

primary survey of 225 small firms located in the National Capital Region (NCR) and 
Uttarakhand — observed that the turnover of around 90% of small firms had declined in 

FY2020-21. Around 53% of firms faced more than a 50% decline in their turnover. Around 

29% of firms reported a collapse of their businesses. Around 53% observed a decrease in 

demand while around 36% faced erratic supply of raw materials. 

 The main reasons for a fall in turnover included restriction/s on economic activities and 

mobilities; decrease in demand; shortage of raw materials; restriction on trade; slow 

recovery of markets; payment delays and labour shortage, among others. These firms faced 

a 25% reduction in their employment particularly in the informal workers’ segment that 

stood at around 47%. Major challenges faced by firms in their revival included delayed 

payment issues; reduced demand; a lack of financial resources; supply chain disruptions; 

increased cost of production; lack of skilled workers and, most importantly, business 

uncertainties. 

 Although most of the firms were aware about the initiatives under the ‘Atmanirbhar 

Bharat’ package, only half of them found it to be of any help. Given the lack of demand and 

business uncertainties, firms did not find it rational to avail of financial assistance 
available under the ‘Atmanirbhar Bharat’ package. A majority of firms suggested that the 

IN PANDEMIC SHOCK, CRITICAL LESSONS FOR MSMES 
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Government should have been more focused on creating a revival of demand for products 

and services. 

LESSONS FOR RESILIENCE 

 Nevertheless, not all firms have suffered due to the pandemic-induced recession. Around 

10% of firms under the study had either a rise in their turnover or reported no change. 

The key sectors these firms operated in included human health activities; manufacture of 

pharmaceuticals, medicinal, chemical and botanical products; food and beverage service 

activities; and manufacture of apparels, etc. The owners of these firms also reported that 

they tried to quickly adapt to the use of e-commerce platforms and even switched to other 
business activities that had demand — i.e., production of masks, sanitizers, home delivery 

of products, etc. They exploited the opportunity using their own savings to invest in the 

areas that offered new opportunities. This highlights that a firm’s resilience depends upon 

its financial resources and ability to invest in new technologies or new business 

opportunities. The firms that suffered, unlike the large firms, lacked financial planning for 

business uncertainties in order to overcome vulnerable shocks. 

PLANNING AHEAD 

 COVID-19 is neither the first pandemic nor it is going to be the last. Even during the first 

two decades of this century, the world went through some other pandemics, viz. SARS in 

2002-04, H1N1 influenza in 2009/Swine flu influenza in 2009, MERS in 2012 and the Zika 

virus in 2015-16. COVID-19 has been the worst among them. Apart from the pandemic, 

there were also other factors such as a sudden change in government policies, wars, and 

natural catastrophes such as floods and drought, etc. which caused business uncertainties 

and affected small businesses. Further, the bulk of MSMEs are in the informal sector which 

lack registration and the necessary financial documents to avail such benefits. These firms 
are at great risk of shutting down after a large-scale disaster or economic shock. Therefore, 

there is a need to develop a mechanism for MSMEs which should help rescue them from 

shutting down and support their revival during business uncertainties caused by economic 

shocks. 

 In order to make the MSME sector resilient we propose the provision of emergency funds 

for small businesses that should be made mandatory from the beginning. Similar to the 

public provident fund, the Government can initiate what is called an ‘Uncertainty Corpus 

Fund for Small Businesses’. This fund can be used to meet the financial needs of small 

firms during business uncertainties. It may be linked with the turnover of firms — a firm 

could maintain a certain fraction of its turnover to meet the needs of this fund. Although 

it would be a ‘forced saving’ it would still be very useful for MSMEs during business 

uncertainties caused by economic shocks. The Government should encourage small firms 
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by assuring them a lucrative return on the investment through this fund. Further, the 

Government may also contribute to the corpus fund as a fraction of the contribution of 

MSMEs for firms up to a certain limit of turnover. 

 Another measure can be the ‘Small Business Insurance Scheme’ which can be similar to 

term insurance. There are lessons to be learnt from the crop insurance scheme. As there 

are more than 6.4 million MSMEs in the country, there is huge market potential for the 

insurance sector, if such a scheme is framed properly. In order to encourage firms to invest 

in such an insurance scheme, the Government may pay an initial premium or a fraction of 
the premium on behalf of such enterprises particularly micro enterprises and own account 

enterprises. 

GAPS IN THE BUDGET 

 Although Budget 2022-23 seeks to lay a foundation and a blueprint to steer the economy 

over the (Amrit Kaal) next 25 years, it has failed to bring in any plan/ideas that makes the 

MSME sector resilient. The proposed financial measures suggested above, namely, an 

‘Uncertainty Corpus Fund for Small Businesses’, and ‘Small Business Insurance Scheme’, 

can help MSMEs become resilient and sustain their growth during business uncertainties 

caused by economic shocks. It could enable small firms to meet their working capital 

requirements, in particular retaining their workforce, and investing in new technology or 

new business opportunities to cope with uncertainties. In terms of planning, MSMEs can 

be on a par with large firms. It would boost the confidence of small firms during normal 

business times and make them more competitive by giving them a sense of security in 

times of an abnormal business cycle. It would also be of great help to the Government in a 

time of crisis as the Government can focus on addressing demand issues which is one of 

the biggest challenges faced by an economy during a shock. 

 

 

 

1. With reference to the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Amendment Act, 2019, consider 

the following statements. 

1. It empowers the central government to designate an individual a terrorist if they are 

found committing an act of terror. 

2. It requires any investigating officer to take prior permission of the Director General 

of Police of a state for conducting raids. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

                                       IMPORTANT MCQ  
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A.1 only        B. 2 only          C. Both 1&2        D. None 

ANS-A 

 The Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Amendment Act, 2019 was passed by the 

Parliament in August 2019. It amends the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act, 1967. 

 Statement 1 is correct: The act empowers the central government to designate an 

individual a “terrorist” if they are found committing, preparing for, promoting, or 

involved in an act of terror. Earlier, the Central Government was having powers only 
to designate organisations as terrorist organisations. 

 Statement 2 is incorrect: The UAPA law of 1967 requires an investigating officer to 

take prior permission of the Director General of Police of a state for conducting raids, 

and seizing properties that are suspected to be linked to terrorist activities. 

 The amendment act of 2019 however, removes this requirement if the investigation 

is conducted by an officer of the National Investigation Agency (NIA). The 

investigating officer, under the 2019 act, only requires sanction from the Director 

General of NIA. 

 Central agencies such as the Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) are required to 

obtain prior permission from the state government since law and order is a state 

subject under the Constitution. 

 The UAPA law of 1967 specifies that only officers of the rank of Deputy 

Superintendent or Assistant Commissioner of Police of the NIA shall have the power 

to investigate offences under the UAPA law. The amendment act seeks to allow NIA 

officers of Inspector rank to carry out investigations. 

2. Yeast,which is used to make bread, belongs to the group : 

A.Protista            B.Fungi            C.Monera                    D. Protozoa 

ANS-B 

 The name of the Fungi which is used to make bread is Saccharomyces cerevisiae is 

also called “Baker's yeast”. 

3. Mutation in a virus is caused due to a change in its : 

A.Colour           B. shape                   C. Genetic Material    D.  Cell size 

ANS-C 
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The changes or alternation in a gene is called mutation. 

4. Sariska Tiger Reserve is situated in 

A.Maharashtra               B.Madhya Pradesh           C.Gujarat          D.  Rajasthan 

 Sariska Tiger Reserve is situated in the state of Rajasthan. 

 It contains mountains, grasslands, dry deciduous forests and cliffs which span over 

800 square kilometres. 

 Situated in Alwar, the Tiger Reserve is nestled in Aravali hills. 

 Animals like jungle cats, rhesus macaque, sambhar, chital, wild boar, etc., are found 

here 

5. Consider the following statements. 

1. According to the Reserve Bank of India Act, 1934, there shall be one Governor and 

not more than four Deputy Governors to be appointed on the central board of RBI. 

2. The RBI governor is appointed by the Prime Minister’s office on the recommendation 

of the Union Finance Minister. 

Which of the statements given above is/are incorrect? 

A.1 only          B. 2 only             C. Both 1&2         D. None 

ANS-D 

The RBI's affairs are governed by a central board of directors. Statement 1 is correct: 

Section 8(1)(a) of the Reserve Bank of India Act, 1934, provides that there shall be one 

Governor and not more than four Deputy Governors to be appointed by the central 

government on the central board of RBI. Appointments 

Statement 2 is correct: The RBI governor is appointed by the Prime Minister’s officeon the 

recommendation of the Union Finance Minister.Deputy Governors are appointed on the 

basis of the Appointment Committee of Cabinet (ACC)-approved guidelines, which 

stipulate that the search committee constituted for the purpose will recommend the person 

to be appointed as a Deputy Governor. 

 

Appointment Committee of Cabinet It is chaired by the Prime Minister. It decides all 

higher-level appointments in the Central Secretariat, Public Enterprises, Banks and 

Financial Institutions. 


